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 פרשת יתרו
This adaptation is dedicated in honor 

of my dear wife, Devorah, 
and our dear daughter, Chaviva. 

העניא בת פריידלרצה בת רחל ו ולרפואה שלימה:  
  
 

 

  

שמע יתרו כהן מדין חתן משה את כל אשר יו"
  )א, חי( "עשה אלקים...

“Yisro, the minister of Midian, the 
father-in-law of Moshe, heard 
everything that Hashem did…” 
 
The pasuk in Koheles, “Send forth your bread 
upon the surface of the water, for after many 
days you will find it”1 refers to Yisro.  “Send forth 
your bread” – he gave his bread to Moshe when 
he told his daughters, “Summon him and let him 
eat bread.”2  “Upon the surface of the water” – 
this is Moshe about whom it was said, “For I 
drew him from the water.”3  “For after many 
days you will find it” – refers to “And Aharon and 
all the elders of Israel came to eat bread with the 
father-in-law of Moshe before Hashem.”4  He 
clung to the Shechina and ate holy bread before 
Hashem in a gathering of the elders of Israel.5 
 

 
 "ותן בלבי הכנעה וענוה"6
“Place in my Heart 

Submissiveness and Humility” 
 
A man arrived from places that are most distant 
from the world of spirituality - a priest of all 
types of idolatry - and he was accorded such 
honor, such a warm welcome.  Moreover, he had 
suggestions that were immediately 
implemented.  If that was not enough, the entire 
parsha is named for him – and not just any 
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parsha, the parsha that includes the momentous 
assembly at Har Sinai and the Giving of the 
Torah.  How can we understand all of this?  Why 
did he deserve such esteem?  Yisro sought truth.  
When a person seeks the truth, HKB”H helps 
him find it. 
 
“Yisro, the minister of Midian, the father-in-law 
of Moshe, hears everything that Hashem did to 
Moshe and to Israel.”  He heard and he forsook 
his family and all of the varieties of idolatry that 
he had served.  He converted and took shelter 
under the wings of the Shechina.  What Yisro 
heard – everyone heard.  The entire world 
heard but did not submit – Yisro heard and 
acquiesced.  They heard and remained mired 
in their wickedness and foolishness.  Yisro 
heard and came. 
 
There was no form of idol worship that Yisro had 
not practiced.  He served one idol and when he 
did not find the truth in it, he discarded it.  He 
did the same for the second, and the third, etc.  
Since he sought the truth, HKB”H helped him find 
it.  When Yisro, who had been so far from 
Hashem, abandoned all of the world’s idols and 
bowed to HKB”H and said, “Now I know that 
Hashem is greater than all gods”7 - HKB”H’s 
name was glorified in all worlds. 
 

                                                           
 עתה ידעתי כי גדול ד' מכל האלהים (יח, יא) 7



pg. 2   יתרופרשת  
 

Man’s entire story in this world is to reveal 
Hashem’s honor, rather than his own.  When a 
person usurps honor for himself – may G-d have 
mercy.  That is our constant challenge – to 
receive a compliment, feel good about a kind 
word someone said to us, be happy about 
something we did that went well – and a moment 
later, exchange that thought with another: that 
the honor really belongs to Hashem.  One who 
knows how to attribute all of the glory to HKB”H 
deserves to be honored - not the person who 
misappropriates it for himself.  The most 
challenging thing for a person is to 
acknowledge that he cannot do anything 
without Hashem, he cannot succeed at 
anything without HKB”H.  When a person 
lives with this truth – he is always happy 
because he is connected to Hashem.  Nothing 
conceals Hashem’s light more than 
arrogance.  A person who flees from 
arrogance and seeks only Hashem’s honor 
and not his own, lives a much better life in 
this world, not to mention the World to Come 
that awaits him. 
 
Yisro gave Moshe good counsel, to appoint 
accomplished men, men of truth, to help him 
judge the nation.  What did Moshe, the humblest 
man, do?  He accepted the advice deferentially.  
“Moshe heeded the voice of his father-in-law.”8  
That is the Jewish nation.  The greatness of its 
greatest tzaddikim is their self-nullification, 
humility and submissiveness. 
 
Silence is tremendous.  Most pain in life is due to 
the things we say and then regret.  A person feels 
obligated to say certain things to others, he 
cannot let go, he answers back, he tells them off, 
he does not think he can possibly hold back.  Let 
go and watch how things work out so much 
better as a result.  Hashem loves our silence. 
 
When Moshe Rabbeinu went up to Heaven and 
saw what he saw, he asked HKB”H why He did 
not give the Torah through R’ Akiva, who was 
worthy of being greater than Moshe.  Hashem 
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responded, “Quiet!  This is my plan.”  When 
Moshe wanted to see R’ Akiva’s reward, Hashem 
showed him R’ Akiva’s flesh being combed with 
iron combs.  “This is Torah and this is its 
reward,” asked Moshe.  “Quiet!  This is my plan.”  
That was the answer itself, “Quiet.”  It seems as if 
Hashem is really just telling him not to ask 
questions.  That is not accurate.  “Quiet” is the 
answer – here there is silence, here there are no 
words.  It is a higher silence – silence that is 
essentially a sweet silence, amazing silence.  
There is no need to speak – it is as if you feel the 
words.  You have emuna.9 
 
It is impossible to draw a Jew close unless we 
bow our heads and we are convinced that we are 
no better than he is - that if he returns in teshuva, 
he will be a million times better than we are.  
Four people had a letter added to their names: 
 אברהם became אברם  יהושע became הושע
 שרה became שרי  יתרו became יתר
 
The additional letters spell Hashem’s name.  A 
possible explanation is that Avraham Avinu 
engaged in kiruv to bring people under the wings 
of the Shechina.  Sarah Imeinu did the same – 
Avraham converted the men and Sarah 
converted the women.  Yisro too left the Jewish 
people to convert his family.10  Yehoshua was 
also involved in converting the Givonim.  All 
four of these holy individuals were involved 
in bringing people under the wings of the 
Shechina and they all did so via self-
nullification and humility.  Therefore, HKB”H 
conferred one letter from His name on each 
of them in exchange for their blessed actions. 
 
Our entire duty in this world is to remove the 
barriers between us and HKB”H, to escape 
our superficiality – as the pasuk in this 
week’s parsha says, “Gods of silver and gods 
of gold shall you not make for yourselves.”11  
We fixate too much on material matters – eating 
drinking, buying this and that – all materialistic.  
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When we are excited by them, smitten by them, 
impressed by them and think that they will bring 
us pleasure – when we look at how successful 
others are and we invest in materialism and 
cherish it – it is superficial and brings only pain.  
It is gods of silver and gods of gold. 
 
When a person sanctifies himself, when he 
bows his head, when he lives with humility 
and self-nullification, he is less focused on 
himself and on physical matters.  He 
understands that the spiritual portion is the 
main part.  It is the root of everything.  If he 
accepts this idea of performing Hashem’s 
will, keeping mitzvos, following His ways and 
giving Him delight – things will even be better 
for him materialistically. 
 
When a person achieves submissiveness and 
humility, he understands that he is a part of the 
Jewish people and he must regularly say “in the 
name of all of Israel.”  When we daven for a cure, 
we say, “Among all of the ill of Israel.”  The 
tefillos of Shemona Esrei are all written in the 
plural form – to include prayers for all Jews. 
 
A person consistently does things, but he does 
them for himself.  He builds himself.  However, 
we must always act for Heaven’s sake.  The 
question is what thought accompanies us when 
we do what we do.  Is it, “Thank G-d I am 
accomplishing – thank G-d I am okay” - or, is it, 
“Thank G-d I was able to act for Your honor, 
Father, not for my own?” 
 
Sometimes, a person does not even realize that 
he is distant from Hashem, that he does not see 
Hashem.  He says brachos each morning, davens 
three times each day, makes a bracha before and 
after he eats – but, essentially, he experiences 
only himself.  Sometimes, he is even very happy – 
he marries off a child, he makes a Bar Mitzvah, he 
wins a lottery, he enjoys a great success, he 
suddenly has great peace at home, his child was 
accepted into an excellent yeshiva that he did not 
expect to get into – and he is indescribably 
happy.  Yet, he is really so distant from Hashem.  
He does not see Hashem.  He sees only himself, 
his own joy, his own successes. 

A person normally ascribes good to himself.  
“Thank G-d I succeeded and, thank G-d, I am 
doing well.”  Even though he says, “Thank G-d” – 
his focus is on the word “I.”  A person must want 
to be entirely for Hashem.  For, if we think only 
of ourselves, we close off the pipelines and 
our hearts are sealed. 
 
Every action that is even a little showy or 
superficial – even in thought, especially in 
thought, must scare us.  “Master of the World, 
help me that everything that I do be a net 
gain for Your honor.” 
 
We are so confused and undecided about what to 
do.  There is one answer to all of our 
questions: consider our motivation.  If it is for 
Heaven’s sake – it is real.  If I act so others 
will be impressed with me – it is not genuine.  
I raise successful children because that is the 
obligation that Hashem has given me.  It is 
not for my honor.  It is not so that others will 
say, “What successful children you have.” 
 
When we make ourselves insignificant – others 
are someone.  When we are self-important - 
everyone else is nothingness.  They might have 
some positive attributes – but we only see their 
flaws.  Before every tefilla, we must accept upon 
ourselves the obligation to love others.  
Everyone needs this mitzvah.  Even if a person 
thinks that he does not need to love others, he 
certainly needs others to love him - because if 
someone robs him, avoids him, does not treat 
him well or humiliates him – he feels as if he 
cannot live.  Suddenly, he feels like it is a 
critically important mitzvah – it is “their” 
obligation because he is in such a difficult 
situation.  Now, he looks differently at others. 
 
When a person lives with humility and 
submissiveness – he has time for others.  This 
must begin at home.  We must invest so much at 
home.  A bond between husband and wife 
must constantly be renewed.  It is not like the 
relationship between father and son that is 
natural.  In a marriage, we must constantly 
give, provide and illuminate.  When a husband 
brightens his wife’s day – she receives strength 
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 תפילה
 

Master of the World!  Teach me to do everything for Your honor.  I am still so distant from that.  It is true that what I do – 
learning, davening, performing mitzvos – are all things that You commanded.  True, we cannot do as we please because 
there are Halachos; there are things that are prohibited.  However, that is not enough for me.  I want everything I do to be 
with the loud declaration that it is for Your honor, Father – to give You delight – to make You happy.  Every tefilla, every bit of 
Torah learning, every mitzvah that I do should proclaim that I am doing it for Hashem’s glory.  Currently, whatever I do is 
primarily to check a box and to feel like I am good, that I do what needs to be done.  I do not think of You that much, Father.  
I think mostly about how good I am and what a disciplined soldier I am in Your army and how sweet it is to serve Hashem.  
However, I really want everything to be truly for Your honor – not to get a swelled head from anything at which I succeed.  I 
want constantly to remember that it is all Your strength, Your mercy.  Even my talents are from You. 
 
My greatest joy in life should be that, through me, Your honor is revealed in the world.  You, Father, should be at the center, 
not me.  I should conduct myself in an honorable manner and everything that I do should be a Kiddush Hashem. 
 

Have an awesome, uplifting, and wonderful Shabbos, 

Dov Elias 

Notice: The foregoing is my limited understanding of the Parsha Sheet, Ohr Ha’Emuna, by Harav Menachem Azolai Shlita.  It is not a complete or exact 
adaptation of Ohr Ha’Emuna and is not necessarily even a reliable interpretation of the ideas presented therein.  Ohr Ha’Emuna is published in Hebrew; in 
translation, accuracy is always compromised.  Rav Azolai has not reviewed this material.  Any inaccuracies, omissions or confusion should be attributed 
exclusively to me.  I still hope you enjoy and it provides some chizuk.  Thank you, Mordi Blass, for helping with some of the Hebrew expressions.  Thank you to 
my wife, Devorah, for proofreading and commenting on the “working draft.” 
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to cope with her mission in life.  She receives 
tremendous vitality from him.  R’ Akiva was not 
home for 24 years – yet his wife received vitality 
from him the whole time. 
 
We must increase unconditional love.  The main 
challenge is in loving one’s friends.  It does not 
come easily.  Everyone has issues with others, 
misunderstandings with others.  We need self-
sacrifice to have emuna that it is just a spirit of 
foolishness that entered them and we must have 
mercy to continue to love them. 
 
Loving others means feeling their pain, not 
only thinking of our own pain.  When we feel 
another person’s pain – our own pain is 
easier to bear.  A benevolent outlook means 
loving others “as they are.”  That is only 
possible if we are humble and modest.  If I am 
not so important – I can love the other person 
as they are.  If I am insignificant – I can easily 
find many positives traits in everyone. 
 
Before the Jewish people received the Torah, at 
the moment that they stood at Har Sinai like one 
person with one heart – they did not need to 
hear the Torah.  They attained Torah without 

even receiving the Ten Commandments.  The 
essence of their love brought them to such an 
elevated spiritual state that they understood the 
entire Torah without receiving it.  In Pesach’s 
Dayenu we say, “If You would have brought us to 
Har Sinai and not given us the Torah … it would 
have been enough.”  Enough?  Without Torah?  
The love between people that we experienced 
there, when people did not care about 
themselves at all, when people were not 
pedantic, not angry - and everything was 
amazing – that itself was like the very Giving 
of the Torah. 
 
Humility and modesty requires saying “thank 
You.”  I do not want anything – only to thank 
Hashem.  That is how we start every day, 
“Modeh Ani…”  Even before we wash our 
hands - because when a Jew wants to offer 
this amazing gratitude, no impurity can touch 
that.  Modesty means recognizing that we 
need HKB”H – alone we are incapable.  
Arrogance is: “I did, I accomplished.”  
Arrogance separates us from HKB”H.  Our 
main battle in life is to minimize our sense of 
self.  We must try to be like Moshe who was the 
humblest man.  That was his bequest to us. 


