
 

 

Last week’s Question: 

Aside from Yocheved being the 70th soul associated 

with Yaakov, there are 3 other possibilities as to what 

the Torah meant when it wrote the number 70.  

Answer: 

 יעקב .1

ה“הקב .2  

3. The Torah rouded up to the number 70. 

Similarly to 40 lashes. 

This week’s Question:  

Where in this weeks parsha do you 

have a hint to תחית המתים? 

This section is sponsored anonymously as 

a zechus for their children to grow up 

into Yidden that bring Hashem 

tremendous nachas. 

 רבות מחשבות

In this week’s parsha we have the 
creation of the blessing that we offer 
our sons every Friday night. Yaakov 
Avinu declares that from now on, 
when a father wants to bentch his 
children he will say “you should be 
like Ephraim and Menashe”.  Both 
The Bnei Yissachar and R’Schwab 
ask the same question: Why should 
klal Yisrarl not bentch our children 
to be like the Avos or the Shevatim? 
They both answer, that if you look 
back from the start of Bereishis at 
all the relationships between 
brothers, you always find many 
incidents of anger, jealousy, and 
animosity. Let us take a look at 
those relationships; Kain and Hevel, 
Yitzchok and Yishmael, Yaakov 
and Eisav, Yosef and his brothers. 
Here, however in the case of 
Ephraim and Menashe, not only do 
you not have strife, rather you have 
a younger brother getting more 
honor and attention than his older 
brother and not flaunting it. This is 
in addition to an older brother, who 
accepts his lot with joy. This is the 
bracha we give our sons, don’t 
flaunt what you have and don’t be 
envious of what someone else has 
even if you think you deserve it.  

A Blessing of Humility 

The Weichholz family in memory of  Mr. Naftali Trauring ה  “ע נפתלי חיים בן משה צבינ “לע  

Renov Family ה  “ע רב יוסף בן אליהונ ה“לע  

The Farbman  family in memory of  ה “נ מרדכי לייב בן ישראל אנשיל  ע“לע  

פרשת  ויחי       

What will it be? 

Chazal tell us (Sifrei Devorim 33:19) that Zevulun’s business dealings with 
other nations by the port cities caused merchants from abroad to visit the Land of 
Israel for commercial purposes. Once they arrived in Eretz Yisroel, they would 
visit Jerusalem and learn a little bit more about the Jewish people. They would be 
so impressed with what they saw that they would abandon their pagan religions 
and convert. Thus,Shevet Zevulun was on the front lines of the olden day 
“Kiruv Movement” and made the first impressions which led to massive amounts 
of kiddush Hashem. “This is part of Hashem’s plan”, says R’ Matisyahu 
Salomon shlit’a. We interact in business with other nations and create a kiddush 
Hashem letting gentiles see what a Yid is all about. Gershon had been learning at 
the Telshe Yeshivah and seemed to have a stellar future in the beis medrash. 
However Gershon’s parents wanted him to pursue a career, and with great 
reluctance, he agreed to leave the yeshivah to obtain a secular degree. On his last 
day in the yeshivah, Gershon was summoned to the office of R’ Chaim  
Mordechai Katz zt”l, for a final farewell. Gershon was certain that the Rosh 
HaYeshivah would encourage him to maintain his learning sedarim when he 
entered the business world. R’ Mottel had something else in mind. “Gershon,” he 
said, “you are about to leave the shelter of the yeshivah’s walls and venture into 
the outside world, where every step you take is a test. You must always have one 
concern above all else; to sanctify Hashem’s Name. Remember that everything 
you do will be either a kiddush Hashem or a chilul Hashem. Make sure you 
choose correctly!” 
(Heard from Rav Avrohom Chaim Feuer) 

 



In this week’s parsha Yaakov gives his children and grandchildren brachos. The pasuk says when he blesses Ephraim and Menashe “he 

blessed them on that day saying”. The Chasam Sofer asks why does the pasuk stress “on that day”? The Chasam Sofer points that we 

have a similar wording in the pasuk  “vatem hadevaykim bhashem chaim kolchem hoyam (today)”. In this pasuk the Torah is giving us a 

piece of advice of how to overcome the yetzar hara. The person thinks that I hope to live at least 70 years but every day I will be faced 

with challenges and obstacles, this could fill person with a sense of hopelessness, and they could decide it isn’t worth the fight. How is a 

person supposed to look at life to get passed these feelings? The Chasam Sofer says you have to think I am living for today. Today I won’t 

listen to my yetzar hara. One day I can do. That is the meaning of the pasuk you want to live a life that you are davuk to Hashem were you 

are victorious over the yetzar hara. Then always remember that chaim kolchem my whole life is Hayom Today. This is also what Yaakov 

was blessing his grandchildren that this idea of “Today” should be on your lips and with that you will be able to receive the rest of the 

bracha. I saw the following mashel in an email from Guard your eyes which really brings out this idea.  

  His first steps were timid and tentative (after all, it had been several years) but within a few seconds, it all came back to him. With his hands 
twirling about, he virtually glided across the rope to the pole at the other end, and then, in a flash, made a fast turn, reversed his direction and 
proceeded back to the other side.  Along the way, he performed several stunts. The crowd went wild. When he was done, he slid down off the pole, 
took a bow and went running straight to Reb Mendel. "So?" he said. "Did you see that I was not held up by any cables?" A very impressed Reb 
Mendel replied, "Yes. You're right. No cables." “OK. You're a smart man. Tell me, how did I do it? Was it my hands? Was it my feet?" the man asked. 
Reb Mendel paused for a moment, closed his eyes and replayed the entire act back on his mind. Finally he said, "It's all in your eyes. During the 
entire time, your eyes were completely focused and riveted on the opposite pole." "Exactly!" said the performer. "When you see your destination in 
front of you and you don't take your eyes off of it, then your feet go where they need to go and you don't fall." The tightrope walker had one more 
question for Reb Mendel. "What would you say is the most difficult part of the act?" Again Reb Mendel thought for a moment. "Most difficult was 
the turn; when you had to change direction." "Correct again!" said the acrobat. "During that split second, when you lose sight of that first pole, and 
the other pole has not yet come into view, there is some real danger there. But... if you don't allow yourself to get confused and distracted during 
that transition, your eyes will find that pole and your balance will be there. 

Focus on Today-part 2 

In the days of communism's fierce grip on the Soviet Union, there lived a Chasidic Jew named Reb Mendel Futerfas. Reb Mendel repeatedly put his life at risk with his 

efforts to promote Jewish education behind the Iron Curtain, and for some 14 years was incarcerated in prisons and labor camps for his "crime" of teaching Torah. 

While in the Siberian gulag, he spent most of his free time studying and praying, but he also interacted and conversed with other prisoners -- some Jewish, some not. 

Among these prisoners was a circus performer whose claim to fame was his incredible skill as a tightrope walker. Reb Mendel would often engage this man in 

conversation. Having never been to a circus, Reb Mendel was totally baffled by the man's profession. How could a person risk his life walking on a rope several stories 

above ground? (This was in the days before safety nets were standard practice.) "To just go out there and walk on a rope?" Reb Mendel challenged incredulously. The 

performer explained that due to his training and skill, he did not need to be held up by any cables and that, for him, it was no longer all that dangerous. Reb Mendel 

remained skeptical and intrigued. After Stalin died, the prison authorities relaxed their rules somewhat and the guards told the prisoners that they would be allowed to 

stage a makeshift circus on May Day. There was no doubt that the famous tightrope walker's act would be the highlight of the show. The tightrope walker made sure 

that his friend, Reb Mendel, was in the audience. Everyone watched with baited breath as the tightrope walker climbed the tall pole to the suspended rope. 

 פרשת  ויחי  
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