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“And you shall make the Menorah of pure gold” (Exodus 25:31) 

The grammar used here is a bit unusual.  Whereas by the building of the Ark the posuk said “IWRA,“ 

“you shall make the Aron [of] shitim wood,” regarding the menorah, the suffix of the letter “T” is 

added.  Instead of menorah, the Torah writes menoras.  The suffix means “of,” so menoras zahav 
tahor is translated as menorah of pure gold. 

The suffix creates a phrase that can also mean that this is “pure gold’s menorah,” as if it is the 
possession of, or belongs to, the pure gold.  What can this mean?  Does gold need a menorah?  
What is the message? 

While we know that the Menorah represents Torah and intellectual illumination, the Rashbam makes 
a brief comment.  He says the Menorah was “to shed light on the Shulchan, the table of the show-
bread.”  Following that line of reasoning, we can now interpret the strange use of the word menoras.  

The Shulchan represented material prosperity, or parnasa.  One might think that different rules apply 
to parnasa, as we so commonly hear, “It’s just business,” or “What can I do, I have a family to 
support?”  The answer is that the Menorah is intended to 
shed light on how one must approach his livelihood.   

Just as the Menorah was constructed of a single piece of gold, 
so too is there only one “golden rule” of how to behave.  The 
rules that apply in the synagogue apply in business.  
What is proper in the Bais HaMikdash on Yom Kippur is what 
is proper in The Street. 

Moshe had great difficulty in making the Menorah but 
he knew that if HaShem told him to do it, it could be done.  
Similarly, we may wonder how we will survive sometimes, 
but HaShem tells us He will support us.  Moshe attempted to 
make the Menorah and HaShem completed the job for him.  
We must make our hishtadlus, our effort, but know that our 
work is truly being done by HaShem. 

Now it makes sense that the Menorah is, in fact, “pure gold’s candelabra.”  It teaches us how to look 
at money, and that only by following the Torah can our gold - our wealth and prosperity, be 
completely “pure.” 

WISDOM OF THE SAGES THROUGH THE AGES FROM THE PAGES 

A young man once came to the Chofetz Chaim and told him how excited he was to have recently 
purchased a pair of exceptional Tefillen.  The parshiyos were written by a well-respected Sofer, the 
leather battim were made by a superb craftsmen and every stringency was followed in their preparation. 

“And how much did you pay for these Tefillen?” asked the Chofetz Chaim.  “Eighteen rubles,” replied the 
fellow, which was a huge sum at the time. 

“And were you equally diligent to make sure the eighteen rubles was as perfect as the Tefillen?  How was 
the money earned? If money is borrowed and not paid back promptly it is wrongful possession of 
another’s property!  It is certainly praiseworthy to have perfect Tefillen,” concluded the sage, “but they 
must be bought with money that is just as perfect.” 
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Now You KnowNow You KnowNow You KnowNow You Know!!!!    
The design of the Menorah in the Mishkan is full of meaning and symbolism. Among the 
representations are: 
 
7 branches of the menorah7 branches of the menorah7 branches of the menorah7 branches of the menorah – 
-7 continents of the world 
-7 chachmos (wisdoms) incorporated in Torah 
-7 Heavenly bodies (Saturn, Jupiter, Mars, Sun, Venus, 
Mercury, Moon) that guide the Earth 
 
The Sun corresponds to the central branch of the 
Menorah, which is why it was created on the fourth day, 
with three days on either side of it. 
    
The 22 cups of the menorahThe 22 cups of the menorahThe 22 cups of the menorahThe 22 cups of the menorah – 
-22 letters of the ‘B - ‘A 

-22 parts of the world (air, fire, water, 7 heavenly bodies, 12 signs of the zodiac) 
-22 portions of a person (head, heart, kidneys, 7 orifices of the head, twelve limbs/organs) 
 
Since the Menorah represents Torah, and it also has so much physical symbolism, it reminds 
us that everything in life, in fact, in the Universe, has Torah at its core and we must behave 
accordingly. 

 

Workout – Rabbi Raymond Beyda 
"Like all that I show you the form of the Tabernacle and the form of all its utensils-- and so you 
shall make" [Shemot 25:9] 

The Tabernacle and the Temple that replaced it in Jerusalem are replicas of a heavenly Temple. 
It is similar to an artist who was commissioned to duplicate the capital city on a small piece of 
paper. The marketplace was represented by a scratch and the palace by a dot so that the paper 
could encompass the entire city. 

Imagine an expert artist who had many students and one of his best asked for his mentor's 
approbation. The student drew his work on a small piece of paper and submitted it to his teacher 
to review. When the expert looked at the rendition of the capital city he slapped his student in the 
face. "Why did you slap me?" inquired the shocked disciple.  

"You left out a small dot," answered the artist. "Because of one small dot you hit me? It is only a 
tiny detail in a beautiful work of art." said the shocked student. "Don't show your ignorance," said 
the teacher. "It is true that on this tiny paper it is only a tiny spot, however, in the capital city it is 
the royal palace. By neglecting that dot on your paper you have removed the royal palace from 
the capital." 

The Mishkan -- Tabernacle -- is a representation of a Heavenly abode, therefore all of its details 
must be perfect down to the smallest measurements because an inch on earth could be a mile on 
high. Moshe and Besalel supervised the collection of funds and materials to insure precision and 
purity. They both realized the effect a slight variation down on Earth would have when magnified 
in Heaven.  

Actions people do are magnified on their way to Heaven where they are recorded in a person's 
life file. One must be meticulous in misvah performance to insure the purity of intent and deed so 
that one's deeds stand up to the eye of the Heavenly Master Artist. 

Shabbat Shalom!  

Want to sign up to get this Shabbos Table Talk each week?  E-mail us at DoItForDovid@Gmail.com. 

 


