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קדושים-פרשת אחרי מות  
This adaptation is dedicated in honor 

of my dear wife, Devorah, 
and our dear son, Eli. 

העניא בת פריידלרצה בת רחל ו ולרפואה שלימה:  
 
 

 
  

 

)א, טז"(וידבר ד' אל משה אחרי מות שני בני אהרן"  
“Hashem spoke to Moshe after the 
death of Aharon’s two sons” 
 
Aharon’s sons drew close before Hashem, in 
dveykus (clinging) - until, due to the sweetness 
and pleasantness of that dveykus, their souls 
departed and clung to their higher source.  
However, the Torah forbids this because we are 
supposed to “live by it” and not “die by it.”1 
 

 
 בעל הרחמים

Master of Compassion/Empathy 
 
What is the most significant element of our 
yiddishkeit?  Emuna.  A Jew must constantly 
strengthen his emuna.  Every challenge that he 
endures in life is another drop of emuna.  
Emuna that it is all Hashem’s actions and 
whatever happens to us is for the best – it is 
all from Hashem’s compassion.  “It is not from 
the mouth of the Most High that evil or good 
emanate?”2  In this world, it is not easy to 
recognize that suffering is for the best.  That is a 
level for tzaddikim.  For us, simple Jews, it is very 
difficult.  What can help us?  If we contemplate 
well the tens of thousands of kindnesses and 
favors that HKB”H provides us with in the 
present moment alone – the billions of 
molecules in our bodies and our children’s 
bodies – if only one of those molecules were 
disrupted, our entire lives would be 
overturned, G-d forbid.  HKB”H, in his immense 
compassion, oversees our lives with Divine 
Providence – moment-by-moment, hour-by-hour 
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and He is concerned that everything work in its 
proper format, in its amazing and particular 
order – with nothing in return from us.  Hashem 
continues and continues, gives and gives, 
provides and provides – days, weeks, months 
and years.  After this kind of contemplation of 
His kindness, can a person still have doubts in 
Hashem’s benevolence?  Can we question it even 
if we have been coping for two, three, four years 
with an older son at home, a good boy – but for 
whatever reason has not had any success in 
finding a wife?  Can one mistrust Hashem even if 
he has been struggling daily, for years, for his 
livelihood – and, even though he pleads and cries 
incessantly, the refrigerator is still empty? 
 
If we ponder, in this manner, the infinite 
continuous kindnesses – we will realize that 
the simple and true solution to all of the 
questions that can arise for us, the answer 
that is critically needed in the life of a Jew is – 
everything is for the best.  Everything that 
Hashem does is for the very best.  Every 
person recognizes and knows how inadequate 
his service of Hashem is, recognizes the 
deficiencies in his Torah learning, his tefillos, his 
begrudging eye towards his neighbors and 
friends.  Nevertheless, HKB"H continues to 
provide abundance, without limit or measure – 
copious amounts of life, health, healing - 
abundance of Torah, success in educating our 
children, peace at home, our homes themselves.  
All of it is from Hashem’s infinite kindness.  
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There is no other cause.  Therefore, if 
something is lacking, if something hurts, if 
someone causes us some pain – the only 
explanation, the true explanation, the 
singularly significant explanation is that it is 
the best thing for us!  Even if we do not 
understand – who says that we are supposed to 
understand everything?  We must have emuna.  
We must say, wholeheartedly, that everything is 
for the best until the concept slowly pierces our 
minds.  We must fortify our emuna that 
everything is for the best. 
 
In this week’s parsha, the holy Torah says, “With 
this shall Aharon come into the Sanctuary.”3  
Rebbe Nosson taught that “this” refers to emuna.  
For it is impossible to draw near and enter into 
any holiness, any higher perception or any 
knowledge of Hashem except via holy emuna.  
None of the wars and challenges that a person 
faces in serving Hashem can be won - except via 
holy emuna.  The pasuk states, “If a camp 
encamps against me, my heart shall not fear; if a 
war should rise up against me, in this I trust.”4  
That means that the essence of one’s bitachon 
and hope is the emuna that is called “this.”  It is 
the essence and foundation of all of Torah and 
only through it, can we enter the gates of 
holiness and be victorious in all of the wars that 
we encounter in serving Hashem.5 
 
A person is prohibited from throwing up his 
hands, from ceasing to daven.  Yet, the minute 
after he finishes davening, when he realizes 
that the concealment continues – it is a sign 
that it is what is best for him for the present 
moment.  Therefore, he must proceed relaxed, 
calm and happy because, thank G-d, he is in the 
Creator of all World’s hands.  Rebbe Nachman 
taught that Hashem, due to His compassion, 
created the world - because He wanted to reveal 
His compassion.  Had there not been a creation 
of the world, to whom could He have shown His 
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mercy?  Therefore, He created all of creation – to 
reveal His compassion.  It is all entirely Hashem’s 
compassion.  We must accept it all with love.6 
 
In 2005, towards the end of his life, R’ Moshe 
Dweck zt”l was seriously ill and had to be 
hospitalized.  A close friend came to visit him.  
The friend declared, “R’ Moshe you do not belong 
here, you should be teaching Torah.”  R’ Moshe 
calmly replied, “Right now I belong right here.  
The proof being that Hashem put me here!”  
Later, when R’ Moshe’s son came to visit him – R’ 
Moshe was wracked with terrible back pains and 
was connected to oxygen tanks.  He asked his 
son, “Do you love me?”  "Of course, Abba, most 
certainly,” came the reply, not understanding 
what his father was getting at.  R’ Moshe 
continued, “If you could remove all of my pain 
and suffering, would you do it?”  Visibly agitated, 
his son countered that of course he would.  R’ 
Moshe persisted, “Behold, HKB”H loves me many 
times more than you love me - there is no limit to 
His compassion.  Moreover, Hashem can easily 
alleviate all of my suffering.  So why does He not 
relieve my pain?”  The difficult question echoed 
in the room and R’ Moshe added, “Not only does 
Hashem not remove the suffering; He is the one 
who afflicted me with it.  Why?  Do you know the 
answer?  Precisely because Hashem loves me, 
precisely because His compassion is boundless, 
precisely because of that - He inflicted this 
anguish upon me.  He does not make me suffer 
despite His compassion - He makes me suffer 
because of His compassion.”7 
 
R’ Shimon Yaroslover zy”a lived a long life, living 
to be almost one hundred years old.  When asked 
what he had done to merit such a long life, he 
replied, “Whatever happened to me, I accepted 
with emuna, knowing that it was all from 
Hashem and for the best.  Therefore, I merited 
long life.”  He explained further, “One who 
questions what happens to him and believes that 
he does not deserve what transpires in his life – 
is sometimes summoned above, before his time, 
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so that he can be shown that what was decreed 
upon him was necessary and that he had been 
judged justly and properly.  However, for those 
people who accept the decrees of Heaven 
with love – there is no need to summon them 
to Heaven to illustrate the ways of Hashem 
for them – therefore, they live long lives.” 
 
Eventually, we will realize that there are no 
punishments here – Heaven does not reject a 
person or distance him.  The suffering is 
intended to draw him closer.  It is a pity that 
people see suffering and concealment as the 
Creator’s separation from them.  That is not His 
intent.  HKB”H loves us dearly – it cannot be 
comprehended by the human mind.  Hashem 
wants all of us and waits for every Jew to 
return.  Hashem wants all four sons of the 
Haggadah – even the evil son.  The yetzer hora 
and the other side weaken a person’s mind and 
implant in his heart the notion that Hashem 
abandoned him and that he is so distant that it is 
impossible for him to return.  The truth is quite 
the opposite because Hashem’s dominion is 
everywhere, even the most polluted places.  This 
week’s parsha says, “That dwells with them amid 
their contamination.”8  Therefore, we must know 
that Hashem is still with us, every one of us, even 
the worst sinner in the world.  So long as a 
person repeats this in his mind and infuses it 
into his heart – he will definitely have great hope 
his whole life to merit the path to true teshuva.9 
 
We must strengthen our simple and 
wholesome emuna in the great compassion of 
the Father towards His children – even when 
it seems exactly the opposite.  R’ Moshe 
Scherer zt”l told that once, when he was a young 
boy, he was very sick and the doctor gave him a 
critical prescription.  Unfortunately, his mother 
did not have enough money to pay for the 
medicine.  Somehow, she managed to put 
together a few coins and the pharmacist agreed 
to accept the lesser amount and gave her the 
medicine.  On the way home, in her haste, she fell 
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and the bottle smashed.  With a bitter cry, she 
raced back to the pharmacy.  The pharmacist 
smelled the wet bag and quickly went to the 
back.  He returned a few minutes later with a 
new bag – surprisingly, apologizing.  He told her 
that there must be angels watching her son.  His 
assistant had mixed up the medicines and, had 
her son taken the first one, it could have been 
catastrophic.  He kept this lesson for his entire 
lifetime: when his mother had fallen and the 
bottle broke, she thought her world ended.  
However, that very event turned out to be his 
salvation – as is so often the case. 
 
When we are in distress – Hashem lives it 
with us, He escorts us; He understands what 
we endure!  He never forgets us!  He loves us!  
Turn to him!  Even if something does not go our 
way, we continue to have emuna in the Creator of 
the World – that He is all-good and does only 
good.  He is entirely compassionate.  Everything 
He does is for the best!  Even if we do not 
understand – we have emuna!  One who 
strengthens his emuna – experiences 
sweetened judgments and miracles.  The Ben 
Ish Chai writes that when a person opens his 
mouth and says, “It is for the best” – even if a bad 
decree was decreed against him – it will 
transform for the good.  It nullifies the decree. 
 
We must reach the point of thanking for the 
suffering.  “Master of the World, I say thank 
You with all my heart!  I feel the love with 
which You love me!  You feel the pain that I 
suffer and You only cause pain to bring me 
closer.  So, thank You!” 
 
We must accept suffering with love – literally, 
kiss the anguish.  The Yerushalmi Maggid, R’ 
Shabsai Yudelevitz, told of a person who endured 
much suffering and grief.  He and his family were 
afflicted with diseases, he could not earn a living 
and they had many other problems.  Finally, he 
went to the mekubal, R’ Shalom Sharabi, to ask 
for an explanation and see what he could do.  
While he waited for the Rav, he fell asleep and 
dreamt that he went up to Heaven and there was 
a scale with white and black angels on the two 
sides.  They told him that he was witnessing his 
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 תפילה
 

Master of the World!  The greatest gift that I can receive from You is to merit connecting to the soul of every Jew - small, 
sweet connections that thereby connect me directly to You - as many such connections as possible each day.  For example, 
saying a kind word to a friend.  After all, everyone is truly amazing and unique – and it is so delightful to find points of light 
in each of them and then tell them. 
 
Help me always forego – never to be stubborn – even when I am sure that I am right.  Especially when I am driving – it is so 
gratifying to allow another driver to go first.  Alternatively, if he let me go first – I should open the window and gesture a 
thank you.  Help me do kindnesses with others.  Even if someone seems minor and inconsequential – he is really very great.  
He has a heart; he has love.  Something connects souls.  When souls are connected, we immediately feel You, Father.  To 
treat others honestly – like that time I received too much change from the storekeeper and when I told him and returned the 
surplus – he was so moved, so grateful.  Since then, every time that I walk back into that store – I am greeted so warmly, 
without any reminder of what happened – just that the incident stands between us and continues to connect our souls. 
 
When I merit overpowering the jealousy that is awakened within me and I truly succeed in being happy for the successes of 
others, for the miracle that You did for him, Father, with a pure heart - when I manage to give the benefit of the doubt and 
think well of others, looking positively at others… and so many other examples. 
 
Master of the World, the greatest pleasure that I experience is when I love You.  All of these connections with the souls of 
Your children cause me to feel You, love You – this is what I want so badly.  For me, that is Your greatest compassion.  The 
more we connect. 
 

Have an awesome, uplifting, and wonderful Shabbos, 

Dov Elias 

Notice: The foregoing is my limited understanding of the Parsha Sheet, Ohr Ha’Emuna, by Harav Menachem Azolai Shlita.  It is not a complete or exact 
adaptation of Ohr Ha’Emuna and is not necessarily even a reliable interpretation of the ideas presented therein.  Ohr Ha’Emuna is published in Hebrew; in 
translation, accuracy is always compromised.  Rav Azolai has not reviewed this material.  Any inaccuracies, omissions or confusion should be attributed 
exclusively to me.  I still hope you enjoy and it provides some chizuk.  Thank you, Mordi Blass, for helping with some of the Hebrew expressions.  Thank you to 
my wife, Devorah, for proofreading and commenting on the “working draft.” 
©Dov Elias 5777.  (973)9-EMUNA-9        ז  תשע" י' אייר                             – May 6, 2017 
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final judgment.  To his dismay, the scale was 
titling to the side of the black angels.  A voice 
asked if there were more angels and the answer 
was “no.”  The voice asked if the defendant had 
suffered during his lifetime.  The answer was 
“yes” and a crowd of angels arrived.  For each 
angel of “suffering,” several black angels were 
removed - because suffering cleanses a person of 
his sins.  Even though the scales evened out a bit, 
after all the angels of “suffering” were spent, the 
scale still tipped to the black side.  Realizing his 
dire situation and that he was about to be judged 
guilty, a bitter cry escaped his lips, “Bring me 
more suffering.”  His own scream woke him from 
his dream.  Realizing that it was only a dream, he 
got up to leave the Rav’s house.  The Rebbetzin 
asked him where he was going; he had not seen 
the Rav.  He answered, “It is no longer necessary 
– I received my answer from Heaven…” 
 
There are those who merit emuna that 

Hashem wants only what is best for us – that, 
right now, Hashem is doing what is absolutely 
best for us.  These people do not even entertain 
the thought, even for a second, that they can 
possibly understand the Creator’s ways.  
Sometimes, in His infinite compassion that is 
revealed only to Him, He delays salvation until 
the right time.  Even if they do not understand 
what good lies within the trouble – they are not 
frightened.  They continue to fortify their simple 
and pure emuna that it is all for the best. 
 
Even when we endure markedly difficult times – 
we must have emuna that HKB”H is already 
preparing our personal plan of salvation.  
Sometimes we understand the plan within a few 
days.  Sometimes, it takes years.  And sometimes, 
only at the conclusion of our 120 years will we 
see the full puzzle and see how good Hashem is – 
how the depths of compassion and kindness 
were at the depths of judgment. 


