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     HALACHOS OF MA’ASER KESAFIM     

Continued from Previous Week… 

1) Sales tax is a monetary obligation that each person must pay when purchasing an item, and thus may not be 

deducted from the amount you earned when calculating Ma'aser.  Income tax that is deducted before you 

receive your pay is not considered income. (See Igros Moshe Yoreh Deah Vol. 1 Siman 143 and Shu"t Teshuvos 

V'Hanhagos Vol. 1 Siman 560. Dayan Weiss Zatzal in Minchas Yitzchak Vol. 5 Siman 34 maintains that although exempt, one 

who does indeed give Ma'aser from the money that was deducted for income tax, is praiseworthy.). Income tax refunds 

are considered income, and Ma'aser must be given from them. 

2) Money spent on optional life insurance policies is not exempt from Ma'aser. However, health insurance 

premiums are exempt from Ma'aser (Psak of Rav Shlomo Zalmen Auerbach Zatzal. Rav Menashe Klein Zatzal disagrees 

and maintains that health insurance premiums are like any other household expense and may not be deducted from income 

when calculating Ma'aser). Fire, theft and accident insurance may be deducted from income. 

3) Money that was designated for Ma'aser (without any stipulations about its use) may not be used for any 

other Mitzvah and must be given to poor people. (Rama Yoreh Deah Siman 249:1)  Some Poskim maintain that if an 

opportunity to do a [non obligatory] Mitzvah arises that requires the spending of money (e.g. marrying off an 

orphan) and one would not be able to afford the Mitzvah otherwise, he/she may use Ma'aser money to perform 

the Mitzvah. However, if one is obligated to perform this Mitvah (e.g. buying an Esrog and Lulav)  Ma'aser 

money may not be used according to all Poskim. (See Shu"t Chasam Sofer Yoreh Deah Siman 231 for a more lengthy 

explanation of the difference between Mitzvos that are required and those that aren't)  

4) The best thing to do when separating money for Ma'aser is to stipulate that it may be spent how you see fit, 

thus it will be permitted to use it for any Mitzvos that arise. (Shu"t Bais Dino Shel Shlomo Yoreh Deah Siman 1;  See 

also Shu"t Chasam Sofer ibid. and  Birchei Yosef Siman 249:4)  

If one's custom is to always give his/her Ma'aser money to poor people, according to many Poskim,  the above 

stipulation will not work and  he/she must only use the Ma'aser money for poor people. (See Shu"t Tzitz Eliezer 

Vol. 9 Siman 1. See also Shu"t Levushei Mordechai Yoreh Deah Siman 179)  

5) Any Tzedaka that one is accustomed to give (Meshulach at the door, in Shul, solicitation letters etc.)  may be 

deducted from the amount owed to Ma'aser, as long as one stipulated when calculating the Ma'aser that he/she 

be allowed to distribute this money however they want. (Chofetz Chaim in Ahavas Chesed Perek 18:3. See also Shu"t 

Mishna Halachos Vol. 6 Siman 168)  

6) Mishloach Manos that is given out to friends and family on Purim may not be bought with Ma'aser money (See 

Shu"t Chasam Sofer Orach Chaim Siman 196 for a lengthy discussion about this) .Matanos L'Evyonim that is given to 

poor people on Purim may not be given with Ma'aser money. (Being that this is a Takana D'Rabanan to give, it is 

considered a debt and thus may not be paid with Ma'aser. See Shu"t Maharil Siman 56. See also Mogen Avraham Orach 

Chaim Siman 694:1) .However, once the obligation of Matanos L'Evyonim was fulfilled by giving 2 coins to 2 poor 

people, any additional money one gives to additional poor people throughout the day of Purim, may be given 

from Ma'aser money. (Maharil ibid. See also Mishna Berura Siman 694:2 at length)  

7) "Kaparos" money (which many people use on Erev Yom Kippur in place of a chicken) may not be taken from 

Ma'aser. (Shl"a Maseches Yoma Amud haTeshuva Dibur HaMaschil B'Erev Yom Kippur)  

The "Machtzis HaShekel" given [in Shul] each year  in Chodesh Adar, before Purim may not be given from 

Ma'aser.  (Shu"t  Bais Dino Shel Shlomo Yoreh Deah Siman 1. See also Sefer Tzedaka U'mishpat Perek 6 footnote 

37) .Nowadays that there is no set amount which must be given for "Kimcha D'Pischa" (obligatory 

contribution  that each community member must contribute to a "fund" which provides Pesach necessities to 



ה"ע דוב משה' ר בת ריזל מרים החשובה והאשה ל"ז דוד בן אלעזר אברהם' ר באדם היקר נ"לע  
 

 
 

the poor people in the city) it is no different than any Tzedaka, and may thus be given from Ma'aser. (Psak of Rav 

Shlomo Zalmen Auerbach Zatzal quoted in Ma'adanei Shlomo Inyanei Pesach. Others argue on this Psak. See Shu"t Shevet 

HaKehasi Vol. 1 Siman 137 at length.)  

8) Ma'aser money may be used for expenses related to fixing a community Eiruv, if one is doing so on his/her 

own accord. However, if the community association is obligating all residents to pay into a fund for the 

maintenence of the  Eiruv, it may not be paid from Ma'aser money. (Psak of Rav Menashe Klein Zatza. See also  Sefer 

Tzedaka U'Mishpat Perek 6:10)  

9) It is acceptable  to "buy" Aliyos to the Torah or other Kibudim (honors during the davening, such as opening 

the Aron Kodesh, Hagbah etc.) with Ma'aser money, if the money goes to help poor people. (See Shu"t Bais Dino 

Shel Shlomo Yoreh Deah Siman 1. See also Ahavas Chesed Vol. 2 Perek 19:2 and Shu"t Chasam Sofer Yoreh Deah Siman 

249) . If only part of the money goes to poor people, and the rest goes to the Shul or another acceptable cause, 

then Ma'aser money may be used only if there is nobody else to "buy" the Aliyos, and even then it is best to only 

give the part that goes to the poor people from Ma'aser. 

10) One must have in mind before bidding on these honors that if he wins he plans to pay using Ma'aser money, 

otherwise it is like any other debt, and he cannot pay with Ma'aser money. (Shu"t Bais Dino Shel Shlomo ibid.) . If 

the entire money goes to pay the Shul's expenses (utilities, salaries of Chazan, caretaker etc.) it should not be 

paid for with Ma'aser money.(ibid.)  

11) When using Ma'aser money to pay for Aliyos or other Kibbudim (when all the conditions we enumerated 

above have been met) according to many Poskim, only the amount that you added above the previous bid may 

come from Ma'aser. 

For example, if the bidding was holding at $50, and you upped it to $75, you may pay $25 of that from Ma'aser 

while the other $50 must be paid from your own money. The reason for this is because had you not bid, the 

Tzedaka would have received $50 anyway from the person that originally bid, and you only added an additional 

$25. Only the gain that you aided the Tzedaka in getting may come from Ma'aser.(Elya Rabba Orach Chaim Siman 

156 and Rav Akiva Eiger on Shulchan Aruch Yoreh Deah Siman 249. This is also how Rav Yaakov Kamenetsky Zatzal in Emes 

L'yaakov Yoreh Deah Siman 249 and many other Gedolei HaPoskim Pasken L'maaseh)  

12) However, if the original bidder was planning to use Ma'aser money too to pay if he won, perhaps the above 

Halacha would be different as in that case, the original $50 would have been from Ma'aser money anyway, 

albeit from a different person. A Rav should be consulted for Halacha L'maaseh. 

 

…To Be Continued Next Week B’Ezras Hashem 

 

 
 

One thing you can give and still keep,  is your  word.  
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