
   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Staten Island Z’manim 

 לכל זמן ועת
 

      Besamei HaTorah 
                            …Beneath the Surface 

 
 
 
 

 

      R’ Shmuel Winzelberg 
 וישכם לבן בבקר וינשק לבניו ולבנותיו ויברך אתהם )לב:א(

And Lavan arose early in the morning;  
he kissed his sons and his daughters and blessed them (32:1) 

Why does the Torah tell us about the blessing of Lavan to his 
children? What value can there be to the blessing of the wicked Lavan, 
father of fakers? The Sforno states: “Our Chachamim have said (Megillah 
15a), “Even the blessing of a common man should not be treated lightly.’ 
The Torah tells us of Lavan’s blessing to his daughters to teach us that a 
father’s blessing is, without a doubt, given with all his soul and is worthy 
to be accepted, reflecting as it does the ‘image of Hashem’ within the 
father who blesses, similar to ‘That my soul may bless you’.” This is to say, 
that a father’s blessing, even if he is as wicked as Lavan, has a purpose, 
for a father blesses with all his soul and the power to bless is given by the 
One Who created him in the image of Hashem and it is effective. Even 
Eisav when he brought the food to his father said: ‘So that your soul will 
bless me’ for he knew that the blessing of a father comes from his soul, 
and therefore it has the power to take effect. Indeed, there are  
those parents that have the custom to bless their children  
on Shabbos night. In connection to this  
Rebbe Dovid Frankel would show the words of  
this Sforno as brought in the sefer Zechor L’Dovid.  

       (Umatuk HaOhr) 

 

While on his way to Lavan, Yaakov stops to 

sleep, and he dreams of what is referred to as 

his ladder. When he awakes he refers to the 

area in which he slept as ‘the Gates of 

Heaven’ (28:17). Why does he not call it ‘the 

doorway to Heaven’? The Netziv differentiates 

between a gateway and a doorway. A doorway 

is an entry way available only to a few 

exclusive people whom are given access to the 

home behind it. A gateway is an entrance way 

available to all who want to enter. The Gates of 

Heaven are open to all who would like to enter! 
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                Candle Lighting: 4:17  

 
 

  Sof Z’man Krias Shema: 
      Mogen Avraham: 8:40   Gra: 9:16 
Sof Z’man Tefillah (Shacharis): 10:04 

Chatzos: 11:42       Sh'kiah: 4:34 
Havdalah: Tzeis HaKochavim: 5:19 
     Rabbeinu Tam (72 minutes): 5:47  

                                                 (some say 6:01) 
 
 

 
            Next Week: Vayishlach 
              Candle Lighting: 4:13 

  Shabbos Treasures 
     The Precious Gift of  Shabbos 

In Kiddush we say וביום השביעי שבת וינפש, ‘And on the seventh day 

Hashem rested and He was refreshed’ (Shemos 31:17). Rashi 

explains that this does not mean that Hashem needs to be refreshed, 

Chas V’Shalom, but it is only said in terms that we as people can 

easily understand. The Gemara in Beitzah (16a) teaches us that the 

word ‘Vayinafash’, ‘And Hashem was refreshed’, stands for ‘Vay 

Avdah Nefesh’, which means that on Shabbos we get a Neshamah 

Yeseirah, an extra Neshamah, but after Shabbos is over, it leaves us. 

The Sfas Emes explains (Ki Sisa, 5657) that we must realize from the 

beginning of Shabbos that Shabbos only lasts for a day, and then the 

Neshamah Yeseirah departs. We shouldn’t wait until the end of the 

day to appreciate Shabbos and develop our Neshamos, rather we 

should start right at the beginning. The lesson of the Neshamah 

Yeseirah should inspire us the entire day. This is not only a lesson for 

every Shabbos, but also a tremendous lesson for life. We should 

realize that our Neshamos are given to us for only a short time. 

Therefore, we should use our time here to accomplish as much as we 

can. With this in mind, Shalosh Seudos takes on a new meaning— 

that even though it is at the end of Shabbos, it must not be wasted or 

ignored!  

 



  
 

 

 L’Maaseh… A Tale to Remember 
A person once came to the Steipler Gaon, 

zt”l, and asked him for a Brachah for his 

daughter who was having trouble finding her 

Shidduch. The Steipler asked him, “When 

your daughter was born, did you make a 

Kiddush for her, to celebrate her birth?” The 

man admitted that although he had made a 

Kiddush for his other daughters when they 

were born, for this daughter, he did not make 

a Kiddush for her. The Steipler advised him to 

go make a Kiddush for his daughter, even 

though she was grown up. He said, “When 

you make a Kiddush, people come over and 

give you Brachos, both for you and your 

daughter. They wish you Mazal Tov and 

express all sorts of good wishes, including 

Brachos that she should find her Shidduch 

easily. Perhaps not having a Kiddush for your 

daughter prevented her from receiving those 

good wishes from the people you would have 

invited.” The Steipler continued, “Go make a 

Kiddush, and make sure to say ‘Amein!’ to 

every Brachah that is given to you. Hashem 

has many ways to arrange things!” The man 

did as he was told and made a belated Kiddush 

for his grown-up daughter, and soon 

thereafter, his daughter became a Kallah!  
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 בס"ד

The Chazon Ish, zt”l, used to have a Minyan, 

a quorum of ten men, for Minchah, every 

afternoon at his house, which took place at 12:30 

P.M. Once, the Minyan was missing a tenth man, 

and it started getting late. At 12:45, a tenth man 

arrived to complete the Minyan. As they were 

about to begin Ashrei, the Chazon Ish’s brother-

in-law, Rav Shmuel Greineman, zt”l, turned to 

him and said, “I have a 1:00 meeting with 

someone. If I remain here for Minchah, I will be 

late for the meeting and will be keeping the 

person waiting. What should I do?” The Chazon 

Ish replied, “Coming late for a meeting is 

deceitful and dishonest. An honest man must 

keep his appointments in a timely fashion. It is 

better that this Minyan be canceled for today 

than you be involved in Sheker, falsehood!”  
 

Pearls of Wisdom… A Word for the Ages 

Rabbi Eli Mansour once related that long ago on Shabbos nights, 

the Arizal used to attend a Parshah Shiur given by the Alshich 

Ha’kadosh. One of the things the Alshich is known for is his 

beautiful commentary on Chumash. That evening, the Alshich 

explained from the Pesukim that Lavan tricked Yaakov Avinu in 

not less than 100 ways, and he actually went through each way 

that he tricked Yaakov! Each time the Alshich said over one of 

Lavan’s tricks, the Arizal uncharacteristically laughed. After a 

while, someone asked the Arizal why he was laughing.   

The Arizal explained that Lavan himself had walked in to hear 

the Alshich’s Shiur and is sitting with us.  

Each time the Alshich states how Lavan tricked Yaakov,  

Lavan laughs out loud and says, “That is true!  

It’s amazing that the Alshich knows that!” 
 

       B’Kitzur… 
      A Quick Look at Hilchos Tefilah 

After Tachanun, the Chazan recites Chatzi Kaddish, and 

on Mondays and Thursdays, ‘Keil Erech Apayim’ is said 

while standing. (Kitzur Shulchan Aruch 22:10) 
 

       The Siddur Speaks 

A Closer Look at Davening 
V’halachtah B’drachav 

The Ways of Hashem 
Working on our Middos 

Rashi in this week’s Parshah explains the word ‘encounter’ refers to 

Davening, specifically the Tefilah of Maariv, which was instituted by 

Yaakov Avinu. This particular word is used here rather than ‘Prayed’, to 

tell us that a miraculous transportation took place. Yaakov had gone all 

the way to Charan when he realized that he had not stopped to Daven in 

the place where his fathers had Davened. He made up his mind to return, 

and Har HaMoriah was immediately and miraculously transported to 

him (Chullin 91b). The Sfas Emes observes that according to Tradition, 

two unconnected concepts are never derived from the same word. 

Therefore, if the word ‘encounter’ is used here to allude to both Maariv 

and the miracle of the mountain moving to Yaakov, there must be some 

connection between the two. The Sfas Emes explains that the distance 

between Charan and Har HaMoriah is very great. Nevertheless, 

Yaakov’s inner yearning to draw close to Hashem was strong enough to 

cause Har HaMoriah to miraculously move closer to him. This teaches 

us that if a person puts effort into something, he can merit an 

enlightening encounter with Hashem in any place whatsoever. This is 

also the symbolism of Maariv, that it is said at night and emanates 

sparks of light to illuminate the darkness! (Talelei Oros) 
 


