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FACEBUKER SHABBOS TABLE TALK 
Continuing the Legacy of Rabbi Dovid Winiarz of blessed memory 

Shmos 5777 

 

In one of the most famous stories in the Torah, little Moshe is placed in a basket in the Nile 

River, so that he not be found by the guards Pharaoh sent from house to house looking for 
Jewish boys.  

Later, his basket is discovered by none other than Pharaoh’s daughter herself, who takes 
pity on the baby and brings him home, despite the fact that this is against her father’s 
decree that all boys born should be thrown into the Nile and drowned. 

The Torah tells us that when she opened the basket and saw him, “and behold the lad was 
crying, and she pitied him and said, “This is the child of a Jewish family.”  How did she 

know? 

The Torah says that the “lad” was crying.  Had it been referring to Moshe, it should have 
said the baby was crying. 

The Baal HaTurim says that the lad was Aharon, Moshe’s older brother, who had been 
waiting nearby.  When the basket was found, he began to cry. 

If this boy was crying because his brother was about to be taken away, and would 

suffer, it must be that he was a Jewish child, because only Jews feel each other’s pain 
so acutely. 

The Baal HaTurim adds that the numerical of “na’ar bocheh, the crying lad,” is “zeh Aharon 
HaKohain, this is Aharon the priest.”  Though Aharon was not yet a Kohain, it was precisely 
because of this trait of love and happiness for his brother that he would later merit his 

wearing the Choshen Mishpat, the Breastplate of Judgment, upon his heart. 

What, me worry? 
The Avnei Nezer, R’ Avrohom Borenstein, was married to the daughter of 
the Kotzker Rebbe. They lived in dire poverty, yet he never seemed to be 
concerned with his plight. One day his frustrated wife asked him, "Why is it 
that our poverty does not concern you at all?" The Avnei Nezer answered, "I 
worry as much as everyone else, but there is a big difference. 

Your great father took me as a son-in-law because of my brilliant mind. What takes others an 
entire day to think about, I can think through in a few moments. So while other poor people spend 
their entire day worrying and consumed with their predicament, I spend a few moments every 
morning thinking everything they can possibly think of the entire day. Then I can get on with the 
other things on my daily agenda." 

When G-d appeared to Moshe at the burning bush, Moshe said that he needed to have a name to tell 
the people Who had sent him. HaShem said, “Ehiyeh asher Ehiyeh – I will be what I will be.” Rashi 

 



explains that HaShem told him, “I will be with the Jews in this sorrow (in Egypt) and I will be with them 
in other situations of suffering under foreign kings.” 

Moshe argued that it was bad enough the Jews had to deal with Pharaoh, why should he tell them that 
they will be down-trodden in the future too? Daya l’tzara b’shaata, It’s enough to go through the sorrow 
when it happens, but you don’t need to worry even before it happens! 

HaShem agreed with Moshe and changed his message. Moshe was directed to say that “Ehiyeh” – 
the name that represents HaShem being with us, had sent him. 

This teaches us a valuable lesson. Worrying doesn’t change the circumstances; it only makes you 
more afraid of them. It is better to ignore the potential difficulties down the road and instead deal with 
things as they come. Even G-d agreed that made sense. 

 

FACEBUKER SHABBOS TABLE TALKING POINTS 
Have you ever thought about the fact that when Moshe went to Pharaoh he was just able to walk in? 
While certainly HaShem was at work, and there are Midrashim about obstacles he overcame, a 
simple reading of the Torah makes you realize that his former position in Pharaoh’s house helped him 
to gain access. 

When HaShem told Moshe to remove his shoes at the burning bush, He said, “The place you are 
standing is holy.” There is a fascinating approach to explaining this verse: Wherever you are, G-d put 
you there at that moment and it is sanctified and set apart for you to do something great in that place. 

DISCUSS AT YOUR TABLE: What are some other examples of people being in the right place at the right time? 
What about a situation that seemed unfortunate but later turned out to be a great opportunity? 

How about in your own life or the lives of those you know? How has HaShem guided you through life in the most 
unexpected ways? 

Want to sign up to get this Shabbos Table Talk each week?  E-mail us at DoItForDovid@Gmail.com. 

 

Much the same 
way we rarely 

know the whole 
story when we 

follow the news, 
our Sages 
teach us to 

judge 
everybody 

favorably. - DW 
(See >>>> for more) 

When Moshe saw the Egyptian beating the Jew, 
the Torah tells us he looked this way and that and 
saw no one. Thereupon he killed the Egyptian and 
buried him. 

Moshe was Pharaoh’s Chief of Staff. He could have 
killed anyone he wanted for any reason he 
wanted. Why, then did he look around? 

Chazal, our Sages, tell us that Moshe was looking 
to see if this man would have any descendants 
that would be worthy of this ancestor being 
spared. (We find that Yaakov also saw the descendants of Ephraim 

and Menashe when he looked at them so there is precedent.) 

However, when he looked back and forth, “there 
was no man,” meaning the fellow would have no 
future generations that would amount to anything 
or be righteous and worth saving. 

What this means is that while G-d judged 
Yishmael as he was in the moment, righteous, 
Moshe took it a step further and looked to see if 
this man was wicked but perhaps might sire 
children who would be righteous. Had that been 
the case, Moshe would have spared his life. 

What a lesson in how to judge our fellow man! If 
we can find ANY redeeming quality, even if it’s a 
long way off, it is proper to search for it and not 
simply write someone off. 

 


