
 
ובא אהרן אל אוהל מועד ופשט את בגדי הבד אשר לבש 

 גכ",ט בבאו אל הקודש והניחו שם
And Aharon shall come into the Ohel Moed and take off the 
linen garments he wore when he entered the Kodesh 
Kodashim, and leave them there (16:23) 
Rashi comments that the bigadim were locked away, never to 
be used again. Sforno explains that because 
these bigadim were used inside of the kodesh kodashim, it 
would be improper to use them again for something 
else. מעלין בקודש ואין מורידין   - when it comes to holiness, we 
must always go up, and never downwards. Therefore, to use 
them for another task, even not a mundane one, would be a 
downgrade.  
Based on this rule, the following question presents itself: 
Why must we put away the bigadim to never be used again? 
Can’t we allow the Kohen Gadol to wear them again on the 
following Yom Kippur, as this would not be a downgrade to 
the level of kedusha? Rav Gifter zt”l (Pirkei Torah) explains 
that man’s nature is such that the second time he performs a 
task, he does not do it with the same energy and feeling as 
the very first time. The Torah is worried that if the Kohen 
Gadol wears the same garments as he wore in the previous 
year, upon entering the kodesh kodashim he may experience 
a one thousandth of a percent of familiarity. Such feelings 
could be a serious impediment to Klal Yisroel’s attaining 
kapara. Hence, each and every year required brand 
new bigadim. 
If we think about the circumstances for a moment, we can 
understand the novelty a bit more. The Kohen Gadol had the 
fate of the entire Klal Yisroel riding on his shoulders. 
Furthermore, his family’s life and livelihood depended on his 
mission as well. Even more daunting was the fact that his 
own life hung in the balance. If we look at the history of the 
Beis HaMikdash, we learn that during the 420 years of the 
second Beis HaMikdash, more than 300 Kohanim Gedolim 
served. This means that for the majority of the years, the 
Kohen Gadol did not make it through the year. During all the 
years, there were only four righteous Kohanim Gedolim. With 
this perspective in mind, even a hint of “been there, done 
that” would be seriously detrimental. 
In truth, it is the same with all mitzvos. At times they are 
fulfilled out of habit. However, if we can manage to approach 
a mitzvah each time as if it is the very first time we are 
performing it, the mitzvos will remain fresh.  
Shimon ben Pazi relates (Midrash quoted in introduction to 
Ein Yaakov- location unknown) that the most telling and all-
encompassing passuk in the Torah is  את הכבש אחד תעשה
 a ram should be- בבקר ואת הכבש השני תעשה בין הערבים
brought twice daily, once in the morning and once in the 
afternoon. This is a great statement, as he is suggesting that 
this passuk trumps the pessukim of Shema Yisroel and 

veahavta lerayacha kamocha, which seem to be the basics of 
Yiddishkeit. 
We can explain that Shimon ben Pazi is not discounting the 
other two pessukim at all. Rather, he chooses the mitzvah of 
the korban tamid to teach us its inherent pitfall. The Korban 
tamid was a twice-daily mitzvah which would surely easily 
create feelings of rote. The challenge was to keep it new. 
Shimon ben Pazi challenges us to fulfill all of our mitzvos, 
whether bein odom laMakom or bein odom lachaveiro, with 
alacrity and newness. This passuk is the tell-all because it 
relates to the performance of the entire Torah and 
everything in life; the same lesson which is derived from the 
clothing of the Kohen Gadol.  
Perhaps we can offer another answer to our original 
question of why the Kohen is not allowed to wear 
the same bigadim the following year. Possibly, the rule 
of maalin bakodesh ve’ain moridin is teaching us that even if 
the same exact level can indeed be obtained the following 
year, it is merely a lateral move. It is not enough to keep 
moving sideways, we must constantly move upwards. If we 
are not growing, we are slowing! 
 

  קדושים תהיו כי קדוש אני ה' אלוקיכם איש אמו ואביו תיראו

You shall be holy, for holy am I, Hashem, your God. Every man 
should fear his mother and father (19:2-3) 
What connection might there be between the first pesukim 
of kedoshim tiheyu and respecting parents? Why would the 
Torah juxtapose the mitzva of Kedusha with the command to 
respect one’s parents? 
I heard the following pshat based on the incident 
between Yosef and Potifar’s wife. Yosef was seventeen years 
old, and Potifar’s wife attempted to bring him to chet. Each 
day, she spoke to him and lured him, but he resisted her 
efforts. Finally, at one point, his yetzer nearly overcame him 
and he was prepared to succumb. Chazal tell us that at that 
moment, he saw the dmus dyukno shel aviv; an image of his 
father, Yaakov Avinu. The passuk says וימאן- and he refrained. 
Rav Getzel Fried shlita (Telz Yeshiva) pointed out that the 
word וימאן is roshei taivos for גדונביו אראה מ וסףיירא ו . As soon 
as Yosef saw this image, he withdrew and ran out of Potifar’s 
home. 
Yosef was alone in a faraway country. There was nothing to 
stop him from committing this aveira, but he received 
strength to withstand temptation from the image of his 
father. When he saw Yaakov, he immediately came to his 
senses and recoiled. At that moment, he could not see himself 
betraying his upbringing, going against what his father 
taught him and represented. 
This may very well be the connection indicated by the Torah 
between kedoshim tiheyu and respecting parents. If we as 
parents conduct ourselves in a manner of kedusha, then our 
children will have this image before them throughout their 
lives. This image will serve as a model for them to follow, 
even in the face of the temptations that they will inevitably 
confront. If children grow with respect for their parents, then 
this respect will help ensure their kedusha, their ability to 
achieve and maintain holiness. In order to remain kedoshim, 
children must be given an “image” that they respect and 
admire. As was the case with Yosef, this image will continue 
to guide and inspire them even long after they become adults 
and move away from their parents’ home. 

Good Shabbos,    מרדכי אפפעל 
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