
והקריתם לכם ערים ערי מקלט תהיינה לכם 

(יא:לה) ונס שמה רצח מכה נפש בשגגה   

You shall designate cities for yourselves; they shall be 

cities of refuge for you, and a murderer who killed a 

person unintentionally shall flee there. (35:11)  

The Torah requires us to prepare Cities of Refuge to 

protect those who kill inadvertently. 

In Devarim (19:3), the Torah repeats this obligation. 

The Gemara in Masechta Maakos (10a) elaborates on 

these “preparations”, describing how signs were 

posted at every intersection saying “miklat/refuge”, 

pointing the killer in the right direction. 

The meforshim note that the Torah seems so 

concerned that this unintentional murderer should 

find his way, yet, when it comes to the mitzvah 

of “oleh regel”, there are in fact no mentions of road 

signs to ensure easy access. Surely, the pilgrimage to 

Yerushalayim was relevant to many more people, as 

it was an obligation, so why then did the Torah not 

stipulate the same requirement? 

The simple difference between the two scenarios is 

that the murderer is in dire need of our protection, as 

he is fleeing to escape the vengeance of the victim’s 

relative. The Torah therefore obligates us to put up 

signs to help ensure a safe arrival. 

The Brisker Rav zt”l offers another answer. When a 

man just committed murder, even by accident, the 

last thing that he wants to do is to talk about it. So 

here we have a person running frantically down the 

street to find protection, besides himself from what 

has just occurred, and now he must ask someone a 

giveaway question, “Which way to the closest ir 

miklat?” How embarrassing!  Therefore, the Torah 

requires the signs, enabling him to stay “low key”. 

However, concerning oleh regel, the Torah wants us 

to ask each other for directions, as this would 

publicize the mitzvah, and many more people would 

join in. The Medrash (Yalkut Shimoni) tells us that 

Elkana would go up to Shiloh for aliyah l’regel, 

passing through as many towns as possible, notifying 

everyone of his trip, so that they would join in. In the 

merit of this deed, he was zocheh to have Shmuel 

HaNavi as a son. 

We can add to this the following story that was told 

over by Rav Ruderman zt”l: In the 1930’s, Rav Aharon 

Kotler zt”l arrived in Baltimore to raise funds. Rav 

Aharon spent quite some time there, each night 

speaking in another shul, collecting a few more 

dollars. After a few weeks, he managed to collect a 

sizable sum. 

At the same time, one of the leaders of the 

Conservative movement came to speak in Baltimore, 

also raising funds for something. In one night, he 

managed to raise the entire amount.  Afterwards, one 

of their spiritual leaders told Rav Ruderman that you 

see from here that Conservative is more correct than 

Orthodox and clearly HaShem is on the side of the 

Conservative movement. 

Rav Ruderman responded with our vort. When it 

comes to an aveirah, the Torah does not want there 

to be any publicity, so signs with directions to the ir 

miklat are put up. This way, he does not need to ask 

anyone how to get there, and no one hears that a sin 

was committed. But when it comes to being oleh 

regel, the Torah wants everyone to know about it so 

there are no signs placed. The same is true with your 

rabbi. HaShem has no interest in him having any 

chance to spread his false hashkafos, so Hashem 

makes him successful in one night and with that he is 

gone the next day. As for Rav Aharon Kotler, HaShem 

wanted him to spend a lot of time here, each day and 

night spreading more Torah ideas inspiring people to 

do more mitzvos. 

- - - - - 

On another note, even with the obligation to prepare 

these cities, and to place the signs, Rav Gifter zt”l 

notes that the Torah does not use the term zimun, 

which means “to prepare”, but rather hikrisem, which 

is the same word as mikreh, happening , an event that 

occurs by chance, without preparation. 

The Torah is teaching us that if we hear that a Jew has 

killed someone, we must realize that his act is so very 

foreign to the Torah’s view of society. We cannot 

allow our minds to accept such an action as part of 

life in this world. Such news must catch us 

“unprepared”, so to speak, since occurrences like 

these are foreign to the Torah way. 

Good Shabbos,        מרדכי אפפעל 
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