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Did You Know? 
When it came to the distribution of the 

land, HaShem instructed that Elazar the 
Kohain and Yehoshua ben Nun should 

together be the ones to oversee the 
division. There was not a single person 

put in charge, but a pair. 

The Torah then lists the names of the 

leaders who would accept the portions 
on behalf of each tribe. Unlike previous 

mentions of Tribal leaders, this list uses 
the letter ‘vov’ to mean ‘and’ when 

mentioning them.  

That is to say, ‘and for the Tribe of 

Zevulun…’ instead of ‘for the Tribe of 
Zevulun. Whereas in other cases each 

tribe stood alone, here it seems that it 
was necessary to connect the tribes. 

Perhaps this implies that for the Jews to 
merit the land of Israel, they must be 

united. One person alone cannot inherit 
it; it must be together with others, (such 

is the lesson of the half-shekel, in which 
each person gave only half of a coin 
instead of a whole one.) 

Parshas Masei is read during the Three 
Weeks, either just prior to or at the 

beginning of the Nine Days. 

At the end of the parsha, when we finish 

the Sefer of Bamidbar, we say, ‘Chazak, 
Chazak, v’nischazek,’ a phrase which 

prays for and highlights our strength 
when we are unified.  

This is quite an appropriate message for 
this time of year as it reminds us that 

only by coming together can we merit 
the rebuilding of the Bais HaMikdash.  

Thought of the week: 
Maturity is recognizing that 
all the things you “worked” 
for are still gifts from G-d. 

 ( DN:GL RBDMB)‰...OKYTXPwML LRWGBJRAH TA OTLXNTHW‰ 
“And you shall inherit the land by lot, according to your families.” (Num. 33:54)                                

The capture of Eretz Yisrael was unusual. The Jews would fight numerous battles and 
experience miraculous victories, but it would have to be on HaShem’s terms. Here, when 
establishing the portions of Canaan that each tribe would get, the initial division would be 
done by Elazar and Yehoshua, with the aid of a lottery. 

That meant that the first round of division happened through HaShem’s guidance. After 
that, the representative for each tribe would take possession of the portion for his people, 
and make a determination of where each family should go and how much land they should 
get. In essence, the people settling the land had little choice of where they would live. 

In fact, the Gemara tells us (Megilla 6a) that the tribe of Zevulun complained that while their 
brothers had been given fields and vineyards, they had been given mountains and hills, 
rivers and seas. They could not farm and spend their time learning Torah. HaShem 
comforted them by saying that everyone would need them for the chilazon, the sea-
creature from which the techeiles dye necessary for tzitzis and other items is made. In 
other words, though it was not their plan, it was HaShem’s plan that was unfolding. 

It would seem that part of the understanding in going to the land of Israel is that one is 
subject to the will of G-d. The Torah praises it for being a land which is dependent on rain, 
unlike Egypt. This is praise because it means that living there requires prayer and reliance 
on HaShem, instead of on one’s self. Yes, it is more challenging at times, but those 
challenges help foster the relationship with our Father in Heaven. 

When Tzelophchad’s daughters were given a portion in the land, people complained that if 
they married outside the tribe, it would transfer to the tribes of their husbands. HaShem 
therefore said that they should marry men from within their tribes, whomever they wanted. 

Once again, it seems that HaShem set boundaries for people, yet gave them leeway within 
those boundaries. Some commentaries say it was a command, while others say it was a 
suggestion. They followed the advice and married their cousins. 

They realized that if this is what HaShem set forth for them, it was the best thing for them. 
Instead of complaining or choosing to go against what HaShem said, and trying their luck, 
they accepted the fact that what HaShem says is for our own benefit. 

The message that applied to the land of Israel and to the People of Israel (the daughters of 
Tzelophchad) applies as well to the Torah of Israel. Everything that HaShem tells us is for 
our benefit and when we follow His directives as outlined in the Torah, we will be able to 
enjoy life and we will merit settling in peace in our assigned portion, enjoying the gifts 
HaShem bestows upon us. 

R’ Elazar Schach z”l was once speaking to a young man who was getting married. The fellow 
was an orphan and it was very difficult for him not to have his parents with him at this time. R’ 
Schach said, “Let me tell you my story: 

When I got married and lived in Europe, most of my friends had in-laws who were able to 
provide them with a house and a financial stipend so they could learn Torah without worry. 
Neither my wife’s parents nor my own had such resources. We rented an apartment. 

When Hitler ym”s came to power, we all wondered what would happen. Those with homes 
waited in hopes that our area would be spared. As my wife and I had no home, no resources, 
and little to keep us in Europe, we came to Eretz Yisrael and were saved. 

Sometimes the lack we feel so acutely is the best thing that could have happened to us.” 
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Mazel Tov to  

Harold & Lisa Weber  
of Pomona, NY 

Upon the engagement of  

Chaim to Michal Meiteles, 

daughter of  

Yechiel & Rivka Meiteles.  

Nachas and simchas to both families!! 

It could be your 
destiny! 

Print, e-mail, and share Migdal 
Ohr with others. 

  You’ll be glad you did.   
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