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Tu B’Shvat and Shavuos 
Many wonder about the apparent reversal of customs that we observe: On Tu 

B’Shvat, which is the Rosh Hashanah (New Year) for trees, the Nation of Israel is 
involved with the fruit and yet, Shavuos when we are judged for the fruit we have 
the custom to bring tree branches into Shuls. It is brought in the Sefer ‘Toros 
V’Uvdos MiBais Raboseinu’ in the name of the Admor of Satmar zt”l, where it is 
explained like this: The trees hint to parents, the father and mother of the entire 
family, and the fruit are a hint to children. On Tu B’Shvat, the Rosh Hashanah for 
trees, we bring the fruit, that is, the children, and we examine the trees, that is, 
the parents, as to how they are conducting themselves with their children; are 
they watching over them as they should or chalilah are they abandoning them to 
the mercy of the street, and they are not checking on the friends that they are 
associating with to see if they are appropriate for them? In contrast to this, the 
holiday of Shavuos when we are judged for the fruit, the children are examined; 
are they honoring their parents, are they following after them as they should be?  

(Umatuk HaOhr – Shavuos) 

 

Shavuos is a holiday that is commonly referred to as the marriage of Hashem and Bnei Yisroel. 

How did we come to reach a level of marriage to Hashem, the status befitting a level of equality, for a 

union with Hashem? Three months ago at Pesach, at the time of the Exodus, we were on the lowest 

level— we were servants! Additionally, when it comes to the Jewish calendar, it is comparable to a spiral 

staircase. We are in the same position as in the past year, just one rung higher and one year later. Shavuos 

is the time for receiving the Torah. How can we consider being on the same level as those who received 

the Torah at Har Sinai? The zodiac signs for the months of Nissan, Iyar and Sivan respectively, are Aries 

(Sheep), Taurus (Ox), and Gemini (Twins). Rav Dovid Orlofsky explains that these represent stages of 

progression. Sheep represent being completely subservient and not having any individuality. The ox 

represents working hard and carrying a load, and can refer to taking on responsibilities. Through this 

development we can reach the level of Gemini, twins, being of an equal part and having a personal status. 

Yet, there is one strong condition— there is another ‘twin’. Rav Dessler, in Michtav Me’Eliyahu, stresses 

that although we are not actually on the level of those who left Mitzrayim, we have to want to and strive 

to be great. By setting our goals as such, we are preparing ourselves to be proper receptacles 

for Hashem’s Brachah— the Torah. Through developing our desire to become closer to Hashem, we are 

availing Him the opportunity to supply us with a higher standard lifestyle, which is the lifestyle of Torah, 

as well as the special relationship that is referred to as marriage between us and Hashem! 
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There is a custom to learn all night on 

Shavuos, and this Minhag has roots that reach 

back to the earliest era of our nation. It was 

originated in order to make up for the fact that 

our ancestors actually had slept the night of 

Matan Torah, the night before the Torah was 

given on Har Sinai. To make up for this, many 

people stay up all night and study Torah 

(Midrash Shir HaShirim Rabbah 1:56). The 

practice is mentioned in the Zohar (Parashas 

Emor 98a), where it even describes the reward 

that awaits one who studies Torah all night. One 

who stays up all night to learn receives seventy 

Divine Brachos from Hashem above and is 

crowned with a special Spiritual crown of the 

Upper Heavens! They are also inscribed in a 

special Sefer HaZikaron, a Book of 

Rememberances in Shamayim. The Arizal writes 

in Shaar HaKavanos that whoever stays up all 

night learning is assured that he will certainly 

live out the year. The Chofetz Chaim records 

this statement as Halachah in the Mishnah 

Brurah (494:1). Siddur Etz Chaim (page 46a) 

writes that fulfilling this practice of learning all 

night makes it as if we ourselves received the 

Torah when we hear the Laining of Shavuos. It 

is therefore as if we were actually there at      

Har Sinai on the day of Matan Torah itself! 

 

      Besamei HaTorah 
                            …Beneath the Surface 

 
 

 
 
 

      R’ Shmuel Winzelberg 

       Shavuos Treasures  

Sefer Chayei Olam Nata offers a Mashal. A father and son were traveling, and they were riding on a donkey. 

People saw then and commented how cruel they were to make the donkey carry the double load of two 

passengers, so the son jumped off and walked along the side. The people then said, “Look at that father who 

rides while his son walks!” The father then jumped down and let the son ride on the donkey. The comments 

then were, “Look at that disrespectful son who rides like a king while his poor father walks beside him on 

foot!” The son immediately climbed down and they both walked alongside the donkey. Then they 

heard, “Look at those fools! They have a donkey, and they choose to walk beside it instead of riding on top of 

it!” They didn’t know what to do now. They couldn’t ride on the donkey because everything they tried was 

met with criticism. So they came up with a brilliant idea. They lifted the donkey and carried it on their 

shoulders! The lesson of this Mashal is that one should do what is right and not bother to try pleasing others. 

This is especially true when it comes to performing Hashem’s Mitzvos and learning Torah. If one holds 

himself back from learning or doing what is right because of what other people say or think about him, he 

will never accomplishing anything, and he will end up walking around with a donkey on his back! 

 

  Megilah Treasures 

Without the Oral Torah  
we do not have the Written Torah 

We read Megillas Rus on the holiday of 
Shavuos because Dovid Ha’melech was born and 
he passed away on the holiday of Shavuos, and 
Megillas Rus describes the genealogy of Dovid. 
The Chida says that for this reason there is a basis 
to read Sefer Tehillim on the holiday of Shavuos. 
The Chidushei HaRim states that on Shavuos we 
received the Written Torah and we read in Megillas 
Rus, how is it possible for Dovid to be king, he is a 
descendant of Moav? The answer is that “a male 
Ammonite and not a female Ammonite, a male 
Moabite and not a female Moabite” are prohibited 
from joining Israel, and this is an exposition of 
Chazal. That is, after receiving the Written Torah – 
now it is upon us to receive the Oral Torah, for 
without the Oral Torah we do not have the Written 
Torah. (Umatuk HaOhr – Shavuos) 

 



  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Middos       
The Dubno Maggid relates a Mashal. In a small town, there lived an informer. He would 

receive money from the local ruler to report to him daily about all the things the locals were 

hiding from him. This man was hated among the community but the rewards he received from 

the ruler made it worth his while. The local townspeople did everything they could to make life 

as difficult as possible for him. One day he finally had enough and he told the local ruler that he 

would leave town for a neighboring town where the people didn’t know him so he could live in 

peace. The ruler was sad to lose his valuable informer, yet he thanked the man for his years of 

loyal service. He even wrote a letter to the ruler of that neighboring town, praising this man and 

advising the ruler to take full advantage of his wonderful service. At the same time the 

townspeople were thrilled to finally rid themselves of this troublesome person, and they too sent 

letters to their friends and family in the other town warning them about this evil and greedy 

informer. When he arrived in the new town, it was in the middle of a harsh winter, and snow was 

piled up all over the streets. He looked for a place to stay, but as soon as he knocked on 

someone’s door and they saw who it was, they closed the door on him. With no choice, he went 

to the local ruler who gave him a warm welcome. He told the ruler what had happened to him 

and that no one would welcome him in, and that he was interested in buying someone’s home 

from them, but no one would talk to him. The local ruler told him that he can’t force anyone to 

sell him a home, but any land he could find would be his to keep. After searching all over town, 

he came up empty-handed. Just as he was about to give up, on the edge of town he saw a large 

and beautiful property which he claimed as his own. He called in the finest builders and 

contractors to construct for him a beautiful mansion. He stood there each day supervising the 

work and watching his mansion quickly rising from the ground. Strangely, whenever one of the 

townspeople passed by the site, they would smile at him. He couldn't understand why they were 

happy to see him, since they all hated him. Finally the mansion was complete and it was 

magnificent. He thought that now the people would stop laughing at him. However, when the 

next person walked by and smiled at him, the informer grabbed him and took him into his house, 

and said that he would not to let him go until he told him what the big joke was. The man told 

him, “You built your house on the frozen lake! In a few weeks when it gets warmer, the ice will 

crack and your beautiful home will fall to the bottom of the water!” The Dubno Maggid explains 

the lesson of this story. One can build magnificent structures with their Torah and Mitzvos, but if 

they are built on frozen ice it won’t last very long. Eventually the ice will melt and all one’s great 

efforts and work will sink. We must build only on the solid ground of Emunah, Middos, and 

L’Shem Shamayim. If one only learns Torah or does Mitzvos in order to be honored or rewarded, 

it will crumble and not last. On Shavuos, as we rededicate ourselves to accept the Torah, may we 

also dedicate ourselves to learning and doing Mitzvos the right way and for the right reasons— 

for the sake of Hashem! 
 

 L’Maaseh      
Rav Meir Shapiro, Rosh 

Yeshivah of Yeshivas Chachmei 

Lublin was once traveling 

throughout Europe and America to 

collect funds so he would be able 

to meet his financial obligations. 

While in America, Rav Meir 

succeeded in not only raising 

funds, but he managed as well to 

instill many American Jews with 

an awareness of the importance of 

Limud HaTorah. “I feel a sense of 

satisfaction about one thing,” he 

later told his Talmidim. “In every 

town I visited, in every talk I gave, 

I succeeded in rejuvenating 

Yiddishkeit. People were awakened 

to Ruchniyus and felt a need to 

reconnect with Hashem!” One 

example of this was when Rav 

Meir had a conversation when he 

had visited a small rural 

community in the United States. 

One of the local Jews complained 

to Rav Meir Shapiro that since 

only a few customers came into his 

store, he was not able to make a 

livelihood, and therefore, he could 

not give a donation to the 

Yeshivah. Rav Meir asked him, 

“Tell me, what do you do when 

there are no customers in your 

store?” The man answered, “I read 

a book.” Rav Shapiro replied, 

“Instead of reading a book, why 

don’t you say Tehilim or study 

Torah? When the Satan sees you 

doing this, he will send many 

people to interrupt you! When you 

waste your time reading a book, 

the Satan is quite pleased and will 

persuade the customers not to 

bother you. If you do what I say 

and learn or say Tehilim when it is 

quiet, you will see, your business 

will get busier and busier because 

the Satan will definitely try to stop 

you!” The man followed Rav 

Shapiro’s advice and within a very 

short time, he was so busy with 

customers that he hardly had time 

in the day to keep up his learning 

and Tehilim schedule! 
 

 

 Sponsored by the Shaool Family 

יארציט ו' סיון   -ז"ל     לאה בת רפאל ורבקהלע"נ:   

  

These Divrei Torah are available weekly by email and sponsorship opportunities are available.  

For information, please send an email to: RabbiYehudaWinzelberg@gmail.com 

 

 בס"ד

Pearls of Wisdom… A Word for the Ages 
When the Mashgiach of Yeshivas Mir, Rav Yeruchom Levovitz, was young, he learned in Kelm. At 

some point, a few months had passed and his mother did not receive any mail or news of his well-

being, and she began to worry. She began to slowly save money for a trip to Kelm to check on her 

son, by skimping on her meals and borrowing from friends and neighbors. When she was finally able 

to put together the necessary funds, she ordered a wagon for her trip. The ride was difficult as they 

traveled through the snow and mud. She arrived in Kelm in the middle of the night and not a light 

was on in any home in the town. The only light she saw on at that hour was in the Bais Medrash. 

Without any choice, she entered the Bais Medrash and climbed up the stairs to the Ezras Nashim 

where she sat down on one of the benches. She heard the sweet voice of one of the boys sitting over 

his Gemara and learning in the very late hours of the night. She looked down over the balcony and to 

her delight, she saw it was her son Yeruchom! At that point she immediately went downstairs and 

left the Bais Medrash without disturbing her son. She got back into her wagon and asked the driver 

to take her back home. The driver was surprised and asked her why she wanted to leave so quickly 

after making such a long trip? She explained that she only came to Kelm to check on her son, and 

now that she knew that all was well with him, she needed nothing more and was able to return home! 

 


