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Tehillim 81:4,5 “ תקעו בחדש שופר

בכסה ליום חגנו. כי חק לישראל הוא 

 ”משפט לאלקי יעקב.

“Blow the Shofar at the moon’s renewal, at the 

appointed time for the day of our festival.  Because 

it is a decree for Yisroel, a day of judgment for the 

G-d of Yaakov.”  Rashi, along with many others, 

translates the word, “בכסה” as “appointed”.  

However, the Gemara in Rosh Hashanah 8a says 

that the world is judged on Rosh Hashanah, as it 

says in Tehillim, “ . תקעו בחדש שופר בכסה ליום חגנו

 Which Yom  ”.כי חק לישראל הוא משפט לאלקי יעקב

Tov is it that the moon is covered, (from a Loshon 

of בכסה) – it is the Yom Tov of Rosh Hashanah, and 

on that the Posuk says, “כי חק לישראל הוא משפט” – 

that day is a day of judgment.  The other Yomim 

Tovim are in the middle of the months, a time 

when the moon can be seen, while Rosh Hashanah 

is at the very beginning of the month, a time when 

the moon is not visible – it is covered.  What is it 

about the moon being covered that makes it an 

appropriate day for judgment?  The following 

Divrei Torah will expound on this topic, and 

support the P’shat offered in the closing paragraph.    

 Droshos - 1:5 – The Gemara – יערות דבש 

tells us that the world was created with ten 

Ma’amoros, for the Torah states the word “ויאמר” 

nine times and then the actual creation of the 

heavens was also with a Ma’amar, for a total of ten 

Ma’amoros. Why did the Torah not say the word 

 for the first Ma’amar, just as it does the ”ויאמר“

subsequent nine times?  The Gemara in Chagigah 

tells us that for every word that comes out of 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu’s Mouth (Kevayachol), a 

Malach is created.  Hakodosh Boruch Hu did not 

want to say anything when creating the heavens 

for people would then Chas V’sholom say that 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu needed a partner to create 

the world and by not saying anything, there would 

not yet be any Malachim.  How could it be called a 

Ma’amar if Hakodosh Boruch Hu did not say 

anything?  Hakodosh Boruch Hu blew a Shofar.  The 

sound of a Shofar comes from the throat.  On Rosh 

Hashanah, Klal Yisroel use the Shofar as a Tefilah, 

for it is a very powerful Tefilah, although there are 

no words.  Being that it comes from the throat, it is 

not a word that creates a Malach, yet is considered 

a word in respect to being called a Ma’amar.  The 

Shem Hashem of ה-י-ה-א  is the greatest Name of 

Hashem, for all of these letters come from the 

throat, and does not come from the lips or tongue, 

as the Shem Havayah does – the letter Vov needs 

the lips to be sounded.   

ב"רע   – Avos 5:1 “שמאבדין את העולם” – I 

found a P’shat that explains these words to mean 

that one who causes one Nefesh of Yisroel to be 

lost, is as if he caused the loss of an entire world.  

The wicked cause their Nefesh to be lost, and 

therefore it is considered as if they destroyed a 

whole world.  However, I think it means that the 

wicked actually causes the destruction of the 

world.  For with his sins, he causes the entire world 

to be judged unfavorably, and therefore the entire 

world is destroyed because of him. 

 ”תקעו בחדש שופר“ 81:4 – מדרש שוחר טוב 

– Blow the Shofar by the Yom Tov that is “בכסה” – 

“covered.”  What Yom Tov is the moon covered – it 

is Rosh Hashanah.  Hakodosh Boruch Hu tells Klal 

Yisroel, “ חדשו מעשיכם ושפרו מעשיכם ואני מכסה על

 Renew your actions, increase and“ – ”עונותיכם

perform more and more Mitzvos, and rectify and 

beautify your actions, and then I (Hakodosh Boruch 

Hu) will cover your sins.”  רבי ברכיה בשם רבי אבא 

says, just as by a Shofar a person blows into one 

side, and a sound comes out from other side, so 

too when all of the prosecutors come against Klal 

Yisroel, they come in on one side, but Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu covers them, and they do not come out 

of the other side.  (When one blows a Shofar, he 

blows into it and something different comes out – 

a sound, so too all of the prosecutors argues 

against Klal Yisroel, but it does not come out of the 
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other side – it is hidden away and Klal Yisroel is 

protected from it).   

בראש “ – Rosh Hashanah 8a – מדרש יהונתן 

 Its says in Tehillim 81:4,5 that – ”השנה נידון העולם

on the day that the moon is covered is the day of 

judgment – Rosh Hashanah.  What is the 

connection between the moon being covered and 

Rosh Hashanah?  The sun and the moon are two 

witnesses that testify of the sins of Klal Yisroel.  If 

the moon was not covered on Rosh Hashanah, then 

there would be Chas V’sholom two witnesses 

against Klal Yisroel and they would be prosecuted.  

Therefore, the moon is covered, hidden, so that 

there is only one witness, the sun, and Klal Yisroel 

are not prosecuted. Tosfos on Kesubos 21b says 

that witnesses are only valid if they see at the same 

time.  The sun and the moon are at different times, 

and they should therefore not be valid anyways.  

Tosfos explains that it is only for matters of life and 

death that the witnesses need to see it 

concurrently, while for monetary matters it does 

not need to be.  “חוק“ – ”כי חוק” refers to monetary 

issues.   The Posuk is telling us that the moon is 

hidden on Rosh Hashanah so that for the monetary 

judgment on Rosh Hashanah, there aren’t two 

witnesses to help prosecute Klal Yisroel.   

כי “ – Rosh Hashanah 10b – חידושי אגדות 

 – ”בניסן נגאלו ישראל ובתשרי עתידים להיגאל

“Because in Nisan Klal Yisroel were redeemed from 

Mitzrayim, and in Tishrei they will be redeemed the 

final redemption.”  How do we know this?  It says 

in Tishrei, “שופר” and it says by the future 

redemption “שופר”.  If we analyze this Gemara, we 

can understand the reason that we have the 

Mitzvah of Shofar on Rosh Hashanah.  Every time 

that the Torah writes, “שופר” it is a place of being 

saved and redeemed.  Brochos 56b – “ הרואה שופר

יצפה לגאולה, בחלום ” – One who sees a Shofar in his 

dream will yearn for the Geulah. We see clearly 

that the Shofar symbolizes the Geulah, and 

Yeshuah.  Through the sound of the Shofar all of 

Klal Yisroel will gather together in one place, and 

they will be redeemed, as it says in the Posuk in 

Yeshaya 27:13 “ , והיה ביום ההוא יתקע בשופר גדול

.ים בארץ מצריםובאו האובדים בארץ אשור והנדח ”.  At 

the time of judgment, the Satan comes to 

prosecute Klal Yisroel.  Hakodosh Boruch Hu Rises 

on to His throne, and when Klal Yisroel blow 

Shofar, Hakodosh Boruch Rises to His throne of 

Rachamim, mercy, being that the Shofar is a sign of 

Geulah.  Through the sounds of the Shofar, we are 

judged with Rachamim instead of Din.  

 – Halachos Parshas Nitzavim 1 – בן איש חי 

If you take the letters before the word, “שופר” – 

you will have the letters, “עקרה” – “barren.” If you 

take the letters after “שופר” – you will get “תשצז” 

which is the same Gematria as the words, “ שכרך

 Your reward is great.”  This is“ – ”הרבה מאוד

alludes to the fact that before a person does 

Teshuva (represented by the Shofar), his Neshama 

is like an עקרה – barren without any children; the 

Mitzvos and Ma’asim Tovim a person does are his 

spiritual children.  However, after a person does 

Teshuva from love of Hakodosh Boruch Hu, all of 

his sins turn to Zechuyos, and then, “ שכרך הרבה

 His reward is exceedingly great.”  The“ – ”מאוד

place where Ba’alei Teshuva stand, even great 

Tzaddikim cannot stand.  This is also alluded to in 

the Halacha that the minimum size that a Shofar 

has to be is that when one is holding it in his hand, 

it sticks out from both sides.  When one grasps the 

Shofar, or sees the one blowing the Shofar holding 

it, he should contemplate what is on both sides of 

the Shofar, and this will bring him to recognize the 

great power of Teshuva, and will inspire him to do 

a complete Teshuva.  

 – Rosh Hashanah Drush 33 – קהלת יעקב 

 It says in Bereishis Rabbah – ”גדול מעלת הבכיה“

93:12 that just as Yosef only revealed himself to his 

brothers through wailing, tears, so too the final 

Geulah will only happen through tears, as it says in 

Yirmiyah 31:8 “בבכי יבואו” – “With tears it will 

come.”  Yeshaya 55:1 “ הוי כל צמא לכו למים ואשר אין

לו כסף לכו שברו ואכלו ולכו שברו בלוא כסף ובלוא 
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 Ho, everyone who is thirsty, go to“ – ”מחיר יין וחלב

the water, even one with no money, go and eat; go 

and buy wine and milk without money and without 

price.”  “צמא” – “thirst” – refers to one thirsting for 

the Geulah, as it says in Amos 8:11 “ לא רעב ללחם

'ולא צמא למים כי אם לשמוע את דברי ד ” – “Not a 

hunger for bread nor a thirst for water, but to hear 

the words of Hashem” - the Geulah.  “הוי כל צמא” – 

Thirst for the Geulah, and the way to go about it is, 

ואשר אין לו “  .to go to water – to cry – ”לכו למים“

 – ”כסף“ and one who does not have – ”כסף

meaning here the “desire” – cannot bring himself 

to cry for it, should learn Torah first, for the main 

thing which prevents a person from crying is 

because the Yetzer Hara makes his heart hard like 

stone.  Sukkah 52b – If that מנוול (Yetzer Hara) 

accosts you, drag him to the Bais Hamedrash, and if 

your heart is stone, it will soften.  One who’s heart 

is hard should, “לכו שברו ואכלו” – go and acquire 

words of Torah, and that will soften his heart and 

allow him to cry. Tehillim 126:5 “ הזרעים בדמעה

 Those who sow tearfully, will reap“ – ”ברנה יקצרו

with joyous song” – those who cry over the Golus 

will be Zoche to the Geulah.  The Tefilos and the 

sounds of the Shofar on Rosh Hashanah are the 

seeds with which Klal Yisroel are to plant.  The 

purpose of it all is to be Meorer the people to cry 

to Hashem, and that will cause them to have a 

judgment for a good year.  Brochos 32b – All of the 

gates are closed except for the gates of tears.  It is 

clear of the path one must take – it is the path of 

tears that will bring one to a positive judgment.  

The way one can come to tears is through the 

Torah Hakdosha.   

 Rosh Hashanah 2 – Shlah – מטה נפתלי 

Hakodosh, Meseches Rosh Hashanah – It is 

because we say Vidui on Rosh Hashanah that we 

are Zoche that our court cases are brought in front 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu directly, and not in front of 

other ministering angels.  It is only possible to say 

Vidui during the Shofar blowing, and through that 

Vidui that we say then, our judgment is brought 

before Hakodosh Boruch Hu.  With this Shlah, we 

can understand the words of Dovid Hamelech, 

Tehillim 89:16 – “ לכוןבאור פניך יה' ד אשרי העם יודעי  

 Praised is the nation who knows the“ – ”תרועה

Teruah, Hashem, they walk by the illumination of 

Your countenance.”  Those who know what the 

Teruah is all about – they know that at the time of 

Shofar sounding they are to say Vidui, they are 

Zoche to have their judgment brought directly 

before Hakodosh Boruch Hu.  “ תקעו בחדש שופר

כי חק לישראל הוא משפט לאלקי . בכסה ליום חגנו

 We believe that our Mishpat will be before – ”יעקב

the G-d of Yaakov, for we blow the Shofar, and we 

perform Vidui then.   

תקעו בחדש “ – Rosh Hashanah – פלא יועץ 

 At the time of Rosh Hashanah, a time that – ”שופר

is a renewal for the creation of the world, we must 

sound the Shofar to bring upon us that fear of the 

King, a true and complete Yirah. We are to believe 

with a complete Emunah in Hakodosh Boruch Hu, 

that His Presence fills the entire world.  Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu sees all of our actions, and He sees into 

the depths of our hearts.  “שופר” is the same 

Gematria as “יראה שלם” – we must work on Rosh 

Hashanah to strengthen our Emunah in Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu.  As Dovid Hamelech 34:10 “ ' יראו את ד

 Fear Hashem, His holy“ – ”קדושיו כי אין מחסור ליראיו

ones, for there is no deprivation for His reverent 

ones.” Regarding the one who is a true Yarei 

Hashem, Hashem fills anything that he is lacking, 

both in Ruchniyos and in Gashmiyos.   

 Parshas Nitzavim – Rosh – בן איש חי 

Hashanah 27b – The minimum size of the Shofar 

must be that when one is holding it, it sticks out on 

both sides of his hand.  The main part of the Shofar 

is that one must be of complete humble spirit.  He 

should look at one side of the Shofar, from where 

he comes from – a putrid drop, and to where he 

will end up – in the ground. One must look at both 

sides of the hand – one representing where the 

person came from, and the other side representing 

where he is headed.  This is why Chazal were 
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Mesaken a fast day on Erev Rosh Hashanah, so that 

Klal Yisroel should have a humble spirit, and return 

to Hashem.  

 – Sha’ar Habechinah 5 – חובת הלבבות 

 Speech is the quill of“ – ”הלשון הוא קולמוס הלב“

the heart.”  It is through the mouth that it is 

revealed what is inside a person’s heart.   

 Rosh Hashanah 1 – Just as – עבודת עבודה 

the Chovos Halvovos says that “speech is the quill 

of the heart,” so too the sound of the Shofar, which 

comes through the mouth of a person, reveals 

what is in the heart of the person.  Not only does it 

reveal what is in a person’s heart, but it reveals 

what is in the depths of the person – what he really 

feels and thinks.  As it says in the Zohar Hakodosh 

in Bereishis 2:7 “ויפח באפיו נשמת חיים” – “And He 

(Hakodosh Boruch Hu) blew into his (Odom 

Harishon) nostrils the soul of life.”  What comes 

from the breath of a person comes from the depths 

of his soul.  So too, with the Shofar, whose sound 

comes from the breath of a person, it reveals what 

is in the inside of a person’s heart.  In the heart of 

each and every Yid – deep at the core, there is a 

part of Hakodosh Boruch Hu, and this part can 

never be sullied, even when Chas V’sholom one 

sins.  It is this part of a person which is awakened 

by the sound of the Shofar – for it is the quill of the 

heart.  This is why the Mitzvah of Shofar is to hear 

the sound of the Shofar, and not to blow it – as the 

Brocha is, “לשמוע קול שופר” – “To hear the sound 

of the Shofar” – for it is when one hears this sound 

emanating from the Shofar, it reaches deep within 

him and awakens him to do a complete Teshuva 

and return to Hashem.  One can do a proper 

Teshuva and thereby throw away all of his sins, and 

bring himself closer to Hakodosh Boruch Hu.    

 – Droshos Rosh Hashanah – נועם מגדים 

“ כי חק לישראל . תקעו בחדש שופר בכסה ליום חגנו

 There is a Minhag in Klal – ”הוא משפט לאלקי יעקב

Yisroel to blow Shofar throughout the month of 

Elul.  This is supposed to awaken us to do Teshuva.  

However, on Rosh Hashanah, we must know the, 

 the hidden meaning of the Shofar.  We – ”כסה“

must know that through the sounds of the Shofar, 

we must do Teshuva, and be Zoche to a good 

judgment.  

 Perhaps now we can understand why the 

moon being covered makes it an appropriate day 

for the Yom Hadin.  The moon is hidden, and will 

begin again anew.  The Shofar blast is to awaken us 

from our spiritual slumber and instill in us a new 

awareness of Hakodosh Boruch Hu’s sovereignty 

over this world.  When recognizing this, we are to 

reaffirm our commitment to follow in His ways and 

serve Him in the proper manner at all times.  

Within each and every one of us there is a part of 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu.  It is hidden in some of us 

very deep down.  The sound of the Shofar 

symbolizes what is truly in our hearts.  The first and 

most powerful of the Ma’amoros with which the 

world was created was through the sound of the 

Shofar.  It strips away the entire exterior, and 

brings forth what is hidden from within.  On Rosh 

Hashanah one must cry out to Hakodosh Boruch 

Hu.  Just like the breath of a person with which one 

blows the Shofar, so too tears come from the 

depths of a person.  One must bring forth those 

tears, and cry over his iniquities, and tell Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu that he will follow the correct path in 

the future. It is with those tears that one can fulfill 

Vidui on Rosh Hashanah, and that will give him the 

Zechus to be judged directly by Hakodosh Boruch 

Hu.  We must listen to the sound of the Shofar and 

know that far greater than words, this truly reaches 

the depth of the person.  One must do Teshuva 

with all of his heart, and be Mamlich Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu over the world.  In the Zechus of the 

sound of the Shofar, may it truly awaken us to our 

core to do a proper Teshuva, and be Zoche to a 

   .A Gut Gebentched Yur – כתיבה וחתימה טובה
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Shmuel 1:2:1 “ ותתפלל חנה ותאמר עלץ
לבי בד' רמה קרני בד', רחב פי על אויבי כי 

 ”שמחתי בישועתך
“Chanah Davened and said, ‘My heart 
exalted in Hashem, my pride was raised 
through Hashem, my mouth opened wide 
against my antagonists, for I rejoiced in 
your salvation.”  On the first day of Rosh 
Hashanah, the Haftorah is read from Sefer 
Shmuel - the first Perek, and the first ten 
Pesukim in the second Perek.  These ten 
Pesukim are known as Shiras Chanah, the 
song Chanah sang to the Ribbono Shel 
Olam, thanking the Ribbono Shel Olam for 
being Zoche to have a child, Shmuel Hanavi.  
The reading of the Torah on the first day of 
Rosh Hashanah discusses Sarah Imeinu, 
who was Zoche to have a child, Yitzchok 
Avinu.  The Gemara in Megilah 31a says 
that both Sarah and Chanah were 
remembered on Rosh Hashanah, to be 
Zoche to have a child that year.  It seems to 
be very appropriate that we read regarding 
Sarah and Chanah on Rosh Hashanah, for 
that is the day they were remembered.  
However, why do we read the entire first 
Perek in Shmuel and the first 10 Pesukim in 
the next Perek?  Why do we Lain Shiras 
Chanah?  The following Divrei Torah will 
expound on this topic, and perhaps support 
the P’shat offered in the closing paragraph.  
 And“ – ”ולחנה אין ילדים“ 1:3 – אברבנאל 
Chanah had no children.”  Chanah was not 
an Akarah, one who cannot have children.  
Rather Hashem closed her womb so that 
she would be Mispalel to have children.   
והיה כי הרבתה “ 1:12 – מראות הצובאות 
 And it was as she continued to“ – ”להתפלל
Daven to Hashem.”  The Loshon of “והיה” is 
a Loshon of Simcha, joy.  Chanah was not an 
Akarah, just that Hashem closed her womb 

so that she would Daven.  The more she 
was Mispalel, the more, “והיה,” joy there 
was for Hakodosh Boruch Hu.   
מימים ימימה “ – Shmuel 77 – ילקוט שמעוני 

צבקות בשלה' להשתחות ולזבח לד ועלה האיש ההוא  
 This man would ascend from his“ – ”מעירו
city every year to prostrate himself and to 
bring Korbonos to Hashem, Master of 
Legions, in Shiloh.”  The Medrash says, 
 He elevated himself over his“ – ”נתעלה בביתו“
house, over his courtyard, over his city, over 
all of Klal Yisroel – and all of his ascents 
were done on his own.”  The Posuk states 
his prostrating, which represents Tefilah, is 
mentioned before his bringing Korbonos, to 
teach us that Tefilah is even greater than 
bringing Korbonos.   
“ Shmuel 1:5 – אליה רבה  סגר את רחמה' וד ” 
– I was once traveling from town to town 
and an old man asked me why is it that 
some individual  people from Klal Yisroel 
are not given the gift of children.  I 
answered him: “My son, it is because 
Hakodosh Boruch Hu loves them greatly, 
and He wants them to come to Him and 
Daven to Him to increase Rachamim so that 
they will be Zoche to have children”.  We 
learn this from Avrohom and Sarah, as well 
as from Rivkah, Rochel, and Chanah, for 
they were not Zoche to have children until 
there was increased Rachamim in front of 
Hakodosh Boruch Hu.   
י קרא"מהר  וכעסתה צרתה גם כעס בעבור “ 1:6 – 
 Chanah’s rival (Peninah, the“ – ” הרעימה
other wife of her husband Elkanah) would 
provoke her over and over in order to anger 
her.”  Peninah antagonized Chanah so that 
she would Daven for a child.   
ק"רד   She“ – ”ותבכה ולא תאכל“ 1:7 – 
(Chanah) cried and did not eat.”  Her crying 
satiated her, so she did not need to eat.  
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Tehillim 42:4 “היתה לי דמעתי לחם יומם ולילה” – 
“My tears were my sustenance for me, day 
and night.” 
 She“ – ”והיא מרת נפש“ 1:10 – נפש החיים 
was an embittered soul.” Although Chanah 
was an embittered soul, she pushed the 
pain away from her, and she pushed her 
words of Tefilah before Hashem.  The 
Tefilah was for the pain and anguish that 
the Shechina had because she was in pain.  
Moshe Rabbeinu as well used harsh words 
to Hashem.  When the Chachomim Darshen 

that Moshe and Chanah spoke harshly to 
Hashem, they are expounding the Posuk for 
the good of Moshe and Chanah.  They 
spoke “ 'על ד ” – “about Hashem”, not “ 'אל ד ” 
– “to Hashem.”  They were Mispalel that 
the pain of the Shechina should be relieved.   
 And she“ – ”ובכה תבכה“ 1:10 – מלבים 
cried continuously.”  The gates of tears are 
never closed.    
“ – 31a – ברכות  ה הלכתה כמ: אמר רב המנונה
 Rav“ – ”גברוותא איכא למשמע מהני קראי דחנה
Hamnuna said, ‘There are many Halachos 
that are learned from these Pesukim 
regarding Chanah.”  We see that Chanah 
spoke “על לבה” – “On her heart” – regarding 
that which was in her heart.  We learn from 
this that one must have Kavanah when 
Davening.  One should move his lips when 
Davening, though he should not raise his 
voice that others should hear.  One must 
not Daven while intoxicated.   
ואשפך את נפשי לפני “ 1:15 – משנת רבי אהרן 
'ד ”  - “And I (Chanah) have poured out my 
soul before Hashem.”  When one stands 
before his Master to Daven, he must 
remove his Guf (body) from his Nefesh 
(soul).  One must remove all pleasures that 
the Guf has in this world, and all matters of 
the Guf, and pour out his Nefesh completely 

to Hakodosh Boruch Hu.  When one 
accomplishes this, it is as if he departed 
from this world, and becomes from the 
B’nei Aliyah, the elevated ones.   
צדוק הכהן' ר   - 1:15 “ 'ואשפך את נפשי לפני ד ” 

 - Chanah’s entire heart was attached with 
great desire to her soul.  As we say in Krias 
Shema “ובכל נפשך” – “With your entire soul” 
– one’s heart must be complete with his 
Neshama to be close to Hashem.   
י"רש   For“ – ”אל הנער הזה התפללתי“ 1:27 – 
this child I Davened.”  Eili Hakohen told 

Chanah that her son Shmuel would be put 
to death for Paskening a Shaila in front his 
Rebbe, but she need not worry for he would 
Daven that she be Zoche to have another 
child.  Chanah responded that she Davened 
for this child, Shmuel, and she wanted him 
and not a replacement.   
י קרא"מהר   – 1:28 “ כל ' וגם אנכי השאלתהו לד
'הימים אשר היה שאול לד ” – “Furthermore, I have 
lent him to Hashem all the days that he will 
survive he is lent to Hashem.”  Chanah is 
saying that she is now coming to return 
Shmuel to Hashem.   
2:1 – מדרש ילמדנו  "ותתפלל חנה"  - “And 
Chanah was Mispalel.”  Chanah Davened 
eighteen Brochos (the Medrash goes 
through all of the Brochos of Shemoneh 
Esrei and matches each Brocha to words in 
Shiras Chanah corresponding to that 
particular Brocha).  Here is where we learn 
that women are obligated in Tefilah. 
ק"רד   - 2:1 "ותתפלל חנה"  - Chanah had 
Nevuah, and was being Mispalel for all 
future generations of Klal Yisroel.  
Everything in this world is controlled by the 
Ribbono Shel Olam, including all of one’s 
needs.  Chanah is teaching Klal Yisroel how 
to be Mispalel in the proper manner so that 
the Tefilos should be answered – one must 
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be Mispalel with his entire Nefesh, as 
Chanah did.   
א"מהרש   – Brochos 31b - 1:27 “ אל הנער
 Chanah was telling Eili that – ”הזה התפללתי
this child Shmuel would be more precious 
to her than any other child, for this child 
was born through her own Tefilos.   
 – Hashabosos 8:16 – בני יששכר 
-  ”שלפעמים הצדיק נענה אפילו בדיבור בעלמא“ There 
is a fundamental difference between Dibbur 
and Tefilah.  Dibbur is when one speaks to 
the Ribbono Shel Olam and asks for 

something.  If it is an Eis Rotzon, then the 
Ribbono Shel Olam will grant the person his 
request. Then there is Tefilah which is the 
proper form of prayer.  First he praises the 
Ribbono Shel Olam, and then beseeches the 
Ribbono Shel Olam from the depths of his 
heart, that his requests are fulfilled.  The 
salvation of Dibbur is temporary, while the 
salvation of Tefilah, is one that the world 
can attain an everlasting salvation.  The 
Avos and Imahos were speaking to the 
Ribbono Shel Olam in the form of Tefilah, 
and were therefore Zoche to have children, 
Klal Yisroel, an eternal nation.  1:27 “ אל הנער
 Chanah used the Loshon of – ”הזה התפללתי
Tefilah, which meant that Shmuel would 
have a Kiyum.   
 ”הוה ההוא מזיק בי רבנן דאביי“ 31b – קידושין 
– “There was a certain demon that resided 
in the study hall of Abaya.”  Abaya heard 
that Rebbe Acha Bar Yaakov was coming to 
town.  There was a Mazik – a demon, 
terrorizing the people of the town.  
Generally, demons are only active at night, 
and only antagonize those who are alone.  
However, this was an exceedingly 
dangerous demon; it was out by day and 
night, antagonizing people even if they 
were not alone.  Abaya told all of the 

people in the town not to invite Rebbe Acha 
Bara Yaakov to stay in their home.  This way 
he would have no choice but to stay in the 
Bais Hakneses, and there the demon would 
bother him.  The holy Rebbe Acha Bar 
Yaakov would take care of the demon once 
and for all, and the town would have 
tranquility once again.  The people listened 
to Abaya, and Rebbe Acha stayed in the 
Bais Hakneses.  The Mazik went to attack 
Rebbe Acha Bar Yaakov.  Rebbe Acha Bar 
Yaakov Davened to Hakodosh Boruch Hu, 

and he bowed down seven times.  Each 
time he bowed down, one of the seven 
heads of the Mazik fell off, until the Mazik 
was no more.  Rebbe Acha Bar Yaakov said, 
“Had a miracle not occurred for me, I would 
have been in great danger.” 
א"מהרש   – Kiddushin 31b “ הוה ההוא מזיק
 How could it be that Abaya – ”בי רבנן דאביי
did this?  What gave him the right to place 
Rebbe Acha Bar Yaakov’s life in danger?  
Secondly, even if you want to say that 
Abaya knew that a miracle would occur for 
the great Rebbe Acha Bar Yaakov, when a 
miracle occurs for someone, it diminishes 
his Zechusim.  Why did Abaya have the right 
to make Rebbe Acha Bar Yaakov lose of his 
Zechusim?  If one Davens a proper Tefilah 
like Rebbe Acha Bar Yaakov certainly did, 
then it was with certainty that the Mazik 
would be destroyed.  Rebbe Acha Bar 
Yaakov was never in danger.  What did 
Rebbe Acha Bar Yaakov mean when he said, 
“Had a miracle not occurred for me I would 
have been in great danger?”  He meant that 
had he not had a chance to Daven before 
the attack of the Mazik, he would have 
been in danger of losing Zechuyos for the 
miracle that occurred.  However, being that 
he did Daven before, he did not lose any 
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Zechusim.  Apparently, Abaya held that in 
order to save the town from the Mazik, it 
was permissible to place Rebbe Acha Bar 
Yaakov in the situation that he was in.  His 
life was never in danger; it was only a 
question that he may have lost Zechusim, 
and he ended up not losing even that. 
 – ”אל הנער הזה התפללתי“ 1:27 - מדרשי הזהר 
Why did Chanah say “הנער” – “the child” and 
not “הבן” – “the son?”  Chanah was saying 
that it should be Hashem’s will that even 
when Shmuel grows up and becomes an 

adult, he should always be as he is now, a 
child, in his Avodas Hashem.  2:19 “ ומעיל קטן
 His“ – ”תעשה לו אמו והעלתה לו מימים ימימה
mother would make for him a small robe 
and bring it up to him from year to year.”  
This Posuk means that Shmuel’s greatness 
came from his mother’s constant Tefilos 
that he remain like a child – with a burst of 
energy for Avodas Hashem.   
ישראל אינן כשאר בני “ – O”C 581 – טור 
 Klal Yisroel are not like other“ – ”אדם
people.”  When one is being judged to live 
or not – he dresses in black, and is worried 
about the outcome of the case.  Klal Yisroel 
wear white clothes, and are festive and 
merry, for they have Bitachon in Hashem  
that they will be victorious in judgment.   
שבזכות האמונה נגאלו “ – 240 – ילקוט שמעוני 

וכן לעתיד יגאלו בזכות האמונה, ישראל ממצרים ” – “In 
the Zechus of Klal Yisroel’s Emunah in 
Hakodosh Boruch Hu, they were Zoche to be 
redeemed from Mitzrayim, and so too they 
will be redeemed in the future in the Zechus 
of their Emunah.”  
 Rosh Hashanah – Drush – קהלת יעקב 
ביאור הפטרה איך האדם יצא זכאי בדינו ביום “ – 10
 An explanation of the Haftorah how“ – ”הדין
one is Zoche to have a favorable judgment 
of the Day of Judgment.”  When Chanah 

first had a child, she did not know if it was 
for good or not, for she did not know if her 
child would be a Tzaddik or Rasha.  1:27 “ אל
 At this point she knew – ”הנער הזה התפללתי
that it was good, and she said, “It was for 
this child that I was Mispalel.” Chanah, in 
her great humility, did not believe that she 
was Zoche to a child for her merits.  2:1 
“ 'רמה קרני בד' ותתפלל חנה ותאמר עלץ לבי בד ” – 
“Chanah Davened and said, ‘My heart 
exulted in Hashem, my pride was raised 
through Hashem’.”  What is the difference 

between “ ץעל ” and “עלץ“  ?”שמחה” is 
recognizing now that there will be 
happiness in the future, as in one who 
makes a good business deal that will reap 
great profits in the future.  Chanah was 
saying that she knew why she was Zoche to 
have a child – it was because she was “ עלץ
'לבי בד ” – she had complete Emunah in 
Hashem that He would do what is best for 
her.  In the same way, Klal Yisroel have 
complete Emunah that they will be Zoche to 
have a successful judgment on Rosh 
Hashanah.   
 Perhaps now we can understand why 
we read the Haftorah of Chanah on Rosh 
Hashanah, including her Shira.  There are 
many Halachos which we learn from the 
way Chanah was Mispalel.  The most 
important of all is to know how and what 
Chanah was Davening for.  She wanted a 
child to be able to give to the Ribbono Shel 
Olam.  She was Mispalel for the Shechina.  
Her Zechus was that she knew Hakodosh 
Boruch Hu would certainly give her what 
was best for her.  May we be Zoche to be 
Mispalel properly, and be joyous in knowing 
that Hakodosh Boruch Hu always takes care 
of His children, Klal Yisroel.  In the Zechus of 
Tefilah, may we have a  כתיבה וחתימה טובה. 
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בכל “ 4:8 (ירושלמי) ראש השנה

הקרבנות כתיב 'והקרבתם' וכאן 

כתיב 'ועשיתם'- אמר להן הקב"ה, מכיון 

שנכנסתם לדין לפני בראש השנה ויצאתם 

בשלום מעלה אני עליכם כאילו נבראתם בריה 

 ”חדשה

“By all of the Korbonos the Torah uses a 

Loshon of ‘And you shall offer’, and here (by 

the Yom Tov of Rosh Hashanah) the Torah 

uses a Loshon of ‘And you shall 

make’(Bamidbar 29:2).  Hakodosh Boruch 

Hu said to them, ‘Because you came before 

Me in judgment on Rosh Hashanah, and 

you left in peace, I consider it as if you are a 

new creation.”  On Rosh Hashanah, we 

come before the Ribbono Shel Olam and 

beseech His mercy to forgive us for our sins.  

The Ribbono Shel Olam says that He will 

make us like a new creation. What is the 

advantage to that? Why is it not good 

enough to be the same creation as before, 

just without our sins?  Additionally, what is 

the purpose of Tashlich?  The following 

Divrei Torah will expound on this topic, and 

perhaps support the P’shat offered in the 

closing paragraph.  

א"רמ  והולכין אל הנהר לומר “ 583:2 – 

ותשליך במצלות כל חטאתם,'פסוק  ” – “And 

we go to the river and recite  the Posuk 

‘And cast into the depths of the sea all of 

their sin’s (Micha 7:19).” 

המשנה ברור   We – ”הנהר“ 583:8 – 

say Tashlich because it says in the Medrash 

that Avrohom Avinu went into the river 

until the water reached his neck in his quest 

to perform the Akeidas Yitzchok.  Tashlich is 

a Zecher to the Akeida.  It is preferable to 

say Tashlich near waters that have live fish 

for it is a Siman that Ayin Hara should not 

rule over us, and that we should multiply 

like fish.  It is also preferable that the river 

or well be outside the city where one 

resides. 

 Parshas Vayeira 28 – מדרש תנחומא

“ שי וישא אברהם את עיניו וירא את ביום השלי

 On the third day, Avrohom“ – ”המקום מרחק

raised his eyes and perceived the place 

from afar.”  Avrohom traveled with his son 

Yitzchok to Shecht him, as he understood 

from the command of Hashem.  The Satan 

saw that Avrohom was fully prepared to 

pass the test he was given.  The Satan 

caused there to be a great river, which he 

hoped would deter Avrohom from 

continuing on in his mission.  Avrohom went 

into the water until it reached his knees.  He 

continued to walk until the water reached 

his neck.  He then raised his eyes to the 

heavens and told the Ribbono Shel Olam 

that they are both “one”.  Hakodosh Boruch 

Hu is “One” and Avrohom Avinu was the 

“one” who was following Hashem.  

Avrohom Avinu said that it will be a disgrace 

to Hashem if he and his son Yitzchok die in 

the water.  Instantly, Hakodosh Boruch Hu 

made the river dry, and Avrohom forged on 

to fulfill the mission of Hashem.   
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ומנהג ישראל “ – 3:56 – תורת העולה 

תורה הוא במה שהולכין אל מים ואומרים 

'...תשליך' ” – “Minhag Yisroel is Torah and it 

is proper that they go to the water to say 

Tashlich.”  From looking into the depths of 

the water, one can recognize the concept of 

the creation of the world.  There is water 

that goes to depths of the world.  Water 

covers all the land of the world, except for 

the parts specifically chosen by the Ribbono 

Shel Olam to be a place where mortals can 

live.  One goes to Tashlich to awaken him to 

the fact that there is continuously a new 

world.  The Ribbono Shel Olam keeps the 

water off of the land for us.  This should 

bring one to praise the Ribbono Shel Olam 

as the King of the world, to be Mamlich the 

Ribbono Shel Olam, and this will cause him 

to do a compete Teshuva.  When one does 

this, Hakodosh Boruch Hu pardons him for 

all of his sins – his sins are thrown into the 

depths of the water, never to be seen again.   

 – Shlah Hakodosh – 61 – עמק ברכה 

There are those who say (when going to 

Tashlich) that they are going to throw away 

all of their sins.  They grab hold of the 

corner of their clothes and shake it out, and 

believe that  by doing this, they have 

thrown away all of their Aveiros.  Chas 

V’sholom for one to think this, as this is 

truly a great Chilul Hashem.  One must 

know that the main purpose in Tashlich is to 

Daven to Hakodosh Boruch Hu, and 

recognize that the Ribbono Shel Olam is the 

King over the entire world. He runs the 

world constantly, down to the very last 

detail.  When one does this, and says the 

Pesukim of Tashlich, this is what causes his 

sins to be thrown away.  There is a Minhag 

to shake out the corners of one’s clothing, 

which is meant to be shaking out Klipos 

(Ruchniyos waste) from ourselves which 

was caused by our sins.  

והולכים אל “ – 583:30 – כף החיים 

 Ashkenazim have the Minhag to go – ”הנהר

to water to say Tashlich on Rosh Hashanah.  

They say the Pesukim of “…מי קל כמוך” 

three times.  One must make sure to 

understand the meaning of the words and 

to recognize that these correspond to the 

thirteen Middos by which Hakodosh Boruch 

Hu forgives Klal Yisroel.  It is a good and 

worthy Minhag.  There are those who had 

the Minhag to say Tashlich at a pit even if 

there was no water in it.  The main purpose 

of Tashlich is for one to be thinking of the ים 

   .the sea above in Shomayim – העליון

ל"מהרי   – Hilchos Rosh Hashanah – 

The Zohar Hakodosh says that Akeidas 

Yitzchok occurred on Rosh Hashanah, and 

we therefore Lain the Parshas Ha’akeidah 

on Rosh Hashanah.   By the same token, 

Tashlich is done on Rosh Hashanah because 

it too is a Zecher of the Akeidas Yitzchok.   

“ – 583 – בית מאיר   ךתשלי ” – The 

source of the Minhag of Tashlich is from the 

Posuk in Shmuel 1:7:6 – “ מים וישפכו  וישאבו

'לפני ד ” – “They drew water and poured it 
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out before Hashem.” Targum Yonason says 

that this means that they poured out their 

hearts in front of Hashem.  Rashi says that 

this was done as a symbolic gesture of 

pouring out their hearts in “submission” to 

Hashem.  The purpose of Tashlich is to 

humble ourselves before Hashem.     

במקום שיש בו “ – 596 – אליה רבה 

 The Minhag is to go to Tashlich at – ”דגים

“a place that has fish.”  One of the reasons 

for this is because a fish does not have 

eyelids, and its eyes are always open.  This 

is to remind us that the Ribbono Shel Olam 

is always watching over us; He never 

slumbers.   

ת תורה לשמה"שו  תשליך “ – 159 – 

קודם שקיעה  ,אחר תפילת מנחה ” – The 

Arizal says that it is preferable for Tashlich 

to be performed on Rosh Hashanah, after 

Mincha and before Shkiah.  It is known that 

the first half of the day of Rosh Hashanah is 

a time of Chesed in Shomayim, while the 

second half is a time of judgment.  If so, 

why does the Arizal say to perform Tashlich 

during the second half of the day?  The 

Medrash describes the first day of Man in 

Gan Eden hour by hour.  In the ninth hour, 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu told Odom not to eat 

from the Eitz Hada’as.  In the tenth hour, 

Odom ate from the Eitz Hada’as.  In the 

eleventh hour, Odom was judged for the 

action of eating from the Eitz Hada’as.  In 

the twelfth hour, Odom was forgiven (after 

his Teshuva) for eating of the Eitz Hada’as.  

Perhaps the Arizal said to perform Tashlich 

after Mincha, right before Shkiah – during 

the twelfth hour - for that is a time of 

Rotzon, as we see Odom Harishon was 

forgiven then.   

 Droshos Rosh – קהלת יעקב 

Hashanah – “תשליך” – The Gemara in 

Horiyos 12a says that kings are only 

anointed near a spring to symbolize that 

their kingdom will endure.  On Rosh 

Hashanah, we are Mamlich the Ribbono 

Shel Olam and accept to be His servant with 

a full heart.  However after the Yomim 

Nora’im, we often forget what we were 

Mekabel and do not see ourselves as His 

servant.  Therefore there is a Minhag to go 

to a spring as a Siman that we should be 

Mamlich the Ribbono Shel Olam throughout 

the year.  The spring represents the 

endurance throughout the year. That is why 

some have the Minhag to specifically go to 

running water.   

מנערים “ – Sanhedrin 102b – בן יהוידע 

 We shake“ -  ”שיפולי הבגד בסדר התשליך

out the corners of our clothing as part of 

the process of Tashlich.”  There is a Minhag 

that some have to shake the corners of 

their clothes after Kiddush Levanah because 

the evil spirits are jealous of the Brocha, 

and at the end of the Brocha they grab onto 

ones clothes.  Therefore, we shake the 

corner of our clothes to knock them off.  At 
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Tashlich, we have a Minhag to shake the 

corners of our clothes to demonstrate that 

we are knocking away our sins and those 

evil spirits that were created by our 

improper actions.   

 Rosh Hashanah: D’rush – קהלת יעקב 

על ידי התשובה שעושים בימי הרחמים “ – 4

נמחקין העונות לגמרי וכאילו לא עשאם כלל 

בהונחשב כצדיק גמור לא כבעל תשו ” – 

“Through doing Teshuva during the days of 

mercy, one’s sins are completely erased, 

and it is if the sins were never done, and he 

is considered like a complete Tzaddik – not 

like a Ba’al Teshuva.”  The Yerushalmi in 

Rosh Hashanah 4:8 says, “ ליכם מעלה אני ע

 one who does – ”כאילו נבראתם בריה חדשה

proper Teshuva during the Yomim Nora’im, 

he becomes like a new being.  What is the 

advantage of being a “new being” over 

being a Ba’al Teshuva?  There is a point of 

contention as to which is greater: the one 

who was always a Tzaddik, or the Ba’al 

Teshuva?  The Medrash Rabbah in Parshas 

Lech Lecha says that Hakodosh Boruch Hu 

told Avrohom Avinu not to fear that there 

were many years that he served Avodah 

Zarah for it says in Tehillim 102:3 “ לך טל

 You retain the dew-like freshness“ – ”ילדתיך

of your youth.”  Just as dew flies in the air, 

so too your Aveiros are going to fly in the 

air.  The reason being because Avrohom did 

Teshuva, Hakodosh Boruch Hu made him 

like a new creation, pure and Tahor.  It is 

apparent from this Medrash that it is better 

to be a complete Tzaddik.  If this were not 

the case, why would Avrohom fear about 

previous sins he did?  It must be that 

Avrohom was not satisfied with being a 

Ba’al Teshuva, but wanted to be on the 

higher level of a complete Tzaddik.  Teshuva 

is accepted all year, however it can only 

make one a Ba’al Teshuva.  However on 

Rosh Hashanah, one has the opportunity to 

become a Tzaddik Gamur if he does 

Teshuva.   

 Perhaps now we can understand the 

significance that on Rosh Hashanah we can 

be “remade”.  The Ribbono Shel Olam gave 

us a great opportunity to be completely 

reborn, and become a Tzaddik Gamur.  

Avrohom Avinu served Avodah Zarah in the 

beginning of his life.  However, he found 

the Ribbono Shel Olam and his sins flew 

away in the air, making Avrohom Avinu a 

Tzaddik Gamur.  We go to Tashlich as a 

reminder of Akeidas Yitzchok where 

Avrohom Avinu prepared to Shecht his son 

for the sake of Hashem.  Tashlich is not just 

something that we are to do 

ceremoniously; rather we must go to 

Tashlich and do Teshuva.  We must 

remember that the Ribbono Shel Olam is All 

Merciful, and that there are thirteen 

Middos of Rachamim.  The Ribbono Shel 

Olam eagerly awaits our Teshuva.  May we 

be Zoche to properly Mamlich the Ribbono 

Shel Olam and be Zoche to a true Teshuva 

Shlaima. 
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 ”כי חלק ד' עמו, יעקב חבל נחלתו“ 32:9

“For Hashem’s portion is His people, 

Yaakov is the measure of His inheritance.”  Moshe 

Rabbeinu tells Klal Yisroel that this is the song, just 

before the end of his life.  What does the Posuk 

mean when it says that Yaakov is the measure of 

His inheritance?  The following Divrei Torah will 

expound on this topic, and support the P’shat 

offered in the closing paragraph. 

י"רש   – 32:9 “ יעקב חבל , עמו' כי חלק ד

 A rope, which is many strands twisted – ”נחלתו

together, is stronger than any of the individual 

strands.  Therefore, Yaakov Avinu is mentioned 

here as “Hashem’s rope,” because he is like a rope 

in which the strengths of Avrohom and Yitzchok 

were all combined into his own strength, making it 

very strong.  

“ 32:9 - אבן עזרא  יעקב חבל , עמו' כי חלק ד

 Ropes were used to measure a plot of – ”נחלתו

land.  The word rope came to be synonymous with 

the plot itself.  These words are telling us that 

Yaakov’s family is Hashem’s inheritance.   

“ 32:9 - רבינו אפרים  יעקב , עמו' כי חלק ד

נחלתו חבל  – ”חבורה“ is from a Loshon of ”חבל“ – ”

“a group.”  Shmuel 1:10:5 “ופגעת חבל נביאים” – 

“And you will encounter a group of Nevi’im.”  

ן"רמב   - 32:9 “ יעקב חבל , עמו' כי חלק ד

“ – ”נחלתו עמו' כי חלק ד ” – “For Hashem’s portion is 

His people” - Hakodosh Boruch Hu guides the 

affairs of all the nations of the world through the 

medium of Heavenly bodies.  Each nation has their 

ministering angel that is assigned to them.  There is 

one exception to this, and that is Klal Yisroel.  

Hakodosh Boruch Hu directly guides Klal Yisroel’s 

affairs without any intermediaries. “ יעקב חבל

 The image of Yaakov is engraved on the – ”נחלתו

Kisai Hakovod.   

ם שיק"מהר   - 32:9 “ יעקב חבל , עמו' כי חלק ד

 Hakodosh Boruch Hu chose Klal Yisroel to – ”נחלתו

be His nation for eternity, as it says in this Posuk, 

 and inheritance – that which is – ”נחלה“

uninterrupted – goes automatically.  ז"ט  OC 224:1 

– A Chelek, a portion – a part of something, has a 

connection to what it was originally part of.  

Therefore, when one sees Chachmei Yisroel he 

makes a Brocha of, “אשר חלק מחכמתו ליראיו” – 

“That was separated from His wisdom to those 

who fear Him.”  “עמו” – When Klal Yisroel fulfill the 

Rotzon Hashem, they are called, “His nation,” while 

the name of, “יעקב” represents a lower Madreiga.  

“ עמו' כי חלק ד ” – When Klal Yisroel are completely 

attached to Hakodosh Boruch Hu they are called, 

“His nation.” “יעקב חבל נחלתו” – However, if they 

are not on that level, nonetheless, there is no 

separation between Hakodosh Boruch Hu and Klal 

Yisroel, and they are attached to Him forever.  

What Klal Yisroel receive is a part of Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu, while Hakodosh Boruch Hu may give to 

other nations of the world, but it is not a Chelek, a 

part, of Hakodosh Boruch Hu.  

שמשון רפאל הירש' ר   - 32:9 “ , עמו' כי חלק ד

 Unlike all other nations of the – ”יעקב חבל נחלתו

world, Klal Yisroel became a nation before they 

possessed a land.  It was only after they became a 

nation did He bring them to the Land destined for 

them, and commanded them to take possession of 

it.  Hakodosh Boruch Hu did not want Klal Yisroel to 

become a nation in the land that was destined for 

them and develop into a nation in accordance with 

the conditions and influences of the land.  The Land 

of Eretz Yisroel had been cultivated by others.  Klal 

Yisroel only had to maintain the cultivation of the 

soil and the building up of the towns that were 

there before them.  Because Klal Yisroel as a nation 

is G-d’s  people, G-d’s very Own, and with its 

becoming a nation it was to become and remain G-

d’s portion.  What other nations receive from the 

soil of their land, Klal Yisroel receives from its 

relationship with Hashem.  The emergence and 

existence of other nations are rooted in the soil of 

their land.  They prevail over the land and conquer 

it, and by cultivating it and developing it, they turn 

it into the foundation for the development of their 

society.  At the same time, they are subject to the 

climatic influence of their land.  The climatic 

conditions of the land determine the physical, 

intellectual, moral, and social development of their 

culture.  This is not so with Klal Yisroel.  Klal Yisroel 

is to bring into its land its physical, intellectual, 

moral, and social culture already fashioned by 

Hashem.  Klal Yisroel is not to subordinate itself to 
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the land; rather they must make the land 

subordinate to itself as fashioned by Hashem.   

א"מהרש  אשריכם ישראל “ – 66b – כתובות – 

בזמן שעושין רצונו של מקום אין כל אומה ולשון 

ובזמן שאין עושין רצונו של מקום מוסרן , שולטת בהם

 Praised is Klal Yisroel at the“ – ”ביד אומה שפלה

time they fulfill the Rotzon Hashem, for then no 

nation has any power over them.  However, when 

they do not follow the Rotzon Hashem, they are 

given over to the lowest of people.”  Rebbe 

Yochanon said this after the destruction of the 

second Bais Hamikdash.  It does not seem to be 

appropriate to be said at that time, that Klal Yisroel 

are fortunate when they follow the Rotzon 

Hashem, for obviously here they did not do so, and 

that is why the Bais Hamikdash was destroyed.  

This reflects Klal Yisroel’s special relationship with 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu.  Every nation is under the 

influence of a celestial power which sets its 

national destiny.  The only nation not subject to 

this is Klal Yisroel, “ עמו' כי חלק ד ” - for they are 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu’s portion in this world, and 

their fate is completely in His hands.  Therefore, 

when Klal Yisroel follow the Rotzon Hashem, no 

nation can rule over them.  Hakodosh Boruch Hu 

told Avrohom Avinu to look at the Heavens – 

Avrohom’s children would look at the Heavens 

from above, meaning that they would be freed 

from the constraints of the influence of the stars.  

However, when Klal Yisroel fail to fulfill the Rotzon 

Hashem, Hashem distances Himself from them, 

and then they are at the mercy of the most 

debased of the nations, for they do not even have 

the protection of stars that are afforded to other 

nations.   

“ 32:9 - אדרת אליהו  יעקב , עמו' כי חלק ד

 This Posuk can be explained based – ”חבל נחלתו

on the words of the ע"רמ  who says that the holy 

stones of the Bais Hamikdash were never 

controlled by Nevuchadnetzar, rather they were 

hidden away.  Yaakov Avinu took the ו'  from אליהו 

as collateral for the future Geulah – for Eliyahu will 

be the one to bring us the news when Moshiach 

will be here.  This is why there are times in the 

Torah that יעקוב is written with ו'  and אליה is 

written without a ו' .  Why was Yaakov Avinu the 

one to take collateral from Eliyahu for the future 

Geulah, as opposed to Avrohom or Yitzchok?  The 

first Bais Hamikdash was K’neged Avrohom Avinu; 

the second Bais Hamikdash was K’neged the 

Yitzchok Avinu; and the third one, which should be 

built speedily in our days, will be K’neged Yaakov 

Avinu.  Being that the third Bais Hamikdash will be 

in his Zechus, he is more responsible for it, and 

therefore the one to take collateral to ensure that 

it happens.  “ עמו' כי חלק ד ” – read the word Imo, 

with Him – meaning that Hashem’s portion is still 

with Him; the holy stones of the Bais Hamikdash 

were never under anyone else’s control – always  

only under Hakodosh Boruch Hu’s – for they were 

hidden away to be reused for the third Bais 

Hamikdash.  If one will say, this is good if Klal 

Yisroel will be worthy of the Geulah, and a third 

Bais Hamikdash will be rebuilt.  However, if Chas 

V’sholom, Klal Yisroel are entrenched in Golus, and 

are not worthy of the Geulah, then what good is it 

that Hakodosh Boruch Hu hid away the stones?  To 

that the Torah says, “יעקב חבל נחלתו” – Klal Yisroel 

does not have to worry about that because Yaakov 

Avinu already took a Mashkon from Eliyahu Zachur 

Latov, and therefore it is certain that there will be a 

third Bais Hamikdash.  “חבל” – is from a Loshon of 

 collateral, meaning that Yaakov already ,ערבון

ensures our inheritance by taking collateral – the 

third Bais Hamikdash, which in his Zechus will stand 

in the future.  

א"גר   - 32:9 “ יעקב חבל , עמו' כי חלק ד

'א It says in Perek – ”נחלתו  of תנא דבי אליהו that 

one of the Middos of Hakodosh Boruch Hu is, “ שמח

 being happy with His lot.”  How can one“ – ”בחלקו

say such a thing about Hakodosh Boruch Hu, that 

He is happy with His lot, when absolutely 

everything is His?  Hakodosh Boruch Hu’s lot is Klal 

Yisroel – Klal Yisroel is His chosen nation.  Even 

when Klal Yisroel fall in their Ruchniyos, and are 

wallowing in Tumah, nonetheless, Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu is happy with His lot, Klal Yisroel.  No 

matter what, Hakodosh Boruch Hu will always 

remain with Klal Yisroel – He will never abandon 

them, for He is happy with His choice.   
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יוסף בכור שור' ר   - 32:9 “ יעקב , עמו' כי חלק ד

 The word is doubled for it is the way – ”חבל נחלתו

to divide land by using rope to measure it – for 

example, each one receiving 100 rope lengths of 

land.   

“ 32:9 - רבינו זלמן רונקיל  , עמו' כי חלק ד

ויעקב חבל נחלת ” – Hakodosh Boruch Hu had a 

Gorel with all of the nations of the world, which 

nation would win the Gorel and become Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu’s nation.  The חבל, rope - Gorel fell on 

Klal Yisroel, and they would be forever Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu’s nation.   

יונתן בן עוזיאלתרגום    - 32:9 “ , עמו' כי חלק ד

וכיון דנפל עמא קדישא בפיצתיה “ – ”יעקב חבל נחלתו

פתח מיכאל פמיה ואמר ארום חולק טב , דמרי עלמא

פתח גבריאל פמיה בתושבחא , עמיה' דשום מימרא דה

.ואמר דבית יעקב עדב אחסנתיה ” - There was a great 

Gorel made by the Master of the world.  Being that 

the Gorel fell on the nation Klal Yisroel, Michoel 

opened his mouth and spoke about the great 

portion that was given to Hakodosh Boruch Hu’s 

nation, Klal Yisroel.  Gavriel opened his mouth with 

praise, and said that Klal Yisroel received the Gorel 

from the inheritance.   

“ 32:9 - ביאור יונתן  יעקב חבל , עמו' כי חלק ד

 The Malachim said this Posuk after Klal – ”נחלתו

Yisroel were chosen in the Gorel.  “הלא אביך קנך” – 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu purchased Klal Yisroel – from 

whom?  אליעזר מוורמשא' ר  says that when 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu gave to each Malach a nation, 

the nation Klal Yisroel was given to Michoel.  

Hakodosh Boruch Hu told Michoel – “Sell me your 

nation (Klal Yisroel) and I will make you the Sar and 

Kohen over the רקיע.”  Michoel agreed to the deal, 

and so it was that Klal Yisroel was sold to Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu, and became Hakodosh Boruch Hu’s 

nation.   

“ 32:9 - כלי יקר  יעקב חבל , עמו' כי חלק ד

 There are three numbers with which – ”נחלתו

Hakodosh Boruch Hu shows Klal Yisroel’s 

endearment to Him, for Klal Yisroel is equal to 

everything in this world – the world is for them: 

seventy, twelve, and three.  When Yaakov and his 

children headed to Mitzrayim the Posuk says, 

 There were – ”בשבעים נפש ירדו אבותינו למצרים“

seventy who went down to Mitzrayim, K’neged the 

seventy nations of the world, and the seventy  שרים

 The second number is the twelve  .של מעלה

Shevatim, K’neged the twelve Mazalos which 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu divided amongst all the 

nations.  Devorim 4:12 “ ופן תשא עיניך השמימה

לכל העמים' אשר חלק ד...וראית את השמש  ” – and 

here it says, “ עמו' כי חלק ד ” – this is to say that the 

twelve Mazalos were divided amongst all the 

nations of the world, and Klal Yisroel, the twelve 

Shevatim, received a portion compared to all of the 

other nations put together.  The number three is 

the three worlds which include all existence, and 

on that the Posuk says here, “יעקב חבל נחלתו” – 

like a rope intertwined with three strings, so too 

the three Avos are the Yesod of all existence.   

אשרינו מה “ – Tefilas Shachris – משך חכמה 

פה ירשתנוטוב חלקנו ומה נעים גורלנו ומה י ” – “We 

are fortunate as to how good our portion is, how 

pleasant our lot, and how beautiful our heritage.”  

A חלק, portion, is based on the individual, while a 

  .a lot, is not based on the individual at all ,גורל

Avrohom Avinu had a child with his שפחה, named 

Yishmael, and he had a child from his wife Sarah, 

the prophetess, named Yitzchok.  According to the 

rules, Yitzchok should have taken the good, and 

Yishmael the bad being that Yishmael came from a 

 Yitzchok took his  .נביאה and Yitzchok from a שפחה

 ,his portion that he was entitled to.  However ,חלק

by Yitzchok’s children, Yaakov and Eisav, they were 

both born from a holy mother, Rivkah.  Therefore, 

that which Yaakov took was a גורל, his lot, though 

not something that he was necessarily entitled to.  

By Yaakov’s children, they were all pure, and there 

were no impurities; they were all equally worthy, 

and therefore they received their portion – a ירושה.  

 This was Yitzchok, who received – ”מה טוב חלקנו“

his rightful portion.  “ומה נעים גורלנו” – Yaakov was 

Zoche to goodness as through a Gorel.  “ ומה יפה

 This was the Shivtei Koh, who were – ”ירשתנו

completely holy, and were all equally Zoche to 

goodness.  Klal Yisroel are very fortunate to be 

Hashem’s chosen people, and proud to proclaim 

His Oneness.   

ם"מלבי   - 32:9 “ יעקב חבל , עמו' כי חלק ד

 Hakodosh Boruch Hu took Klal Yisroel to – ”נחלתו
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be His portion, meaning that Hakodosh Boruch Hu 

deals with Klal Yisroel beyond the boundaries of 

nature.  In a short time, He made them into a great 

nation with many people. Although Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu promised this to Avrohom Avinu, it was 

only to be Mekuyem through Yaakov Avinu and his 

children, and not Eisav, and therefore, the Posuk 

says Yaakov here.  

“ 32:9  - שפתי כהן על התורה  , עמו' כי חלק ד

 is from a ”חבל“ ,The word – ”יעקב חבל נחלתו

Loshon of a משכון, collateral.  The image of Yaakov 

Avinu is engraved in the Kisai Hakovod, for he is the 

one who is the guarantor for his children that they 

will not switch from Hakodosh Boruch Hu being 

their G-d, to another god.    

על מה “ – Parshas Nitzavim – חתם סופר 

 Nedarim 81a – Hakodosh Boruch Hu – ”אבדה הארץ

explained that the reason that the holy Land of 

Eretz Yisroel was lost to Klal Yisroel was because 

they had forsaken the Torah - they did not say 

Birchas Hatorah before learning the Torah. The 

reason that they did not make a Brocha was 

because they did not believe in Teshuva.  ח"ב  – OC 

46 – The reason that we say the Brocha of “ שלא

 ”,that Hashem did not make us a Goy“ ”עשני גוי

instead of saying, “שעשני ישראל” – “that He made 

me a Yisroel,” is because really it would have been 

better had man never been created.   So too with 

Torah, that without Teshuva one should not make 

a Brocha being that every person sins, and without 

Teshuva, it would have been better had the Torah 

not been given, Chas V’sholom. Being that they did 

not believe in Teshuva, they did not make a Brocha 

on the Torah.  It says in the חובת הלבבות – Sha’ar 

Hatshuva ג'  – One who does not believe in the 

power of atonement through Teshuva, Teshuva 

does not atone for him.  Being that they did not 

have the power of Teshuva to atone for their sins, 

the Land was lost.  

 Shuvah Yisroel – 6 – Haftorah – ברך משה 

Shabbos Shuvah, Hoshea 14:2“ ' שובה ישראל עד ד

קחו עמכם דברים ושובו אל . אלקיך כי כשלת בעונך

'ד ” – “Return Yisroel to Hashem Your G-d, for you 

have stumbled through your iniquity.  Take words 

with you and return to Hashem.” It says in Shemos 

Rabbah 38:64 – “ אין דברים אלא , קחו עמכם דברים

 Take words with you” – “words” means“ – ”תורה

Torah, as it says in Devorim 1:1 “ אלה הדברים אשר

 What do words of Torah have to do  ”.דבר משה

with Teshuva?  Brochos 21a – How do we know 

that Birchas Hatorah is an obligation from the 

Torah?  For it says in Parshas Ha’azinu, “ ' כי שם ד

הבו גודל לאלקינו, אקרא ” – Rashi explains that 

Moshe began with words of Shira.  He then said to 

Klal Yisroel that he will bless Hakodosh Boruch Hu 

and they should answer Amein.  Based on the 

words of the Chasam Sofer (above), who explains 

that without Teshuva Klal Yisroel are not worthy of 

having received the Torah, we can explain the 

words of the Navi here.  This was said in order to 

be Me’orer, awaken and inspire, Klal Yisroel to do 

Teshuva for their sins.  Once Klal Yisroel do 

Teshuva, then they are worthy to having received 

the Torah, and can then make a Brocha on the 

Torah, and thank Hakodosh Boruch Hu for giving us 

the Torah.   

 Perhaps now we can understand the 

meaning of the words, “יעקב חבל נחלתו.”  Yaakov 

Avinu took a Mashkon for Klal Yisroel from Eliyahu 

Hanavi, so that Klal Yisroel will be Zoche to the 

Geulah.  Klal Yisroel are only Zoche to the Torah, 

and can make a Brocha on the Torah, when they 

believe in the power of Teshuva, and return to 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu for their iniquities.  By the 

same token, Klal Yisroel will be only Zoche to the 

Geulah, when they truly believe that the Geulah is 

coming.  As we prepare for Yom Hakippurim, we 

must believe in the power of Teshuva, and truly do 

Teshuva and return to Hashem.  At the same time, 

we must remember that aside from doing Teshuva, 

we must remember that Hakodosh Boruch Hu 

chose us as His nation.  He will never forsake us, 

yet we need to do our part.  We must do a proper 

Teshuva, and be Mispalel that the Geulah should 

come, and we can serve Hakodosh Boruch Hu on 

the most sublime level possible.   May we all be 

Zoche to a גמר חתימה טובה – and this should be 

the year when we are Zoche to the Geulah Shlaima, 

  .במהרה בימינו אמן


