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Noach Withstood Society; So Can We 
Parshas Noach 

  
Harav Hagaon Yaakov Moshe Katz Shlit''a 
 

The passuk says: יו יָּה ְבֹדֹרתָּ ִמים הָּ ה ּתֹוְלֹדת ֹנַח ֹנַח ִאיׁש ַצִדיק ּתָּ  The Chida brings down from the Beis . ֵאלֶּ

Yosef that the passuk is teaching us that Noach was removed from the transgressions of the 

generation. Later, the passuk says:  ֶּר אָּ ֵחת הָּ סַוִּתשָּ מָּ ץ חָּ רֶּ אָּ ֵלא הָּ ֱאֹלִקים ַוִּתמָּ ץ ִלְפֵני הָּ , and Rashi, citing the 

Midrash, says that this alludes to the three transgressions of the generation: ץ רֶּ אָּ ֵחת הָּ  alludes  ַוִּתשָּ

to avodah zarah and gilui arayos, while ס מָּ ץ חָּ רֶּ אָּ ֵלא הָּ  alludes to gezel. Rashi says again, a couple ַוִּתמָּ

of pesukim later, that Chazal taught that these were the three transgressions of the generation. 

  

Noach is called an ִאיׁש ַצִדיק. The term tzaddik refers to someone who guards his bris kodesh, like 

Yosef Hatzaddik. We also find that someone who guards himself against gezel is called a tzaddik, 

like Yaakov, who took pains to avoid any trace of theft from Lavan and is referred to as a tzaddik. 

A tzaddik, then, is someone who is careful not to take something he’s not supposed to have, whether 

in the realm of arayos or gezel. 

  

Regarding the description יו יָּה ְבֹדֹרתָּ ִמים הָּ יָך the mitzvah of ,ּתָּ ִמים ִּתְהיֶּה ִעם ה' ֱאֹלקֶּ  is not to believe ּתָּ

in avodah zarah or in the heavenly bodies, but rather to believe in Hakadosh Baruch Hu. So the 

Torah is emphasizing that Noach went against the prevailing beliefs and practices of his generation, 

and although he was surrounded by a generation steeped in these three terrible aveiros, he was able 

to rise above that and be stronger than his generation. 

  

Avodah zarah, gilui arayos, and gezel destroy the tzuras ha’adam, which is why Noach’s 

generation was punished with a Mabul that wiped out the tzuras ha’adam. Noach, who rose above 

his generation in these areas, was zocheh to find favor in Hashem’s eyes, as the passuksays:  ְוֹנַח

א ֵחן ְבֵעיֵני ה' צָּ  When a person guards himself in these areas, then he has a special chein in Hashem’s .מָּ

eyes. 

  

The Mishnah at the end of Maseches Makkos says:  Money is . גזל ועריות נפשו מחמדתן ומתאוה להם

something that people greatly desire, and they may be moreh heter for themselves in that regard. 

Even if they don’t go and steal outright, they may steal in more subtle ways, rationalizing to 

themselves that their actions are justified. In every generation there are nisyonos with gezel. 

  

Arayos is another nisayon, because people are into taavos, and znus involves significant pleasure. 
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Noach is a source of great chizuk for all of us, because even though he lived in a generation 

where gezel and arayos were rampant, he was still able to withstand the influence of his 

surroundings and hold strong. This is an important lesson for our generation, teaching us that we, 

too, can hold strong in these matters and always remain pure in financial matters and in the area 

of kedushas habris despite the prevalence of these aveiros in the world today. 

  

The Protection of Shivisi 
What gave Noach the power to avoid the transgressions his generation was steeped in? 

The passuk tells us the key:  ְַך ֹנח ֱאֹלִקים ִהְתַהלֶּ ת הָּ  .אֶּ

  

The Rambam in Moreh Nevuchim says that the way to overcome all nisyonos and keep Torah and 

mitzvos is to always think about Hashem -  ִמיד ְגִדי תָּ ִׁשִויִתי ה' ְלנֶּ - and the Rema brings this down in the 

very first se’if in Shulchan Aruch. In that context the Gaon brings this passuk:  ְַך ֹנח ֱאֹלִקים ִהְתַהלֶּ ת הָּ  .אֶּ

  

When you’re living in a generation in which you look around and see so many nisyonos, and so 

many people stumbling - talking about things they shouldn’t talk about and doing things they 

shouldn’t be doing - the only thing that can protect you and raise you above the people around you 

is remembering Hashem. When you keep that connection with Hakadosh Baruch Hu, and you 

“walk” with Hashem as Noach did, that allows you to rise above your environment. 

  

The concept of ִמיד ְגִדי תָּ  which is one form of) ה-ו-ה-י is not just envisioning the letters ִׁשִויִתי ה' ְלנֶּ

fulfilling Shivisi Hashem), it’s thinking about how much Hashem gave us and recognizing that our 

whole existence is from Hashem. Hashem is constantly good to us and always with us, and 

remembering that gives us the chizuk to be able to rise above the nisyonos. 

  

The Rambam says in Hilchos Dei’os that the nature of a person is to be drawn after his 

surroundings. What gives a person the ability to transcend nature and avoid being drawn after his 

surroundings? Rabbeinu Yonah finds an approach in the passuk:ֵאל ל זֶַּרע ִיְשרָּ  When .ַבה' ִיְצְדקו ְוִיְתַהְללו כָּ

we think about Hashem, we stay connected to Him, and that’s what uplifts us. Hashem and the 

Torah are one, so our connection to Hashem is our limud haTorah. When we learn the words of 

Hashem, when we learn mussar, when we daven, we’re connecting to Hashem. Those moments in 

the day are such precious moments, and they empower us for the rest of the day not to forget 

Hashem, but rather to live with Hashem and be elevated. 

  

A New Start 
After the Mabul, Hashem gave the world a new start. That’s a lesson for all of us, teaching us that 

even if we stumble in these matters, Hashem gives us a new start. 

We start Bereishis every year and then read Parashas Noach, after experiencing a Rosh Hashanah 

and a Yom Kippur. Let’s not forget that! Let’s remember that we were given a new start, and even 

if we weren’t perfect until now, every person has the pintele Yid inside him that remains pure, 

the kedushas ha’adam that always exists inside him, the ה ִהיא נַָּתּתָּ ִבי ְטהֹורָּ ה ׁשֶּ מָּ  This pure core .ֱאֹלַקי ְנׁשָּ

gives us the ability to rebuild and start over again. 

  

Parahas Noach begins as a parashah of destruction, showing what happens when things go wrong, 

but it’s also a parashah of rebuilding. We say:ְך ץ בָּ ם ִיְתַאמֶּ דָּ ן אָּ ָך ובֶּ חֶּ לֹא ִיְׁשכָּ  we need to -ַאְׁשֵרי ִאיׁש ׁשֶּ

constantly remember to walk with Hashem. That will enable us to grow and to guard ourselves, so 

that we should rise above our surroundings and transcend nature. Just as Noach merited 

supernatural protection, every person merits his own teivas Noach, in which Hashem watches over 

him and gives him supernatural protection, so that he can withstand all the nisyonos and confusion 

affecting his surroundings.  
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We should be zocheh, with Hashem’s help, to the great reward of Olam Haba reserved for those 

who walk with Hashem all the time. For every moment that a person clings to Hashem in this world, 

in Olam Haba Hashem turns that, measure for measure, into eternal pleasure. May we 

be zocheh speedily to that time.  

 


