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The Gemara at the end of the 5th perek

(31a)  quotes  a  beraisa  in  which  R'  Meir

proclaims that  just  as Avraham Avinu served

Hashem out of love, so did Iyov. He proves this

by linking two verses. One is towards the end

of  the  Akeidah  (Bereishis  22:12),  where  an

angel  instructs  Avraham  not  to  slaughter  his

son,  adding,  “For  now I  know that  you  fear

G-d.” The other is the opening  posuk in Iyov

(1:1),  which  labels  Iyov  as  “one  who  feared

G-d.” While the Gemara  does cite a  posuk in

Yeshaya  (41:8)  which  refers  to  Avraham  as

one who loved Hashem, the lingering question

is: where do we see “love” in either of the two

verses above?

The Maharsha (R' Shmuel Eidels, 1555-

1631) answers by quoting the Sefer Ha'ikkarim

of R' Yosef Albo (1380-1444). R' Albo (מ”ד פי”ג)

develops  the  theme  that  the  test  of  the

Akeidah  was  obviously  not  for  the  sake  of

Hashem to ascertain whether Avraham would

pass; He is omniscient,  after all.  Rather,  G-d

wanted  Avraham's  inner  devotion  to  be

outwardly demonstrated,  in  order  to increase

his reward. Once Avraham was literally on the

cusp  of  sacrificing  his  own  37-year-old  son

whom he had longed for all his life, that which

Hashem  knew  all  along  became  undeniably

clear to everyone: the motivation of Avraham's

“fear  of  G-d”  was  not  the terror  of  Heavenly

punishment, but pure love. So, too, continues

the Maharsha (explaining R' Meir's approach),

Iyov's “fear of G-d” came from his love of G-d.

The  Yerushalmi  (25a ה”ה]  ([פ”ה   adds

another detail regarding Avraham's service of

Hashem. There, the Gemara says, “Avraham

transformed  his  yetzer  ha'ra  into  something

good  […]  and  made  a  'deal'  with  it.”  The

Korban  Ha'edah  (R'  Dovid  Frankel,  1704-

1762)  explains  that  even  physical  activities

which  are  typically  fueled  by  animalistic

desires (such as eating, drinking, and marital

relations) Avraham did l'sheim shomayim, and

not  for  physical  pleasure.  The  Tzion

Yerushalayim  (R'  Yosef  Shaul  Nathanson,

1810-1875) in a lengthy comment on the side

of  the  page,  references  Orach  Chaim  231,

which  is  an  entire  chapter  in  the  Shulchan

Aruch devoted to this theme.
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