
We try our best to accurately present to you the Rav's words. Accuracy can sometimes get lost in the

transition from spoken to written word. We would like to thank HaRav Nebenzahl for allowing us to

send you this sicha without his first reviewing it. Although it does expedite matters in getting this

sicha out to you, it does mean that if there is anything in the sicha that may not be understood, the

fault is with us and not with HaRav Nebenzahl.

The Rav asks that his and other Divrei Torah are not read during Tefillah or the Rabbi's sermon.

Shabbat Shalom,

Nehemiah Klein

The Yeshiva  would  like  to  express  its  gratitude  to  Richard and  Anita  Grossman for  their  ongoing

support  for  the  Yeshiva  in  general  and  specifically  our  computer  center.   This  enables  us  to

communicate this sicha to you each week - "lehagdil Torah ulehaadira".

PARSHAT BEHAALOTCHA

"BETTER TO BE A TALMID CHACHAM THAN... "

We read in this week's parsha of Moshe Rabenu informing the Jewish nation of the mitzvah of the

Korban Pesach. He was approached by a group of people "who had been contaminated by a human

corpse and come not make the pesach-offering on that day" (Bamidbar 9:6). They asked him: "we

are contaminated through a human corpse; why should we be diminished by not offering Hashem's

offering in its appointed time among the Children of Israel" (ibid. 7). Hashem then informed Moshe

that these people will be given "a second chance" known as Pesach Sheni.

Who were these people? Although the Torah does not specify, we find a few opinions in Chazal

regarding their identity. One opinion states that they were Mishael and Elzafan who took Nadav and

Avinhu out from the mishkan when they were consumed in the fire. Another view states that it was

those who carried the bones of Yosef, while another view states that it was people who happened

upon a corpse (meis mitzvah) and there was no one else to care for its proper burial. All three

opinions concur that they became tamei through involvement in a mitzvah. If they were involved in

a mitzvah why should it disturb them that they were unable to fulfill mitzvah? Chazal cite the pasuk -

ohev kesef lo yisba kesef - one who loves money will not be satisfied with money. The money in this

case refers to mitzvos - a person should have a yearning for mitzvos even if unable to fulfill them at

this moment.

In a few weeks we will be reading Parshas Korach. Korach at first glance appeared to be claiming the

same thing - why should Elzafan ben Uziel be appointed nasi of the family of Kehas, why not me - I

also want the opportunity for this mitzvah? If this truly were Korach's rationale it would perhaps be

praiseworthy, but why did Korach not lodge a similar complaint when Mishael and Elzafan were
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asked to remove the bodies of Nadav and Avihu, why did he not want the merit of this mitzvah?

Obviously being a member of the chevra kadisha was not as prestigious as becoming a nasi.

Imagine, had he come to Moshe Rabenu wishing to remove the bodies of Nadav and Avihu, he then

would have been one of those defiled people unable to bring the Pesach offering. He then would

have been credited with being responsible for an entire section and mitzvah in the Torah - of Pesach

Sheni  -  being written.  What happened instead? There is  an entire parsha named for him - but

certainly not on the same level, for he is known as the paradigm of machlokes.

The Zohar cites an incident involving R' Yehudah and R' Yose who knocked on someone's door. The

woman of the house answered the door and not far from her stood her very clever and gifted child.

When she saw who was at  the door  she said  to her  son:  "go shake the  hands of these great

Rabbanim who have come to our house." The child walked towards them and then backed away,

saying: "I cannot shake their hand for I can smell on them that they have not said Krias Shma this

morning."

The Rabbanim responded that the child was correct but they were unable to say Krias Shma because

they were involved in the mitzvah of hachnassas kallah and one who is involved in one mitzvah is

absolved from having to fulfill another. These were great tannaim, clearly the halacha was as they

had said -  they were  absolved from the mitzvah of  Krias  Shma because they were involved in

another mtzvah at that time.

What did the people who were defiled say to Moshe Rabenu? They said: "it is  true that we are

absolved from the mitzvah of Korban Pesach, but we do not want it to smell on us that we have not

brought Korban Pesach, therefore "why should we be diminished"?

A person may have a reason why he is absolved from the mitzvah of Talmud Torah and in fact under

certain circumstances he should not learn Torah, but all the same he should realize that it will smell

on him that he did not learn Torah.

The pasuk says regarding Yiftach: "Yiftach fled because of his brothers and settled in the land of

Tov"  (Shoftim 11:3 -  Haftarah for  Chukas).  Why was  this  place  referred to  as  Eretz  Tov?  The

Yerushalmi explains that they were exempt from the mitzvah of terums and maasros for this was not

part of the land captured by Yehoshua bin Nun. Is this a reason to refer to it  as 'tov'? On the

contrary, Eretz Yisrael is referred to as "eretz chemda tova urechava" because of its many mitzvos!

The explanation is found in the continuation of the pasuk: "Empty men collected around Yiftach and

ventured forth with him." Empty people, devoid of any spirituality - perhaps the erev rav - are happy

to be exempt from mitzvos, for them it is tov. For us, however, we should strive to be obligated in

more and more mitzvos.

HaKadosh Baruch has informed us that if chas veshalom we do not keep the Torah then He will send

us out from Eretz Yisrael. Eretz Yisrael cannot tolerate those who do not observe mitzvos. If He

would permit us to remain then the situation would be even worse. By exiling us He is actually

saving us from worse calamities. While we may be grateful for being saved, but what a terrible

situation - we are in exile because we are not keeping mitzvos. We say in the musaf of Yom Tov

"umipnei chataenu galinu me-artzenu", this is not part of the simcha of the Yom Tov - this is what

we are lacking. We wish to live in Eretz Yisrael and keep more mitzvos.

Rashi in a concise manner and the Ramban elaborates on the idea that one cannot live in Eretz

Yisrael without mitzvos. We find in the Tanach that after Sanherib had conquered the Shomron and

deported the Jewish nation, he brought a nation of non-Jews later known as the Kuttim. What then

happened was that a plague of lions came and proceeded to destroy them. They were then taught

not to worship avoda zara, and the Gemara has differing views regarding whether they were good

for the Jewish nation after that point. Certainly there was an improvement from the beginning when

they had worshipped avoda zara.

The Ramban wonders why it should matter that they worshipped avoda zara, is this not what they

had done in chutz la'aretz? Why were they able to survive without Hashem sending a plague of lions
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after them? The Ramban explains that in chutz la'aretz the hashgacha is less strict - when they leave

this world they will be punished for all the avoda zara they worshipped in their lifetime, however

they may remain in this world  and worship  avoda zara.  In Eretz  Yisrael,  however,  they cannot

remain so long as they worship avoda zara.

The Ramban adds that when Sodom and Amorah were punished they were no different than other

depraved cities in chutz la'aretz. They were punished because they were in Eretz Yisrael where they

were held to a higher standard -  this type of behavior  in Eretz Yisrael is  intolerable. If  we are

speaking of the non-Jews of Sodom and Amorah, how much more so are Jewish people held to a

higher standard in Eretz Yisrael - we cannot live here without keeping the Torah and mitzvos. By

exiling us, Hashem saved us from greater punishment.

We find in the Gemara that the intentional infractions of an am ha'aretz are viewed as having been

violated unintentionally, while the unintentional infractions of a talmid chacham are viewed as having

been done intentionally. The difference is that an am ah'aretz does not really understand the value

of  a mitzvah and how terrible  it  is  to  do an aveirah therefore from a certain  perspective even

intentional infractions are unintentional. A talmid chacham, on the other hand, who understands how

terrible an aveirah is, should be more careful and from a certain perspective his unintentional is

viewed as intentional.

Perhaps our reaction should be - better to remain an am ha'aretz and not be judges so harshly.

Certainly not! A talmid chacham, while judged harshly, is able to reach incredible heights. We can

compare this to diamonds versus scrap metal. Every scratch on a diamond lowers its value, while

scrap metal is measured by the ton and it makes no difference whether or not it is scratched. Is it

not better to be a diamond than a piece of scrap metal? The talmid chacham is the diamond while

the am ha'aretz is the piece of scrap metal - which would you rather be?

We find in the Gemara that Avraham Avinu personally served his guests everything except water -

regarding the water he instructed: "let some water be brought" (Bereishis 18:4). The Gemara says

that whatever Avraham Avinu did himself, Hashem Himself provided later on in the desert while

water Avraham served through a messenger, Hashem gave through a messenger. The water for the

desert was given through Moshe Rabenu.

One may wonder - what is so terrible about having been given water via Moshe Rabenu - can we find

a more worthy messenger? The difference in fact is great. It was Moshe's having to bring the water

that lead to the Mei Meriva where Moshe was punished by being barred entry into Eretz Yisrael. The

mekubalim explain that had Moshe been allowed to enter Eretz Yisrael, there would not have been a

destruction of the Beis HaMikdash and we would not have had to endure the two thousand year

exile. It was the little mistake of Avraham Avinu not bringing the water himself which lead to our

terrible exile. We must realize, however, that if this was the result of the seemingly minor infraction

on the part of Avraham Avinu, we cannot even imagine the great reward for all the mitzvos he kept -

after all the reward for mitzvos is far greater than the punishment for aveiros.

While the mistakes of an am ha'aretz may cost him dearly, it is still better to be a talmid chacham

than an am ha'aretz whose mitzvos and aveiros are of far less value.

The story is told of a man who approached the Chazon Ish with the complaint that his son was

coming home from Yeshiva with new chumros all the time - this is forbidden on Shabbos and more

and more. The father explained that he wished for his son to be more "middle of the road" and boys

should not come home from Yeshiva with such chumros. The Chazon Ish related the story to his

talmidim and said: "I have a feeling this man's definition of middle-of-the-road is that he keeps only

20 out of the 39 prohibited melacos on Shabbos. Such a man is not a beinoni, he is a rasha and if he

commits even one of those aveiros in public then he is considered a mumar for the entire Torah.

In Yeshiva we learn how to live our lives - it is true we all make mistakes but it is still far better to

be a talmid chacham than an am ha'aretz. Every word of Torah we learn helps make us into greater

talmidei  chachamim.  We must  thank  Hashem for  having given  us  the  Torah,  Eretz  Yisrael,  the

mitzvos, and for having given us the opportunity to learn in Yeshiva and become gedolei Yisrael.
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