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BAR MITZVAH TICKETS

zzy Freedman scheduled a Bar Mitzvah event 

for his son Moshe in Flatbush NY for the week 

of the 18th of Adar I.  Months in advance, Izzy’s 

brother Baruch purchased tickets from Tel Aviv to 

NYC to attend the family simcha.  

One month before the event, Izzy realized that the 

Bar Mitzvah should have been scheduled for Adar II 

– a month later.  

Izzy requested that Baruch change the ticket and 

promised to cover the difference in price. Changing 

the ticket cost Baruch an additional four hundred 

dollars. Baruch billed it on his AMEX credit card and 

sent Izzy the “invoice.”  

In the meantime Izzy deposited $1300 in Baruch’s 

US account, after deciding to surprise Baruch by 

covering the cost of the entire ticket. 

 

Under what circumstances may Izzy do this?  

 

WHAT’S THE HALACHA? 

Please email us with your comments, questions, and answers at weekly@projectfellow.org 

 

GRANDMA’S GRACIOUS GIFT

randma Weinstein of Noyes Drive, Silver 

Spring MD, was elated that her 

granddaughter Elaine was heading for 

Israel during her midwinter vacation.  

Elaine was artistic, had a penchant for history and 

was mathematically inclined so studying for her 

Masters as a historic preservationist was right up 

her alley. She worked long and hard hours to 

succeed in her studies. The upcoming trip provided 

her time to rejuvenate emotionally and spark her 

spirituality.  

When Elaine told Grandma that she planned on 

going to the Dead Sea, Grandma requested that 

Elaine bring back 12 lbs of Dead Sea salt for her to 

relieve her ailments and replenish her skin. “Give 

me the bill, Elaine and I’ll pay you back honey.” 

Elaine was overjoyed at the opportunity to do 

something for Grandma. 

Elaine returned with the salt, presented Grandma 

with a $48 bill.  

Grandma graciously wrote her out a $100 check. 

 

I 
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WHAT’S THE HALACHA? 

Please email us with your comments, questions, and answers at weekly@projectfellow.org 

 

THE ANSWER: 

Izzy may not accept the gift. Instead, Baruch should give the gift a little while after he pays for the transfer-fee. (Of 

course, the motivation for the gift may never be because of the loan)  (See Detailed Explanation).   

Similarly, Elaine may not accept a gift from Grandma at the time that Grandma is repaying her for the loan. If 

Grandma wishes to “Grandma gift” Elaine she should do so a little while after she repays the loan. 

Nevertheless, Grandma may pay Elaine for the delivery service when she is repaying the loan. 

 

DETAILED EXPLANATION 

It’s a Gift! 

When may a borrower give a gift while repaying the loan? 

Background 

1. It is biblically forbidden for the borrower/lender to arrange to gift the lender on account of the loan, from 

the onset of the loan or while filing for an extension of the loan term. Beis Din will compel the lender to return 

the gift. 

2. Gifting the lender together with the payment without having prearranged to do so constitutes rabbinic avak 

ribbis. It is the lender’s moral responsibility to return the gift. Beis Din will not interfere. 

3. Gifting the lender while the loan is still unpaid (not pre-arranged), according to Sha”ch constitutes rabbinic 

avak ribbis. It is the lender’s moral responsibility to return the gift. Beis Din will not interfere. 

4. Gifting the lender shortly after the loan was paid could constitute rabbinic ribbis meucheres. While it may 

not be done, there is no moral responsibility for the lender to return it. 

May the borrower claim that the gift is not because of the loan? 

Generally we do not trust that the borrower is being honest with him/herself. More often than not, at least 

subconsciously the sudden motivation to gift one’s lender is a means of placating the borrower’s feelings of 

subservience generated by the lender having extended the borrower credit.  Thus, it is generally forbidden to 

pay interest on a loan even if the borrower were to claim that it was just a gift. 
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Are there times when circumstances indicate that the gift was indeed genuine and not because of 

the loan? Would a gift under such conditions be permissible?  

Yes and No. 

I. Let us begin with gifts given while the loan is outstanding. 

Note: More leniencies exist when the gifts are being given before the loan is paid than while the loan is being paid.  

[1. Minute gifts which are generally deemed insignificant like returning a loaf of bread which is a slightly larger 

than the one borrowed are permitted. This is true even while paying back the loan as well. But of course, the 

reason for gifting the slightly larger loaf cannot be because of the loan [Y.D. 162: Rema 1].  

אֹוֵמר יֵׁש[ ם, ִמי ׁשֶׁ חֶׁ ִככַּר לֶׁ ם בְּ חֶׁ ר ִללְֹּות ִככַּר לֶׁ ֻמתָּ ף ,דְּ ל כֶׁסֶׁ ֵבעַּ ׁשֶׁ טְּ ר ֻמעָּט הּוא, כְּמַּ בָּ דָּ ר דְּ ֵמַאחַּ ֵדי, דְּ פְּ זֶׁה ֹלא קָּ ֵדי בָּ ֲהדָּ ם לַּ נֵי ָאדָּ  .בְּ

2. Patterns of giving and taking of medium size gifts amongst friends irrespective of outstanding loans indicate 

that even while outstanding loans exist between them, the gifts are due to the friendship and not the loan per 

se’ [Sh”ach Y.D 166:1] .  

 ו הכיהיה משאילו בלא מותר אם וונאגהאי  יאבל להשאילו כליו או בהמתו וכ

3. However, unreasonably significant gifts (which are public in nature) can pose two potential issues and as a 

result are generally prohibited to transfer while outstanding loans exist between friends. Examples include but 

are not limited to the borrower allowing the lender to live rent-free in the borrower’s home.   

1) With regards to unreasonably significant gifts, there is no pre-existing pattern of gifting between the 

two parties. There is reason to believe that the present loan is the underlying motivation for the 

significant gift.  

2) Even if the significant gift is legitimately due to the friendship rather than the loan, it raises the 

eyebrows of onlookers. It appears to the public who may not be aware of the relationship between the 

two, that a gift (which is public in nature) was  given because of a loan between the two.  

As such, when there is a publically known positive relationship (i.e. parents, grandparents, children) between 

the borrower and the lender and there is a pattern of giving significantly, we can trust that the motivation for 

the gift is not due to the loan, but due to the relationship and there is no risk as well in other’s 

misunderstanding the motivation.   

Thus, under such circumstances a significant gift may be given while the loan is still unpaid, provided that the 

motive indeed is not because of the loan. 

As we will see below, this is not the case when gifting together with payment of the loan. 

(Note: Rosh and Maharshal differ when there is a pattern of giving but not everyone is aware of the relationship.)  
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Gift Before Loan Payment 

 No intent for the loan Pattern of giving medium size gifts 

 No intent for the loan Explains an alternative reason for gifting 

 No intent for the loan Significant public gifts 

Maharshal     Rosh              No intent for the loan Significant public gifts (if pattern of giving. 

exists but not all understand that gift is because of 

relationship) 
 No intent for the loan Significant public gifts (all understand that 

gift is because of unique relationship) 

 

II. Gifts at the time of Payment 

It is rabbinically forbidden to accept a gift even if it was unsolicited from the onset of the loan at the time of payment.  It 

constitutes avak ribbis and mechezei k’ribbis. 

Even if there is pattern of giving medium size gifts between the two parties irrespective of the loan, it is forbidden to 

accept such a gift while being paid for the loan. 

Certainly it is forbidden to receive large public gifts while being paid for the loan. 

What about if the borrower is a known close family member (i.e. parent, grandparent) to the public and there exists a 

pattern of giving significant gifts irrespective of the loan; is it permitted to receive such a significant gift from the known 

relative when while receiving the payment for the loan? 

Shulchan Aruch HaRav writes categorically that gifts are forbidden to be accepted while receiving payment for the loan 

even from people who generally would give irrespective of the loan. They make no mention of a scenario where the 

relationship is known to all as Sha”ch does when accepting a significant gift before the loan payment from one who’s 

relationship is known to all.  

It is permitted for a borrower to pay a lender for delivery services involved in procuring the loan or purchased 

merchandise [See Pischei Teshuva Y.D. 168-169: 4].  

Dayan Chaim Kohn rules that the Halacha is indeed as Shulchan Aruch HaRav writes that any gift given while paying the 

loan appears like ribbis and is forbidden, even from people who otherwise gift irrespective of the loan , unless it is 

apparent the family member is gifting the gift for a specific reason, like paying for the delivery service.  

Gifts after the Loan is Paid 

It is forbidden to accept a gift shortly after receiving the debt payment whereby it looks as though the gift was given 

because of the loan even if the borrower does not express that the loan was the motive. 

For one who would regularly give a gift irrespective of the loan, it is forbidden to give an unusually large or public gift; 

one which would raise eyebrows and cause people to suspect that the gift was motivated by the loan. 
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One may accept a gift if there is a significant time span between the payment of the loan and the subsequent gift, 

whereby people would not view the gift to be related to the loan provided that the borrower does not convey or intend 

to gift it because of the loan. 

Application  

Bar Mitzvah Tickets: 

Baruch asked Izzy to change his ticket for him and promised to cover the cost.  

The loan begins with the swipe of the card.  The payment of the loan is when Baruch pays Izzy for the cost of the transfer 

fee. 

For Baruch to subsequently decide to pay for the entire airline tickets from TLV to NYC  is a significant gift.  

Arguably, we can assume that there is no pattern of giving such significant gifts between brother-in-laws. As such, Izzy 

may not accept the gift if Izzy already paid his AMEX “transfer fee” bill (unless of course, there is a pattern of sorts).  

To subsequently gift the entire cost of the ticket as long as the loan is unpaid is forbidden. The same would certainly be 

true while paying for the transfer fee. 

Instead, he would have to wait a significant period of time to gift him the full cost of the ticket.  Such a move would not 

be misconstrued as though the gift was because Izzy loaned money to Baruch. 

Grandma’s Gracious Gift:  

Elaine as well, may not accept the gift from Grandma.  

Why not?  

Isn’t it commonplace for grandparents to gift grandchildren irrespective of any loan?  

Perhaps. But that does not sanction receiving a gift while being paid for the loan. 

 It would be permitted though, to accept the extra gift, if Grandma would  convey that the extra gift is a payment for the 

delivery service  Elaine provided  (If the gift is a reasonable payment for such a service).                          
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 קודם פירעון

 ז: ס"עה קדע יורה "שו

ָכל , ִמֵלָהנֹות ֵמַהֹּלֶוה ֶשֹּלא ִמַדְעּתוֹ  ָצִריְך ַהַמְלֶוה ִלָזֵהר
ֲאִפלּו ְבָדָבר ֶשָהָיה עֹוֶשה לֹו ַאף , ְבָידוֹ  ְזַמן ֶשְמעֹוָתיו
שכיון שנהנה ממנו בלא רשותו נראה  :ך"ש)  .ִאם ֹלא ִהְלָוהּו

 (שבשביל מעותיו שבידו יסבול לו שסומך עליו

יָּה, ֲאָבל ִאם ֶנֱהָנה ִמֶמּנּו ִמַדְעּתוֹ  הָּ ר שֶׁ בָּ דָּ ר בְּ  ֻמתָּ
הּו וָּ ה לוֹ ַאף ִאם ֹלא ִהלְּ ּוִבְלַבד ֶשֹּלא ְיֵהא ָדָבר . עוֹשֶׁ

 .ְכגֹון ָלדּור ַבֲחֵצרֹו ּוְלִהְשַּתֵמש ַבֲעָבָדיו, ַפְרֶהְסָיא ֶשל

 'ק א"ס: ו"ד קס"ך יור"ש

 הני שהן דברים של פרהסיא אסור  דוקא

היה משאילו  ג מותר אם''אבל להשאילו כליו או בהמתו וכה

 ז ''ס ס''ק' ה כיון שעושה אותו מדעת הלוה כדלעיל סי''בלא

מ היכא דידוע שקודם ההלואה היו אוהבים זה ''ש שי''הרא וכתב

ר משאילים חצר זה לזה אם היו צריכים מות כ שהיו''את זה כ

 בסתם בני אדם  להשאיל גם אחר ההלואה ואינו אסור רק

 ג אלא דברים שאינן של''ל נראה דלא שרי בכה''ומדברי מהרש

ע "שו. שאין הכל יודעין שהיו אוהבים זה לזה כל כך)פרהסיא 

 (הרב

וכתב עוד מי שלוה מחבירו אינו רשאי לכבדו במצוה כגון 

ע בעצמו שבלאו או לקנות לו גלילה אפילו יוד ת''לקרותו בס

שאוושא מילתא דומה לבית  ה מאחר''הלואה נמי עביד ליה אפ

 שלא מחמת הלואה קא עביד לכלאם לא שידוע ועבד דאסור 

 :ך''ל הש''עכ

עוֹן רָּ ַעת ַהפֵּ   ִבשְּ

  ה ,ד: ס"עה קדע יורה "שו

ַעת , ִמַדְעּתוֹ  ֲאִפלּו ִאם ַהֹּלֶוה נֹוֵתן לֹו יֹוֵתר ִבשְּ
עוֹן רָּ ְוֵאינֹו אֹוֵמר ֶשּנֹוְתנֹו לֹו , ֶשֹּלא ִהְתָנה ִעמוֹ , ַהפֵּ

ֲאִפלּו ִאם ָאַמר ֵליּה ִבְשַעת  .ָאסּור, יֹוֵתר ִבְשִביל ִרִבית
ְלַקְבלֹו  ָאסּור, ֲאִני נֹוְתנֹו ְלָך ְבַמָּתָנה: ְלִקיַחת ָהִרִבית

  .ִמֶמּנּו
 'זסעיף ע הרב "שו

ולזה  לזה ליתןלדברי הכל אסור ובשעת הפירעון 
אפילו דבר מועט יותר מחובו בין מעות בין  לקבל

  אפילו בסתם דבר אחר

 ואפילו אינו מתכוין כלל בשביל ההלואה 

 ואפילו רגיל ליתן לו מתנות קודם לכן 

שכל מה שנותן בשעת הפירעון יותר מחובו נראה 
 :כרבית

 א: ב"א קס"רמ

אֹוֵמר יֵׁש ם, ִמי ׁשֶׁ חֶׁ ִככַּר לֶׁ ר ִללְֹּות ִככַּר לֶׁחֶׁם בְּ ֻמתָּ ף ,דְּ ל כֶׁסֶׁ ֵבעַּ ׁשֶׁ טְּ ר , כְּמַּ ֵמַאחַּ דְּ

ר ֻמעָּט הּוא בָּ דָּ ֵדי, דְּ פְּ זֶׁה ֹלא קָּ ֵדי בָּ ֲהדָּ ם לַּ נֵי ָאדָּ  .בְּ
 


