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(רש"י) שיתחזק אדם בהם תמיד בכל כחו - (ברכות לב:) ארבעה צריכים חיזוק   

     A Sichah from Maran HaGaon Rav Gershon Edelstein shlita   Parashas Behar (in Eretz Yisrael) 5776 

 Showing Appreciation to 
Children  

We have spoken many times in past Sichos regarding the 

importance of showing children that they are valued and 

appreciated. A child who feels that he is not appreciated can 

easily break, and might not be successful. This can lead him 

to Chas v’Shalom leave the Torah path, due to his pain from 

not being valued.                        

If this happens to a child who is righteous and has good 

Middos, he will not necessarily go “off the Derech,” but it 

will still make him have less of a drive to learn Torah and 

succeed.                   

I know of a Rosh Yeshivah who used to take a certain boy 

with him wherever he went. This boy was someone who was 

pressured by his parents to succeed in school beyond his 

abilities. When he did not do so, they criticized him 

constantly. He therefore felt that he was worthless, and lost 

his interest in learning. He still maintained a certain level of 

Yiras Shamayim, but he was no longer interested in trying to 

learn.                         

However, a boy with less Yiras Shamayim might have 

went “off the Derech” from this type of upbringing. Many 

children who have gone “off the Derech” are from fine homes 

of Talmidei Chachamim and Bnei Torah. However, the 

parents did not understand how to raise their child, and did 

not show him that he was loved and appreciated. This has  

caused them to leave Torah and Mitzvos, Rachmana Litzlan 

(Heaven forfend)!            

People who educate their children with a heavy hand 

are playing with fire! In the past, people were different. 

The streets had more Yiras Shamayim. Even if a child was 

unhappy at home and he left, he would not stray far from 

the path, and would eventually come home with minimal 

damage. However, nowadays, if a person causes his child 

to leave home and hang out in the streets, he transgresses 

“Lifnei Iver Lo Sitein Michshol” – “Do not put a 

stumbling block in front of a blind man.”  

Even if he is not pressured, but he feels that he is 

unappreciated and unloved by his parents, he might leave the 

house. A parent has to realize that even though he loves his 

child, and is acting harshly towards him because he wants him 

to behave properly, it might still be a mistake. This is because 

the child himself does not understand how this harsh 

parenting is a sign of caring.  

     The Desire for Money     

We must speak about another topic that many people need 

to work on, and that is the desire for money. The desire for 

money has the power to make people go crazy, and go against 

the Will of Hashem. It often leads people to lie, and cause 

others pain or monetary loss. All of this stems from a lack of 

Emunah, as people do not really believe that their income 

is decreed on Rosh Hashanah for the coming year (see 

Beitzah 16a). It is impossible to earn more than what was 

decreed that each person should earn in any given year.     

The Gemara in Bava Basra (10a) relates that Rebbi 

Yochanan had a dream regarding the children of his sister. He 

dreamt that they were going to lose seven hundred dinar that 

year. He therefore made them give that entire amount to 

charity, as this would be instead of their loss (and be a merit 

for them). He succeeded in convincing them to give him the 

entire sum, besides seventeen dinar. On Erev Yom Kippur, a 

messenger came from the house of the Caesar, and fined them 

seventeen dinar, as this was the amount that they had not yet 

lost. This shows that the amount a person will earn is indeed 

set in stone.      
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A person who is constantly running after money has 

excuses regarding why he is doing so. He will say that he has 

children to support, and he must save for their weddings, and 

their apartments that he will have to buy them when they get 

married. He will therefore try his hand at all kinds of business 

deals in order to collect all of this money. However, the truth 

is that this is unnecessary. Everything that he will earn is set 

in stone, and he will receive what he needs anyway. 

It was common that two people who were trying to make a 

match between their children would come to the Chazon Ish, 

as each claimed the other should pay more money towards the 

wedding and/or apartment. The Chazon Ish would ask, why 

are you arguing? The couple will receive whatever they need 

from Hashem! If a person can afford to give the money, why 

not give the money, as he will be a conduit from Shamayim to 

give this couple money? However, why insist that the other 

side should give more? If he cannot afford to give, he should 

not give any money. 

The Passuk in Yirmiyah (17:11) states, “He makes wealth 

and not justly, it will leave him halfway through his life, and 

in the end he will be disgusting.” This means that if a person 

grows wealthy through dishonest methods, he will lose his 

wealth halfway through his life. Not only will he lose his 

great wealth, but he will become someone who is known as a 

denigrated and disgusting person.            

Let us discuss some practical stories that illustrate desire 

for money in today’s society.  

When people make a Shidduch, they usually pay 

Shadchanus (an agent’s fee). A Shadchan called up a certain 

boy’s family with a Shidduch proposal for their son. They 

agreed that it was a good proposal. However, when the 

Shadchan approached the girl’s side, they said they wanted to 

think about it. The girl’s side asked a mutual friend of both 

sides whether he thought it was a good match, and he thought 

it was. This mutual friend then went ahead and suggested the 

match to the boy’s family, even though he knew it had already 

been suggested! Why did he do this? He did this because he 

thought that he would become the Shadchan and receive 

Shadchanus, by stealing the idea of the original Shadchan! 

This was done solely out of a desire for money.      

Another person wanted to buy a house. He spoke to the 

neighbors of the person whose house he wanted to buy, and 

asked them various questions about the apartment. However, 

he soon realized that these people thought they were entitled 

to an agent’s fee! He realized that if he would buy the 

apartment, these people would hound him for this money. He 

therefore decided not to buy the apartment.  

This is the damage that can be done when people 

constantly desire money. The only remedy is for these people 

to learn Sifrei Mussar that will help them rectify their desire 

for money, and strengthen them in Emunah and Yiras 

Shamayim.                   

                  The Desire for Honor 
The Mesilas Yesharim (ch. 11) writes about the desire for 

money, and says that it is possible for a person to overcome 

their desire for money. However, he says, it is easier to do this 

than overcome a desire for honor. He quotes examples from 

Chazal that illustrate how driven people are by their desire for 

honor. The Meraglim (spies) caused all of Bnei Yisrael to sin, 

because they were worried they would lose their standing if 

Bnei Yisrael would immediately enter Eretz Yisrael. This is 

one of the reasons why they said Lashon Hara about Eretz 

Yisrael. Similarly, the haughtiness of Yeravam ben Nevat 

caused him to establish idols of golden calves in Eretz 

Yisrael. This effectively caused Klal Yisrael to serve idols.  

The Gemara in Sanhedrin (102a) states that even after 

Yeravam committed this tremendous sin, Hashem came to 

him with an offer. If he were to repent, Hashem would walk 

with him in Gan Eden for eternity together with David 

Ha’Melech. Yeravam asked Hashem who would be first in 

Gan Eden: himself or David Ha’Melech. When Hashem 

replied that David would be first, Yeravam refused to repent. 

The simple explanation of the Gemara is that before 

Yeravam asked this question, he indeed would have been 

before David Ha’Melech! This is because the great merit of 

people who repent (i.e. Yeravam, if he would have repented) 

is even greater than that of the purely righteous (i.e. David, 

see Berachos 34b). This is as Hashem said that he would walk 

with him and David! However, after Yeravam let his desire 

for honor take over, having to know who would be the one 

who would be first, him or David Ha’Melech, he no longer 

deserved to be first.    
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Yeravam knew that there is a certain level of eternal 

jealousy, as described in the Gemara in Bava Basra (75a). The 

Gemara states that when people in Gan Eden and Olam Haba 

see that their friend received a better portion in Olam Haba, 

they will be jealous, as they will realize that they could have 

received this portion had they acted better. When Yeravam 

heard that he would have less of a portion in Gan Eden than 

David Ha’Melech, his desire for honor could not tolerate that, 

and he instead ended up choosing Gehinnom. What a horrible 

choice! This was due to his tremendous haughtiness, and his 

desire for honor. 

We will now speak about a story in the Gemara that is an 

example of how one can negate his desire for honor. The 

Gemara in Pesachim (66a) relates how the Bnei Beseirah 

were the leaders of the generation. They forgot if offering a 

Korban Pesach pushes aside the prohibitions involved in 

bringing it on Shabbos. (Erev Pesach had not fallen on 

Shabbos in many years, so this Halachah was forgotten.) 

When Hillel reminded them of the Halachah and its source, 

and they realized that he was a greater Torah scholar than 

they were, they immediately stepped down from being the 

leaders, and appointed him the Nasi. He also became the Rosh 

Yeshivah.  

This is a tremendous example of people who did not care 

about their own honor. Bnei Beseirah were the leaders, and 

the teachers of many people in their generation. By stepping 

down, they effectively gave over all of the honor that they had 

from being the leaders and teachers of Hillel, as they 

essentially transferred their students to him. How selfless!  

Can we even imagine such a thing happening today? 

Imagine that a certain Rosh Yeshivah, Mashgiach, or other 

influential figure (such as the head of a Chesed organization) 

would realize that there is a different person who can do his 

job slightly better. Would he indeed immediately step down 

and give over his Yeshivah or job? Would he be willing to be 

the student instead of the Rosh Yeshivah? This is not a natural 

course of action for almost anyone.  

I indeed heard a similar to story to that of the Bnei 

Beseirah from the Ponevezher Rav zt”l. He related to me that 

Reb Leizer Gordon zt”l, who was the Rosh Yeshivah of 

Telshe, invited Rav Itzele Ponevezher to say some Shiurim in 

Telshe, with the hopes that Rav Itzele, would in fact become 

the Rosh Yeshivah! This was because Rav Leizer knew that 

Rav Itzele was known for his very deep and insightful 

Shiurim. Even though Rav Leizer would no longer be the 

Rosh Yeshivah, the students would gain by having Rav Itzele 

become the Rosh Yeshivah. Rav Leizer was willing to give up 

his own honor for the benefit of the students of the Yeshivah. 

In the end, this plan did not come to fruition, as Rav Itzele’s 

wife did not want to leave Ponevezh. However, Rav Leizer 

would have been willing to give up the Yeshivah, and all the 

honor this gave him, for the benefit of his students.  

Rav Leizer also remarked that if Rav Chaim Brisker would 

be willing to come to Telshe, he would give him the 

Yeshivah, and make him the Rav of Telshe! This shows how 

great of a person Rav Leizer Gordon was, and how he was 

willing to forsake his honor for the sake of his students! 

It is far more common for people who have Yeshivos to be 

envious of others who have more successful Yeshivos. 

Similarly, it is common for people who run Chesed 

organizations to be jealous of those who have greater Chesed 

organizations. Some of these people are jealous to the point 

that they do not want these greater Yeshivos or organizations 

to succeed. This is a horrible thought, and it is based in a 

tremendous desire for honor.  

The Sharei Teshuvah (3:160) writes that it is possible for a 

person to fulfill the Mitzvos, and still be called one who hates 

Hashem. This is true if he has thoughts that he does not want 

others to successfully serve Hashem. He is in essence thinking 

that he would rather Hashem receive less honor in this world 

from His Creations, as long as his competitors are not 

successfully honoring Hashem. This translates into essentially 

hating Hashem.                                                  

          Lag b’Omer in Yeshivos  

Lag b’Omer is approaching. I would like to speak about the 

fact that some people look forward to taking a trip on Lag 

b’Omer. Some people look forward to going to Meron in 

order to visit the Kever of Rebbi Shimon bar Yochai, while 

others merely view this as a trip. Indeed, there are some 

people who have a custom to go to Meron, and they take it 

very seriously. However, the custom of the Yeshivos is not to 

go to Meron on Lag b’Omer.            
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It is well known that the Chasam Sofer was against going 

to Meron on Lag b’Omer (see Teshuvos Chasam Sofer Yoreh 

De’ah #233). The Chasam Sofer’s grandson, the Gaon Rebbi 

Akiva Sofer zt”l, arrived in Eretz Yisrael. He saw that many 

people traveled to Meron for Lag b’Omer, and he therefore 

also thought to travel to Meron. He started to travel there, but 

his mode of transportation broke down. After it was fixed, it 

broke down again after a short while. He took this as a sign 

that he was not supposed to go to Meron, as per the ruling of 

his grandfather. He therefore turned back, and did not go.   

It should be known that going to Meron is not for 

everyone. The Yeshivos have a regular learning schedule on 

Lag b’Omer. It is very understandable, as these are the days 

of Sefiras Ha’Omer, when we are readying ourselves for the 

approaching Yom Tov of Shavuos, when we receive the 

Torah. This is a time when we should strengthen our Torah 

learning. If people travel to Meron, there is certainly a strong 

suspicion that this will lead to a lessening of Torah learning, 

especially among those who treat it like a pleasure trip.    

Therefore, the custom of Yeshivos is not to travel to Meron 

on Lag b’Omer.             

              The Influence of Mussar 
We must also mention the importance of learning Mussar. 

When a person learns Mussar, because he is interested in 

understanding what the Mesilas Yesharim (or any other 

Mussar Sefer he is reading) says, he will gain tremendously 

from it. His whole life will change, and he will become a 

much happier person. His wife and children will enjoy being 

around him much more, as he will become a more refined 

person. He will become someone who people enjoy being 

with, as he will become a more pleasant and happy person.  

The Mishnah Berurah (Siman 1) states in the names of the 

early commentaries, that when the Gemara says that the Torah 

is the antidote for the Yetzer Hara, this primarily refers to 

Torah that teaches Yiras Shamayim, as this is the antidote for 

all types of temptations that stem from the Yetzer Hara. 

The Mussar Sefer that is the easiest to learn, and is even 

appropriate for children, is Orchos Tzadikim. However, 

people should learn any Mussar Sefer that they would like to 

learn, and find enjoyable to them.     

May we all merit strengthening ourselves in all areas that 

require strengthening, and merit success in all of our 

endeavors! 

[A note regarding Rav Yaakov Edelstein shlit”a – While 

my brother R’ Yaakov has been released from the hospital, he 

still is undergoing treatments and needs much Heavenly 

mercy. Please continue to Daven for a Refuah Shleimah for 

R’ Yaakov ben Miriam.]                                                                            

 
 

(This discourse was delivered in Iyar 5776.) 
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