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 “Mine” = Blown 

HaShem appeared to Avraham in Ailonai Mamrei, the property of Avraham’s friend Mamrei, where 

Avraham had placed his dwelling. Our Sages of Blessed Memory tell us that Mamrei merited this 

revelation on his land because he was the one who gave Avraham the advice to circumcise himself. 

Since we know Avraham would definitely listen to any command of HaShem, why did he need to 

ask advice of Mamrei? Further, why would his other two friends, Aner and Eshkol tell him not to 

listen to the command? 

There are many explanations of what Mamrei’s advice was. Some say that it was to make news of 

the circumcision public, while the others told Avraham to keep the matter quiet. Others, based on 

the tradition that Avraham kept all the mitzvos including Rabbinic ones, say Mamrei told him to 

wait until he was commanded to do the Milah because it could only be done once. The Sfas Emes, 

however, offers a shocking approach. 

He says that Avraham was the friend and mentor of Aner, Eshkol and Mamrei (plus thousands of 

disciples.) When they discussed him circumcising himself, 

Aner and Eshkol balked at the idea. If they were trying to 

grow and emulate Avraham, this would put a barrier of 

distinction between them. He would be physically different 

and this would hinder their growth towards G-d. 

Mamrei felt the same thing, yet he understood, says the 

Sfas Emes, that this is how it had to be. He could not stand 

in the way of Avraham’s growth because he was worried 

about his own. He therefore told Avraham to go ahead with 

the Bris Milah and not to worry about any negative effect 

on him. 

Poignantly, it was precisely this willingness to ignore his 

own benefit for the benefit of Avraham that made him 

worthy of G-dly revelation! 

The Sfas Emes explains that when someone humbles 

himself for the good of the Jewish People, placing the 

needs of others before his own, and not saying, “What 

about MY needs?” HaShem singles them out and makes Himself close to them. Just as one who 

puts aside his own need and prays for the same thing for someone else is answered first, so did 

HaShem reward Mamrei, who willingly gave up the opportunity for closeness to G-d to enable 

Avraham to enhance HIS relationship with G-d, by giving him that very thing. 

 

 

- As heard from R’ Fischel Schachter 



Once a Jew...always a Jew 

"As for me, behold, my Covenant is with you, and you will be the father of a multitude of nations." [17:4] 

The Medrash (in Parshas Vayeira) tells us that Avraham said that after he had circumcised himself, 
many converts came to join the covenant. The Bais HaLevi, Rabbi Yosef Dov Soloveitchik zt"l of Brisk, 
points out that this seems illogical. We would expect just the contrary -- people should have stayed 
away because of the pain of circumcision! 

In order to understand this Medrash, says the Bais HaLevi, we need to better understand the verse 
above. 

Every person on the face of the earth has free will, and can choose good over evil. Everyone has the 
opportunity to be a good person, and the righteous of all nations are guaranteed a place in the World 
to Come. And yet, this recurs in each generation -- as we know, the fact that a person is righteous 
does not guarantee that his or her children will choose the same path. 

The Covenant of Avraham is different. A person who is born into the Jewish people, even a sincere 
convert who later turns away from Judaism, remains a Jew. Even if he sins, he remains one of the 
Children of Israel. This stems from the Covenant of circumcision. Even though not all of Avraham's 

children, and not all of Yitzchak's children, followed 
that path and joined the same covenant (thus 
leaving Avraham the founder of nations, plural), the 
Jewish people was established with the Covenant. 

Today, it is no longer optional; one cannot refuse the 
birthright of this nation. And the idea that one could 
join a people, and steer his or her children into that 
same people for generations to come -- that was 
very attractive. That remains attractive today. 

For all of the politics today about conversion, and 
the arguments about patrilineal descent, we must 
remember -- these arguments which threaten to 

divide us only bear upon a very small number of people (though it is growing).  We all agree (or 
should) that those born into the Jewish people cannot be disqualified, dispatched, "delegitimized," as 
Jews.  

Were someone to attempt to do otherwise, it would cast aspersions upon our forefathers Avraham, 
Yitzchak and Yaakov, and the Covenant which G-d made with them. We are fortunate to walk with 
eternity -- let us recognize it, every day, and learn to value every fellow member of the Covenant. 
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When the angels came to Avraham’s tent, they asked him, “Where is Sarah?”  The Gemara in Bava Metzia 

says the angels knew where Sarah was and were asking Avraham so that when he replied she was in the 

tent, acting modestly as befit her, it would increase his love and admiration for her. 

The question has been posed: since angels can only have one task, and one was sent to heal Avraham, one 

to announce the birth of Yitzchak and one to turn over Sodom, which angel was sent to increase 

Avraham’s affection towards Sarah?  The answer is eye-opening.  

When the angels appeared, they were disguised as people.  Although they didn’t need to, they ate and 

drank because that is normal behavior for people.  It must be that eating and drinking was not a separate 

function, but an extension of their mission to behave as human beings. 

Since they spoke in a manner designed to increase Avraham’s appreciation of Sarah, we learn that such 

sensitive and positive speech is normal and appropriate behavior.  To not do so would be inhuman. 

 

 


