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  ‘Next in line’ – 'הבא התור' 
For my livelihood, I chose a profession that did require seeing other 
people, even though I had several different options. What tipped 
the scale was guarding the eyes which was very important to me. 
One day I had to go to the bank branch where I go from time to 
time and I waited for my turn, the next in line was called by the 
clerks sitting on the other side of the counter when they finished 
the business with the previous client. I noticed that there were 
several tellers and among them was one teller who did not conform 
to the rules of modesty at all, I was afraid that I not be called 
specifically to this teller and I began to think of ways that if I am 
called to her how would I get out of it without hurting anyone’s 
feelings. I thought that perhaps I should take an additional number 
and wit for several customers in line but everything worked digitally 
and it was not possible to take another ticket. 
Just as I feared, my number was called out specifically to this teller. 
I stood in my place at a loss for ideas on how to conduct myself 
without hurting someone but on the other hand, I wanted to stand 
by my values. I noticed that the client sitting with her did not get up 
from his place and she continued to take care of his business. He 
apparently remembered something else and he remained seated. 
Meanwhile, the other teller called a number and no one 
approached. He called another number and again no one 
approached. I immediately approached and asked to be taken since 
I was called by a teller who had not finished the previous client’s 
business. He gladly took me and he began working on my banking. 
A few seconds had not passed when someone approached the 
teller and said that this was his turn and he simply did not pay 
attention that his turn was called, the teller responded that he 
called out his number twice and since he had already begun to take 
care of someone else’s business he would have to wait until he was 
finished and then he would take care of his banking needs.  
I left thrilled and excited as Chazal say, ‘One who comes to be 
cleansed is helped’… 

 ה.ר.

  
 

And his head shall be unshorn – וראשו יהיה פרוע 
Let us imagine what it looks like when a person has a painful leg 
and he tries to hide it, he tries to walk straight and not limp, but 
every step comes with much effort and great pain, and so, aside 
from the original pain that he is suffering, he adds more pain in 
an attempt to hide the first pain. If the person would ask us our 
opinion, we would certainly advise him to let go a little and allow 
himself to feel the leg pain rather than try to act as if it did not 
hurt. 
In Parashas Tazria the Torah writes (13:45)  ,והצרוע אשר בו הנגע'

טמא יקרא'מא ועל שפם יעטה, וטבגדיו יהיו פרומים, וראשו יהיה פרוע,   
– ‘And the person with tzasa’as in whom there is the affliction, his 
garments shall be rent, the hair of his head shall be unshorn, and 
he should cloak himself to his mustache; he is to call out, 
“Impure! Impure!”’ HaKadosh Baruch Hu commands the metzora 
‘live with the reality’ and do not run away from it, and not only 
should he not hide the fact that he is a metzora, but just the 
opposite, he does things that signifies to all that he is a metzora 
and he even publicly calls out, ‘Impure! Impure!’ What is the 
meaning of this? Is this necessary for his purification? 
HaRav HaChacham Rebbe Yisroel Rosenzweig zt”l explains in the 
name of one of the earlier Tzaddikim on that which Chazal have 
stated in (Pesachim 115b) one who swallows marror on the night 
of the Seder has not fulfilled his obligation of eating marror, that 
is, according to the plain meaning one must taste the taste of 
marror, and if he tries to be smart and ‘get around’ the need to 
taste the bitterness then he has not fulfilled his obligation. The 
same applies to any difficulty that a person faces, he is not 
permitted to skip over that which was decreed upon him from 
Heaven, rather, he should accept with love the will of the Creator. 
Similarly, as brought down from the Tzaddikim that when a 
person is faced with difficulty and he tastes the bitterness in his 
life, he must remember that in this way he is accepting the will of 
the Creator, and he should concentrate on the bracha of  אשר'

 Who has sanctified us with His‘ – קדשנו במצוותיו על אכילת מרור'
commandments and has commanded us to eat marror’… 
And so, the way to purification is through this pain of ‘his 
garments shall be rent, the hair of his head shall be unshorn, and 
he should cloak himself to his mustache; he is to call out, 
“Impure! Impure!”’, for so is it written in the Torah, and just as it 
is not possible to dance on Tisha B’Av, and to cry on Simchas 
Torah, for ‘everything has a time and place’ (Koheles 3:1), so too 
it is not possible to evade the pain that was decreed upon him for 
his benefit, to purify him, for one does not swallow the marror! 

- Tiv HaTorah – Tazria-Metzora 
 

 
 

 



 

 

 אין אדם שומע לי ומפסיד
There is no one who listens to me and loses out 

 

 
לאחוזה ונתתי נגע צרעת  כי תבאו אל ארץ כנען אשר אני נתן לכם

)יד:לד(בבית ארץ אחזתכם:   

When you arrive in the land of Canaan that I give you as a 
possession, and I will place a tzara’as affliction upon a house in 
the land of your possession. (14:34) 
Rashi explains: This is a good tiding to them that afflictions are to 
come upon them, because the Amorites hid treasures of gold in 
the walls of their houses all forty years that Israel were in the 
desert, and as a result of the affliction, he breaks down the 
house and finds them. The intent of Rashi is to point out from 
the wording of the posuk ‘and I will place a tzara’as affliction’ 
that if the Torah intended to just explain the judgment of the one 
being punished because of his sin, the Torah would have written 
‘when an affliction of tzara’as will be in the house’ and then I 
would have understood that this was due to the sin of the person 
and because of this sin he suffers this affliction, for then his 
ruling will  be as explained further in the Torah, but, the 
expression of ‘and I will place a tzara’as affliction’ implies that 
this will definitely happen, and we are forced to say that the 
Torah intended here to hint that sometimes Israel will merit to 
have afflictions in their houses even if their deeds are welcome 
and this is for their benefit. 
I will first give a brief introduction in order to explain the 
outcome of this statement. Chazal have stated (Niddah 30b) that 
before a person comes down to the world he is made to swear 
‘Become a righteous person and do not become a wicked one’ 
and once the person accepts the swear upon himself he certainly 
wants to fulfill that which is incumbent on him, but the 
Inclination which seeks to kill him wants him to desecrate his 
swear. This is how it has an opening before him to accuse and 
accuse him Above and in this way his scheme works rachmana 
litzlan. Therefore, it places the person in a situation which seems 
to him that if he nullifies his will for the will of his Creator he will 
come to great harm, and sometimes it entices him by saying that 
it is literally impossible for him to keep his word, and if this so, 
then he is exempt from everything and is this not how the 
Chachamim expounded (Yoma 85b) on the posuk (18:5) וחי בהם 
– and live by them and do not die through them? And even if in 
his innermost heart the person knows that there is no truth to 
the words, and even if there is difficulty in keeping his word still, 
he has the ability to make an effort and fulfill his obligation, 
nevertheless, he prefers to divert his heart to the opinion of his 
Inclination since it is difficult for him to fulfill his obligation, and 
this is how he leaves the path and violates his aforementioned 
oath rachmana litzlan. 
At a time like this it is incumbent on the person to know that it is 
not possible that any harm should befall a person who walks with 
Hashem with completeness, as Chazal have stated (Devorim 
Rabbah 4,5) ‘No person listens to me and loses out’, HaKadosh 
Baruch Hu is good and does good and only wants what is best for 
the person, and since this is so, He will not command him to do 
things that will cause him distress and harm, it is just the 
opposite, these commandments that surround a person are 
beneficial to the person both spiritually and physically, and all 
these concerns are just the fruit of the labor of the Inclination, 
which wants to deny him the true beneficence and since this is 
so, it tries to turn the plate upside down and says that bad is 
good and vice versa.   
  
 

After this introduction, we can consider and see that this is hinted at 
in the Torah with this statement. The Torah commands this one who 
has a tzara’as affliction in the walls of his house to tear down his 
house. This man is very concerned as to how he will fulfill the 
command of his Creator, for in the eyes of a human it seems that it is 
impossible to withstand this since by doing this he will be left without 
a roof over his head, and in addition to this distress we add on the 
great shame that whoever sees this realizes that he is a sinner and 
therefore, he is punished with afflictions to his house. How can the 
Torah put this on him? Therefore, the Torah hints that it is just the 
opposite, if this person nullifies his own will to that of his Creator 
without making any calculations, he will tear down his house with the 
sense that this is beneficial for him, for specifically through this he will 
find that which is hidden and then, not only will he be able to rebuild 
his house as it was originally, he will merit great wealth in the merit of 
finding that which was hidden. 
This matter is hinted at by the Torah in the commandments of 
afflictions, however, from here you can apply this teaching to all the 
mitzvos in the Torah. For every mitzvah that a person is commanded 
to fulfill the Inclination attempts to prevent him from fulfilling it, 
sometimes in the way mentioned previously by creating the illusion 
that this mitzvah is not possible to actually fulfill, and sometimes by 
bothering him with various things that cause him to simply forget that 
which is incumbent on him. And even if he does not actually forget, 
still it does not allow him to fulfill it with a clear mind with love and 
awe. Therefore, we must understand that the Torah intended for the 
entire general principle, and hints that we should not be impressed by 
all the instincts and machinations of the Inclination, and if we see that 
the Torah has commanded us to do such and such we should not 
murmur against the command of the Creator, rather we are 
guaranteed through faith that bad does not emit from Him chas 
v’chalila, and we should fulfill His will with completeness. 
In this vein, we see the same thing with the mitzvah of Tzedakah 
[charity], the one who fulfills it appears to lose his money, and in 
human eyes it seems like a loss, however, Chazal have revealed to us 
that the very fulfillment of this mitzvah brings blessing and not the 
opposite, and as they expounded (Taanis 9a) on the posuk (Devorim 
 tithe, you shall surely tithe – tithe so that you will -  עשר תעשר (14:22
become wealthy, but the Inclination confuses the mind of the person 
and attempts to remove from him the complete faith, and through 
this it changes the thinking of the person, and he thinks only in terms 
of natural occurrence that what he sees is that he is losing money. 
However, it is on us to know that once our Chachamim z”l have 
guaranteed the opposite from what the Inclination is enticing us with, 
therefore, we must fulfill the will of our Father in Heaven with 
completeness and we must depend our eyes in it, and He, Yisbarach, 
with His reasons has already brought the blessing into the house of 
the person. 
However, even if a person sees that because some mitzvah has 
caused him some harm, he must believe that there is something good 
hidden in this. Our world is a world of secrets, and it is not possible 
for us to recognize where the benefit for the person is hidden, 
however, it is not possible that because someone did the will of 
Hashem Yisbarach that the person will come to any harm, and if it 
does happen, then this proves that HaKadosh Baruch Hu saw that this 
harm will cause him to ultimately have great wealth, or he will merit 
through this to receive greatness in spirituality, therefore, he should 
not be concerned about this, and he should believe with clear faith in 
what HaKadosh Baruch Hu said that there is no one who listens to 
Him and loses out, and HaKadosh Baruch Hu will route his way to 
good.     
 


