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וירדפו מצרים ויבאו אחריהם כל סוס פרעה רכבו ופרשיו, “ 14:23

 ”אל תוך הים

“Mitzrayim pursued and came after them – every 

horse of Paroah, his chariots, and his horsemen – into the midst of 

the sea.”  Klal Yisroel were enslaved in Mitzrayim for 210 years.  The 

ten Makkos were inflicted upon Mitzrayim, and finally Paroah 

concedes to let Klal Yisroel leave Mitzrayim.  Shortly after Klal Yisroel 

left, Paroah had a change of heart, and chased after them.  Klal 

Yisroel were heading towards the sea with the Mitzriyim chasing 

them.  Hakodosh Boruch Hu performed a miracle for Klal Yisroel and 

the sea split.  The Mitzriyim reached the sea and saw that the sea 

had split, and followed Klal Yisroel into the split sea.  While they 

were there, the sea returned to its natural state, and drowned all of 

the Mitzriyim along with their horses and chariots.  Why did the 

Mitzriyim chase Klal Yisroel into the split sea?  They had already seen 

all of the plagues in Mitzrayim that had affected the Mitzriyim yet 

did not affect Klal Yisroel.  Did they not realize the obvious – that the 

sea had split specifically for Klal Yisroel?  Sotah 11a – The advisors of 

Paroah suggested drowning the babies in water for they knew that 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu’s judgment is Midah K’neged Midah, measure 

for measure.  Being that it was known that Hakodosh Boruch Hu 

vowed never to bring a flood that would wipe out the world – the 

Mitzriyim believed they were safe if they killed the Jews through the 

water.  This makes the fact that they Mitzriyim went into the sea, 

chasing after Klal Yisroel, even more perplexing.  Didn’t it occur to 

them that this was a trap, and they were going to be punished 

measure for measure through the water?  The whole world would 

not be inflicted with a flood, but was it not conceivable that just the 

Mitzriyim would drown?  The following Divrei Torah will expound on 

this topic, and perhaps support the P’shat offered in the closing 

paragraph. 

 It was told to the“ – ”ויגד למלך מצרים כי ברח העם“ 14:5 – זוהר 

king of Mitzrayim that העם, the people, had fled.”  Anytime the Torah 

says העם it refers to the Eirav Rav.  When the Torah says, בני ישראל, it 

refers to Klal Yisroel. 

 The B’nei“ – ”וחמושים עלו בני ישראל מארץ מצרים“ 13:18 – זוהר 

Yisroel were armed when they went up from Mitzrayim.”  “וחמושים” 

it is telling us that one fifth of those who left Mitzrayim was Klal 

Yisroel.  Therefore the remaining four fifths were Eirav Rav.  We 

know from this that there were 4 times 600,000 Eirav Rav – quite a 

large amount of people. 

“ 14:5 - תורת גבריאל  לך מצרים כי ברח העםויגד למ ” – Paroah had 

said that Klal Yisroel could leave Mitzrayim.  Shortly after allowing 

them to leave, he was told that Klal Yisroel left, and he chased after 

them.  What caused Paroah to chase them after he gave them 

permission to leave?  As the Zohar says, העם, refers to Eirav Rav.  The 

Zohar also tells us that there were 2.4 million Eirav Rav who left 

Mitzrayim together with Klal Yisroel.  It was when he heard that העם, 

the Eirav Rav, were leaving that he chased after them.  Klal Yisroel 

along with the Eirav Rav leaving Mitzrayim, left Mitzrayim devoid of 

people.   

“ 14:10 – תורת גבריאל  וישאו בני ישראל את עיניהם והנה , ופרעה הקריב

'מצרים נסע אחריהם וייראו מאד ויצעקו בני ישראל אל ד ” – “Paroah approached, 

B’nei Yisroel raised their eyes and behold – Mitzrayim was 

journeying after them, and they were very frightened; B’nei Yisroel 

cried out to Hashem.”  Klal Yisroel left Mitzrayim, and the Mitzriyim 

chased after them. Klal Yisroel were 600,000 without the Eirav Rav.  

They outnumbered the Mitzriyim greatly.  If so, why did they fear 

the Mitzriyim chasing after them?  Klal Yisroel were subjugated 

under the control of Mitzrayim for hundreds of years.  Seeing their 

captors chase after them, automatically created fear within them 

even though they outnumbered their captors.  A second reason they 

feared was because the Mitzriyim possessed something they did not.  

The Posuk says, “נוסע” – singular – Mitzrayim as one unit chased 

after Klal Yisroel , whereas the Medrash tells us that Klal Yisroel 

were not completely united at this juncture.  Especially in battle, 

unity is of utmost importance.  Being that the Mitzriyim had it, and 

they did not, they feared them.   

 The“ – ”הפלא המיוחד בנס קריעת ים סוף“ – Vayeira 113b – זוהר 

unique wonder that occurred by the miracle of the splitting of the 

sea”.  There was something unique about the miracle of Krias Yam 

Suf, that which is not found by any other miracle.  There are miracles 

that “save”, and miracles that “punish”.   However, at Krias Yam Suf 

both of these contradictory factors occurred.  The sea split to “save” 

Klal Yisroel, and the same miracle then “punished” the Mitzriyim by 

drowning them.  

וירדפו מצרים ויבאו אחריהם כל סוס “ Sotah 11a – 14:23 – בניהו 

אל תוך הים, פרעה רכבו ופרשיו ” – The Mitzriyim knew that Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu acts measure for measure.  They experienced all of the 

miracles in Mitzrayim.  Why did they take the risk of going into the 

dry sea, which could easily revert back to what it was, and kill all of 

them instantly, measure for measure?  The Zohar explains that at 

Krias Yam Suf, Hakodosh Boruch Hu performed a miracle that 

“saved” Klal Yisroel, and at the same time, “punished” the Mitzriyim.  

Generally, a miracle can only be one of these, and not both.  The 

ministering angel of the Mitzriyim told them that they need not fear.  

The sea splitting was saving Klal Yisroel, and could not punish them 

through the same miracle.  The angels were correct for all other 

miracles except this one.  This miracle went out of the normal 

boundaries of a miracle: it saved Klal Yisroel, and punished the 

Mitzriyim.  We say in Shachris, “ העברת וידידים, וזדים טבעת ” – “The 

willful sinners You (Hashem) drowned, and the dear ones (Klal 

Yisroel) you brought across.”   Shouldn’t this Posuk be said in reverse 

– first He saved his dear ones and then drowned the sinners?  We 

first express the greatness of this particular miracle.  Although this 

miracle should not have been able to punish, it did.  The Mitzriyim 

were drowning, and Klal Yisroel were still travelling across on dry 

land.  “ ורוממו לקל, על זאת שבחו אהובים ” – “For this (this miracle of a 

miracle) the beloved ones praised and exalted Hashem.” 

 The Mitzriyim chased after – ”וירדפו מצרים“ 14:23 – מלבים 

Klal Yisroel into the sea for they did not see the sea at all.  The sea 

was so wide – that they did not see the standing waters waiting to 

return into the sea.  All they saw was dry land.   

 The Zohar Hakodosh – ”ופרעה הקריב“ 14:10 – אך פרי תבואה 

says that these words mean that Paroah brought Klal Yisroel closer 

to their Father in Shomayim.  As it says in the Shlah Hakodosh, on 

the words “אתה בחרתנו” –there are times that Klal Yisroel are not so 

good.  Nonetheless, Hakodosh Boruch Hu compares Klal Yisroel to 

the other nations of the world.  In comparison, the goodness of Klal 

Yisroel is more noticed.  Paroah brought Klal Yisroel closer to 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu by his wicked actions.   

 Paroah allowed – ”ויגד למלך מצרים כי ברח העם“ 14:5 - חתן סופר 

Klal Yisroel to leave Mitzrayim.  However, after they left, his 

astronomers told him that in the future Klal Yisroel would once again 

go to Golus – Golus Bavel.  When Paroah heard that, he chased after 

Klal Yisroel.  If they were not going to complete freedom, he wanted 
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them to be his slaves.  A Remez to this can be found in the words,  

 And his heart turned.”   If you transpose the word“ – ”ויהפך לבב“

 Paroah saw Golus Bavel and therefore  .”בבל“ you end up with ”לבב“

he chased after them.   

 And Paroah brought“ – ”ופרעה הקריב“ 14:10 - ישא ברכה 

close.”  Paroah brought Klal Yisroel closer to their Father in Heaven.  

When Klal Yisroel saw Paroah and the Mitzriyim chasing after them, 

they were petrified.  It was because they were being chased by 

Paroah that they turned their hearts to Hashem in Tefilah.   

 The Mitzriyim followed – ”וירדפו מצרים“ 14:23 – אברבנאל 

after Klal Yisroel through the darkness.  They did not know where 

they were running – they only knew that they were following Klal 

Yisroel.  They did not realize that they entered the seabed that was 

devoid of water due to a miracle.   

“ 18:10 – שמות רבה  ה לישראל"הרבה נסים עשה הקב ” – “There were 

many miracles that Hakodosh Boruch Hu performed for Klal Yisroel.”  

At the same time that Paroah declared that Klal Yisroel may leave 

Mitzrayim, he also allowed all of the captives (Mitzriyim who were 

incarcerated) free. 

 The Medrash – ”ויגד למלך מצרים כי ברח העם“ 14:5 - אמרי שפר 

says that Paroah even allowed all of the non-Jewish captives free 

when he freed Klal Yisroel.  This occurred after Makas Bechoros, and 

Paroah was speaking from fear.  He did not know what he was 

saying.  When the fear faded, and he came back to his senses he 

could not believe what he did.  By his allowing all of the captives to 

go free, he was demonstrating that while Klal Yisroel only requested 

to be free for three days, he freed them permanently.  He allowed 

all of his captives, Jews and non-Jews alike, free, as well as all of the 

Eirav Rav who accompanied Klal Yisroel.    Paroah realized that Klal 

Yisroel were not going to be coming back, and he therefore chased 

after them.   

 Rebbe Shimon Ben – ”וחזקתי את לב פרעה“ 21:11 – שמות רבה 

Lakish said:  This Posuk can be explained with the use of a Moshol.  

There are two athletes, one who is strong and one who is weak.  The 

strong athlete triumphed over the weak one, and received a crown 

upon his head.   Who caused the strong athlete to take the crown; 

was it not the weaker athlete?  Similarly, who caused Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu to take praise and glory; was it not Paroah, whom He 

threw into the sea? 

“ Shemos Rabbah 21:11 – עץ יוסף    חזקתי את לב פרעהו ” – 

Before the happenings in Mitzrayim, and the Yam Suf, Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu’s abilities were not known to the world.  As a 

consequence of Paroah and the Mitzriyim drowning in the Yam, the 

greatness of Hakodosh Boruch Hu became well known throughout 

the world.  The Medrash tells us that similar to the weaker athlete, it 

was he who caused the strong athlete to take the crown.  Here, it 

was Paroah and his people who made the great Name of Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu be well known.  

-  שמות רבה  21:5 “ או בני ישראל את עיניהם והנה מצרים נסע אחריהם ויש

”וייראו מאד  – When Klal Yisroel departed from Mitzrayim, the 

Mitzriyim were pursuing them.  The Posuk says, “נסע”, which is 

singular.  We infer from this that when Paroah and the Mitzriyim 

went out to pursue them, Klal Yisroel raised their eyes Heavenward 

and saw the heavenly minister of Mitzrayim flying after them in the 

air.  When Klal Yisroel saw this, they became frightened – “וייראו”.  

Why does the Posuk say “Mitzrayim” pursued them and not the 

“Mitzriyim”?  The Posuk is referring to the heavenly angel of 

Mitzrayim, who was chasing them – and his name was Mitzrayim.  

Hakodosh Boruch Hu does not cast down a nation until He casts 

down its heavenly minister first.   

 Were Klal – ”וייראו מאד“ Shemos Rabbah 21:5 – עץ יוסף 

Yisroel being chased by the Mitzriyim, they would not have been 

afraid, for they had already seen how Hakodosh Boruch Hu handled 

them in Mitzrayim.  However, when they saw the heavenly angel of 

Mitzrayim chasing after them through the air, they feared that 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu had sent this angel to punish them for their 

sins.   

וישאו בני ישראל את עיניהם והנה מצרים “ 14:10 – שפתי כהן על התורה 

”נסע אחריהם וייראו מאד  – The word נוסע, to journey, is not what would 

be used if it was the Mitzriyim who were chasing Klal Yisroel – rather 

it would have used a Loshon of רודף, chasing after.  Klal Yisroel 

looked up and saw the ministering angel of Mitzrayim flying through 

the air, apparently coming to the aide of the Mitzriyim.  Klal Yisroel 

feared that other ministering angels would join the angel of 

Mitzrayim, and together defeat Klal Yisroel.  At the same time, they 

feared that perhaps because of the Eirav Rav, who were not seeking 

to follow Rotzon Hashem, they would be punished along with them.    

יעוד יוסף ח   – ”ותקרא שמו משה ותאמר כי מן המים משיתהו“ 2:10 - 

“She called his name Moshe, ‘For I drew him from the water’.”  How 

could it be that Basyah chose to name the baby Moshe?  By naming 

him Moshe, she potentially put her life at risk.  People would 

discover that she saved a baby boy, and possibly defied the decree 

of the king.  What is even more perplexing is that her father, who 

himself sanctioned the decree, called the boy Moshe.  Didn’t Paroah 

think to question where the name Moshe originated?  Where did 

this baby boy come from?  It would seem obvious that Paroah would 

have deduced that perhaps this is the baby boy who would be the 

savior of Klal Yisroel.  This was all part of the Hashgacha Pratis of 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu.  The name Moshe was used by all, and 

specifically Paroah, and it never dawned on them that he would be 

the savior of the Jews.  (The Medrash tells us the story of Moshe 

putting on the crown, and Paroah being concerned.  Paroah was 

only concerned because he put on the crown, and not for any other 

reason.)  When Moshe returned from Midyan as the savior of Klal 

Yisroel, Paroah and his advisors were befuddled as to how the 

notion was never even contemplated that the boy who grew up in 

the palace, would be the savior of Klal Yisroel.  The Ribbono Shel 

Olam made it as if they were actual animals, without any Da’as.  

They never contemplated for a moment that he would be the savior.  

 Perhaps now we can understand why the Mitzriyim chased 

after Klal Yisroel into the sea.  Perhaps they did not see the sea and 

did not realize the great risk they were taking.  Perhaps they did 

know, but did not know.  Hakodosh Boruch Hu is the supreme Ruler 

of the world.  Hakodosh Boruch Hu showed the world that against 

Him, there is nothing.  There is no intelligence.  The very Mitzriyim 

who “knew” a way around being punished for their evil actions by 

utilizing water, are the very same Mitzriyim who were punished 

through water, and they walked right into it.  The Torah switches 

from a Loshon of נסע to a Loshon of רודף.  The Torah is telling us that 

they truly did not know what they were doing.  Were they pursuing 

Klal Yisroel, or were they journeying to a place when a tremendous 

Kiddush Hashem would occur.  The whole world saw that it is only 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu Who controls the world.  This also 

strengthened Klal Yisroel’s Emunah in Hakodosh Boruch Hu.  May we 

be Zoche to see great miracles with the coming of Moshiach  במהרה

אמן בימינו ! 


