
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

נחפרשת   - Far reaching effect 

 

 בס''ד

 לר''ש 

 יעקב בן שרה לאה

ח   שָּׁ ָא תַותִּ ְפנ   ֶרץהָּׁ א'(י' )ו יםֱאֹלהִּ הָּׁ  ילִּ  
 

 

The earth became corrupt in front of Hashem 
There are many lessons that we could learn from Parshas Noach but let’s concentrate 
on just one of them. Think about the state that the world was in before Hashem decided 
to bring a Mabul. Chazal describe that not only were the people who lived at that time 
so corrupt and immoral - even the animals were also! All of the living creatures (besides 
for Noach) lived their lives just as they fancied without giving a single thought to 
Hashem and without any conscience or guilt. 

This complete and utter Hefkierus caused Hashem to decide to bring a Mabul and to 
start over again. 

But the Beis Halevy asks from the Maharsha in Sanhedrin, how is it possible that the 
animals became so corrupt? It’s one thing if we say that the people were wicked and 
therefore they made bad choices; but the animals don’t have any choices to make 
(Bechira)! How could they become wicked? 

The truth is that the Mesilas Yesharim explains this very point in the first Perek, as 
follows. Ultimately, the whole world was created to serve us Yidden and therefore the 
running of the world depends on how we behave. When we do Mitzvos then we inject 
into the world the energy that is necessary for it to run smoothly. However when we do 
Aveiros then the world is not able to function properly.  

As the Medrash describes in last week’s Sedra, “Hashem took Adam for a tour around 
Gan Eden and He showed him all the beautiful trees etc. Be careful, Hashem warned 
Adam, don’t destroy My world.” 

Aveiros are not just harmful for those who do them or for those who see them done. 
They are like a poison gas that affects the very atmosphere and the cycle of nature all 
around. The good news is however that when we do Mitzvos, this infuses the 
atmosphere with good energy and ensures that the world continues to run smoothly. 

In short, the actions of every Yid really make a difference. No one should ever say, “Who 
cares if I do this right or wrong.” You are causing the world to change! 

Rav Yisroel Salantor would go around and try to help Yidden improve their ways and 
become better people. During one particular time he would go around to the 
universities and talk with the Jewish students there. He famously said, “When a Bochor 
learns Torah in Valozohn, then the Yid in Paris won’t marry out.” 

As one Ba’al Mussar said, “Just like we know that radio waves exist and we believe that 
they somehow connect invisibly in the air; so too we must believe that the effect of our 
actions is connected to others even though we can’t see it.” 

This is how the animals became corrupt, explains the Beis Halevi. The generation of the 
Mabul were so entrenched in their corrupt and immoral ways that it affected the very 
nature of the animals around them.  

The Beis Halevi goes further. Even the Tzaddik Noach was unable to reach higher 
Madreigos because of the low state of mankind. And even Noach was at risk of losing 
his Tzidkus (!) were he to have remained in that world. Therefore Hashem secluded him 
inside a Teiva so that he would be easier able to remain a Tzadik. 

This is a very powerful lesson and an important one for our generation. In a world 
where so many are corrupt and immoral and where the norms of society have spiralled 
downwards to unprecedented depths of Tumah; we must try to stay inside our “Teiva”.  

We can make a difference. By each one of us simply trying to be Erliche Yidden and 
following in the ways of Hashem, we will affect the rest of the world for the better. 

 


