
3  The Chazon Ish 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 שם האחד פלג כי בימיו נפלגה הארץ ושם אחיו יקטן. )י:כה(
The name of the first was Peleg, for in his days the earth was 

divided; and the name of his brother was Yaktan. (10:25) 
The Chozeh of Lublin asks, what is the difference between Peleg and 

Yaktan? Why does the Torah explain at length the meaning of the name Peleg 
and points nothing out regarding his brother Yaktan? When the source of a 
name is division, there is a need to explain the meaning, however, when a name 
indicates smallness and humility, as Yaktan does, no explanation is needed, as 
we are all small and this name applies to everyone. (Umatok HaOhr) 
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 לכל זמן ועת
 

The final sin which guaranteed that the Flood 

would come was thievery (Rashi 6:13, quoting 

Sanhedrin 108a). Rav Shimon Sofer notes that the 

generation of the flood was blessed with extreme 

wealth, therefore, there was really no reason for them to 

steal from each other. When they stole it was indicative 

that their wrongdoing was not out of need, but out of 

their wickedness. Therefore, this was the sin which 

sealed their punishment. To sin out of necessity or 

missteps can be overlooked, but sinning for the sake of 

sinning cannot be passed over. 
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                Candle Lighting: 5:31  

 
 

  Sof Z’man Krias Shema: 
      Mogen Avraham: 9:30   Gra: 10:06 
Sof Z’man Tefillah (Shacharis): 10:57 

Chatzos: 12:40       Sh'kiah: 5:47 
Havdalah: Tzeis HaKochavim: 6:31 
     Rabbeinu Tam (72 minutes): 7:00  

                                                 (some say 7:11) 
 
 

                      
           Next Week: Lech Lecha 
              Candle Lighting: 4:23 

 The Rosh’s Guide to Life— Orchos Chaim L’HaRosh 
1. Distance yourself from Ga’avah— pride, arrogance, and haughtiness,  

as much as possible 
The Alter of Kelm notes that in the Brachah following Krias Shema we say that 

Hashem is Mashpil Gei’im U’Magbi’ah Shefalim, He lowers those who are haughty and 

uplifts those who are low. We can understand this phrase better by means of an illustration. 

If we consider the speed at which electricity travels, its regular speed is quite fast, as it can 

travel thousands of miles in an instant. If we could somehow quicken the speed of 

electricity, who knows how fast it would travel? Hashem, in a similar way, so to speak, 

will lower those who are full of pride and arrogance. How far will this arrogant person fall 

when thrust down by Hashem? We cannot even begin to measure it. Therefore, the Rosh 

implores us with his first directive to stay as far away as possible from Ga’avah.  

Rebbi Akiva Eiger was renowned for his modesty. One time Rebbi Akiva Eiger and 

Rebbi Yaakov of Lissa, the author of the Chavas Da’as and the Nesivos HaMishpat, 

traveled together in the same wagon to Warsaw for a gathering of Rabbonim. The people 

of Warsaw were eagerly awaiting the arrival of these two great Gedolim, whom they had 

only heard so much about but had never seen them, and waited for them at the outskirts of 

the city to greet them when they arrived. When they reached the edge of the town, the 

townspeople immediately unhitched the horses from the wagon so that the people could 

have the honor of pulling the chariot of these two Gedolei Ha’dor by themselves. When 

Rebbi Akiva Eiger saw this, he jumped out of the wagon and joined the crowd pulling 

pulling the wagon, assuming that this great honor was done for Rebbi Yaakov, the great 

Rav of Lissa. At the same time, Rebbi Yaakov assumed that this great honor was for  

Rebbi Akiva Eiger, and he jumped out of the wagon from the other side and also joined the 

crowd. Together, with all the people of Warsaw, these two Gedolim humbly pulled the 

empty wagon into the city, to honor the other Gadol that they thought was inside of it!  
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 B’Kitzur… Hilchos Tefilah 
If a mistake is found in a Sefer Torah, and this 

would cause the Torah to become Pasul, invalid for 

use, if it is a serious error, the Torah may not be used 

to Lain from and another Torah must be brought out. 

What is considered to be ‘a serious error’? If a word 

has an extra letter, or it is missing a letter, or if one 

letter was switched for another letter and this changes 

the pronunciation of the word— even if the meaning of 

the word would remain the same in these cases, they 

are considered to be serious errors and that Torah may 

not be used. (Kitzur Shulchan Aruch 24:1) 
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 L’Maaseh      
Rav Elchanan Wasserman, zt”l, the primary student of the 

Chafetz Chaim, once said in a eulogy about his Rebbe the Chofetz 

Chaim: “Let us attempt to imagine that we had been alive in Moshe 

Rabbeinu’s generation, when our great leader, Moshe, passed away. 

What would the Hespedim, the eulogies be like? He was the greatest 

Rebbe of all generations. Is there one Jew that has not been affected 

by his life and his teachings? It would take hours to even attempt to 

appropriately explain his greatness, and we still might only get the 

appreciation of who Moshe Rabbeinu was. Yet, the Torah describes 

Moshe’s essence with just two words: he was an Eved Hashem, a 

servant of Hashem. What significance do these two words have? The 

Medrash (Tanchuma, Lech Lecha 8) gives a Mashal about what these 

words mean. A wealthy businessman once left Eretz Yisroel for a 

business trip overseas. Travel in those days was not a simple matter. 

It involved much danger and meant being separated from one’s 

family for a long period of time. The businessman took his trusted 

servant with him, leaving at home his only son, who was too young 

to travel. It was a difficult decision, but the father was hoping that the 

trip would be successful, so that he could return home quickly. He 

was there only a short time when he suddenly became very ill, and he 

became aware that he was not going to be returning home. He knew 

his days were numbered. He worried how he would be able to 

provide for his son and family when he had most of his wealth with 

him? He had trusted his servant in the past, but he wondered if he 

could trust him now when it involved such a large sum of money and 

no one would be watching over him when he passed away. What 

would prevent the servant from taking everything for himself? If he 

were to write a will, how could he guarantee that it would ever reach 

the hands of his son? He finally came up with a clever idea. He called 

his servant over to him and said, ‘You have been my trusted servant 

for years, and I have relied on you in all of my endeavors. Since I 

have so much appreciation to you, I am giving you all of my 

possessions. I ask only one favor of you. Please let my son know that 

I have given everything to you, and he may take only one item of his 

choice for himself.’ The servant was ecstatic over the fact that he was 

now a wealthy man, and he was happy to tell his master’s son that he 

gets only one item from his father’s estate. The man wrote a will and 

gave it to the servant to deliver. Soon, the servant returned home and 

conveyed the sad news of the passing of his master. He extended his 

condolences to the son and informed him of his father’s will. The son 

was stunned when he heard his father’s wishes. His father was a wise 

man who had loved him. Why would he give everything to the 

servant and leave only one item for him? He went to visit his Rav 

and asked him what he should do. At first, the Rav was incredulous. 

He knew the boy’s father and could not understand how he could do 

something like this. For a few minutes he studied the will, and 

suddenly he jumped up and screamed, ‘Your father is brilliant! The 

Halachah is clear, that whatever a servant acquires, it belongs to his 

master. Your father is hinting to you that the item you should chose 

is the servant, and then everything that he owns will belong to you!’” 

Rav Elchanan concluded and said, “This is the hidden meaning of the 

Torah’s words that Moshe was an Eved Hashem. Whatever Moshe 

possessed in the area of Ruchniyos, belonged to Hashem. Everything 

that Moshe did— every exertion, every Mitzvah, every good deed, it 

was all for Hashem, because Moshe was totally devoted to his 

Master, Hashem. Moshe viewed himself as if he belonged entirely to 

Hashem. This is every Jew’s mission as well, to be an Eved Hashem, 

and the Chofetz Chaim achieved this high level of service!” 
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 בס"ד

When Rav Moshe Feinstein, zt”l, was young, his parents wanted to 

inspire him to trust in Hashem and serve Him with absolute devotion, and 

they would tell him a story about his great-grandfather which made a 

powerful impression on him. Rav Moshe’s father was named after his own 

grandfather, Rav Dovid Feinstein, who was a man who worked as a common 

laborer, but was full of Yiras Shamayim. When Rav Dovid was hired to work 

for a non-Jew, he made the condition that every day he must be allowed time 

off to Daven Minchah. However, Rav Dovid’s employer was not very happy 

about this condition. He was angry that precious time that could have been 

used for work would be ‘wasted’ because the Jew had to say his prayers. But 

Rav Dovid was a good worker and the man needed him, so he agreed. The 

employer became even angrier when he saw that Rav Dovid’s Shemoneh 

Esrei was recited carefully and with intense Kavanah, and lasted a very long 

time. The man said, “Who does he think he is? This is not a synagogue 

where you can pray as long as you like. I only intended to allow him a couple 

of minutes off, and nothing more!” Instead of speaking to Rav Dovid 

directly, the man decided to send the Jew a message to show how upset he 

was, and he wanted it to be a message that Rav Dovid would remember for a 

very long time. One day, as Rav Dovid stood with his eyes closed Davening 

Shemoneh Esrei, his employer moved behind him, and held a shotgun in his 

hands. He waited for Rav Dovid to bow, because after watching him Daven a 

few times, he knew that there were times when he would bow his head, and 

when the moment came when Rav Dovid bowed, he shot his gun just above 

Rav Dovid, and a bullet whizzed right over him. The goy watched with joy, 

expecting to see the Jew fall to the ground from fright or start running like 

mad for the door, but he was greatly disappointed. Rav Dovid simply 

continued to Daven as if nothing at all had occurred. His Kavanah was so 

intense that he may not have even heard the gunshot at all! Later, the 

employer told Rav Dovid what he did and that he tried to scare him by 

showing that he had been angry enough to kill him for taking so long in his 

prayers, but when he realized how intensely Rav Dovid was concentrating on 

his prayer, he realized that Rav Dovid was truly a G-d-fearing man. He said, 

“I see now that you actually are not wasting any time at all as you are 

actually talking with G-d, and I am no longer angry about this. I thought you 

were trying to fool me just so you can take a break from work.” From then 

on, the man would refer to Rav Dovid as ‘my Jew’, and never again 

complained about the length of his Davening. When Rav Dovid Davened, it 

was as clear as day to him that he was standing directly before Hashem! 
 

       The Siddur Speaks 

A Closer Look at Davening 

Pearls of Wisdom… A Word for the Ages 
The Gemara in Brachos (61) compares the Yetzer Hara to a 

fly. The Meforshim explain that a fly doesn’t bite like a 

mosquito or sting like a bee, it only disturbs people. The 

Yetzer Hara is like a fly, because the Yetzer Hara tries to 

confuse and disturb people. Also, if someone has a wound, 

the fly will be attracted to go there first, and this can often 

contaminate the wound and bring diseases. The Yetzer Hara 

uses this ploy as well. It finds people’s faults and emphasizes 

them, causing people to despair of ever being good people, 

and making them give up trying. Knowing this, our job is to 

outsmart the Yetzer Hara and swat him away, so we can 

continue to pursue Ruchniyus and getting closer to Hashem! 
 


