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המסות הגדלת אשר ראו עיניך האתת והמפתים “ 29:2,3

הגדלים ההם. ולא נתן ד' לכם לב לדעת ועינים לראות 

 ”.ואזנים לשמע, עד היום הזה

“The great trials that your eyes beheld, those great signs and wonders.  

But Hashem did not give you a heart to know, or eyes to see, or ears to 

hear, until this day.”  Moshe tells Klal Yisroel that they travelled a long 

path, they saw many great miracles and wonders, yet Hashem did not 

give them the heart to know, the eyes to see, or the ears to hear.  They 

did not really understand what they saw, and what occurred, until this 

day.  Now it would seemingly all click, and everything would make sense.  

What does it mean that Hashem did not give them the capabilities of 

knowing and understanding until this day – and what changed “this 

day?”  The following Divrei Torah will expound on this topic, and support 

the P’shat offered in the closing paragraph. 

י"רש   I have heard that the day on – ”עד היום הזה“ 29:3 – 

which Moshe gave the Sefer Torah to the B’nei Levi (as it says 31:9 

“ נים בני לויויתנה אל הכה ” – Moshe wrote this Torah and, “He gave it to 

the Kohanim, the sons of Levi”) all of Klal Yisroel came before Moshe 

and said to him, “Moshe, our master, we also stood at Har Sinai and 

accepted the Torah, and it was given to us.  Why do you put the sons of 

your own Shevet in charge of it, so that one day they may say to us, ‘It 

was not given to you, rather it was given to us’?”  Moshe rejoiced over 

Klal Yisroel saying this to him.  Moshe responded, “This day you have 

become a people to Hashem your G-d – this day I have understood that 

you cleave to and desire the Omnipresent.”  

 I led“ – ”ואולך אתכם ארבעים שנה במדבר“ 7:12 – דברים רבה 

you for forty years in the wilderness.”  Rebbe Yehudah said: Come and 

see the humility of Hakodosh Boruch Hu. According to the accepted 

practice of the world, when a person has a son and is carrying him, if the 

son aggrieves him, he immediately casts him down. Hakodosh Boruch 

Hu did not act like that, for Klal Yisroel, His son, were in the Midbar for 

forty years, and they angered Him, and yet He still carried them. Another 

P’shat – according to the accepted practice of the world, a person who 

has a son hands him over to the maidservant to nurse him, and if he has 

no maidservant, he gives him to a wet nurse.  How long will she nurse 

him? For two or three years.  Hakodosh Boruch Hu did not act this way, 

as it says in Yeshaya 46:4 “ועד זקנה אני הוא ועד שיבה אני אסבך” – “Until 

your old age I am unchanged, and until your old years I will carry you.” 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu said to Klal Yisroel, “My children, by your lives! Just 

as I have made you great in this world, so will I make you great and 

precious in the World to Come.”  Yirmiyah 31:19 “הבן יקיר לי אפרים” – 

“Is Ephraim not My precious son?” Whenever Hakodosh Boruch Hu 

speaks of His child, He remembers him more and more.  

ו"מהרז   – Devorim Rabbah 7:12 “ יר לי אפריםהבן יק ” – The 

Medrash in Vayikra Rabbah 2:2 says whenever the Posuk says the word 

 ,it is something which never loses its holiness and special qualities ”לי“

neither in Olam Hazeh nor in Olam Habah.  The Medrash here is 

teaching us from the word “לי” that Hakodosh Boruch Hu will also make 

Klal Yisroel great in Olam Habah.   

 Hakodosh – ”ואולך אתכם“ Devorim Rabbah 7:12 – אמרי יושר 

Boruch Hu has a greater love for His child Klal Yisroel, than a man of 

flesh and blood has for his child.   A father will generally have his child 

nursed for two or three years, however, Hakodosh Boruch Hu sees to it 

that His children, Klal Yisroel are nourished through their old age and 

beyond.   

“ 29:3 – העמק דבר  לכם לב לדעת ועינים לראות ' ולא נתן ד

 Hakodosh Boruch Hu wanted to take Klal Yisroel into – ”ואזנים לשמע

Eretz Yisroel with great miracles.  Had that occurred, Klal Yisroel, along 

with the rest of the world would have seen great miracles occur, and it 

would have strengthened their Emunah in Hakodosh Boruch Hu.  

However, Klal Yisroel were not ready for that.  They wanted to go into 

Eretz Yisroel without any miracles – to conquer the land through what 

we call nature.  They therefore requested to send spies to the land so 

that they would have the information necessary to conquer the land.  

Hakodosh Boruch Hu did not really want them to send the Meraglim, the 

spies, but being that they were in fact not ready to conquer the Land 

through miracles, Hakodosh Boruch Hu acceded to their request to send 

spies.  As we know, the spies brought back a derogatory report, and Klal 

Yisroel were punished for it.  It was because Klal Yisroel were not ready 

yet, that Hakodosh Boruch Hu did not give them the heart to know, the 

eyes to see, and the ears to hear – meaning that He did not take them 

into the Land with great miracles, for the path that one chooses is the 

path that Hakodosh Boruch Hu helps him along.  Had Klal Yisroel been 

ready, there would have been miracles, and their Emunah would have 

been great.  Unfortunately, because of Klal Yisroel, this could not 

happen, and they wandered through the Midbar for forty years without 

that rock solid Emunah in Hakodosh Boruch Hu that they should have 

had.   

 – ”ויקרא משה אל כל ישראל ויאמר אלהם“ 7:9 – דברים רבה 

“Moshe called all of Yisroel and said to them.”  This Posuk is to be 

understood based on a Posuk in Mishlei 2:1 “ בני אם תקח אמרי ומצותי

 My son, If you accept My words and treasure My“ – ”תצפן אתך

commandments with yourself.”  What does the Posuk mean, “If you 

accept My words?”  Rebbe Huna said in the name of Rebbe Acha that 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu was telling Klal Yisroel – “My children, let My Torah 

not be considered to you like a person who has a daughter who has 

reached maturity and he seeks to marry her off to whomever he will 

find.” Hakodosh Boruch Hu was telling Klal Yisroel that it is not like a 

person who is prepared to give away his daughter to anyone for she is of 

age, rather Klal Yisroel will only be Zoche to the Torah if they have 

sufficient merit to receive it.  The Malachei Hashareis questioned 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu how He could take this most precious commodity, 

the Torah Hakdosha, from the realms of Above and send it below.  “If 

you accept My words,” means that if Klal Yisroel will have sufficient 

merits, then they will be Zoche to receive the Torah.  What is the 

meaning of the words, “And treasure My commandments with 

yourself?”  Rebbe Abba Bar Kahana said: Hakodosh Boruch Hu said to 

Klal Yisroel, “You store away for Me Torah study and the performance of 

Mitzvos in this world, and I will store away for you a reward that is good 

for Olam Habah.”  Tehillim 31:20 “מה רב טובך אשר צפנת ליראיך” – “How 

abundant is Your goodness that You have stored away for those who 

fear You.” 

בני אם תקח “ Devorim Rabbah 7:9 Mishlei 2:1 – אמרי שפר 

 The Malachim staked their claim to the Torah – ”אמרי ומצותי תצפן אתך

and said that the Torah belongs in Shomayim.  Moshe stated that it 

cannot remain in Shomayim for while the study of Torah can technically 

be done in Shomayim, the actions – the performance of the Mitzvos, can 

only be done on this world, where there is a Yetzer Hara.  The Malachim 

responded that the study of Torah should still remain in Shomayim, and 

let the actions of the Torah be performed on this world.  Moshe 

responded that it will not work – for there will be many mistakes taking 

the Torah from Above and bringing it constantly down to this world – 

where the actions will take place.  The Torah study must take place 

down in this world to ensure that the actions are performed correctly.  

Therefore, one must not only study the Torah but he must also perform 

the Mitzvos of the Torah – for if there is no performance of Mitzvos, 

then the Torah should have remained in Shomayim with the Malachei 

Hashareis.   

“ 29:3 – רבינו מיוחס  לכם לב לדעת' ולא נתן ד ” – Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu showed Klal Yisroel many miracles, though Hakodosh Boruch 

Hu did not give them the heart to know the greatness and the kindness 

that He performed for them.   
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“ 29:3 - מדרש הגדול  ם לב לדעתלכ' ולא נתן ד ” – Moshe was 

telling Klal Yisroel that even though Hakodosh Boruch Hu performed 

many miracles for them, they still were in doubt, as if they did not have 

the heart to understand.   

ושמרתם את דברי הברית הזאת ועשיתם “ 29:8 – אלף המגן 

לו את כל אשר תעשוןלמען תשכי, אתם ” – “You shall observe the words of 

this covenant and you shall perform them, so that you will succeed in all 

that you do.”  Avodah Zara 19b – “ כל העוסק בתורה , אמר רבי יהושע בן לוי

....שנאמר ושמרתם את דברי הברית, נכסיו מצליחין לו ” – “Rebbe Yehoshua 

Ben Levi said that all who busy themselves with the study of Torah, will 

have success with his possessions.”  “ושמרתם” – and you shall observe – 

meaning that you should not just perform the Mitzvos without 

understanding them, rather you should think and understand the 

Mitzvah you are performing.  One should perform Mitzvos with great 

love and joy, and should understand that each Mitzvah he performs has 

great value. 

“ 29:8 - דן ידין  , ושמרתם את דברי הברית הזאת ועשיתם אתם

 It is a person’s obligation to – ”למען תשכילו את כל אשר תעשון

understand the reason and the source of the Mitzvos he performs.  One 

should not just perform Mitzvos by rote – and the only way to truly 

understand Mitzvos is through Torah study.  “ושמרתם” – and you shall 

study the Torah – then, “ועשיתם אתם” – you shall perform the Mitzvos.   

א מבעלזא"מהר  ושמרתם את דברי הברית הזאת “ 29:8 - 

למען תשכילו את כל אשר תעשון, ועשיתם אתם ” – Menochos 110a – One 

who studies the Torah portion of the Korbon Olah, is as if he brought a 

Korbon Olah.  The same applies for all Korbonos.  We can take this one 

step further – that if one learns the portions of the Torah that discusses 

the punishments, then it is as if he received those punishments and 

there is no longer a need for him to get punished.  If one studies the 

Torah well, and learns all the laws and its punishments, then he will be 

successful for he will not need any punishments.   

“ 29:3 – שפתי כהן  לכם לב לדעת ועינים לראות ואזנים ' ולא נתן ד

עד היום הזה, לשמע ” – Avodah Zara 5b – One does not understand his 

Rebbe until forty years.  Avos 5:21 – “בן ארבעים לבינה” – One does not 

obtain Binah, a knowledge of insight until the age of forty.  29:4 “ ואולך

 ”.I led you for forty years in the wilderness“ – ”אתכם ארבעים שנה במדבר

Shir Hashirim 2:7 “אם תעירו ואם תעוררו” – “If you dare provoke G-d to 

hate me or disturb me.”  Targum Yonason explains that this Posuk is 

telling us that Klal Yisroel travelled through the desert for forty years in 

order for the Torah to become saturated in their Guf, so that their Torah 

should have a Kiyum.  Had Klal Yisroel entered Eretz Yisroel immediately, 

they would have had to plant and attend to their fields and vineyards, 

and their Torah would have been forgotten from them.  They wandered 

in the Midbar for forty years, years that were uninterrupted from 

dealing with earthly matters – they had their food, drink, and clothing 

taken care of, so that they could spend their time exclusively learning 

the Torah so that they should “know Hashem” – for the entire Torah is 

comprised of the Names of Hashem.   

“ 28:69 – רבינו אפרים  את משה ' אלה דברי הברית אשר צוה ד

 is the Gematria of thirty six, K’neged the amount of ”אלה“ – ”לכרת

Mesechtos we have of Gemara.  “לכרת” is the same letters as “לכתר” – 

“as a crown” – it is the Torah which one can make for himself a crown.   

“ 29:1 – ברך משה  אתם ראיתם את כל אשר עשה , ויאמר אלהם

לעיניכם בארץ מצרים לפרעה ולכל עבדיו ולכל ארצו' ד ” – “And he said to 

them, ‘You have seen everything that Hashem did before your eyes in 

the land of Mitzrayim, to Paroah and to all of his servants, and to all his 

land.”  They all saw that there was light for Klal Yisroel, and darkness for 

the Mitzriyim.  Even after this was seen by all, it still did not awaken 

people to do Teshuva and to return to Hashem.  The B’nei Yissoschor 

says (Elul 1:9) that the war of Sichon and Og was in the month of Elul.  It 

was in this war that Moshe was able to make an impact for all of the 

days of the year to humble the Klipos (evil powers) and to open the 

gates of Kedusha in this month.  Klal Yisroel need to take a great Mussar 

from this that even during the great miracles that Hakodosh Boruch Hu 

performed in Mitzrayim, that the light of Kedusha only went on those 

who were Yarei Hashem, and those who contemplated His Name.  One 

who wants to bring upon himself this great Kedusha during the month of 

Elul, he must be Misorer himself – awaken himself with Teshuva, Tefilah, 

and Tzedakah.  “ מרתם את דברי הברית הזאת ועשיתם אתםוש ” – One must 

awaken himself with Teshuva and Ma’asim Tovim down here, and then, 

 it will be awakened above, and he will – ”למען תשכילו את כל אשר תעשון“

succeed in everything his does.  One who desires life will awaken himself 

during these holy days, the days of Elul through the Yomim Nora’im, 

with Torah, Tefilah, and Tzedakah to the best of his capabilities.  The 

main thing one must do is strengthen himself in Torah study, as it says in 

the Yalkut 960 – Moshe tells Klal Yisroel that they must constantly study 

the Torah.  As we say in Selichos on Erev Rosh Hashanah, “ ואין לנו שיור

 we don’t have any other good advice or options – ”רק התורה הזאת

except for Torah study which gives Kiyum to the world.  It is the Torah 

that is our life support in this long bitter exile, and it is through the Torah 

that one can do a proper Teshuva and attain a complete atonement for 

his sins, and attach himself to Hakodosh Boruch Hu.  Hakodosh Boruch 

Hu will open up his heart to the Torah and place within him a great love 

and fear, and he will be Zoche during these days to succeed in 

everything he does - to serve Hakodosh Boruch Hu with a complete and 

full heart.  All of Klal Yisroel will be Zoche to Ksiva V’chasima Tova, a year 

of light, a year of Geulah, with the coming of Ben Dovid  במהרה בימינו

  .אמן

ושמרתם את דברי הברית הזאת ועשיתם “ 29:8 - באר משה 

למען תשכילו את כל אשר תעשון, אתם ” – This Posuk tells us that the way 

for one to see Hatzlacha is through the Torah Hakdosha.  Yehoshua 1:8 

“ כי אז תצליח את דרכך ואז תשכיל... תורה הזה מפיךלא ימוש ספר ה ” – “The 

Book of Torah shall not depart from your mouth…for then you will make 

your way successful, and then you will act wisely.”  Tehillim 1:2,3 “ כי אם

וכל אשר יעשה יצליח...חפצו' בתורת ד ” – “Only in the Torah shall his desire 

be… and everything that he does will succeed.”  We see that there is a 

Posuk in Chumash, Nevi’im and Kesuvim all transmitting the same 

message to us – through the Torah, one will be Zoche to have success.  

We must Daven for success in Torah, for success in Torah will translate 

to success in everything.   

 Perhaps now we can understand what the Posuk means that 

Klal Yisroel did not have the heart to understand, the eyes to see, or the 

ears to hear until this point.  Moshe Rabbeinu was telling Klal Yisroel 

how they would be Zoche to success in everything they do.  It is all in the 

Zechus of the Torah Hakdosha.  While Klal Yisroel saw many great 

miracles occur they did not see them, hear them, or understand, 

through the lens of the Torah Hakdosha.  Klal Yisroel journeyed through 

the Midbar for forty years and studied the Torah unhindered by external 

matters.  Moshe Rabbeinu wrote a Sefer Torah and gave it Shevet Levi, 

and the entire Klal Yisroel complained – “Why only them?”  At this point 

in time – after the forty years of intense Torah study, the Torah was a 

part of each Yid in Klal Yisroel.  Moshe was ecstatic that Klal Yisroel 

reacted in this manner – for it showed that they were one with the 

Torah.  It is now that they were one with the Torah, and saw everything 

through the lens of the Torah, only at this point could they truly 

appreciate and understand everything that Hakodosh Boruch Hu did on 

their behalf all of those years.  Moshe Rabbeinu had fulfilled his mission 

of teaching Klal Yisroel that all success comes through Torah study.  May 

we be Zoche to study the Torah in the proper manner, so that the Torah 

should infiltrate us, and become a part of us.  In the Zechus of the Torah, 

may we be Zoche to succeed in everything we do, and be Zoche to a 

Ksiva V’chasima Tova.    


