
 

 
ביום השלישי וישא אברהם את עיניו וירא את המקום 
 On the third day, Avrohom looked up and he saw the   מרחק
place from afar (22:4) 
The Torah tells us about the nissyonos of Avrohom Avinu. He 
was told to travel to Moriyah. In that place, he would be 
commanded to sacrifice his beloved Yitzchak as a korban to 
HaShem. Not much detail was given to Avrohom. All he knew 
was that this mission was HaShem’s will. This act would be 
one of ratzon HaShem.  
This would be a three day journey. However, three days 
would give him more than enough time to change his mind 
countless times. 
Indeed, there were so many questions. Was this not the son 
that he had longed for? Was this not the very son that would 
be his progeny? Could it be possible that this is what 
HaShem was asking him to do? The earlier pessukim 
mention that this was אחר הדברים האלה –after “these 
things”. Which events is the posuk referring to? The medrash 
tells us that Avrohom had just finished speaking against the 
“molech” styled avodah zarah of killing children for the sake 
of some god. Oh how they would laugh at him. Avrohom the 
hypocrite! What answer would he have? Is this really what 
HaShem was asking of him? 
Yet, Avrohom carried on about his way.  וירא את המקום

 .From afar, Avrohom now saw the place -מרחוק
In the Hagaddah shel pesach we proclaim “Baruch 
HaMakom Baruch Hu”, as a reference to HaShem. Let us 
suggest that HaMakom in our possuk can be a reference to 
one of the names of HaShem as well. (Indeed, the Zohar tells 
us that in our possuk, it can be referring to HaShem.) 
When an item is placed directly in front of you, it appears as 
crystal clear. As one moves away from an item, the vision 
becomes blurred. Even though Avrohom was going down a 
path fraught with worries and questions, still and all, he 
remained a bedrock of faith. From a distance, things are not 
always clear. Yet, even though his situation was meirachok- 
unclear, still, Vayar es HaMakom meirachok. Avrohom still 
saw HaShem. 
Similarly, we find that before Moshe Rabbeinu was born, his 
parents separated. Miriam came to them and convinced 
them to remarry. They would yet have a great son that 
would be the savior of Klal Yisroel. When Moshe was born, 
the house filled with light. But then, the questions started. 
Suddenly, Moshe was thrown into the river. Amram had 
even smacked his daughter, asking what had become of her 
prophecy.  
There were so many questions. The Torah tells us this by 
using the same word. “Vateisatzav achoso meirachok”, she 
stood from afar to see the outcome. Yes, Miriam had 
questions. But she stood firmly, not losing her emunah. The 
gemarah in Sotah explains that she was confident that he 
would be saved. The question was only what would be done, 

meaning, in what manner would HaShem cause him to 
survive. 
We also find a prophecy of the Navi, Yirmiyah regarding the 
rebuilding of Yerushalayim. Imagine telling a yid during the 
Holocaust that in a few years, Torah and yiddishkeit will be 
rebuilt and once again flourish. Amidst all the questions and 
doubts?! How is one to believe such a statement? Yet at that 
very moment, Yirmiyah was standing in the midst of the 
churban/destruction of the Beis Hamikdash. Sure there were 
questions. But let us look at the words of the Navi. 
“Meirachok, HaShem nirah li- from afar, HaShem appeared 
to me. Although things were far, i.e. blurry, I still saw 
HaShem. 
Even from afar, we all have the ability to see HaShem. Sure, 
each and every one of us can look back at different 
occurences with questions. There is nothing wrong with 
having the questions. The key is to see HaShem even 
meirachok- amidst the questions. It all turned out well for 
Avrohom and Miriam, and IY”H very soon Yirmayah’s 
nevuah will come true as well. 
There is a story that is said over from the Ramban: Times 
were tough. There were new decrees issued against the Jews 
daily. Klal Yisroel was in trouble. At that time, the Ramban’s 
talmid was dying. The Ramban gave him an amulet that 
would allow him entry to the Kisei HaKavod to ask the 
questions that the generation had. After the petirah, the 
talmid did not return with the answers. The Ramban 
summoned the neshama. The talmid answered that he 
hadn’t forgotten to return. On the contrary; there was no 
reason to return, because downstairs in your world you have 
many questions, but from upstairs things are crystal clear. 
THERE ARE NO QUESTIONS. 
If we take a look earlier in our parsha, we actually see a 
question that eventually became clear. The possuk tells us: 
 שוב אשוב אליך כעת חיה והנה בן לשרה אשתך

I shall surely return to you at the time of birth, and there shall 
be a son to Sarah your wife” (18:10) 
We find that the malach promised Avrohom and Sarah that 
he would surely return. Yet, if we look in Chumash, we find 
no mention of the malach ever returning. Of course, the main 
point was that the Malach was guaranteeing the birth of 
Yitzchak, but still, the wording of shov ashuv/I shall surely 
return seems to imply that he would actually come back. 
The Sefer HaPardes (circa 1100), authored by Rashi, writes 
that the malach did in fact return! 37 years after the birth of 
Yitzchak, at the famous incident of Akeidas Yitzchok, the 
malach told Avraham not to take his son Yitzchok as a 
sacrifice. It was exactly at the moment when Yitzchok’s life 
was hanging in the balance, “k’ais chaya”, the malach made 
his return to save Yitzchok’s life. 
There are so many times in life that we expect things to 
happen a certain way, exactly at a specific time. We have it 
all figured out. We have expectations of HaShem, and then 
when things don’t happen the way we assumed they would, 
according to our timelines, we even chas v’shalom come with 
complaints. HaShem is the master accountant. All His 
calculations are perfect. In 5778 years, He has never once 
fallen short of a promise. Let us strengthen ourselves in our 
emunah that HaShem runs the world flawlessly and 
everything will happen exactly when it is supposed to. 
 

Good Shabbos,  מרדכי אפפעל  
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