
 

 וכל באי עולם יעברון לפניך כבני מרון
In the Nessane Tokef we say, “Vechol bo’ei olam ovrin 
lefanav k’vnei maron.” The gemara in Rosh Hashana 
(18a) explains that on Rosh Hashana, each and every 
person passes in front of HaShem as a “flock of sheep”, 
waiting to be counted, “one by one”. 
Rav Yisroel Salanter zt" (Sefer Shai L’Torah) used to 
describe the scene at the farm. As the tenth sheep 
would pass, it would be branded with red paint for the 
purpose of tithing. After receiving its mark, the sheep 
would then be led back to the other sheep to eat, drink 
and frolic, out by the river. 
There would be no confusion as to which animal is the 
designated “maaser” animal, because of its red marking. 
But imagine if the sheep would have even the smallest 
inkling as to what that red mark on its forehead meant! 
Surely, the sheep would not think of strolling around as 
if it had no care in the world. Its life is on the line! It 
would be jumping into the water over and over again 
trying to figure out how to wash the red paint off. But of 
course, sheep were not given the ability to sense these 
things. Therefore, they spend their final moments 
jovially together with the other sheep, not 
understanding their impending doom. 
 We all passed through the line on Rosh Hashana. We all 
received marks of some sort on our foreheads. There is 
no way of knowing what colour the mark is. But we DO 
know that whatever type of mark we may have 
received, can be changed. The mark will not be sealed 
until Yom Kippur. We have the power of washing it off 
in the river. Mikveh yisroel HaShem. There is nothing 
stopping us from washing up. We can wash up in the 
river of tears, for those gates are never closed. In this 
manner, we will be zoche to be nechtam l’chaim tovim 
ul’shalom!!! 
 

 ויאמר ה' סלחתי כדבריך
And HaShem said, “I have forgiven according to your 
words.” 
Throughout the selichos and davening we recite the 
possuk that Hakadosh Baruch Hu told Moshe Rabbeinu 
at the climax of his appeal for forgiveness on behalf of 
Klal Yisroel. This possuk bears such great importance 
that it is set right at the beginning of the Yom Kippur 
davening. In essence, what we are saying is that just as 
HaShem forgave Klal Yisroel then, we hope that He will 
forgive us this Yom Kippur as well. 
Let us think back for a moment to a time when we were 
children and in shul right before Yom Kippur. We would 
run over to our friends and with a half-smile, we would 
say, “are you moichel me?” And they would respond, 
“sure”. Then we would run to the next friend and do the 

same, perhaps, not really even thinking about why we 
may be asking for mechila. If we are being honest with 
ourselves, we may wonder, “How much is that 
forgiveness really worth?” I am not claiming that it is 
worthless, but my assumption is that this would not be 
enough if true and proper mechilla was necessary. 
Perhaps we can say that the mechilla is worth as much 
as the thought that went into the request.  
Similarly, on Yom Kippur, at the time when we ask 
HaShem to forgive us for our actions, we should keep 
this in mind.  ויאמר ה' סלחתי כדבריך- And HaShem said, “I 
have forgiven according to your words.”  According to 
your words- if our request is a sincere request, the 
response will be a sincere response. However, if our 
entire approach is lackadaisical and insincere, the 
response will be “according to your words”. 
It is up to us to set up the manner in which we want 
HaShem to respond.  
 
 

 כי עמך הסליחה למען תורא
“With You HaShem is forgiveness, so that He shall be 
feared”. Isn’t the knowledge that HaShem forgives us 
less of a reason to be afraid of Him? 
Many times people feel that they are so low down that it 
is impossible to get back up. “I’m going to Gehinnom 
anyway….” So what is the use? 
Dovid HaMelech is teaching us that there is never a 
situation that cannot be fixed. HaShem is always willing 
to forgive us no matter how far down we may have 
fallen.  We should always have yiras shomayim, because 
HaShem is always willing to forgive us! We are not 
doomed! There is no such thing as damaged goods by a 
yid! 
 

 אבינו מלכנו החזירנו בתשובה שלמה לפניך
 We ask HaShem that we merit to return to Him 
with teshuva shelaima/ complete teshuvah. We find the 
word “shlaimah” used in three places. Teshuva shelaima, 
geulah shelaima and refuah shelaima. 
I heard a beautiful explanation from HaRav Nissan 
Kaplan shlita explaining the word shlaima in this 
context: 
Rambam in Hilchos Teshuva (2,2) explains that 
teshuvah is only complete if Hashem Himself, 
(the yodea talumos), would be able testify that this 
person will not never again return to this sin. At that 
point, it is called teshuvah shlaima. Similarly, when we 
wish upon someone a refuah shlaima, we are asking 
HaShem that this person be healed permanently. This 
means that the illness be completely removed, never to 
return. Finally, with regards to the geulah shlaima, we 
have been in and out of golus, but we daven that this 
time we should be redeemed, once and for all, never to 
return. 
May we be zoche to teshuva shlaimah and a gmar 

chasima tovah!! 

Wishing everyone a טובה חתימה  גמר  and ah git 

gebentched yuhr!            מרדכי אפפעל 
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