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Beshalach 5776-Lucky 13 

 In this week’s parsha the Yidden found themselves boxed in at the Reed Sea (Yam Suf) 

by Par’oh and his army. But just when Par’oh thought victory was his, Hashem caused the sea 

to split its waters, allowing the Bnai Yisrael a safe and dry passage. Then, as the Egyptians 

chased after them, Hashem brought the waters back to their original state drowning Par’oh and 

his army. There is a famous Midrash (Peli’ah) that adds some background to this miracle. 

“Hayam ra’ah veyanous. Mah ra’ah?”- “The Sea saw and split. What did it see?”  “Ra’ah 

brysah D’Rebbi Yishmael” -”It saw the teachings of Rebbi Yishmael”. In other words, the Sea 

was reluctant to follow Hashem’s directive to split until it was introduced to Rebbi Yishmael’s 

teachings, a reference to the famous thirteen rules (said during Shachris at the end of the 

karbonos section) listed by Rebbi Yishmael through which many Torah laws are expounded. 

This Midrash, of course, needs much explanation. We know the sea was highly unimpressed 

with Bnai Yisrael’s resume at that juncture of history. After all, they were mired in the 49th 

level of impurity with some type of history of idol worship, that its why Rahav the Angel in 

charge of the Sea was reluctant to allow the split. But what did the Sea see in Rebbi Yishmael’s 

list that caused it to change its mind? Much Torah has been written to explain this Midrash; 

perhaps we can offer another explanation germinated from an idea seen in the writings of Rav 

Mendele Chodrow. 

 Most of Rebbi Yishmael’s thirteen rules involve the different combinations and 

sequences of Klal & Prat found in the Torah. A Klal is a general guideline the Torah gives for 

a directive, whereas a Prat is specific. Relevant to people too, we find these two elements: 

There is a concept of the Klal - a nation, and the Prat -the individuals that make up said nation. 

Until this point in the Torah Hashem had only dealt with Mitzrayim and its inhabitants on a 

Klal level, meaning that every Egyptian was equally punished regardless of how inhumane he 

or she was towards the Yidden. But at Yam Suf this all changed. The Netziv tells us (He’emek 

Davar, Shmos, 14:31) that with the drowning of the Egyptians each one died a painful death 

commensurate with the suffering they had caused as slave-owners. [Rashi makes reference to 

such a happening when he cites Chazal who explain that some Egyptians drowned quickly and 

sunk like lead, others dropped slower like stone, and the worst floundered and were tossed 

around like straw.] This was in order for mankind (Jew & Non-Jew alike), who by now had 

been well schooled by the Ten Plagues in believing in G-d’s general providence, to be taught 

a lesson in the concept of Hashgacha Pratis- Divine supervision of an individual. In other 

words, up to this point the world was familiar with Hashem’s interaction with the Klal, and at 

Yam Suf was time for one and all to see His interaction with the Prat. 

 The sea did not wish to split because the fledgling nation Yisrael was at that point in 

time still wanting in their fealty to Hashem, and did not deserve the mother of all Miracles. 

But when it saw the rules of Rebbi Yishmael, and realized that true understanding of Torah 

values depends on a working knowledge of Klal & Prat, it was then that it realized that the 

training of our nation had not yet been completed. Yes, they had been exposed to the Klal side 

of Hashem’s providence, but not to the Prat. And so the Sea acquiesced and split, allowing for 

a hands-on visual display of intense Hashgacha Pratis. 

 And the Yidden saw, internalized, and rose exponentially in their belief of G-d. And by 

the time new day broke the Torah testifies about us “Vaya’aminu Bashem..” “They believed 

in Hashem” understanding the Klal & the Prat. 
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