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 פרשת וישלח
This adaptation is dedicated in honor 

of my dear wife, Devorah, 
and our dear son & daughter, Moishe & Yael. 

 ולרפואה שלימה: העניא בת פריידל
 
 

 

  

  )לב, ד( "לאכים לפניו אל עשו אחיויעקב מ שלחיו"
“Then Yaakov sent angels ahead of him 
to Esau his brother”     
 
Why did Yaakov send messengers to him?  He 
pondered, “I will send him messengers – maybe 
he will return in teshuva.”  He commanded them 
to relate his successes so that Esau would see 
that even in a foreign land, in the home of Lavan 
the Swindler, Hashem blessed him.  Maybe, he 
would recognize that Hashem was with him and 
would return in teshuva.1 
 

 
 דרך בעבודת ד'

The Path in Serving Hashem 
 
How does a Jew merit becoming a tzaddik?  Only 
by never giving up on himself – regardless of 
everything that has happened. 
 
There is no one for whom everything proceeds 
smoothly.  Everyone encounters issues – from all 
sides.  Every person has his own route - we need 
only accustom ourselves to turn to Hashem.  
When a person suddenly understands that of all 
of the options that he has, the most important 
one is to raise his head upwards, turn to Hashem 
– that is the greatest light, it is the secret of 
clinging to Hashem. 
 
Yaakov Avinu endured it all.  From the moment 
that he was forced to flee his father’s home, 
through the years he was forced to spend in the 
environs of the world’s top crook and swindler, 
Lavan, leading up to the terrifying meeting that 
this week’s parsha opens with.  On one side, 
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Yaakov Avinu with the four holy foremothers, 
the eleven shevatim and an large quantity of 
cattle and, on the other side, four hundred 
warriors approaching with Esau at their lead, 
livid and seeking revenge.  Yaakov Avinu’s 
predicament seemed hopeless.  His chances of 
peacefully emerging from this threatening 
encounter seemed miniscule.  Nevertheless, 
everything went well and he survived tranquilly.  
How did Yaakov earn that result?  He did so by 
acting with humility and modesty. 
 
“I have been diminished by all of the 
kindnesses.”2  He expressed that Hashem had 
performed so many kindnesses for him that 
perhaps he had been diminished - maybe his 
merits had been reduced and his evil brother 
could triumph over him.  In simple language, 
with real honesty, he asked the Creator of the 
World, “Rescue me, please, from the hand of my 
brother, from the hand of Esau, for I fear him.”3 
 
It is so important how we look at everything that 
happens to us – with which glasses we observe 
events.  If we recognize that everything that 
happens is to heal us, correct us, sterilize us, 
cleanse us, purify us, to draw us close to 
Hashem – if we realize that this is the 
singular purpose of any torment we endure – 
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then, everything becomes much easier to 
bear.  However, if we perceive every occurrence 
as if there is no Divine Providence, G-d forbid, we 
can truly despair and become broken. 
 
We must remember that there is a Creator of the 
World and He orchestrates everything.  He 
knows precisely what we need to go through 
to come closer to Him.  We must have 
complete emuna that from this very 
occurrence, our salvation will sprout – 
precisely in this manner, precisely through 
these difficulties. 
 
Yaakov Avinu lived with emuna.  He had emuna 
that Hashem would fulfill His promise, “Return 
to your land and to your relatives and I will do 
good with you.”4  He had emuna, even if he did 
not yet see the light at the end of the tunnel. 
 
Emuna means reminding ourselves, in every 
situation, in every challenge that we face in 
life, that Hashem is All-Powerful.  A person 
realizes that, according to the laws of nature, 
there is no chance – so he gives up.  He throws 
up his hands in despair.  Have emuna that the 
Creator of the World will do something that 
you never even considered.  If a person casts 
aside his intellect, there is no limit to the 
solutions and salvations that he will suddenly 
have emuna that Hashem can rescue him 
through. 
 
In the most trying moments, in the harshest 
darkness, remember that Hashem is with you 
in this challenge.  He knows exactly what is 
happening to you.  He lives your pain.  To 
Rebbe Nachman, strengthening oneself was not 
just good advice, it was not some 
recommendation for a better life – it was literally 
an obligation.  Our lives are a constant and 
unrelenting struggle and Rebbe Nachman’s 
guidance was vigilantly and incessantly to 
strengthen ourselves.  HKB”H is with us in all of 
our downfalls and He helps us get back up.  If 
we ponder it, we will find the expansiveness 
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within the anguish.  What I am going through is 
very challenging – but even within the difficulty, 
within the misfortune, I see how HKB”H tries to 
help me, to lighten my load. 
 
Yaakov Avinu prepared gifts in anticipation of 
his fateful encounter with his brother and he 
instructed the messengers to place gaps between 
the herds that he was sending.  “And leave a 
space between drove and drove.”5  Do not look at 
all of your troubles collectively.  Make a 
separation – allow a pause.  Deal with one 
problem and leave the rest aside for the moment.  
Even in the problem that you are dealing 
with, find the solace; find Hashem’s 
compassion. 
 
“Sometimes it seems to a person as if the entire 
world is collapsing upon him – as if, G-d forbid, 
all of the calamities merged together and 
inundated him at once, G-d forbid, without any 
relief at all.  Due to this, his heart is warped 
toward Hashem Yisbarach and he cannot 
sincerely call out to Hashem.  Consequently, his 
troubles multiply, Heaven forbid.  For, whoever 
is drawn after his troubles, his troubles are 
drawn after him.  Therefore, we must be very 
careful to place space between our troubles 
and find gaps within each hardship itself.  We 
must offer gratitude and acknowledgement 
for these breaks, constantly, because every 
difficulty truly contains some interludes within 
it.  ‘You have relieved me in my distress.’6  It is an 
aspect of ‘and leave a space between drove and 
drove’ that Yaakov Avinu instructed.”7 
 
Within all of the sorrows and privations that he 
underwent, Yaakov Avinu safeguarded his joy.  It 
is impossible to come close to Hashem except via 
troubles and anguish.  That is where Hashem 
wants us to find our joy, our connection to Him. 
 
The angel who struggled with Yaakov, the 
ministering angel of Esau, tried to cast Yaakov 
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into sadness – but Yaakov fought and did not 
grant him leave until he blessed him.  What 
bracha did Yaakov ask for?  He requested 
happiness.  “No longer will it be said that your 
name is Yaakov, but Yisroel.”8  What is the 
implication of the name Yisroel (ישראל)?  It is 
made up of the letters of sing (שיר) and G-d ( ל-א ) 
– one who constantly sings - continuous joy. 
 
Do you have trouble being happy?  Contemplate 
all of the kindnesses that Hashem, the 
Benevolent One, does for you and that will help 
you be happy.  We are usually so engrossed in 
what we are still lacking that we forget the 
amazing verse, “We are fortunate, how good 
is our portion, how pleasant our lot, and how 
beautiful our heritage!”9 
 
Yaakov Avinu, in the midst of all of his 
tribulations, saw the kindnesses.  “For with my 
staff I crossed this Jordan and now I have 
become two camps.”10  I remember how I got 
here and I see what You have made of me, 
Master of the World. 
 
Happiness is our most crucial internal service.  A 
person has no right to walk the streets with a 
dour expression.  It is like digging a pit in a 
public domain – it endangers others.  When we 
are among people, we must do everything 
possible to smile, to brighten our countenance.  
That is why we have a face.  We can inject so 
much sadness into the heart of others when 
we greet them with a sullen expression or we 
look away when they pass, as if we did not 
notice them. 
 
The secret to joy is closeness to Hashem.  When a 
person lives with Hashem, it is good for his soul.  
What do people need more that good in their 
souls?  Granted, we need livelihood, we need 
shidduchim, etc.  However, most important is 
what is good for the soul.  Sometimes, people 
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have everything, except good in the soul.  Really, 
what does he have?  Things are not okay for him.  
Nothing consoles him.  Nothing encourages him. 
 
In the meeting between Yaakov and Esau, after 
many long years of separation, Yaakov wanted to 
give his brother a gift, to appease him.  Esau 
refused, “I have plenty.  My brother, let what you 
have remain yours.”11  How did Yaakov respond?  
“Inasmuch as G-d has been gracious to me and 
inasmuch as I have everything.”12  
 
Two opposing worldviews.  Esau says he has 
plenty – while I have a lot, there is still room for 
improvement, I do not yet have enough.  By 
contrast, Yaakov says he has everything – I am 
not lacking anything and I am happy with my 
lot.  Yaakov Avinu merited achieving the most 
wonderful and perfect pleasure in the life of man 
– the pleasure of one who clings to his Creator.  
Our entire issue in life is to protect that bond.  
Only that fills the soul.  Only that gives us true 
joy.  Any other type of happiness only lasts if it is 
connected to our bond with Hashem.  If not, it 
may provide fleeting joy and pleasure – but it 
eventually degrades and does not satisfy the soul 
for any extended period. 
 
What is the secret of “I have everything” – what 
is this “everything?”  Everything (כל) comes from 
the term for annihilation (כליון) – as if to say, I 
want Hashem to the point of the annihilation of 
the self.  I have desires and longings for Hashem 
– so I have everything.  Our soul pines for 
something from above instead of the reality that 
we are in currently.  It wants something higher, a 
reality that elevates us.  If we would only attain it 
– everything would be different.  What is this 
reality?  It is all of the amazing things that are 
found in holiness.  It is found slightly above us, 
we have not yet reached it, just beyond our 
grasp.  Our entire task is to try to grab a bit of it, 
to feel it, crave it, draw strength from it.  For 
this, the soul is already happy – for the desire 
itself.  True, I have not yet succeeded in this area 
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 תפילה
 

Master of the World!  I need You to strengthen me with emuna.  I must have this.  Honestly, I still look at everything that 
happens as if there is no Divine Providence, G-d forbid.  How else could I still be saddened by things that happen to me?  Are 
they not all Your doing?  Help the idea that You, Father, orchestrate everything here and You know precisely what I must 
endure to achieve closeness to You - penetrate my mind and heart. 
 
Help me have absolute emuna that, from my troubles - my salvation will sprout – specifically in this way, particularly via this 
difficulty. 
 
Help me strive to have emuna in You; strive to have emuna that You do not do anything bad in life.  When all sorts of 
disruptions and impediments to my plans occur, when the exact opposite of what I had asked for and davened for occurs, 
help me remember the three key words of emuna: So Hashem desires.  This first – only then, to remind myself that Hashem 
really wants what is best for me – so why am I so broken?  Why am I so frightened?  Why do I despair? 
 
Help me, father, to remember that You are All-Powerful and even if, naturally, there is no hope – I must have emuna that You 
will do something that I could not have fathomed.  Help me cast aside my intellect in these moments.  Then, there is no limit 
to the solutions and salvations with which You can rescue me.  Just like at the Splitting of the Sea. 
 
Help me, Father in Heaven, to have emuna that - in the grimmest darkness, in the most difficult moments - You are with me, 
that You know what I am going through, that You live my pain with me. 
 
Help me, Father, to internalize this truth that there is nothing aside from You.  For this is not yet a part of me.  I still regularly 
become confused and forget that what occurs now is also from You.  I constantly run to the kitchen to eat something and 
thereby calm myself.  I pick up the phone to call someone to relieve what is on my heart.  I have not yet reached the ultimate 
truth that there is nothing aside from You.  Help me reach it, Father. 
 

Have an awesome, uplifting, and wonderful Shabbos, 

Dov Elias 

Notice: The foregoing is based on my limited understanding of the Parsha Sheet, Ohr Ha’Emuna, disseminated by Harav Menachem Azolai Shlita and is not a 
complete or exact adaptation of Ohr Ha’Emuna and is not necessarily even a reliable interpretation of the ideas presented therein.  Ohr Ha’Emuna is published 
in Hebrew; in translation, accuracy is always compromised.  Rav Azolai has not reviewed this material - any inaccuracies, omissions or confusion should be 
attributed exclusively to me.  I still hope you enjoy and it provides some chizuk.  Thank you Mordi Blass for helping with some of the Hebrew expressions.  
Thank you to my wife, Devorah, for proofreading and commenting on the “working draft.” 
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or that matter – But I want, I want, I want.  We 
must see our desires.  Otherwise, we see only our 
deficiencies, our failures – and we fall into 
sadness and self-persecution.  What is it worth if 
I want something but have not done it?  It is 
worth a lot!  So long as we do not abandon our 
desires, Heaven considers us completely 
righteous.  It is possible for a person to 
accomplish only small deeds, but his desires 
are enormous – it is considered tremendous 
in Heaven. 
 
There is no more complete or amazing 
pleasure in life than the infinite and eternal 
delight of a person who is connected to the 
King of the World, with love and awe.  Dveykus 
(clinging) to Hashem is so remarkable and 

fantastic.  It is what the soul wants.  A person 
who has Hashem needs nothing – he has 
Hashem, so he has everything. 
 
However, this must be with both love and awe.  
Only then is it complete.  If it is only with love or 
only with awe – it is not sustainable. 
 
Clinging to Hashem, living with Hashem 
means to see everything that happens to us as 
coming from Hashem.  There is nothing aside 
from Hashem.  Only when a person finds 
himself in misfortune and suffering can he 
see the truth that there is no world – there is 
only Hashem.  Only then is he fully cognizant 
that there is nothing aside from Hashem and 
Hashem never abandons us. 

 


