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Dear Readers, I wrote this Torah thought for Purim seven 

years ago. It is even more relevant now than it was then. 

Happy Purim,   Moshe Feiglin                                          

When Sharon introduced his “Disengagement” idea, it seemed like 

nothing more than a preposterous dream. Nobody understood what 

the State of Israel would gain from perpetrating this horrible crime 

against thousands of Israeli citizens. Nobody deceived themselves 

into thinking that this folly would bring peace; the Arabs of Gaza 

left no room for doubt. So how did Sharon manage to get his 

immoral and illogical decision into Israel’s mainstream?                                                    

“On the seventh day, when the heart of the king was merry with 

wine, he commanded Mehuman, Bizzetha, Harbona, Bigtha, and 

Abagtha, Zethar, and Carcas, the seven chamberlains that 

ministered in the presence of Ahashverosh the king to bring Vashti 

the queen before the king with the crown royal, to show the peoples 

and the princes her beauty; for she was fair to look on.” (The Scroll 

of Esther 1:10-11)        After six straight months of drunken feasts, 

the foolish king had nothing to boast about – except for his wife’s 

beauty. He commands her to appear before all the merrymakers to 

show the entire nation her beauty, attired in her crown – and 

nothing else.    Is there a royal decree more foolish than this? True, 

nobody will be expelled from his home, nobody’s life will be 

shattered and barring Vashti’s pride, nothing will be destroyed. 

Nevertheless, this was a classic case of a patently illegal order, 

complete with a black flag flying overhead.                                               

“But the queen Vashti refused to come at the king’s commandment 

by the chamberlains; therefore was the king very wroth, and his 

anger burned in him.” (The Scroll of Esther 1:12)                              

Vashti refuses to obey the immoral order. We would expect that 

with no further ado, the king would command to behead her. That 

is how he handled the murder conspiracy of Bigtan and Teresh and 

that is what Queen Esther feared would happen to her when she 

dared come before the king without being summoned. But 

Ahashverosh understood that he had painted himself into an 

immoral corner. He realized that his decree would not stand the test 

of reason and that he was essentially endangering the legitimacy of 

his leadership and reign on power.                                                         

What is the last resort of a criminal and foolish tyrant? How does 

he restore his legitimacy?                                                                   

“Then the king said to the wise men, who knew the times – for so 

was the king’s manner toward all that knew law and judgment; 

‘What shall we do unto the queen Vashti according to law, for she 

has not done the bidding of the king Ahashverosh by the 

chamberlains?” (Esther 1:13,15)                                                       

Suddenly, Ahashverosh remembers the “rule of law.” He consults 

with his legal advisors and defers to the High Court. The Midrash 

relates that at first, Ahashverosh turned to the Jewish wise men. But 

they quickly understood that he was not looking for justice, but 

rather for legitimacy for his immoral decree and for his very 

leadership. The Jewish wise men evaded his overtures. The Persian 

High Court, though, was happy to take on the case and found the 

penultimate creative legal solution to the royal predicament. It did 

not deal with the question of who was right. It dealt with only one 

issue – the perpetuation of the existing establishment. And so they 

wrote in their legal decision:                                                               

“Vashti the queen has not done wrong to the king only, but also to 

all the princes, and to all the peoples, who are in all the provinces 

of the king Ahashverosh. For this deed of the queen will come 

abroad unto all women, to make their husbands contemptible in 

their eyes, when it will be said: The king Ahashverosh commanded 

Vashti the queen to be brought in before him, but she came not.” 

(Esther 1:16-17)       In other words, it makes no difference at all if 

the directive was logical, moral or even legal. Vashti, or Gush Katif 

or Migron, are not part of the equation. All that matters is the 

perpetuation of Ahashverosh’s power. If the queen will not appear 

before the nation attired in nothing more than her royal crown, the 

subservience of all the women in the entire kingdom will vanish 

and the empire will crumble. That makes sense, doesn’t it?             

It is not the dubious honor of the king that is in question here. It is 

not even the need to be the darling of the media that lies behind the 

irrational decree to destroy settlements. It is simply a matter of 

responsibility toward the perpetuation of the leadership. For if we 

do not carry out our orders and drive women and children from 

their homes today, tomorrow nobody will carry out their orders and 

the state will be destroyed.        In fact, Ahashverosh’s kingdom 

was indeed destroyed in a relatively short amount of time. But it 

wasn’t because of Vashti’s refusal to obey orders. On the contrary, 

it was because the state had lined up with the immoral conduct of 

its leader.                                                                                             

Shabbat Shalom and Happy Purim, 

Moshe Feiglin 
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I have been “missing from action” from my usual writing these last 

few weeks because I was working 20 hours a day on producing an 

event in Israel that has never happened before. While every 

political party has meetings and conferences, nobody in Israel’s 

history ever had a real political convention, opened to the entire 

country (and not just members of the party). All that changed last 

week.                                                                                                   

I am proud to state that after months of hard work, the new and 

exciting Zehut party – of which I am one of the founders – hosted a 

convention last week that looked like the Republican National 

Convention. Round stage, major artists performing, video screens 

all around the room and a packed house of 1,500 people. In 

addition to those actually present at the event, a whopping 250,000 

watched it on Facebook and live on Arutz-7 in Hebrew and 

English. Simply put, it was an event Israelis had never seen before. 

Since that day, the media has been interviewing our chairman, 

Moshe Feiglin, and the country has started paying attention to our 

positive message.                                                                               

The new Zehut party has an international department and I stand as 

the chairman of what is simply called, Zehut International. Here are 

excerpts of the speech I gave at this historic convention:                   

“I gave an interview this week to Arutz-7 and I told them, that they 

HAD to come to this convention. I promised that they would see 2 

things – BOTH of which had never been before in Israel’s history.    

First – they would witness – as you are witnessing right now, the 

most professional, exciting and energetic political convention 

EVER in Israel’s history! This is not about hoping to pass the 

minimum threshold – this is about LEADERSHIP of Medinat 

Yisrael and it’s going to come from people right here in this 

room!!!                                                                                                

But there was a second reason why I wanted them to come. I told 

them that they would see something RARE and UNIQUE… 

smiling faces, happiness, optimism, positive attitude and most of all 

– SOLUTIONS and not PROBLEMS. Nobody is crying here, 

nobody is protesting. We are building new leadership… we are 

pumping energy into a depressed society… we are giving HOPE to 

our youth – a FUTURE to young couples - and RESPECT to 

retirees. THIS is why I pushed so hard for people to come; so that 

they can see for themselves the joy, the unity of religious and 

secular and the incredible motivation that we have to turn Israel 

into a strong and proud Jewish State.                                                  

There’s one more thing I must point out that – in the history of 

Israeli politics – has NEVER been done before. We believe that 

Eretz Yisrael belongs to Am Yisrael, wherever they live – USA, 

Mexico, Panama, France, Australia, England – every Jew in every 

place in the world has a share in this land and unlike all other 

political parties who run to these Jews around the world to “shnorr” 

money from them – but refuse to LISTEN to them or give them a 

VOICE – we started Zehut International and we want them as 

ACTIVE MEMBERS OF OUR MOVEMENT!! I am the Chairman 

of Zehut International and I say to all these Jews:                               

Come home to Israel.                                                                         

When, G-d willing, we take over the leadership we will do 

EVERYTHING POSSIBLE to help bring you here but in the 

meantime, even as you live in Canada, Italy or Brazil we will give 

you the right to VOTE for a PORTION of our Knesset list. Every 

10 spots will have ONE representative from Zehut International 

that will be voted for by the Jews in the Diaspora.                              

This is HISTORY. This is UNITY.                                                   

Not only does Zehut bring together religious and secular, and 

settlers from Hebron with settlers from Herziliya… but now we are 

bringing together Jews from ALL OVER THE WORLD to stand as 

one and build the biggest leadership party EVER in the State of 

Israel!                                                                                                    

Good luck to us all and Am Yisrael Chai!”                                         

For more information about Zehut please see: 

www.ZehutInternational.com 
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Israel advanced to the last eight of the World Baseball Classic without 

even playing on Wednesday.                                                                          

The Netherlands’ narrow 6-5 win over Chinese Taipei in Seoul secured 

Israel’s progress, with both the blue-and-white and the Dutch owning a 2-0 

record after two games.                                                                                   

Chinese Taipei and South Korea are at 0-2 and have been eliminated.         

First place in Pool A will be decided when Israel faces the Netherlands on 

Thursday.                                                                                                          

Israel claimed a 2-1 win in 10 innings against host South Korea in its 

opener before beating Chinese Taipei 15-7 on Tuesday.                               

The top two teams in the pool advance to second round Pool E, which will 

also include two sides from Pool B, which is being contested between 

Japan, Cuba, Australia and China. Pool E will be played in Tokyo, Japan, 

with the top two to then progress to the semifinals at Dodger Stadium in 

Los Angeles 
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