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At the end of Parashat Shemot, Moshe was sent to Paroh to tell him to free Bnei Yisrael.
The results of that meeting were disastrous, not only did Paroh refuse to free them but
he doubled the quota of work that had to be done daily. When Moshe and Aharon were
leaving Paroh, Datan and Abiram were waiting for them and scolded them for making
things worse. Moshe then complained to Hashem by saying למה הרעתה לעם הזה למה 
.זה שלחתני “Why did You cause harm to Your nation and why did You send me?”
Hakadosh Baruch Hu said to Moshe, “It is terrible that the great people who are lost can
not be found (meaning the Abot). How many times have I revealed Myself to Abraham
Yitshak and Yaakob in the name of Shakai, but I did not tell them My name, Hashem, and
you are questioning what I did? When I told Abraham leave your land and travel all over
Erets Yisrael and I will give it to you, when he needed a plot to bury his wife Sarah he had
to pay a fortune for it, and he did not question Me. I told Abraham I will give the land to
Yitshak and your children and then I said to take Yitshak and slaughter him, and he did not
complain. When he needed water he dug wells and then the shepherds of Gerar stuffed
them up leaving him with no water to drink, and he did not have any complaints”. The
Midrash continues with all the problems that the Abot had but never complained, but
you, Moshe, on your first mission to Paroh and you complained of this, therefore you will
not be zocheh to see the conquering of the kings in Israel.
Rabbi Shimshon Raphael Hirsch zt”l explains the name Hashem designates His full control
and dominion over the world, also that His power is not only controlling nature but is
above all the laws of nature. Meaning that these laws do not exist when dealing with Bnei
Yisrael. Hakadosh Baruch Hu told Moshe ‘אני ה – I am directing the world, nothing is
going to stop Me from delivering Bnei Yisrael from the hands of Paroh. You will see My
great wonders that I will perform so that all will see that Bnei Yisrael are different than all
the nations. They have special guidance from Me since they are My chosen nation. Rab
Hirsch gives a mashal to show this. A wealthy man of a city owned (Continued on page 2)
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Parashat VaEra/פרשת וארא

Friday /

Minha - מנחה /  4:46

Candle Lighting -  4:51

Shekiah - שקיעה / 5:09

Shabbat Morning /
- קרבנות  8:00
- ה‘ מלך 8:15

- שמע מ”א 9:04
שיעור חובות הלבבות

Shabbat Afternoon /
- שיעור הלכה  2:55

- מנחה 4:10
- שקיעה 5:10
- שיחה 5:40
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Rebbetzin Miller would tell people who asked her husband Rabbi
Avigdor Miller to Daven for them, to please call back with good news,
because Rabbi Miller would keep Davening for them, unless they told
him otherwise. Someone once called on Erev Yom Kippur for a Beracha
for his daughter who needed a Refuah.

About six months later, on Shushan Purim the child was in Boston for
surgery and the father called Rabbi Miller. The Rebbetzin answered the
phone and said that he called too late, the Rav had already left. But she
asked to describe the reason for the call. The man told her his child’s
name and the Rebbetzin said, “Oh! Don’t worry. Rabbi Miller has been
Davening for your daughter since Erev Yom Kippur.”

A grandson once asked Rabbi Avigdor Miller how he could tolerate
living on Ocean Parkway with emergency vehicles always driving by, their sirens blasting and their
lights flashing. Rabbi Miller answered, “To the contrary, these disturbances are actually a great
opportunity. Each time an ambulance drives by, I say a small prayer for the ill person inside it. I trained
myself to do so even in the middle of my sleep.”
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much property and all of the hotels. Once one of his close friends
was coming to visit the city to stay for a number of days. Knowing

his friend, he would not want to intrude or bother him, therefore he would probably stay
in one of the hotels in his city. If he would invite his friend to stay by him he would probably
accept, but wouldn’t appreciate it so much, since he could just as well have stayed in a
hotel. How could he get his friend to really appreciate him? He gave orders to all his hotel
managers, “When Mr. Ploni requests a room tell him that you are all booked”. Then after
he is exhausted and in a desperate need for a place to stay, I will appear and invite him into
my house. Now his guest will really appreciate his friend and pour out his gratitude to him
for saving him from embarrassment. The same with Hashem and Bnei Yisrael, after being
slaves and tormented by the Egyptians and desperate for salvation, now Hashem can
show them how much He does for them. Only after they fall into despondency and slavery
could we really appreciate the greatness of Hashem. Otherwise if we would were not
suffering so much or not put into bondage we would think that there is no difference
between us and all the other nations. This was the message that Hashem sent to Moshe
and Bnei Yisrael. “I am causing Paroh to refuse sending Bnei Yisrael free and not only that
Paroh will decree such terrible decrees, it will look like there is no hope in sight. Then you
will see My greatness with all My wonders of changing all of nature for My beloved nation”.
We are not governed by nature but rather by Hashem and must appreciate and thank
Hashem daily for his great love and protection of Klal Yisrael.

Shabbat Shalom                                      HaRav Ezra Zafrani

(Continued from page 1)
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THE JEWEL WASP
The Jewel Wasp or ‘Emerald Cockroach Wasp’ is actually able to
control the mind of its prey, the cockroach, by injecting venom
directly into its brain.

The secret to the Jewel Wasp’s ‘captivating’ abilities lies in a neurotransmitter called
octopamine in the cockroach’s brain that contols its movements. The wasp’s venom blocks the
octopamine, literally converting the cockroach into a zombie. This ‘zombie’ cockroach is
completely unable to fight back as it is pulled by the wasp into its underground lair. If you’re
wondering why the wasp would go through all this trouble to just eat a cockroach, here’s the
really weird part – the cockroach is meant to unwillingly play the part of surrogate mother. The
wasp lays an egg into the cockroach’s abdomen, and the larva later hatches and eats the live
cockroach from inside out. It takes 3 or 4 days for the larva to hatch, after which it slowly feeds
on the roach’s internal organs, keeping it alive the whole time. This process takes about 7-8
days, during which the meat needs to be fresh for the larva. And because a dead cockroach
rots within a day, the wasp prefers the ‘stun’ method. Once the roach is eaten up completely
and it dies, the larva forms a cocoon inside it. A fully-grown wasp emerges from the cockroach
carcass a month later.

The Jewel wasp is quite clean and precise in its injection of the venom. It starts by stinging the
cockroach around its midsection. By doing this, the front legs are paralyzed. Then, the wasp
proceeds to make a more precise sting, injecting the venom directly into the brain to block the
octopamine. At this point, the cockroach is still able to move around and can flee if it wants to.
But that’s the trouble, the venom works on the roach’s free will causing it to lose all motivation
to run away from potential danger and pain. So now the wasp is pretty much free to coerce
the cockroach into the direction of its choice by tugging and guiding its prey. And you know
what happens next.

Jewel wasps are normally found in the tropical regions of Africa, India and the Pacific islands.
In a single mating session, a female wasp is able to produce enough fertilized eggs to place on
several dozens of cockroaches. The phenomenon is so fascinating that scientists have
conducted several experiments in an attempt to understand it better. Over the course of
several investigations, they’ve figured out that octopamine is quite similar to noradrenaline in
humans, which is involved in the fight-or-flight reaction in the vertebrate brain. They found out
that the wasp injects the venom into a very specific area of the roach’s brain. So when
researchers reversed the process by injecting an octopamine-like substance into the same part
of a ‘zombie’ roach’s brain, it resulted in significant recovery and restoration of its free will.
Scientists have also observed that the Jewel wasp will sting a cockroach continuously for up
to 3 minutes in order to determine the right spot, the sub-esophageal ganglia.

The Jewel wasp is one-of-a-kind, the only known parasite that injects its venom directly into its
host’s brain. But there are other parasites that control their prey’s behavior in several ways.
Yet another amazing creature that testifies to Hashem endless wisdom!

Rabbi Eliyahu Tobal

נפלאות הבורא
Hashems Amazing World
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הלכות למעשה
Weekly Halachot

Sealing a Window or Door
Q. Can I close up an doorway or window in my
house?

A. Rabbi Yehuda Hassid warned that one should
not completely seal an existing window or door.
(Kaf Hahayim Yoreh Deah 116, 122) Although many
authorities quote this warning, nevertheless it
seems that it not the accepted by all, therefore
one should consult ones rabbi.

Hanukat Habayit
Q. I recently moved into a house in Brooklyn and
was told that I have to make a Hanukat Habayit
am I really obligated to do so and what is it
exactly?

A. The obligation of Hanukat Habayit is only for
a house in Israel and the meal that is done in
honor of this misvah is considered a seudat
misvah. However outside of Israel there is no
obligation to make a Hanukat Habayit, yet it is
customary that even if one  moved into a
house outside of Israel to make a Hanukat
Habayit.
The main ingredient of the Hanukat Habayit is
to bring in at least ten men to study specific
parts of the Torah, The order of studies is first
the Mishnayot of BAYIT The word house in
Hebrew is BAYIT “B” for berachot “Y”  for
Yom Tob “T” for tamid. Then to read from the
Zohar chapter 3 page 50. Then to learn with
diligence Gemara Baba Mesiaah page 107 and
the Rambam Hilchot Deot chapter 5

Mezuzot
Q. I recently purchased a new home but I did not
have a chance to buy mezuzot can I move in
without mezuzot?

A. No, one must put up mezuzot immediately
upon moving into your home.

Q. If I am renting an apartment when do I put up
my mezuzot?

A. If you have a long term rental agreement then
you must put up mezuzot immediately upon
moving in. However the blessing should be said
after thirty days by removing a mezuzah and put
it back up with the blessing of .לקבוע מזוזה
(הליכות עולם ח"ח פרשת כי תבוא הל' לה)

Q. Can a woman put up a mezuzah?

A. Yes, both men and women are obligated in the
misvah of mezuzah.

Q. Where do I put the mezuzah?

A. The mezuzah must be placed on the right side
of the entrance and it is placed at the beginning
of the top third of the door post. For example if
the door post is one hundred inches high it is
placed above 67 inches. If the mezuzah was
placed below this measurement than it must be
taken down and elevated to the correct height.

Q. How should the mezuzah be placed on a slant or
vertical?

A. The custom of Aleppo is to have it slanted
however most sefardim place the mezuzah
straight up.

Q. I had my mezuzot checked and they are all good
do I need to make a beracha when I put them back
up?

A. Yes

Q.Does a closet need a mezuzah?

A. A walk in closet that is at least 6x6 feet
requires a mezuzah.

Rabbi Michael Levy

Torah Laws Pertaining to the Home (week 2)


