
May the Torah study caused by this sheet serve as a merit for a Refuah Shelaima for  

Miriam Chaya bas Bracha,  
a young mother of three who slipped into a coma while giving birth to her newborn this week.  

Please have her in your prayers. 

SSSSponsor an issue for $36ponsor an issue for $36ponsor an issue for $36ponsor an issue for $36    to honor a special occasion or to honor a special occasion or to honor a special occasion or to honor a special occasion or  
commemorate a loved onecommemorate a loved onecommemorate a loved onecommemorate a loved one. E. E. E. E----mail DoItForDovid@gmail.commail DoItForDovid@gmail.commail DoItForDovid@gmail.commail DoItForDovid@gmail.com    

FACEBUKER SHABBOS TABLE TALK 
Continuing the Legacy of Rabbi Dovid Winiarz of blessed memory 

Vayigash 5777 

 

It is just after 1 o'clock in the morning and I just got home from an amazing evening of learning and I 
wanted to share one insight I heard tonight that validates what I have been teaching for years about 
the importance of living a Torah life with joy, enthusiasms, and simcha! 

I am typing under my covers to share this with you so the light won't disturb the other occupant of the 

room so I will not be quoting verbatim from the text but you can look it up too . 

In the Torah portion of Vayigash (I think) Yaakov comes before Pharoah for the first time and the 
Egyptian monarch is flabbergasted by our forefather 's old appearance and inquiries just how old 
Yaakov is. 

Yaakov replies that he has gone through a very hard life and many trials and tribulations. 

G-d informs Yaakov that, by virtue of his being on such a high level of perfection, he is being held 
responsible for his complaining and not a accepting that everything G-d does is for the best.  
 G-d then explains the punishment for this crime. For every word that Yaakov spoke negatively, G-d 
would remove one year away from his life. Indeed we know that Yaakov’s father lived to 180 and 
Yaakov passed away at 147 years young. 

Rav Chaim Shmulevitz asks a powerful question. The only way, asks Rav Chaim, to get to 33 words is 
to include Pharaoh’s question to Yaakov in the equation. Otherwise the answer is much less. Why is 
Yaakov being punished for Pharaoh's question? 

Rav Chaim answers that a Torah Jew is responsible for 
always reflecting the joy, privilege and grandeur of being a 
Torah Jew. For Yaakov's face to betray the troubles he went 
through reflected a shortcoming on one of the spiritually 
greatest men of all time.  

To that end, the very fact that the question "How old are 
you?" was asked, is included in the condemnation of 
Yaakov. 

Let us recognize the intense privilege of being a Torah 
observant Jew and, if our observance is not up to snuff, let 
us recommit to growing our observance with joy.... 

....so much so that people can see it reflected in our faces! 

- R’ Dovid Winiarz z”l, Facebuker Rebbe, May 16, 2014 

 

One of the signs Yosef gave his father to prove that it was really him, was that he reminded Yaakov 

that the last thing they had studied was ‘Egla Arufa,’ the laws of the calf that is decapitated when a 

corpse is found in an open area outside a city. The townspeople perform this ritual and say that they 

didn’t allow him to leave without being escorted. Doing so would be comparable to shedding his 

blood as bandits seeing an unaccompanied traveler would think no one would care if they killed him. 

 

 



How do we know that this is what they were learning? In Beraishis, 37:13, Yaakov sends Yosef to check 

on his brothers. (Note: He says, “Go see the Shalom/peace of your brothers” implying that Yosef 

should strive to see only good.) He says, “Go, and I will send you.” Is it possible to send him after he’s 

gone? Rather, explains the Kli Yakar, he meant “go and I will send you off with an escort.” 

Twenty-two years later, when Pharaoh sent wagons to bring Yaakov and his family to Egypt, Yosef sent 

wagons to escort Pharaoh’s wagons, thus fulfilling this mitzvah as well. 

How striking it is to note that the lesson Yosef remembered all those years later was not something 

Yaakov said, but rather what he DID. This is an important lesson for all of us that people will learn from 

what you do more than they ever will from what you say. 
 

Tomorrow (Sunday) is the fast of Asara B’Teves, the tenth of the Hebrew month of Teves, which 

commemorates the beginning of Nevuchadnetzar’s siege of the first Bais HaMikdash which culminated in 

the Temple’s destruction three years later.   

It also commemorates the tragedy of the Septuagint. The Egyptian-Greek king Ptolemy kidnapped 72 

Jewish sages and locked them in separate rooms and ordered them to translate the Torah into Greek.  

Miraculously, all 72 of them came up with identical translations, even making the same changes to the text 

to avoid offending Ptolemy. (Megilla 9b) 

Despite the open miracle, our Sages say this day was as bad for the Jews 

as the day the Golden Calf was made! Why? 

This translation opened the Torah to all comers, and being able to study 

the Written Torah without the inseparable Oral Torah led to its misuse 

and corruption. 

It was now used as the basis for other religions, for persecution of the 

Jews, and led to such things as the Asara Harugei Malchus - the Ten 

Martyrs, killed “in lieu” of Yosef’s brothers - the Inquisition, and the 

Holocaust.   

Eliminating the necessity to study Torah from a teacher according to 

tradition, like from Ezra and Nechemia, sages who died on 9 Teves, was a 

deep, unfathomable tragedy, so we fast.  

(Incidentally, R’ Dovid Winiarz, who became a teacher to thousands of people who had none, was born on 10 Teves.) 

FACEBUKER SHABBOS TABLE TALKING POINTS 
In the list of Yaakov’s children who went down to Egypt is one that seems to stand out. The children 
of Shimon include “Shaul ben HaCanaanit,” Shaul, son of the Canaanite woman. Rashi tells us that 
this was the son of Dina, who had been assaulted by Shechem, a Canaanite prince. Since no one else 
would marry her after that, her brother Shimon agreed to take her as his wife. (Legal in the Pre-Torah days.) 

It seems strange that the Torah would highlight this terrible event and remind everyone for eternity 
of what happened to Dina. We don’t remind a convert that he was not born a Jew, nor do we remind 
a sinner of his sins.  

DISCUSS AT YOUR TABLE: Why does the Torah publicize this event? Are “bad” things truly bad? Would 
Shimon have married Dina another way? Osnas, wife of Yosef and mother of two Tribes, was the daughter of Dina and 
Shechem. Could this be part of it?  

When things happen that are traumatic, should we turn our backs on them and try to forget them, or is the Torah 
reminding us to reflect on them and see their place in HaShem’s Master Plan? 

Want to sign up to get this Shabbos Table Talk each week?  E-mail us at DoItForDovid@Gmail.com. 


