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Aikev 5776 

 
 

The word Aikev, meaning, “Because” is also used for the word “heel.” Yaakov, 

whose name comes from the same root, was so-called because he held onto 

the heel of Esav when he was born, so as to minimize the pain Rivka had in 

giving birth. 

Rashi quotes Chazal who say that one will be worthy of receiving the blessings 

of Divine protection and prosperity when he listens to the “light” mitzvos that 

people trample under their heels. 

Now, people would never knowingly disobey HaShem’s commandments, 

would they? Why would otherwise righteous people trample a mitzvah? 

The answer is that there are mitzvos whose 

value we do not recognize. We think they are 

nice, perhaps, but not earth-shatteringly 

important. 

This is untrue. Because we don’t know how 

HaShem designed the world, and what exactly 

causes each result, we don’t know just how 

important each piece is. You can have a 

beautiful gold watch but without a tiny steel 

spring, it will not function. 

Therefore the Torah says, “Every part is 

necessary in the plan of HaShem.” 

If you want to enjoy the world: “Use only as directed.” 

Is That All? 

Moshe Rabbeinu, towards the end of his life, is preparing the Jews for life afterwards. He 

asks, “And now, what is it that the L-rd your G-d asks of you? Only to fear Him, to go in 

His ways, etc.” 

The Talmud in Brachos asks: “Is Fear of Heaven a small thing? It answers, “Yes, in 

relation to Moshe it was a small thing.” Essentially, at his level, fear of Heaven was no 

big deal. However, that’s great for him, but he’s telling this to the Jews. How could he 

tell them it’s only a small thing when to everyone else it’s a big task? 

 

 



There are a number of answers but we’ll focus on one. The language the Gemara uses for 

“in relation to Moshe” can also mean, “next to Moshe.” When Moshe was there, the 

people around him automatically had greater fear of Heaven. His greatness overflowed 

onto them and by following his example, they were more easily able to fear HaShem. 

As the Chofetz Chaim advanced in years, he expressed a desire to move to the land of 

Israel.  The other leaders implored him to stay in Europe for the good of the Jewish 

population there. 

“I am an old man,” he said, “and I cannot go around exhorted the people to serve 

HaShem. I can’t make speeches and guide them. Why should I not go to Israel?” 

R’ Chaim Ozer Grodzenski said, “True, you may not 

be outspoken, but as long as the grandfather is in the 

home, the children behave.” The Chofetz Chaim 

remained. 

So it was with Moshe. As long as he was alive, it was 

easy for the Jews to have fear of Heaven. The hope 

was that they would then be able to set the example 

and influence the next generation, and so on down the 

line. 

R’ Avigdor Miller z”l offered an approach to Yiras 

Shomayim, fear of Heaven, that we can all use to our 

advantage. He says the word Yirah can mean fear, but 

also, “seeing.” Fear and reverence of Heaven comes 

when we see the Al-mighty around us. 

That generation, which had experienced so many 

miracles, was able to see the hand of HaShem. Witnessing those kindnesses should have 

cemented in their hearts and minds that HaShem is always with us.  When that happens, 

like the story of the Chofetz Chaim, we will behave ourselves because we realize that 

HaShem is in the room. 
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The Torah this week tells us that HaShem is constantly looking at Eretz 

Yisrael, from the beginning of the year to the end. But what is He 

looking at? 

The Ramban says that HaShem is looking to see what is needed, and to 

develop new decrees for Israel, sometimes good and sometimes bad, and 

this is a very deep secret. 

Why, if HaShem is concerned with providing the inhabitants of Israel 

with their needs, would He make a decree for bad? 

It must be that “bad” decrees are really things that we need, providing 

us some benefit or growth. Keeping this in mind can make it easier to 

cope and remain positive in the face of challenges. 


