
 

  

 

 

 

 

‘MIKVAH YISROEL HASHEM’ 
Yom Kippur 5778/ Issue 100  

By Rabbi Dov Keilson 

   

  
R’ Label Lam Shlita tells an unbelievable 

story. When he was younger, he had to travel from his 

home to Manhattan each day in order to learn with 

his chavrusas. Afraid that the negative influence of the 

street would ch’v have an ill effect on him, his Rebbe 

advised him to go to the Mikva daily.  

 Heeding his Rebbe’s advice, he did so for 

many months, and he found it very beneficial. 

However, on Yom Kippur of that year, he approached 

his Rebbe distraught, as he had not been able to go to 

the Mikva on the day of Yom Kippur itself! The 

Rebbe calmed his esteemed Talmid and explained to 

him, “Laibel, don’t you realize? Today is Yom 

Kippur! You are in the Mikva itself right now!!” 

 Two years ago, on the day after Yom Kippur I 

called my Rebbe in Eretz Yisroel, Rav Moshe Lieber 

Shlita, and he shared with me the following most 

beautiful piece based on the Shem Mishmuel: 

Chazal teach us from the great Tanna Rabi 

Akiva: “Ashreichem Yisroel- How lucky are you Klal 

Yisroel! Just as the Mikva purifies those who are impure, 

so too Hashem purifies the Jewish people!” My Rebbe 

explained that this Mishna was said during the period 

after the churban, when the Jews r’l felt forlorn that they 

did not have the Avodah in the Beis Hamikdosh anymore 

to atone for their sins. Rabi Akiva, the ultimate optimist 

in Shas, encourages them by telling them, “Do not worry, 

Hashem will purify you!!” 

 What is the essence of the Mikvah purification 

process? A human being enters into the confines, the 

boundaries, of a place that does not allow him to exist; as 

a man within water cannot survive. In a sense, therefore, 

it is as if he is not alive for that brief moment within those 

holy waters. When he emerges, it is as if he is born anew, 

as he now breathes the air of life on this world once 

again. 

 This purification is an integral part of the teshuva 

process, for teshuva can only happen when one knows 

Hashem will allow him a chance for a better tomorrow. 

This is why, explained my Rebbe beautifully, the words 

racheim-compassion, rechem-womb, and machar - 

tommorrow, are comprised of the same three letters! For  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

only through Hashem’s abundant mercy are we able to 

have a tomorrow where we can be born anew and start  

again. {Indeed, we find that Yom Kippur itself is referred 

to as ‘machar,’ or ‘limocharas,’ - both defined as 

‘tomorrow!’} 

 We can now appreciate the words of Rabi Akiva 

in a new light: It is true that Yom Kippur is a day of the 

ultimate closeness to Hakodosh Boruch Hu, and this 

closeness is likened to being kivayochul in the Mikva of 

Hashem Himself. Yet at the same time, the word ‘Mikva’ 

has another connotation; ‘hope,’ as is clear in the root of 

the word. Therefore, the phrase above is teaching us very 

clearly that Hashem is the hope of the Jewish people. And 

Rabi Akiva is thus actually saying to Klal Yisroel the 

following:  

Just as the Mikva waters bring hope and renewal 

to those who are impure, Hashem is the hope of the 

Jewish people; as He allows His beloved children to 

repent and come back to Him; to begin again. 

 Amazingly, after beginning the writing of this 

d’var Torah, I was B’H zocheh to say selichos for the 

second day of Aseres Yemei Teshuva. Upon opening up 

one of the first Selichos, I came upon these precious 

words: “Ach B’cha Mikveh Yisroel Hashem – (which the 

Artscroll translates as) “only in You Hashem is Israel’s 

hope;” and the rest of the Selicha expresses that eternal 

hope that Klal Yisroel has in Hashem.  

 Considering all of the above, we must come in to 

this most auspicious day with the hope, trust, and total 

faith in our beloved Father, that He in His abundant 

mercy will forgive us for all of our iniquities and seal us 

together with all of Klal Yisroel in the book of true 

Chaim Tovim…BSD 

 

 

 

Divrei Torah and Mussar on the Yomim Tovim             
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