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  ‘Torah Study Investments Ltd.’ – 'ת"ת השקעות בע"מ'  
My eldest son asked for a new suit for Succos since this suit his mother bought 
him last year. Her mother lifted it and said that to the best of her memory his 
Shabbos suit was in good condition and he did not need a new suit, the boy 
accepted his mother’s decision and he went to his room. Now, his mother’s 
conscience bothered her and did not let her rest, she called to her son and said: 
‘Come, let’s wait for Father to come home and we’ll see what he has to say 
about this.” His smile returned and the mother’s conscience calmed and peace 
returned to its place. 
Father returned, ate a little and relaxed from work, the mother posed the 
question to her husband, Father asked to see the suit and determined that it 
was in excellent condition and there was no need to buy a new one, and he 
asked the boy why he thought he needed a new suit for Yomtov? The boy 
respectfully replied: ‘I know that the suit is in good condition and does not 
need to be replaced, however, I worked hard in my studies all year and I did not 
get less than 100% Excellent on every test to make my parents happy and bring 
them nachas, but if your decision is no, I accept it with love and 
understanding.’  
As a father, I truly felt that the boy did bring us much nachas and I could not 
stand before him, especially since he showed much respect although he felt 
strongly about it. I said: Listen, if you ask if you need a new suit, the answer is 
certainly not, but if you ask if you deserve a new suit for all the hard work and 
diligence, then the answer is definitely yes!!!’ 
I then took out my credit card and gave it to my son and I told him to buy a nice 
suit befitting a boy who fulfills the mitzvos beautifully and gives us unlimited 
nachas. The boy’s face shone and without further ado, he left to Yerushalayim, 
he found a nice suit and called to ask permission as the price was 700 shekels, I 
approved it and he promised to study even harder. I explained to my wife that 
this expense was for learning which is guaranteed to return and I agreed to the 
price even though there were less expensive suits, but since this was not on my 
account and this will give the boy a desire to learn I relied on the promise of 
Chazal. 
Two months later the phone rang and on the other end of the line was the 
clothing store saying that I owed 1500 shekel, I panicked and asked for what, 
and they explained that before Succos we bought a suit, I cut him off and said 
that it was 700 shekel, they explained that I won a lottery of 1500 shekel in 
connection with one of the grocery chains and I had to choose whichever one I 
preferred. It took me a moment to regain my senses, and then it was explained 
that whoever bought a suit for a certain amount was entered in a lottery and 
my son entered my name on the ticket and I won an amount more than double 
of what I spent so that my son could learn Torah. I asked them to send me 
coupons for the supermarket near me and in a few days, they came and the 
whole family rejoiced at how Hashem returns the expenses for learning. 
Before this Pesach I went to buy clothing for the holiday and for a wedding of 
one of my children, and I went into the office of the clothing store (the same 
one where my son bought the suit) and I told the story to one of the partners, 
he was so excited to hear the hashgacha pratis that came my way and he was 
happy that I shared the story with him, and he asked to help with the expenses 
for the clothing of my son’s wedding as a gift and even here the abundance of 
learning Torah did not end. With thanks to the Creator of the World.    .ר.י 

 

To speak about My servant Moshe – לדבר בעבדי משה 
Every Jew has faith, (particularly the readers of ‘Tiv Hakehila’, 
who read articles and stories of hashgacha pratis [Divine 
Providence] on a steady basis whose purpose is to arouse and 
strengthen faith in Hashem Yisbarach), and sometimes it is 
even possible to overhear people who do not keep the Torah 
and mitzvos boasting that they believe in HaKadosh Baruch 
Hu, and of course every one of us truly tries to strengthen and 
believe that everything that happens to him is due to Divine 
Providence from Hashem, but what about what happens to 
another person? Do we believe that others too are guided by 
Divine Providence or chas v’shalom…? 
What happens when we see a person attain greatness, 
someone becomes wealthy or receives an important position, 
or to make a distinction, someone achieves spiritual 
greatness, that he merited becoming a Rosh Yeshiva, or the 
Rav of a community, or something similar, what do we think 
about him or the greatness that he received? We begin to 
make all kinds of calculations how fitting is he for that 
greatness and how did he reach it, and at that moment it does 
not enter our minds that if he attained that greatness, that it 
is HaKadosh Baruch Hu that is standing behind this, HaKadosh 
Baruch Hu decided that this person is fit for greatness and He 
Himself led him to this position. 
Rashi in our parsha says some frightening things on the posuk 
 Why did you not‘ – 'מדוע לא יראתם לדבר בעבדי במשה' (12:8)
fear to speak about My servant, about Moshe’, Rashi says, 
‘about My servant even if he were not Moshe, or about one as 
righteous as Moshe even if he were not My servant, it would 
have been appropriate for you to fear him, all the more so 
now that he is My servant, and the servant of a king is a king, 
you should have said, “It is not without good cause that the 
King loves him.” And if you were to say that I do not recognize 
Moshe’s deeds, this is a graver sin than the first one. 
According to the words of Rashi, the very thought that I think 
that perhaps the greatness that he attained is not coming to 
him, this very thought is a thought of heresy! ‘And if you were 
to say that I do not recognize the quality of his deeds, this is a 
graver sin than the first one.’ 
‘Hashgacha Pratis’ is truly a concept that everyone must 
encourage and believe in, that HaKadosh Baruch Hu 
supervises over him in a unique way at every moment, 
however, in the same vein one must believe that HaKadosh 
Baruch Hu supervises over all His creations and runs the world 
in the best possible way, and if we see someone achieve 
greatness we have to say, ‘that the King does not love him for 
nothing’, and if HaKadosh Baruch Hu gave him greatness, it is 
a sign that he is deserving of it.      

    - Tiv HaTorah – Beha’aloscha 
 



 

 

 במעלת הענוה
The Virtue of Humility 

 

 
ויאמרו האנשים ההמה אליו אנחנו טמאים לנפש אדם למה נגרע 

לבלתי הקריב את קרבן ה' במעדו בתוך בני ישראל: ויאמר אלהם 
ח(-)ט:ז משה עמדו ואשמעה מה יצוה ה' לכם:  

Those men said to him, “We are impure through a human 
corpse; why should we be left out by not offering Hashem’s 
offering in its appointed time among the Children of Israel?” 
Moshe said to them, “Stand and I will hear what Hashem will 
command you.” (9:7-8) 
We have said many times that the Torah is eternal, and 
everything stated in it hints to topics that are relevant for all 
times, and it is not for no purpose that many matters are written 
in it which at first glance we see no teaching in practice. True, a 
simple reading teaches topics relevant to the moment, 
nevertheless, when we contemplate a little bit about these holy 
events we see that they teach things that can even be applied to 
the generations, as stated in the Zohar HaKadosh (Section 3 
149b): “Whoever says that a specific story in the Torah is only 
there to teach regarding that particular story, is mistaken, 
rachmana litzlan.” It is incumbent on us to think about them, and 
then we will realize that every detail in the Torah teaches a 
person regarding the thing that he must do, and the path that he 
must take. 
Based on what we have stated, it is incumbent on us to 
understand the topic of the claim of 'למה נגרע' – ‘why should we 
be left out’ in our parsha, as a simple reading of the parsha is 
only speaking about something that was relevant for that time. 
This was a claim of the impure [tamei] who wanted to fulfill the 
mitzvah of offering the Pesach, and so this argument helped 
them accomplish this purpose and through it the mitzvah of 
Pesach Sheni was established. However, in our days, since our 
Bais HaMikdash has been destroyed and we cannot actually fulfill 
this mitzvah, and since this is so, we have to consider what is the 
intent of this passage in relation to our times as well.  
Perhaps we can explain that the Torah is trying to teach us the 
topic of humility, since whoever is arrogant is in the category of 
‘impurity of the soul’, as he is removed from everything and all 
matters of sanctity, as brought down in the mishnah of our 
Chachamim z”l for HaKadosh Baruch Hu states regarding the 
haughty one ‘I and he cannot dwell together in the world’ (Sotah 
5a) and we find that with his arrogance he pushes away the legs 
of the Shechina, and he removes from upon himself its sanctity 
chas v’chalila, and one who removes himself from holiness 
continues to do more severe things until he is in the category of 
‘impurity of soul’ rachmana litzlan, and he literally descends to 
the lowest level, for corpse contamination is the most severe 
impurity there is, and those that are arrogant wallow at this 
level, chalila. 
The distinction between the arrogant person and the one who 
recognizes his lowly worth, is the topic of recognizing the 
goodness of the Omnipresent. The humble person knows that he 
is not fitting for any benefit as he recognizes that the reality is 
that he was formed from a putrid drop and his end will be that 
he will go to a place of worms and maggots, and since this is so 
he recognizes the goodness of HaKadosh Baruch Hu, in all that he 
has merited in his mundane and spiritual portions. In his opinion, 
he is not entitled to the goodness that he has received from the 
Celestial Table, and he literally sees freely given kindness, and 
since this is so, even when he sees that he has not merited all the 
spiritual elevations and levels of his friend, he does not get upset  
 
 

and he does not complain about his lacking, he knows that HaKadosh 
Baruch Hu is not obligated to give him anything and there is nothing 
to feel sad about. Even more so, this person recognizes the 
benevolence of the Omnipresent for by the strict letter of the law he 
should not have anything, still, he has the power to sweeten the 
judgment through prayer, and through it attain all his needs and 
desires, and so he appreciates the gift and pleads before his Creator 
as a servant before his master. 
Things are different with respect to the haughty individual who 
recognizes his own ‘worth’ [he focuses on himself] and since this is 
the case, he thinks that he is deserving of everything and he sees 
himself literally as ‘a blemished individual’ if he lacks something that 
he wants, and since this is so, he always walks around in a constant 
state of sadness and worry for what he is lacking. He is always 
complaining about his situation. Even if he has merited and he has 
been blessed with various good things, he does not appreciate the 
abundant goodness that Yisbarach has bestowed upon him, rather, he 
constantly sees himself as lacking things. This person will never find 
comfort for his soul as long as he remains with his arrogance, and as 
long as he holds onto his foolishness he will not realize that he is 
wrong in his thinking, and besides his fooling himself with his folly he 
holds himself back from elevating, as we have mentioned previously 
that anyone who conducts himself like this, distances himself from 
holiness, and since this is so he is held back from all the spiritual 
benefit rachmana litzlan. 
The advice that the Torah has for this person is to think about his nature, for 
through this he will recognize his low worth, and his soul will understand that 
he is not in the category of a creation at all, and by doing this he will remove 
the screen that separates him from the loftier levels, and this prepares him to 
attain them, and even if he does not reach them, nevertheless, he will come 
to the understanding that whatever he has is in the category of Kindness from 
Hashem Yisbarach, and he will no longer complain about his situation, and he 
will be among those who are happy with their lots. 

The Torah hints to all this in these posukim, for 'האנשים ההמה' – 
‘those men’ who are always complaining about what they do not 
have due to their haughty character, and since this so it is as if they 
are explicitly saying 'אנחנו טמאים לנפש אדם' – ‘we are impure 
through a human corpse’, for this is the outcome of arrogance, and 
because of their arrogance they always say 'למה נגרע' – ‘why should 
we be left out’, that is, they are always complaining about what they 
do not have and they wonder and ask why are they lacking such and 
such an item, for this ailment of arrogance makes them see 
themselves as creatures who are deserving of everything, and if they 
are lacking something they are vocal about it, and they ask why they 
are being held back 'מלהקריב קרבן ה' במועדו' – ‘from offering 
Hashem’s offering in its appointed time’ for they want to merit 
spiritual elevations and through it come closer to Hashem, and merit 
through this to be 'בתוך בני ישראל' – ‘among the Children of Israel’ 
that is, to be included with all those who merited this. 
As a response to their request, Moshe told them 'עמדו' – ‘stand’ – 
you have to stop your way of thinking, for you are always talking 
about your ‘self’ and therefore, you complain about what you are 
lacking, 'ואשמעה' – ‘and I will hear’ – an expression of listening, for 
once you realize that your way of thinking is wrong, then you will 
listen to the advice of Hashem Yisbarach that 'מה' – ‘what’ an 
expression of humility and in this merit you will earn that  'יצוה ה'

 Hashem will command you’ – an expression of joining‘ – לכם'
together, meaning that in the merit of humility you will earn 
closeness to Hashem, and Hashem Yisbarach will be your portion and 
inheritance, for then you will merit the residing of the Shechina, and 
automatically you will merit elevations and levels that will help you 
cling to Hashem Yisbarach. 
   
 


