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 Time Alone With Hashem 
Rav Shlomo Levenstein writes (Umatuk HaOhr) that we learn in 

Parashas Kedoshim (19:30), it teaches us to fear Hashem’s holy 

places, and we learn from here the Halachah to have fear at the   

Bais HaMikdash. The Rambam writes (Hilchos Bais HaBechirah 

7:1) that it is not to actually fear the Bais HaMikdash, but it means to 

fear the One Who commanded us to fear Him— Hashem. The 

Chofetz Chaim writes that our Shuls are included in this Halachah 

because a Shul is aligned opposite Hashem’s Upper Kingdom in 

Shamayim, and we learn from this how great the Aveirah is for one to 

disgrace the holiness of a Shul. One of the strong fights against the 

Yetzer Hara that we have today is the Aveirah of talking in Shul, 

especially during Davening, and the following is a powerful story 

about this.  

A couple once came to a Rav regarding a Shalom Bayis issue 

they were having. The Rav asked the husband, “When did the 

problem start?” and the man answered, “Kavod HaRav, the problem 

started in the Yichud room on our wedding day!” The Rav was 

surprised and the man explained, “When we entered the Yichud room 

after the Chupah and a day of fasting and Davening, we were tired 

and hungry, and there was a little food on the table in the room for 

us. We only took just a little food to taste, and my wife’s cell phone 

started ringing! I couldn’t believe that she brought her cell phone into 

the Yichud room and didn’t even put it on the vibrate mode! The 

phone rang, and she answered it! I just sat on the side and waited 

patiently until she finished her conversation!”  

The Rav turned to the wife and said, “Is what he is saying true?” 

She answered, “Yes, it is correct, but it is not the complete picture.” 

The Rav asked her to explain, and she said, “My best friend broke 

her leg a day before our wedding, and she couldn’t attend because 

she was in the hospital. All my friends came to the wedding except 

her. I spoke with her before the Chupah, and she wanted to speak 

with me again after the Chupah to wish us ‘Mazel Tov’. Would it not 

be a great Chessed to speak with her, when she is lying in the 

hospital? What at all could be a problem with this?!” The husband 

said, “She doesn’t even see that there is a problem, and this is the 

biggest problem of all! She spoke with this friend the day before the 

wedding for four hours, on the morning of the wedding she spoke 

with her for two hours, and before the Chupah she spoke with her for 

another half an hour. At precisely those few minutes that we were in 

the Yichud room, she needed to speak with her some more?!”  

The man continued, “Our problems didn’t stop there. It is now 

many years after our wedding, we Baruch Hashem have many 

children, and it is very difficult for us to find some time for 

ourselves. Recently, we were going to a wedding, just me and her, 

and we left our children home with a babysitter. I was looking 

forward to spending the ride with her, but she spent the entire ride on 

the phone with her friends. I feel like I am just one of her less 

important acquaintances…” 
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The Importance of Not Talking in Shul 

            Compiled by: Rabbi Yehuda Winzelberg 

 

ד“בס  

 A Collection of Inspiring Insights 
       # 300 

Introduction: 

Nobody wants to do Aveiros. We all want to be close to 

Hashem and serve Him will a pure heart full of integrity and 

sincerity. We want to attach ourselves to HaKadosh Baruch 

Hu and grow closer and closer to Him through Davening, 

learning Torah, and performing Hashem’s Mitzvos. The only 

reason we occasionally slip and commit Aveiros is because 

we each have a strong Yetzer Hara that pulls us in an 

opposite direction of where we would like to go. Also, we 

don’t have the understanding of how severe Aveiros are, or 

how detrimental they can be. The information on these pages 

serves as a means to help one better understand what a Shul 

is, how special Davening is, and why talking during 

Davening is such a severe Aveirah. We are living in a time 

where Klal Yisroel needs our Tefilos heard and answered by 

Hashem more than ever, as we desperately await Moshiach 

to finally redeem us from Galus. May Hashem help and 

Bentch our efforts at working to correct this issue, and may 

we only see Brachah in all areas of our lives!! 

 
Rav Shlomo Levenstein writes further, “In truth, I did not 

hear this story from a Rav that works with Shalom Bayis 

problems, rather I have seen it with my own eyes in Shul, 

because the Shul is our Yichud room with Hashem!” When 

one comes to Shul, it is a Yichud room, a chance to have some 

private time with the Creator of the world. Over the entire day, 

we are busy outside involved with many matters, and we don’t 

have the time to be alone with Hashem, and because we are so 

busy, we don’t make time even when we are in Shul. Some 

people come to Shul and leave their cell phones on so they 

ring during Davening, and they answer their phones while 

they answer the Chazzan: “Amein… uh-huh…” Is this the 

time to speak with our friends? You spoke with them a half an 

hour ago, yesterday for two hours, and precisely in the Yichud 

room you want to speak with him again?! It is as if this person 

doesn’t understand that there is a problem with this!  

Rav Yehuda Yosefi, Shlit”a, once related that he saw 

someone talking on the phone during Chazaras HaShatz, so 

he went over and asked him, “Excuse me, are you speaking 

with the president?” The man answered, “No”. “The head 

general of the army?” He replied, “Also, no”. “Then who are 

you speaking with?” He said, “It’s not important…” The Rav 

said to him, “This call is not important, but Hashem is even 

less important?!” Are you not embarrassed to talk with 

another person while you are in the Yichud room with 

Hashem?!” 
 



 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 L’Maaseh… A Tale to Remember 
Rabbi Dov Brezak, principal and director of Talmud Torah Ezrat Torah in 

Yerushalayim once related the following: A benefit of becoming aware of a 

child’s feelings is that we become more aware of the degree of difficulty the child 

is experiencing, and this will help us adjust our methods in how we approach 

them. It may also open our eyes as to why methods used until now may not have 

been successful. Rav Yechiel Yaakobson, renowned Mechanech and lecturer in 

Eretz Yisrael, tells the following story to illustrate this point. A father wanted to 

know what he could do about his son who refused to Daven. The father said, 

“Until now, I tried to get him to Daven by applying constant force and pressure, 

but it hasn’t worked.” The father was advised to change his approach, and so he 

began to praise and encouragement his son. However, this too did not work. In 

fact, from the moment the father eased up on his son, the boy began taking 

advantage and stopped coming to Davening altogether. This was strange, because 

the son enjoyed the new encouragement, and the confused father came to Rabbi 

Yaakobson for guidance once again. A careful examination of the situation 

revealed that the father was not aware to the extent of his son’s difficulties in this 

area. The father and son sat in one of the back rows of the Shul. This area 

contained a considerable number of children who made fun of anyone who 

Davened with Kavanah, and who would tease him about ‘trying to make himself 

look like a Tzaddik’. As if that wasn’t enough, the conduct of some of the adults 

in the vicinity did not necessarily provide the best example for a child 

wishing to improve his Davening. It was explained to the boy’s father that it is 

unfair to expect a young boy to withstand such difficult tests, as it is beyond his 

capacity at that age. The boy could not handle the mockery of his peers, and the 

more his father demanded and insisted that he Daven well, the more the boys 

made fun of him. Although it was difficult for the father to change his usual place 

of Davening in the Shul, the father decided to make the switch. He moved up to 

the front of the Shul, and he also spoke with the Rav, and together they came up 

with a plan. That Shabbos night after Davening, the Rav announced that the next 

day there would be a special Kiddush for children only, and understandably, the 

children were very excited. The next day at the end of the Kiddush, the Rav stood 

up to speak. He said, “I’m sure you are curious as to why we made a Kiddush 

especially for you, and the reason is because I wanted to tell you a story.” The 

Rav told them a story about some children who were allowed into the king’s 

treasure house. Once inside, they were told they could fill their bags with as many 

diamonds as they could for the short period of time they would be permitted to 

stay. When they got inside, only one of the boys took advantage of the 

opportunity. He gathered and gathered, filling his bag and not wasting a moment. 

The other children were lazy and not that interested, and they spent most of their 

time making fun of the child who was working hard collecting diamonds. In great 

detail, the Rav described the ridicule of the lazy boys, the feelings of the serious 

boy, and the tremendous effort necessary for the good boy to ignore the others 

and continue collecting the precious stones. The Rav then explained to the group 

what happened when the time was up. He described the deep pain of the other 

boys when they realized what they had lost, and the tremendous good fortune 

attained by the serious boy, only because he ignored their teasing and ridicule. 

“Not only was he able to collect a large quantity of diamonds,” the Rav told the 

boys, “but he also received the portions collected by the other boys, for when the 

king heard how they had ridiculed the good boy, he took away the little they had 

collected and gave it to that child!” After finishing the story, the Rav said, “It is 

very unfortunate that such wonderful children are losing out on the great wealth 

that Hashem gives them a chance to receive. Every word of Tefilah is a diamond! 

Isn’t it a pity to lose out on this treasure?” The Rav continued, “I also want to tell 

you that I am jealous of this boy,” and indicated the child who was being teased. 

He said to the surprised crowd, “I am jealous of him, because even though others 

made fun of him, he continued to Daven as he should, with Kavanah, 

concentration and seriousness!” He then shook the boy’s hand. Half a year later, 

the father wrote a letter to the Rav in which he said, “I feel so emotional about 

this that I can't bring myself to come and thank you personally. I don’t recognize 

my son! I never thought it possible that a child would love Davening so much!” 

 

 בס"ד

 The Severity of Sinful Speech  
The Chofetz Chaim (Sefer Chofetz Chaim, 

Introduction, Mitzvas Asei 7) writes that if one’s talking 

in Shul includes Lashon Hara or Rechilus, slander or 

gossip, he is violating two Avaieros simultaneously— 

the Aveirah of speaking Lashon Hara and for disgracing 

a holy place of Hashem. He writes that in today’s times, 

our Shuls are in the category of a Bais HaMikdash, and 

we have a Mitzvah to display awe and fear to the One 

Who dwells there. Therefore, in a Shul, one should not 

make any calculations or settle any matter, unless it 

pertains to Mitzvos, for example, things like the 

Tzedakah box. It is forbidden in a Shul to act in a light-

headed way or joke around or talk idly, and most 

certainly not to speak Lashon Hara or Rechilus, due to 

the fear of Hashem one should have, because Hashem is 

living there. Aside from the severe Aveirah one is 

committing with this speech, he is displaying about 

himself that he does not believe that Hashem has placed 

His Shechinah there. He is acting brazenly and is 

speaking in the house of the King without the King’s 

permission! Additionally, some people start talking just 

before Torah Laining, and the Yetzer Hara causes them 

to keep on talking right through the reading of the 

Torah! Worse still, sometimes the people doing this are 

prominent members of the community, and they are 

committing this Aveirah out in the open, in front of the 

eyes of the entire Shul, and through this they are making 

a Chilul Hashem in public, and this is a much more 

severe sin! To make this even worse, many times this 

happens on Shabbos during Laining, which is a far 

worse Aveirah than if it occurs during the week. This 

also applies if one would be talking during Kaddish, 

where he is forfeiting the opportunity to answer Amein 

Yehei Sh’mei Rabbah, which Chazal teach us has the 

power to forgive even severe Aveiros like heresy. The 

Chofetz Chaim concludes, “Oy Vey to the one who 

speaks in this way and to the listener! As the Gr”a 

writes in his holy letter ‘Alim L’Trufah’, that one is 

responsible for each and every word he speaks, and 

for each word of Aveirah, one will descend to an 

extremely deep Gehinom, and it is impossible to fathom 

the great suffering one will endure due to all the 

forbidden words that he spoke, and not a single word 

will be unaccounted for!!!” 
 

Pearls of Wisdom… A Word for the Ages 
Rav Shlomo Levenstein poses a question:  

If Rav Levi Yitzchok of Berditchev, the defense 

attorney of Klal Yisroel would enter a Shul and 

see that during Davening cell phones could be 

heard ringing and people answering them and 

talking to others to their pleasure, what would 

he say about this? What Zechus could he find 

for Klal Yisroel? He would certainly say, 

“Ribbono Shel Olam! Even in a busy taxi 

station, Your children built a Shul!”  

(Umatuk HaOhr) 
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The Alter of Kelm said: “Amein Yehei Sh’mei Rabbah is worth more than 1000 Ameins!” 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Shechinah Leaves a Shul that has Talking 

The Tosafos Yom Tov writes that it is extremely 

important to refrain from talking about mundane 

matters in a Shul, especially during Davening, and 

certainly not during Chazaras HaShatz, the Chazzan’s 

repetition of Shemoneh Esrei, and by Laining. The 

Shulchan Aruch says (124:7) that one who talks during 

Chazaras HaShatz is a sinner, and this sin is too great 

for any individual to bear. This is the only place the 

Shulchan Aruch uses such language regarding not 

keeping a Halachah. The reason for this is that just as 

when Kayin killed Hevel, he virtually killed a quarter 

of the world’s population, and Hashem told him that 

his sin was too great to bear. So too when one talks 

during Davening, he is not only harming himself, but 

he is harming his family, all the other people in the 

Shul, and their familes as well. When there is talking in 

Shul it causes Hashem’s Shechinah to leave, and this 

causes the Tefilos of the entire Shul to not be heard 

and accepted by Hashem! 
 

Talkers in Shul Have No Portion With Hashem 
Sefer Yesod V’Shoresh Ha’Avodah (Shaar 2:10) writes, that at 

the time a person goes to Shul he should be committed to 

accept on himself not to speak any idle talk in Shul 

whatsoever, Chas V’Shalom, because one who speaks idly in 

Shul transgresses an absolutely overwhelming Aveirah! May 

Hashem spare us from such a sin! The Zohar Ha’kadosh 

writes about this (Terumah 131b): One who speaks idle talk in 

Shul— Woe is to that person who creates a separation 

between himself and Hashem! Woe is to him who diminishes 

the faith in Hashem! Woe is to he who forfeits his portion in 

Hashem, Elokei Yisroel, because by talking idly in Shul, one 

demonstrates that he believes there is no G-d and that 

Hashem can’t be found in a Shul! This person therefore has 

no portion with Hashem! He shows no fear or awe of Hashem 

and conducts himself disgracefully regarding correcting the 

upper worlds! Rav Gamliel Rabbinovitch, Shlit”a, explains 

that when one acts respectfully and properly in Shul he is able 

to positively affect the Heavenly Spheres. By speaking instead 

of Davening, one disrespectfully misses this great opportunity! 
 

The Tefilah of the Tosfos Yom Tov 

Rav Yom Tov Lippman Heller, zt”l, the Rav of 

Cracow and the author of the Tosfos Yom Tov, 

composed a special prayer, a Mi Shebayrach, 

specifically for those who refrain from talking 

during Davening.  The Tefilah of the Tosfos Yom 

Tov was composed during the Chmelnieki 

Massacres 1648-1649 (Gzeiras Tach v’Tat) where 

some 300,000 Jews were murdered by the 

Cossacks. The Chida explains that it was revealed 

to the Tosfos Yom Tov from Shamayim through a 

dream, that the cause of this terrible tragedy was 

the sin of talking in Shul! We still recite the special 

Mi Shebayrach to this day in many communities 

throughout the world. Rav Chaim Kanievsky, 

Shlit”a, advised that saying this Tefilah  

is a good thing to do! 

The Tefilah: May the One who blessed our 

Forefathers, Avraham, Yitzchok and Yaakov, 

Moshe and Aaron, Dovid and Shlomo, may He 

bless all who guard their mouths and tongues and 

do not speak during the time of Davening. May 

HaKadosh Baruch Hu protect them from all trouble 

and misfortune, and from all plague and illness, 

and extend to them all the blessings which are 

found in the Torah of Moshe Rabbeinu and in all 

the books of the Neviim and Kesuvim. May they 

merit seeing their children live, thrive, and grow in 

Torah, see them to their marriage under the 

Chupah, and to the performance of good deeds, and 

to constantly serve Hashem our G-d in truth and 

purity, and let us respond ‘Amein’! 

 

A man once called up Rav Shimshon Pincus, zt"l, and said that he 

had not been blessed with children in twenty years of being married, 

and he requested to meet with Rav Pincus to get a Brachah from 

him. Rav Pincus said that he would be pleased to meet with him, and 

that he would pick the man up in his car at a specified location. 

Puzzled, the man said that he did not want to bother Rav Pincus for a 

ride anywhere, he just wanted to meet him for a Brachah at a place 

where it was the easiest for Rav Pincus. Rav Pincus said he would 

only agree to meet if he picks the man up. Seeing that there was no 

other option, the man agreed and went to meet Rav Pincus at the 

specified location and time. He got into Rav Pincus’ car, and the Rav 

drove him out to a secluded forest area, where he stopped the car and 

said “Okay, let’s go out.” Outside,   Rav Pincus said, “I want you to 

Daven to Hashem here, in the peaceful forest where there are no 

distractions, and ask Hashem for a child. I will be back in a half 

hour.” Further puzzled, the man said he really only wanted to meet 

with Rav Pincus for a Brachah, not a trip to go Daven in some place. 

Rav Pincus looked at him and said, “Over the last twenty years, you 

have been to every doctor, and seen every Rav. Now you are going to 

ask Hashem for help. I will be back in a half hour.” With that,      

Rav Pincus got in his car and drove away. A half hour later,          

Rav Shimshon returned and found the man sitting on a rock, waiting 

for him. Rav Pincus said, “This was not what I meant by asking 

Hashem for help. I want you to ask him with all your heart. I will be 

back in another half hour,” and drove away again. When he returned, 

Rav Pincus could not find the man. He searched a little, and found 

him standing behind one of the trees. The man’s face was red from 

crying and full of emotion. His eyes were red and tears were flowing 

down his cheeks. Rav Pincus said, “Okay, now we can go.” One year 

later, the man was blessed with a child! 
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The Novominsker Rebbe said that the effort that we make to stop talking in Shul, will be 

a Zechus to arouse Hashem’s mercy to end all the problems that Klal Yisroel is suffering! 

 



 

Much has been written about this terrible Aveirah: 
 

◆The Shulchan Aruch HaRav (124:10 quoting the Zohar  in Parashas 
Terumah) says that one who talks while the Tzibbur is praising Hashem 
Yisborach, for example, during Chazaras HaShatz, is showing that he 

wants no part in the praising of Hashem. 
 

 

◆The Mishnah Brurah (124:27 quoting the Elya Rabbah) states, 

“Woe is to those that talk during Chazaras HaShatz, as many Shuls 

throughout Jewish history have been destroyed due to this sin. 
 

 

◆The Mogen Avraham (151) writes that many Shuls have been turned 

into churches due to the fact that talking took place in those Shuls. 
 

 

◆The Chasam Sofer (Drashos Vol. 2, Drashah for 7 Av) notes that 

one who talks during Davening makes his mouth impure, and when he 

then Davens with this mouth, it is as if he is doing  

Avodah Zarah — serving idols. 
 

 

◆Sefer Mei’Am Loez (Parshas Bamidbar) writes that one who talks 

during Davening has no portion in Olam Haba, the World to Come. 
 

 

◆The Rebbe of Gur, the Imrei Emes, zt”l, was known to have said that 

the tragedy of the holocaust that befell the Jewish people and cost us 

6,000,000 lives, was brought about due to the sin of talking during 

Davening, and the reason the Sephardic communities were for the most 

part spared, was due to their being scrupulous in not talking during 

Davening (quoted in Sefer Tuvecha Yabiu, Vol. 2 Page 321). 
 

 

◆Sefer Yesh Nochlin (from the father of the Shl”a Ha’kadosh) and 

Rav Ovadia Yosef (Yabia Omer, Vol. 1, 10:11) both comment that 

talking during Davening is delaying the Geulah, the final  Redemption, 

and the arrival of Moshiach. 
 

 

◆Sefer Yesh Nochlin adds that talking during Davening is the worst 

Aveirah a Jew can do. It causes the Yetzer Hara to become empowered 

over the person, and one who talks during Davening is a sinner who 

causes others to follow in his ways and sin as well,  

and has degraded the Glory of Hashem. 
 

 

◆The Mishnah Brurah writes (124:27) that every Shul should 

appoint a G-d fearing and committed person to be a Mashgiach over 

those who talk during Davening, and Sefer Birchas HaBayis (Sha’ar 

42) adds that when the congregation supports and assists this 

Mashgiach, they will merit to have their Tefilos answered. 
 

 

◆The Chasam Sofer  writes, “One who speaks during Chazaras 
HaShatz causes the Shechinah to leave Klal Yisroel, and it is as if he 

sinned with Avodah Zarah.” (Drush Chasam Sofer, Vol. 2 page 309b) 
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Rabbi Yechiel Spero once related the following 

powerful story. Ruchi Friedman was married for 

seventeen years and was not yet blessed with 

children. She spent many nights crying to Hashem 

for a child, but over all those long years the 

Brachah did not come. One Shabbos, her husband 

Boruch had come home earlier than usual and had 

found her crying on the couch. She had always 

tried her best to hide her tears, but now she had 

been ‘caught’. Boruch felt terrible for her, and 

suggested that they go again for a Brachah, so he 

set off to visit the Stoliner Rebbe. The Rebbe 

greeted Boruch warmly and listened to his story, 

then he thought for a moment. He looked up and 

told Boruch about the Zechus of answering 

“Amein” and “Amein Yehei Sh’mei Rabbah”, and 

then he suggested something very unusual. He said, 

“If one Yehei Sh’mei Rabbah can destroy an evil 

decree, then just imagine what many of them can 

do.” Boruch did not understand. The Rebbe 

explained that there is nothing more precious to 

Hashem than the sounds of Amein from little 

children. He then told Boruch to prepare little 

packages of candy, and any child who would 

answer Amein loudly, would be given a package 

after Davening, and in that Zechus, maybe they 

would merit being blessed with a child. Boruch and 

Ruchi took the advice of the Rebbe, and with tears 

in her eyes, Ruchi put together thirty little paper 

bags filled with candy. That Erev Shabbos, Boruch 

walked into Shul with the large bag of candy. Little 

notes had been given to the children in the 

neighborhood telling them how they could earn a 

bag of candy for answering Amein as best as they 

could, with as much Kavanah as they were able to. 

At Davening, the Chazzan began to say the first 

Kaddish and the congregation erupted with Amein 

Yehei Sh’mei Rabbah! The adults seemed to have 

been inspired by the children’s excitement, and 

joined in responding slowly, loudly, and with 

concentration. The singing of Lecha Dodi that 

night was even more meaningful and beautiful than 

usual, and at the end of Maariv all the children 

lined up to get their candy. Boruch left the Shul that 

night smiling, and he went home and described the 

Davening to his wife. Could a few children’s 

Ameins really make a difference? One year later, 

amazingly, Ruchi and Boruch were blessed with a 

baby boy, and the Stoliner Rebbe was invited to be 

the Sandek at the Bris. This is the power of Amein! 

 
 

 בס"ד
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Talking during Davening causes a Chillul Hashem, since it unfortunately lends support to 

the widely held perception that non-Jews are more careful than Jews to maintain proper 

decorum in their house of worship (Aruch HaShulchan 124:12) 
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The Power Of Amein 

The word ‘Amein’ is a very powerful word. It 

shows that we agree with the meaning behind 

the words of the Brachah that was said and that 

we acknowledge that Hashem is in charge of 

everything. The reward for answering Amein is 

too great to even comprehend, especially when 

we listen with Kavanah to the Brachah being 

recited, and answer Amein loudly and with 

proper Kavanah. In fact, the Gemara teaches 

(Brachos 53b) that the one who answers Amein 

is greater than the one who says the Brachah! 
 

Pearls of Wisdom… A Word for the Ages 
Rav Moshe Aharon Stern, zt”l, Rosh Yeshivah of 

Kaminetz, related that once he was in America and 

traveled far to get to a certain wedding, and when 

he got there, he realized that he forgot his 

invitation. When he tried to enter the wedding hall, 

the guard at the door stopped him and asked to see 

his invitation. Rav Stern said, “I don’t have it. I 

forgot it in the house.” The guard said, “If you 

don’t have an invitation, you can’t enter”, and the 

guard would not let him enter. He wouldn’t listen 

to any pleading, despite the fact that he travelled so 

far. “No entrance without an invitation!” Rav Stern 

said that he learned a valuable Mussar Haskel from 

this, a lesson for life. The Gemara says (Shabbos 

119b) that whoever answers Amein with all his 

strength, the entrance to Gan Eden will be opened 

for him. The entrance pass to Gan Eden is 

answering Amein! Can one fathom that a person 

comes to this world for approximately 70 years, 

does Mitzvos, but does not answer Amein 

appropriately?! After 120 years when he goes up to 

the next world and wants to enter Gan Eden, they 

will not let him in because he doesn’t have the 

entrance pass! That is, he didn’t answer Amein 

properly to Brachos! If one would be talking 

during davening and not answering Amein, how 

will he earn his pass to enter Gan Eden?! 
 

The Power Of Amein Yihei Sh’mei Rabbah 

The power of answering Amein Yehei Sh'mei Rabbah 

is strong enough to change a person’s Mazal. Chazal 

relate (Shabbos 119b), “When a person answers Amein 

Yehei Sh’mei Rabbah, even a decree of seventy years is 

torn up.” The Maharal explains (Nesivos Olam, 1) that 

“a decree of seventy years” refers to the Mazal that a 

person is born with, since seventy years symbolizes the 

human life span. Just by properly saying Amein Yehei 

Sh’mei Rabbah one time, a person is able to change the 

Mazal that he was born with; whether he will be rich or 

poor, clever or foolish, have a troubled life or one filled 

with serenity, or whether he will live many years or not.  

The Gemara (Shabbos 119b) says that one who 

answers Amein Yehei Sh’mei Rabbah with all his strength 

annuls bad decrees and gets forgiven for all his sins. 

Rashi writes that this means that one should say it with 

as much Kavanah as possible. According to Tosefos, “all 

one’s strength” means to say it loudly. The Zohar 

(Parashas Noach) states that when Klal Yisroel responds 

Amein Yehei Sh’mei Rabbah in a loud voice, HaKadosh 

Baruch Hu becomes filled with compassion and has 

mercy on everyone. The main Kavanah and intent that 

one should have while saying this is that Hashem’s 

Name should be whole and His throne should be whole, 

that Hashem should eradicate the memory of Amalek, 

and that Hashem’s Name should be sanctified in all the 

worlds forever and ever. Furthermore, The Chofetz 

Chaim cites the Medrash that Amein Yehei Sh’mei 

Rabbah causes countless harsh decrees to be annulled 

each day, and he adds that it is impossible to fathom the 

number of salvations that could be brought about for Klal 

Yisroel if the inhabitants of each city were to assemble in 

Shul and Daven together, and respond Amein Yehei 

Sh’mei Rabbah in unison every day. In this way, 

thousands of people could be saved and helped! 

(Michtavei Chofetz Chaim, pp. 167, 169)  

How does this declaration cause evil decrees to be 

torn up? Rav Chaim Volozhiner writes in Sefer Nefesh 

HaChaim that the word Baruch is related to the word 

Bereichah, a spring, and represents an increase and 

expansion. When we say, Amein Yehei Sh’mei Rabbah 

Mevorach, we express the hope that the glory of 

Hashem’s Name be enhanced and expanded L’Olam, in 

this world, U’L’olmei Olmaya, and in the upper spiritual 

realms as well! 

 בס"ד
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Sefer Mikdash Me’at writes (p. 148), “Every person must stand in Shul with awe 

and fear, shaking and trembling as a man standing before a king hoping his requests 

will be granted. One may not enter a Shul with levity or haughtiness, or to 

socialize. If he did so, it would have been preferable for him to have stayed home.” 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 L’Maaseh… A Tale to Remember 
Yaakov was among the top Bochurim in his 

Yeshivah. He excelled in learning, Yiras Shamayim, 

and had refined Middos. It was quite a surprise to 

everyone that Yaakov was having difficulty finding 

his Shidduch. He had been on countless dates, but 

nothing ever seemed to materialize. Yaakov was 

already in his late twenties, and he was beginning to 

despair. Despite this, he continued to learn with 

Hasmadah, diligence. One day, Yaakov went to the 

Bris of his Chavrusah’s son, in the Beis Medrash of 

the Gaon, Rav Yitzchak Hutner, zt”l. After the Bris, 

the attendants crowded around Rav Hutner to greet 

him and receive a Brachah, and Rav Hutner smiled at 

each person as he greeted them. When it was 

Yaakov’s turn to reach Rav Hutner, the Rav stared at 

him with a piercing gaze, and whispered to him that 

Yaakov should meet him privately in his office, as he 

wished to speak with him. Apparently, Rav Hutner 

was able to discern Yaakov’s unspoken distress. 

Yaakov stood by the door of Rav Hutner’s office, 

wondering what Rav Hutner could possibly wish to 

speak with him about. A few minutes passed and Rav 

Hutner arrived, and welcomed Yaakov into his 

office. As soon as the door closed, Yaakov suddenly 

and uncontrollably broke down crying. His emotions 

from years of internalizing his sorrow and loneliness 

were released. There was no need for him to explain 

anything, as Rav Hutner already understood.          

Rav Hutner spoke, “I have a Segulah, that is a 

Mesorah (Tradition), from our Rabbanim, and that is 

to answer ‘Amein Yehei Sh’mei Rabbah’ with all 

one’s energy. He explained that answering ‘Amein 

Yehei Sh’mei Rabbah’ is a Tefilah for the 

magnification of the honor of Hashem, and through it, 

one fulfills the mitzvah of Kavod Hashem, bestowing 

honor on HaKadosh Baruch Hu. It is possible that 

once in your life you desecrated the Name of 

Shamayim, and due to this the Gates of Shamayim 

have been closed to you. When you answer ‘Amein 

Yehei Sh’mei Rabbah’ loudly and with Kavanah, with 

focus and concentration, you are Me’kadesh Sheim 

Shamayim, you sanctify the Name of Hashem! This is 

a tried and tested Segulah. If you persist in following 

it, you will soon merit to stand under the Chupah, and 

if you will continue this practice afterwards, you will 

also merit to make a Bris for your son.” Yaakov was 

overcome with inspiration and Chizuk. He thanked 

Rav Hutner, left the office and returned to 

Yeshivah. On the way, he thought to himself that the 

advice of a Gadol Ha’dor is not only a Segulah, but 

also a Halachic ruling, and a Halachic ruling one 

must fulfill forever. When it was time to Daven 

Minchah, Yaakov began his new efforts to say 

‘Amein Yehei Sh’mei Rabbah’ loudly and with 

Kavanah. In just a few short weeks, Yaakov became a 

Chassan, and a year later, a son was born to him, 

and Rav Hutner was honored as the Sandak! 

(Shiru La'Melech) 
 

Awaken Hashem’s Mercy 
The holy Zohar (Parshas Terumah) teaches that “Amein Yehei 

Sh’mei Rabbah has enormous spiritual power, far beyond that of any 

other acknowledgment of Hashem’s Holiness. When it is said with 

proper concentration and vigor, it can destroy evil forces that result 

from man’s misdeeds and that prevents Hashem’s Splendor from being 

revealed to His children. Amein Yehei Sh’mei Rabbah sanctifies 

Hashem’s Name beyond imagination, and we cannot fathom the good 

this one verse of praise can accomplish. When Amein Yehei Sh’mei 

Rabbah is said with all of one’s energy, Hashem becomes filled with 

compassion, and He has mercy on everyone!”   
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 בס"ד
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The Taz writes (Orach Chaim 55:4) that one who talks idly during Davening  

should not be counted in to make a Minyan. 
 

Pearls of Wisdom… A Word for the Ages 
The Pasuk in Parashas Beshalach says (14:14): ‘Hashem will do 

battle for you, and you will remain silent’. The Chida explains the 

meaning of this: Hashem will cut down your enemies  

in the merit of not speaking in Shul! 

 

The Alter of Kelm, Rav Simcha Zissel Broide, zt”l, taught 

that we must value each and every minute that we have, and 

use our time to grow in Ruchniyus. He illustrated this idea 

and said that it would have been worth it for Hashem to 

create the entire world for 6,000 years only in order that a 

single Jew would say ‘Baruch Hu U’Varuch Sh’mo’ when he 

heard Hashem’s Name in a Brachah. A thousand responses 

of ‘Baruch Hu U’Varuch Sh’mo’ is equal to a single response 

of Amein, while a thousand replies of Amein are equal to a 

single response of ‘Amein Yehei Sh’mei Rabbah’. A thousand 

answers of ‘Amein Yehei Sh’mei Rabbah’ are equal to a 

single word of Torah learning! If this is what a single word of 

learning Torah is worth, imagine how much an entire minute 

of Torah learning is worth, or five minutes, an hour, or    

even longer! 
 

Pearls of Wisdom… A Word for the Ages 
Rav Pinchas HaLevi Horowitz, the Ba’al Hafla’ah, was careful to Daven in 

a Minyan that was comprised of ten ‘Kosher’ people, with those who were 

upright and proper Jews. One time, there were nine people and they were 

waiting for a tenth person to complete the Minyan, and a certain individual 

entered to join them. However, this man was known to be less than 

upstanding in his service to Hashem, and was someone that did not listen to 

the guidance of the Rabbanim. Rav Horowitz told those close by to him 

that they should still wait for another person to come before they started to 

Daven. This individual understood that they didn’t want him to be counted 

in the Minyan, and he said to Rav Horowitz, “Isn’t it true that the 

Chelbanah was a foul smelling spice, and yet it was still included in the 

Ketores Offering in the Bais HaMikdash? If so, I should also be counted as 

part of your Minyan!”  The Rav replied, “It is true that the Chelbanah was 

offered together, however, there were also ten other pleasant smelling 

spices that were mixed in along with it!  

Therefore, we will wait for one more person to join our Minyan!” 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pearls of Wisdom… A Word for the Ages 
The Noda B’Yehuda writes regarding those who 

talk in Shul, “There is no greater rebellion against 

Hashem than by talking in Shul. It is a rebellion 

against the King of the world, in His Sanctuary, and 

in front of Him, and it contaminates the holy 

environment of the Shul.  

It is like the Greeks that defiled the Mizbei’ach  

and erected an idol in the Bais HaMikdash!  

(Drushei HaTzla”ch, Drush 34 for Chanuka, 4) 
 

The Mishnah Brurah (56:1) writes that one 

must be extremely careful not to talk during 

Kaddish or Kedushah, as it says in Masechta 

Derech Eretz, Rebbi Chama met Eliyahu HaNavi 

who had many thousands of camels with him that 

were all loaded with ‘anger and rage’ to distribute 

amongst those who talk during Davening!  

It is written in Sefer Chassidim: Once there 

was a Chassid who saw in his dream a friend that 

had come to him from Olam HaBa after he had 

passed away, and the Chassid saw that his friend’s 

face was green. He asked him: “Why is your face 

green?” The friend answered him: “Because when I 

was in Shul on Shabbos at night, I used to talk after 

Shemoneh Esrei when everyone was saying 

Vayechulu and by Magein Avos, and also during 

Kaddish. As punishment for this, my face is      

now green!” (Mishnah Brurah 56:1) 
 

We Are Being Watched 
In Parashas Balak (24:5), Bilaam, a Rasha, tried to 

curse the Bnei Yisroel, but Hashem caused him to only 

give Brachos. One of his Brachos was the Pasuk of 

‘Mah Tovu Ohalechah Ya’akov, Mishkenosecha 

Yisroel’, ‘How great are your tents, Yaakov, and your 

houses Yisroel’. Rebbi Yochanan, in Masechta 

Sanhedrin (105a), teaches us that this is a reference to 

our Shuls and Batei Midrashim, and in fact, we say this 

Pasuk every morning as we walk into Shul. A Shul is 

the House of Hashem, and we must behave differently 

there because it is a special place. Davening and 

learning Torah can be done much better in a special 

place like this, and one can accomplish more than at 

home. The Mechaber and Mishnah Brurah (Orach 

Chaim Siman 151) teach us to have the proper respect 

and honor for a Shul, and inappropriate behavior is 

worse in a Shul because the Shul has Kedushah. This is 

so specifically on Shabbos, when the whole day is 

Kadosh, a Shul has even more Kedushah than during 

the week. The Mishnah Brurah (583:5) writes that it is 

worse to do an Aveirah on special days like Shabbos 

and Yom Tov, because these days are full of Kedushah. 

The Kaf HaChaim (151:8) describes that on 

Shabbos Kodesh the Aveirah of talking in Shul is 

worse, as it is forbidden to talk idly about matters that 

even pertain to the Shul itself on Shabbos. As the 

Zohar teaches us (Vayakhel 205b), the only words that 

are permissible to speak in a Shul on Shabbos are 

words of praise for Hashem, Davening, and learning 

Torah. One who involves himself in other types of talk 

is desecrating Shabbos and has no portion in the Jewish 

Nation!  

There are two Malachim that are appointed on 

Shabbos to watch over us in Shul, and when they see 

someone talking in Shul, they place their hands on his 

head and say, “Woe to this person who has no 

portion in HaKadosh Baruch Hu!” The reason for 

this, explains the Kaf HaChaim, is that there is no 

comparison to the presence of Hashem’s Shechinah in 

Shul on Shabbos to Its presence during the week. 

Therefore, one should take extreme care to be strict in 

this regard and not talk about any matter in Shul. The 

Rokeiach writes that if one wants to correct this 

Aveirah of regularly talking in Shul, he should fast for 

40 days and undergo Malkus, lashes, each day, and 

from this day forward he should sit in great fear of 

Hashem and Daven with Kavanah, focus and intent, 

and not speak in Shul at all! 

 

Pearls of Wisdom… A Word for the Ages 

It says in Sefer Mateh Moshe (411) in the name 

of the Medrash: A certain Chacham once 

appeared to his student in a dream, and the 

student saw that his Rebbe had a stain on his 

forehead. He asked his Rebbe how he got that 

mark, and the Chacham answered, “It is because 

I wasn’t careful from speaking when the 

Chazzan was saying Kaddish!” 
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Rav Moshe Heineman says that we come to Shul and ask Hashem to rebuild the     

Bais HaMikdash, and then we turn around and talk in Shul, or our cell phones go off 

and disturb other people from their Davening. How will this help rebuild the         

Bais HaMikdash? Why would Hashem listen to these Tefilos? We have enough places    

to go where we can talk and use our cell phones. Does it have to be in Shul also? 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kavod HaTorah 
The Chofetz Chaim writes (Biur Halachah 146:2) 

that in the entire Se’if of 146:2, the Mechaver says 

that it is forbidden to talk during the reading of the 

Torah, and this is an open rebuke to those people who 

forfeit their souls and talk idly away during the Torah 

Laining. If it is forbidden to talk when the Sefer Torah 

is rolled closed, how much greater is the Aveirah 

when the Sefer Torah is open?! It is a disgrace when 

one turns his ears away from hearing the word of 

Hashem! His Aveirah is too great a burden to carry! 

The Gemara teaches that if one walks out of Shul 

during Laining, it is as if he is abandoning Hashem. 

How much more so does it apply to this person who is 

standing in Shul and refuses to listen to the Torah 

being read! The Chofetz Chaim says, “Praiseworthy is 

one who gives honor to the Torah,” and, “One who 

honors Hashem will himself be honored!” 
 

 

It Goes So Far… 
The Shulchan Aruch writes (90:12) that it is a Mitzvah to run when 

one is going to Shul, and the Mishnah Brurah writes (90:40) that we learn 

from here that one should certainly be careful not to stand around outside 

Shul and talk idly with one’s friends, as this will cause one to come late to 

Shul and miss Barchu and Kedushah. Sefer Yesod V’Shoresh HaAvodah 

(Shaar HaAshmores 7) also comments that when one is walking to Shul 

for Davening, it is good for one not to speak with anyone, even simple 

matters, because one might get caught up in the conversation and end up 

coming late to Shul and miss answering Amein Yehei Sh’mei Rabbah or 

miss Davening with the Tzibbur. One will find that just a little 

conversation before Davening on the way to Shul will cause him to lose 

out on many great things! 
 

Hashem Wants Our Tefilos 
In Parashas Bereishis we learn how Hashem 

cursed the snake by providing him with food to 

eat from the dust of the earth for all of his days. 

The holy Sfas Emes asks how this could possibly 

be a curse? The snake has been guaranteed easy 

sustenance for his entire life! He doesn’t ever 

have to toil for his food, and he always has an 

abundance of food wherever he goes.  

The Sfas Emes answers that because Hashem 

loves us, He desires to have a close relationship 

with us, and He wants to hear from us to talk to 

Him— constantly. Hashem wants us to beseech 

Him for whatever we may be lacking, and then 

He will provide us with our needs. The reason 

Hashem withholds things from us, is so that we 

will reach out to Him, and in doing so, it will 

foster and cultivate a closer relationship with 

Him. It is this connection and this relationship 

that Hashem desires, and there is no greater show 

of love, and no greater merit and blessing, than to 

be given the opportunity to speak to and attach 

ourselves to our Creator. The snake was cursed 

with an unlimited supply of food to eat because 

Hashem wanted nothing to do with the snake 

anymore. Hashem was saying to the snake, “Take 

all the food you need and don’t call out to Me for 

all of your days, because I don’t desire a 

relationship with you!” There is no greater curse 

than to be made so self-sufficient that one has no 

need to reach out to Hashem anymore, like the 

snake does. The fact that we have to ask Hashem 

for everything we need shows that Hashem wants 

us to be close to Him!  
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Pearls of Wisdom… A Word for the Ages 
A father of a special needs child once commented to his Rav after  

a particularly noisy Davening: 

“It seems that some people just don’t have what to daven for.” 
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The Reishis Chachmah writes (Shaar HaKedushah 14) that one must be careful not to 

speak when the Chazzan repeats Shemoneh Esrei. Rather, he should concentrate on 

what the Chazzan is saying and answer Amein. He should turn his eyes downward and 

his heart upward, exactly as if he was saying Shemoneh Esrei himself! 

 

Pearls of Wisdom… A Word for the Ages 
There was a certain Shul in New York where the talking during Davening 

and Laining was out of control. The Rav of the Shul had spoken to his 

congregation about this many times. He spoke to their hearts about how great 

the Aveirah was, but it did not help. One Shabbos, they had just taken out the 

Torah and started Laining, and the Shul was as noisy as ever with everyone 

talking. The Rav got very upset, and he went up to the Bimah and stopped the 

Laining. He rolled up the Sefer Torah, put the cover on, picked up the Torah 

and put it back in the Aron HaKodesh! He then announced that there will no 

longer be a disgrace to an open Sefer Torah, and Laining was canceled because 

of all the talking. He then told the Chazzan to start Tefilas Mussaf. The 

congregation learned their lesson from this, and from that point on there was no 

more talking during Davening or Laining. However, the Rav started to feel 

badly about what he had done, questioning himself if he did the right thing, so 

he sent a letter to Rav Yitzchak Zilberstein, Shlit”a, and asked him if he had 

acted correctly, or perhaps he was wrong in his actions. Rav Zilberstein 

answered that the Laining was already cancelled by all the talking, and what he 

did was only a cancellation of something that was cancelled! There was nothing 

wrong since no one would have fulfilled the Mitzvah of hearing the Laining 

anyway, and in fact, he accomplished much more because the talking had 

stopped, and they were now able to fulfill the Laining properly in the future. 

Rav Zilberstein told him that he did a great thing for his Shul! Rav Zilberstein 

adds that he showed the letter to Rav Elyashiv, zt”l, who also praised the Rav 

as having acted righteously. Rav Elyashiv said that what the Rav did by putting 

the Torah away was similar to Moshe Rabbeinu when he broke the Luchos 

because of the Eigel. It was Kavod HaTorah to put the Torah away in the Aron, 

and prevent people from disgracing it by talking during Laining! 

 

The Kaf HaChaim writes (151:8): It says in Sefer Pesach Einayim that 

if one talks idle chatter in Shul, it is better that he doesn’t even come 

at all, because he is a sinner and is causing others to sin along with 

him. It is written is Shaar HaKavanos (4a), that the Arizal says he has 

seen his Rebbe was extremely careful to not speak at all in a Shul, 

even not at times of Davening. He wouldn’t give words of Mussar or 

rebuke or answer questions in a Shul, as a precaution. He wouldn’t 

speak permissible words of learning, because he didn’t want to get 

drawn into speaking regular words either! 
 

 בס"ד



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In The Zechus of Not Talking 

Rav Avigdor Miller, zt”l, had a very close Talmid, 

Rav Avraham Shlomo Yavo, who is the Rav of Nitei 

Avigdor in Williamsburg. When Rav Avigdor’s wife 

passed away, Rav Yavo delivered a eulogy at the 

Levayah. Afterwards, a man came over to him and 

said, “I have a story to tell you, and I’d like for you to 

please tell it to your Shul. Several years ago,” he 

began, “I was diagnosed with a serious illness, and the 

doctors had given up all hope for me. They told me that 

‘it was just a matter of time’ and there was nothing 

more they could do for me. Shattered, I went to       

Rav Avigdor Miller to ask him for a Brachah. He 

asked me, ‘Where do you Daven?’ When I told him 

where I went to Shul, he asked, ‘Do they talk during 

Davening there?’ I admitted that they did. Rav Avigdor 

said to me, ‘Don’t step into that Shul ever again!’    

Rav Avigdor instructed, ‘Even if you Daven perfectly, 

your Tefilos are trapped by those people who talk 

during Davening, and they cannot ascend to Shamayim. 

Look for another Shul where they don’t talk!’ 

“I followed his advice, and several weeks later I 

went back to the doctor for a follow up visit. After a 

few repeat scans, the doctors thought I was a different 

person! Miraculously, the illness was disappearing!” 

Rav Yavo thanked the man for sharing his story with 

him, and assured him he would give over that lesson 

from Rav Avigdor Miller. That Simchas Torah in    

Rav Yavo’s Shul, they were just about to begin        

Kol HaNe’orim, the Aliyah with all the children 

gathered around the Bimah. Just then, with all the 

children already standing under the Tallis that was 

being held over their heads, a member of the Shul 

approached Rav Yavo with his son and begged him for 

a Brachah. He said, “Rebbe, my son was recently 

diagnosed with a terrible illness, and the doctors say 

that the prognosis is not good.” With tears in his eyes, 

Rav Yavo gave the child a Brachah, and he wondered 

what more he could do for him. Suddenly, Rav Yavo 

remembered the story he had heard about Rav Avigdor 

Miller, and as soon as the Aliyah of Kol HaNe’orim 

was over, with all the children still standing there, he 

gave a clop on the Bimah and told everyone that there 

was a child in the crowd that has a terrible illness. He 

told them the story about how Rav Avigdor Miller 

advised the sick man to find a different Shul to Daven 

in because the talking in that Shul was not allowing his 

Tefilos to ascend up to Hashem. Rav Yavo said, “We 

are about to start the Torah from the beginning, and 

read Parashas Bereishis. Let’s accept upon ourselves 

to make an extra effort not to talk during Davening and 

Laining for the next year, as a special Zechus for this 

sick child!” Everyone agreed. Three months later, the 

father of this boy came running over to Rav Yavo and 

said “The doctor just informed me that the disease is 

completely gone! It’s a miracle! Baruch Hashem my 

son is entirely cured!!!” 
 

 

 

◆The difficulties that one experiences in life with regard to 

children, health and Parnassah derive from the sin of speaking 

during Davening. (Piskei Teshuvos 124:7,  

Iggeres Rav Dov Ber, son of The Shulchan Aruch HaRav) 
 

 

◆When one speaks during Chazaras HaShatz, not only has 

one caused that his own Tefilos will not be accepted, but one 

has also caused that the Tefilos of others will not be accepted! 

Therefore, if one knows about himself that he will be unable to 

remain silent in Shul, it is better that he should not come to 

Shul at all so that he not be a sinner who causes others to sin! 

(Piskei Teshuvos 124:7,  

Yaaros D’vash Drush 7, Olelos Efraim vol.4, pg.3) 
 

 

◆The father of the Sh”lah Ha’kodosh stated,  

“I swear, amongst all of the Aveiros, I have not found any as 

terrible as one who purposely speaks in Shul and thereby 

humiliates the honor of Hashem, and he is as bad as Yeravam 

ben Nevat who sinned with Avodah Zara and caused others to 

sin, and this sin holds back the coming of Moshiach!”  

(Piskei Tshuvos 124:7, Sefer Yesh Nochalin) 
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Pearls of Wisdom… A Word for the Ages 
Two Poskim were asked as to what is the cause for 

our Tefilos not making it up to Shamayim. Rav Moshe 

Sternbuch, Rosh Av Bais Din of the Eidah HaChareidis of 

Yerushalayim, answered that it is due to not being careful 

enough regarding issues of Shatnez, as it says in the  

Zohar Ha’kadosh, when one wears Shatnez, his Tefilos 

will not ascend. Rav Shmuel HaLevi Wosner, author 

of Shevet HaLevi and Rosh Yeshivah of Yeshivah 

Chachmei Lublin, said a different reason for this. Rav 

Wosner said that our talking during Davening, and our 

being busy with other things during Davening that are not 

related to Tefilah, including ringing cellphones, is what 

causes our Tefilos not to make it up to Shomayim! Rav 

Wosner added that if we would just stop talking 

during Davening, it would be the end of people getting 

sick with cancer!!! Rachmana Litzlan!!! 

 

 בס"ד

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ _________________________________________

_ 

It is it written in the Tzavah, the last will and 

testament, of the Shomer Emunim, that those that 

guards themselves from speaking at the time of 

Tefilah, receive reward equal to the entire world! 

 



 

 

 

The Halachos of Talking During Davening 
Rabbi Doniel Neustadt writes that one of the serious 

flaws in our society today is the lack of proper decorum in 
Shul, especially on Shabbos and Yom Tov. While 
socializing in Shul is not a new problem and certainly 
most, if not all people who go to Shul are aware of the 
prohibition against talking during Davening, still, a great 
deal of talking goes on anyway, either from force of habit 
or out of disregard for the Halachah. In fact, Rav Avraham 
ben HaRambam reports that this problem was so 
widespread in Egypt during his father’s time that he 
decided to eliminate Chazaras HaShatz altogether! (See 
Yechaveh Da’as 5:12). Today, when the Power of Prayer is 
needed more than ever, we must find new ways to 
eradicate this scourge from our midst. 

Ideally, there should be no talking in Shul from the 
beginning to the end of Davening, and this should be the 
long term goal of every congregation. There are a number 
of Halachic reasons for this. The Shulchan Aruch rules that 
idle talk is forbidden in Shul even when prayers are not 
being recited (Orach Chaim 151:1). Idle talk includes 
conversation about one’s livelihood or other essential 
needs (Mishnah Brurah 151:2). Nowadays there is some 
room for leniency concerning such talk, since some 
Rishonim rule that Shuls are generally built with a 
"precondition", allowing them to be used for essential 
matters other than Davening  (Aruch HaShulchan 151:5). 
During a scheduled Davening session, one may not 
separate himself from the Tzibbur and engage in idle talk 
(Rama, Orach Chaim 68:1, 90:18. See Shulchan Aruch 
HaRav 124:10, who writes that talking while the 
congregation is praising Hashem is a form of blasphemy!). 
Talking during Davening causes a Chillul Hashem, since it 
unfortunately lends support to the widely held perception 
that non-Jews are more careful than Jews to maintain 
proper decorum in their house of worship (Aruch 
HaShulchan 124:12). When one is wearing his Tefillin, he 
should refrain from idle talk (Mishnah Brurah 44:3).  

During certain portions of Davening, talking is 
prohibited for additional reasons as well. Sometimes 
talking is considered a Hefsek, an "interruption", which 
may invalidate the portion of Davening which is being 
interrupted, while at other times talking is prohibited 
because the congregation must give its undivided 
attention to that part of the Davening. In the following 
paragraphs we will discuss the various sections of 
Davening in their order, the degree of the prohibition 
against talking in each section, and the reasons behind 
the prohibition.  
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The Chofetz Chaim: “It is impossible to comprehend the number of salvations 

that could be brought about for Klal Yisrael if everyone were to assemble in Shul and 

Daven together, and respond Amein Yehei Sh’mei Rabbah in unison every day!” 

 

  BETWEEN BIRCHOS HA’SHACHAR and  
BARUCH SHE’AMAR: There is no specific Halachah 

which prohibits talking, however, all the 
aforementioned reasons still apply. 

  DURING KADDISH: Talking is strictly forbidden, as one 
must pay full attention so that he can properly 
answer Amein, Amein Yehei Sh’mei Rabbah, etc.  

(Mishnah Brurah 56:1) 
  DURING PESUKEI D’ZIMRAH: Unless there is an 

emergency, it is forbidden to talk during this time as 
it would constitute an interruption between the 
blessing of Baruch She’amar and the blessing of 
Yishtabach (Orach Chaim 51:4, Mishnah Brurah 6,7). 

  BETWEEN YISHTABACH and BARCHU: It is permitted to 
talk for a pressing Mitzvah need only.  

(Mishnah Brurah 54:6) 
  BETWEEN BARCHU and YOTZER OHR or  

HA’MA’ARIV ARAVIM: It is strictly forbidden to talk.  
(Orach Chaim 57:2, Mishnah Brurah 236:2) 

  DURING BIRCHOS K’RIAS SHEMA and SHEMA: It is 
strictly forbidden to talk, as it would be considered 
an interruption in the middle of a blessing, which 
may invalidate the blessing.  

(Orach Chaim 65:1, 66:1 with Mishnah Brurah) 
  BETWEEN GA’AL YISRAEL and SHEMONEH ESREI: It is 

strictly forbidden to talk, since it would interrupt 
the all-important connection between Geulah and 
Tefilah (Orach Chaim 66:7). 

  DURING SHEMONEH ESREI: It is strictly forbidden to 
talk, as it constitutes an interruption in Davening 
(Orach Chaim 104:1). If one spoke inadvertently 
during one of the blessings of Shemoneh Esrei, he 
must repeat the blessing (Mishnah Brurah 104:25). 

  AFTER SHEMONEH ESREI: It is forbidden to talk if it will 
disturb the concentration of others who are still 
Davening (Orach Chaim 123:2). 

  DURING CHAZARAS HA’SHATZ: It is strictly forbidden 
to talk since one must pay full attention so that he 
can answer Amein properly. [It is permitted, 
however, for a Rav to answer a Halachic question 
that is posed to him during Chazaras HaShatz (Aruch 
HaShulchan 124:12)] One who talks during Chazaras 
HaShatz is called "a sinner whose sin is too great to 
be forgiven!” (Orach Chaim 124:7) The Poskim 
report that several Shuls were destroyed on account 
of this sin! (Mishnah Brurah 124:27). 

  DURING KEDUSHAH: It is strictly forbidden to talk. 
Total concentration is mandatory.  

(Rama, Orach Chaim 123:2, Mishnah Brurah 56:1) 
Continued on the next page 

 בס"ד



 

  DURING NESIAS KAPAYIM, DUCHANING (BIRCHAS KOHANIM): It is 
forbidden to talk, as complete attention must be paid to the Kohanim. 

(Orach Chaim 128:26, Be’er Heitev 46, Mishnah Brurah 102) 
  BETWEEN CHAZARAS HA’SHATZ and TACHANUN: It is inappropriate to 

talk, since ideally there should be no interruption between 
Shemoneh Esrei and Tachanun (See Mishnah Brurah 51:9, 131:1). 

  BETWEEN TACHANUN and K’RIAS HA’TORAH: There is no specific 
prohibition against talking. 

  DURING K’RIAS HA’TORAH: It is strictly forbidden to engage in either 
idle talk or Divrei Torah during K’rias HaTorah (Orach Chaim 146:2, 
Mishnah Brurah 5). One who speaks at that time is called "a sinner 
whose sin is too great to be forgiven (Biur Halachah 146:2 s.v. 
V'Hanachon, who roundly condemns such people!). Some Poskim 
prohibit talking as soon as the Torah scroll is unrolled (Mishnah 
Brurah 146:4. See, however, Kitzur Shulchan Aruch 23:8 and Aruch 
HaShulchan 146:3 who disagree). 

  BETWEEN ALIYOS: There are several views regarding this. Some Poskim 
prohibit talking completely (Orach Chaim 146:2, Mishnah Brurah 2, 
Kitzur Shulchan Aruch 23:8), while others permit discussing Divrei 
Torah only (Bach, as understood by the Mishnah Brurah 146:6, and 
many Poskim), while others are even more lenient (Machatzis 
HaShekel, Aruch HaShulchan, and Shulchan HaTahor maintain that 
the Bach permits even idle talk between Aliyos. See also Pri Chadash 
who permits conversing. Obviously, they refer to the type of talk 
which is permitted in Shul and on Shabbos). 

  DURING HAFTARAH and ITS BLESSINGS: It is forbidden to talk, as one 
must pay undivided attention (Orach Chaim 146:3, 284:3). 

  BETWEEN K’RIAS HA’TORAH and THE END OF DAVENING: There is no 
specific prohibition against talking. 

  DURING HALLEL: It is forbidden to talk. Doing so constitutes an 
interruption of Hallel (Orach Chaim 422:4, Biur Halachah s.v. Aval). 

  KABBOLAS SHABBOS: There is no specific prohibition against talking, 
but all the reasons mentioned above apply. 

  DURING VAYECHULU and MAGEIN AVOS: It is forbidden to talk.  
(Orach Chaim 268:12, Mishnah Brurah 56:1) 

  Note: From a Halachic point of view, it is important to distinguish 
between those portions of the Davening where talking is prohibited 
because of Hefsek (e.g. Birchos K’rias Shema and Shema, Shemoneh 
Esrei, Kedushah, Hallel), where not even a single word is permitted 
to be uttered regardless of "need," and those portions where the 
prohibition against talking is based on the requirement of paying 
attention to the Davening or because of Shul decorum (e.g. Kaddish, 
Chazaras HaShatz), where an exception can be made when a special 
need arises, allowing one to quietly utter a few words (See Salmas 
Chaim 38, and written Responsum by HaRav Chaim Kanievsky (Ishei 
Yisrael #206), based on Mishnah Brurah 125:9). 

  The following statement, authored by Rav Shimon Schwab (Selected 
Writings, p. 230) sums up the Torah viewpoint on this subject:  

"For Hashem’s sake, let us be quiet in the Bais HaKnesses! Our 
reverent silence during the Tefilah will speak very loudly to Him 
Who holds our fate in His hands. Communicating with Hashem 
is our only recourse in this era of trial and tribulations. There is 
too much ugly noise in our world today. Let us find peace and 
tranquility while we stand before Hashem in Prayer!" 
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Sefer Imrei Shammai explains that a person's life span can be calibrated by the number 

of words it was decreed that he would speak in his lifetime.  

Therefore, someone who minimizes his idle conversation is in effect prolonging his life! 

 

 

 

 

Hashem’s House 
Rabbi Moshe Tuvia Lieff once said the 

following story about an aged Torah scholar in 

Bnei Brak. After Shul each day, a younger Kollel 

man would always walk with this man on his way 

home. One day, the older man began crying 

uncontrollably. The young man asked what was 

wrong, and he was told a very strange story. The 

older man said, “Recently two men had entered 

someone’s apartment. Apparently, the person 

living there had not closed the door when he came 

home, and they walked in while he was in a back 

room. The two intruders began speaking with each 

other. They couldn’t see the one that lived there, 

but he was able to hear them. They were talking 

loudly about this man’s children, saying how it was 

such a shame that the man whose apartment they 

had entered was completely unaware of how his 

own children and grandchildren were off the 

Derech and completely not doing important 

Mitzvos properly! One of the intruders actually 

took the house phone in the outer room and called 

another friend, and continued to speak of how 

badly the resident’s children were behaving!” The 

elderly man in tears said to the younger man 

walking with him, “How would you feel, if in your 

own home strangers would just barge in and start 

speaking badly about your children and 

grandchildren?” The younger man said, “That is 

outrageous! I’ll put a stop to it, just tell me who 

those strangers were!” The elderly man said, “You 

yourself are among those that just let this happen!  

I saw people in Shul this morning talking Lashon 

Hara, and I saw one of them take out his phone 

and speak more Lashon Hara on it, right in the 

Shul! How can you stand by when strangers come 

to enter the House of HaKodesh Baruch Hu, the 

Shul, and speak badly of Hashem’s children?! How 

do you, or anyone tolerate Lashon Hara, especially 

in a Shul? Would you remain quiet and let this 

happen if this were your own home?!?” 
 

Time for Hashem 

The Sudilkover Rebbe said, “If we are given 22 

and a half hours a day when we are permitted to 

speak with others, why must we infringe on the  

one and a half hours that are set aside solely for 

our conversation with Hashem? Isn’t it 

Hashem alone Who provides for all our needs?  

If we really believe Hashem hears the words we 

say, how could we ever even think of speaking to 

others when we are standing before Him in His 

House? We need to stop speaking to others when 

we are speaking to Hashem!” 
 

http://asimplejew.blogspot.com/2009/08/blog-post.html


 

 

Kedushas Bais HaK’nesses 
Rabbi Yechiel Spero, in a Shiur entitled, “Kedushas Bais 

HaK’nesses: Touched by its Sancity”, he told a story he heard from 

Rav Yeshaya Cheshin that took place in the town of Ostra. A terrible 

plague had broken out and struck down many families with illnesses 

that the doctors were unable to cure. The number of people dying 

was very high and still increasing, without any hope to the terrified 

people of the town. The Rav of the town asked some of the Shul 

officials to keep a look out for strange actions of any of the town’s 

people, that might offer an explanation for this inexplicable 

catastrophe. The suspicion fell on one particular individual in the 

town, whom they noticed acted very strangely at night after most 

people had gone to bed, and in addition to that, this person never 

came to Shul to Daven. The Shul officials were instructed by the 

Rav to follow the individual at night and contact the Rav 

immediately when they saw him doing anything strange.  

Late at night they followed this man as he started walking into 

the forest. At first they were frightened as they thought that perhaps 

he was planning a scheduled meeting with robbers or other 

dangerous men of ill repute, who would be the only ones who travel 

into the forest at night when wild animals of prey roam around. 

They immediately sent someone to tell the Rav, and shortly after, 

the Rav arrived and joined them as they followed this suspicious 

person. Just a short distance into the forest, the Rav and Shul 

officials saw this strange Jew from their community sit on a tree 

stump and start reciting with incredible Kavanah and concentration, 

the Tefilah of Tikun Chatzos, which is about mourning the 

destruction of the Bais HaMikdash. They were overwhelmed by his 

sincerity, but also struck by the fact that it seemed as though a 

second voice was also reciting with heartfelt Kavanah the Tikun 

Chatzos!  

After he had finished, when the man started returning to his 

home in town, the Rav and the Shul officials confronted him. The 

Rav asked “Who was that second voice we heard reciting Tikun 

Chatzos?” The man answered, “Because I say Tikun Chatzos with 

tremendous sincerity, I have the merit to be joined by the heavenly 

voice of Yirimiyahu HaNavi.” The Rav was greatly impressed and 

asked, “Why is it that you don’t come and join us in Shul for 

Davening?” The man responded, “In the morning, I will come to 

Shul for Shacharis, and everything will be explained.” That 

morning, a few minutes after everyone was in Shul, the strange 

townsman entered wearing his Tefilin. Almost immediately, as many 

people turned to stare at him, numerous people began fainting and 

collapsing to the floor! The Rav rushed over to this man and asked 

him what he was doing to the members of the Shul! The man 

answered him, “I never Daven in Shul because I can’t tolerate the 

talking during Davening and how too many people spoke terrible 

Lashon Hara about others.” He explained, “When I came in to Shul 

for Davening just now, all the people who spoke during Davening 

couldn’t bear to see me wearing Tefilin B’Taharah, with purity, and 

they collapsed from the fright of it. This is why I never come to Shul 

to Daven!” Hearing this, the Rav immediately gave instructions that 

everyone in the community was to stop speaking in Shul and to 

cease talking Lashon Hara. Inexplicably, the plague stopped, and 

those that were ill from it fully recovered!  

Rabbi Yechiel Spero continued in a pained voice and said,       

“I ask you, who doesn’t know of plagues striking people? Does 

anyone not know of someone who is in need of a Refuah Sheleimah, 

or of anyone that is in need of a Shidduch, of people who are in need 

of decent Parnassah, or someone who is in need of blessings to have 

children, or even from the pain of loneliness? Speaking in Shul 

holds back the Brachah and salvation from Hashem! How can 

anyone not take this seriously? I challenge everyone to take it 

upon themselves to stop talking during Davening in Shul!”  

 

Rabbi Spero says that the Gemara tells of a certain Sage in  

Eretz Yisroel who was told that there are old people living in Bavel. 

The Sage was amazed and asked how it was possible for people in 

Bavel to reach ripe old ages? It was explained to him that these were 

individuals who go to Shul early in the morning and they stay late at 

night. The Maharal on this Gemara says that with this explanation, 

the Sage was able to understand that those individuals in Bavel were 

indeed truly worthy of long life.  

“Why is it,” Rabbi Spero asked, “that there are people who when 

they see others in Shul, they get extremely excited and start saying to 

them, ‘Shalom Aleichem!’, even in the middle of Davening, to 

everyone they see. Yet, these same people when out on the street, 

completely ignore those same people who they interrupt their 

Davening to greet?!” He taught, “We all want to be closer to 

HaKodesh Baruch Hu. Yet, what do we do during Chazoras 

HaShatz? If we are good, we are studying Torah, which is 

problematic. We are therefore not talking, but we may be ignoring the 

Shaliach Tzibbur. And if we are bad, we are talking to others and 

speaking Lashon Hara!”  

Rabbi Shimshon Dovid Pincus, zt”l, writes that unfortunately 

when we are Davening, we have no idea of what we can accomplish 

in this physical world, if we truly appreciated what the prayers mean, 

and we have even less of an idea of the Spiritual powers they would 

afford us! Rav Spero concluded with an inspiring story that took 

place in the Otis Federal Penitentiary in upstate New York. For years, 

Sholom Rubashkin, who was convicted in a controversial trial, that 

many legal experts said was seriously flawed and had strong 

overtones of anti-Semitism in how the judge conducted the 

proceeding, was serving his sentence in the Otis Penitentiary.  

A special Sefer Torah had been written in honor of                   

Mr. Rubashkin and permission was obtained for a group of slightly 

more than ten Yidden to come into the federal prison with the Sefer 
Torah, and hold a Hachnosas Sefer Torah celebration for a few hours 

with Sholom Rubashkin. The group was told that the affair had to end 

exactly at 3:30 P.M., and all those visiting the prisoner had to leave at 

that time with their Sefer Torah. For a couple of hours, everyone, 

including Sholom Rubashkin, were dancing ecstatically, rejoicing 

over the new Sefer Torah, as if they were in Shul on Simchas Torah, 

and not in a prison. The guest of honor occasionally looked at his 

watch as he continued to dance, as though he was a Chasan at his 

own wedding. All of a sudden at 3:15 P.M., he called out for 

everyone to please stop dancing. The group called back that they had 

permission to dance until 3:30, and that was in another 15 minutes! 

R’ Sholom Rubashkin answered, “This is the first time in all of the 

two years I have been incarcerated at the Otis Prison, that I have a 

Minyan of Frum Jews who could daven Minchah!” It was such a 

precious opportunity that he didn’t want to lose it, and he begged 

them to stop the dancing, as at 3:30 P.M. the prison officials would 

force them out, and who knew when he would again have a chance to 

daven with a Minyan. The dancing stopped and Sholom Rubashkin 

led the Davening with tremendous Kavanah. As you can imagine, 

nobody talked during that special and unforgettable Minchah Minyan!  

Rabbi Spero said, “Perhaps the inspiration of that unique Minyan 

might inspire all of us not to take our Davening for granted, and to try 

and utilize the great potential it offers us to change our lives and 

those around us for the better!” 
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Sefer HaPanim comments (p. 11) that one who is 

careful not to talk during Davening will be Bentched 

with a long life and have a pleasant old age! 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      Pearls of Wisdom 
                   …A Word for the Ages 
Rabbi Yissachar Frand once spoke about 

how a person must carefully ‘budget his 

utterances’, that is, one must watch how 

many words he speaks. The Medrash 

HaGadol (Shemos 7:9) makes reference to 

a Pasuk in Amos (4:13): “For behold, He 

forms mountains and creates winds; He 

recounts to a person what is his 

conversation (Mah Seicho)...”  

The Medrash states that in this Pasuk, 

Amos is referring to the fact that when 

Hashem creates an individual, He decrees 

upon him how many conversations he will 

have in his life and how many words he 

will speak. The Neshamah is provided 

with an allotment of words before it 

comes down into this world! Once a 

person reaches his ration of words, his 

time is up. The Sefer Imrei Shammai 

explains that a person’s life span can thus 

be calibrated by the number of words it 

was decreed that he would speak in his 

lifetime. Therefore, someone who 

minimizes his idle conversation is in 

effect prolonging his life! Since no one 

wants to be ‘stingy’ with his words when 

he is teaching Torah or speaking in 

matters of learning, where is there a place 

to ‘cut down’ on where he is ‘spending’ 

his words? Obviously, the place to 

economize is in regards to idle speech. 

Rabbi Frand said, “No good ever comes 

out of too much talking. This is axiomatic. 

The more one speaks, the more trouble he 

gets himself into. Now we have an 

incentive to keep quiet. If we viewed 

words the way we view dollars and 

realized that we have a limited number to 

‘spend’, we would be a lot more judicious 

with the words that we use!” 
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How Rav Segal Uses A Siddur 
Rav Yehuda Zev Segal, zt”l, was known to recite each 

and every Brachah with the utmost concentration. He 

used to keep cards in his pocket on which were written the 

various Brachos for foods, so that he could always recite 

them from a written text, and this would help him 

concentrate and have Kavanah. He also recited the 

Brachah of Asher Yatzar from a written text as well. 

Every word of his Davening was recited slowly and 

intensely, as if it were Ne’ilah, the concluding Tefilah of 

Yom Kippur. It happened once that a certain visitor 

wanted to take advantage of this, and he wrote his name in 

the margin of Rav Segal’s Siddur next to the Brachah 

of Atah Chonein in Shemoneh Esrei, so that Rav Segal 

would have him in mind when beseeching Hashem for the 

gift of Torah wisdom. After some time had passed, the 

visitor felt bad about what he had done, and asked 

forgiveness of Rav Segal. Rav Segal told him, “Believe 

me, until this very moment, I was unaware that you had 

written your name in my Siddur. You see, when I Daven, 

I do not permit my eyes to wander anywhere, and I only 

look at the word that I am reciting. I don’t see the margin 

of the page, and I wasn’t aware of your name written 

there, so you have nothing to ask forgiveness for!”  

 

A Story From The Gemara 
There was once a Tzaddik who was Davening on the 

side of the road when an important general came by on 

his horse and greeted the Tzaddik. Since the Tzaddik was 

Davening, he didn’t answer the general. The general got 

upset at being ignored and waited for the Tzaddik to finish 

Davening. When the Tzaddik finished, the general yelled 

at him, “How dare you ignore me! I could have you killed 

for insulting me like that!” The Tzaddik answered in a 

very calm and polite way, and tried to explain himself. He 

asked the general a question: “If you were speaking with a 

king, and your friend came by and said hello to you, 

would you have responded to him?” “Of course not!” 

replied the general, “I would be punished with death if     

I interrupted my conversation with the king!” The Tzaddik 

explained, “That’s why I didn’t respond to you. When I 

am Davening I am having a conversation with Hashem, 

the King of kings! How can I interrupt and start talking 

with a friend?” The general was impressed with the 

explanation, and said, “My friend, your words are true! 

You may continue on your way home. Go in peace!”  

(Brachos 32b).  

[See Orach Chaim 104 for the actual Halachah, that if 

one’s life is in danger he must interrupt his Davening.] 
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Sefer Mikdash Me’at writes that if one will come to Shul and talk during Davening, 

it is better for him to stay home. 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Shul is Closed 

Rabbi Noach Isaac Oelbaum, a Rav in Kew 

Gardens Hills, Queens, has a certain viewpoint 

when it comes to Davening, and that is: you have 

to enjoy the Davening from the very beginning 

until the end, and if there were issues to deal 

with, he refused to accept “that’s the way it is” as 

an explanation. He would say, “If you’re coming 

home from Shul on Shabbos in a bad mood, 

feeling that the experience of Tefilah has been 

frustrating, rather than pleasant and uplifting, 

something is wrong.” When his Shul was just a 

few years old, Rabbi Oelbaum wished to address 

the issue of talking during Davening, because he 

saw that it had become a habit, and he no longer 

felt comfortable with the way things were going.  

One Shabbos he rose to address his 

congregants, and announced that for the next 

coming Shabbos he was officially closing the 

Shul, and the Shul would be locked. He would 

reopen the Shul the following Shabbos, however, 

he told them that only those who were 

committed to not talk during Davening could 

attend. His Shul would be open only for those 

who were interested in following a different path 

of not talking in Shul. As the next Shabbos 

approached and the people realized that he was 

serious about closing the Shul, the Rav started to 

get phone calls. People said that closing their 

Shul was tough for them. They asked if they 

could borrow a Sefer Torah to make a private 

Minyan, so that they don’t have to undergo the 

humiliation of having to Daven somewhere else 

and answer questions about why they were there.  

Rabbi Oelbaum refused. He said he wanted it 

to be serious. He wanted them to face difficult 

questions, and for that Shabbos he went to     

Boro Park. When the Shul reopened the next 

week, people thought there wouldn’t be enough 

people to make a Minyan, but many people came, 

including the regulars ready to begin anew.  

Rabbi Oelbaum said that a Rav needs to 

enjoy Davening in his own Shul, and he got 

encouragement for his efforts from Rav Avigdor 

Miller, who was fully supportive of his idea and 

said that he wished all Rabbanim would             

do the same! 
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The Tefilin of the Ohr HaChaim Ha’kadosh 
There is a story told about the Ohr HaChaim 

Ka’kadosh. When he was about to pass away, his wife 

asked him how she would support herself as they were 

so poor. The Ohr HaChaim told her that a month after he 

passes away, someone will come to buy his Tefilin. The 

Ohr HaChaim instructed her to sell it to him for an 

exorbitant amount, and he will surely pay it, and she will 

be sustained from that money. However, he told her that 

she must make one condition to the sale, and that is, 

when the one buying them would wear them, he has to 

be extremely careful that when he wears them, he must 

maintain their Kedushah, and he should not think about 

anything except for Torah and Tefilah, and to never talk 

Devarim Bateilim, idle words, while they are on him.  

A few days later the Ohr HaChaim passed away, and 

exactly as he said, one month later a man came to buy 

his Tefilin. The Ohr HaChaim’s wife told the man that 

he can buy them on condition that he only be involved in 

Torah and Tefilah while wearing them and never talk 

Devarim Bateilim. The man agreed and paid the large 

amount that she asked for them. 

The first morning that this man wore the Tefilin of 

the Ohr HaChaim, he felt as if he were lifted to a higher 

world. He was able to Daven with Kavanah that he 

never had before, and connect with Hashem as he poured 

out his heart in Tefilah. This went on day after day, until 

one morning a few weeks later, one of his employees 

came running to him in Shul, and said that he was 

needed desperately at the office. The man waved his 

hand at the employee, but the person did not leave. He 

said he needed an answer about what to do, or else come 

in himself immediately. Finally, the man rationalized 

that it was better to answer his worker than to leave Shul, 

so as quickly as he could, he gave a short answer and 

then continued Davening, but it wasn’t the same 

anymore. Something was missing. He couldn’t 

concentrate anymore, his mind wandered, and he didn’t 

feel uplifted, and this man was devastated. He tried day 

after day to regain the quality of his Tefilah, but he 

couldn’t, and he began to wonder if something was 

wrong with the Tefilin.  

One morning after Shacharis, he went directly to the 

town’s Sofer and asked him to check the Tefilin, and he 

watched anxiously as the Sofer carefully opened the 

Batim to remove the Parshiyos. As the Sofer unrolled the 

Klaf, he gasped in amazement, and turned the Klaf to 

show the man, who nearly collapsed. The Klaf was 

completely blank, all the letters were gone! The man 

violated the holiness of the Tefilin by talking Devarim 

Bateilim while wearing them, so the letters of the        

Ohr HaChaim’s Tefilin vanished! 
 

 בס"ד

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Shulchan Aruch (Orach Chaim 124:7): “One may not speak during  

Chazaras HaShatz, and if one talks he is a sinner  

and his Aveirah is too great to bear, and this person should be yelled at!” 
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What is Davening Worth to Me? 

Rav Gamliel Rabbinovitch recently spoke about the 
Aveirah of talking during Davening. He said, “My dear 
friends, In Parashas Toldos we learn that Eisav disgraced 
the Bechorah, the Firstborn rights, and every child 
makes fun of Eisav on how he took his status as a 
Bechor and sold it for a bowl of lentils. In truth, the 
Torah is giving us Mussar from this story. Every person 
has to think about himself if he is not worse than Eisav! 
Eisav sold the Bechorah and he at least received bread 
to eat, lentil soup, and something to drink. Yaakov gave 
him a feast! Yet, we sell Hashem for nothing. If we talk 
in Shul, it says in the Zohar that we are denying 
Hashem’s existence! There is no greater rebellion 
against the Heavenly Kingdom of Hashem than when we 
talk in Shul, and it causes Hashem pain and anguish. 
When your friend comes over and he talks with you 
during Davening, he doesn’t give you anything. Rather, 
he stole an ‘Amein’ from you— he is a murderer! He 
stole a ‘Baruch Hu U’varuch Shemo’ from you, he stole a 
‘B’rich Hu’ from you— this is murder! And you sold it for 
less than the value of a bowl of lentil soup! We have to 
make a clear Cheshbon HaNefesh, an accounting of our 
soul, and ask ourselves, ‘Who is worse: you or Eisav!’  

We know that the measure of good that Hashem 
metes out is five hundred times greater than the 
measure of punishment. The reward in Gan Eden for 
a Mitzvah is 500 hundred times greater than the 
punishment for a sin in Gehenom. A person must 
decide that he will be careful from here on in, and tell 
himself, ‘I DON’T WANT TO BE AN EISAV! I don’t want 
to sell my Olam Haba for nothing! I will answer every 
‘Amein’, every ‘Yehei Sh’mei Rabbah’! I don’t talk 
during Davening!!!’  

In Shulchan Aruch it says about talking in Shul that 
the Aveirah is ‘too great to bear and we scream at the 
sinner”. If you don’t talk in Shul, it will be a great 
‘Zechus’, a great Mitzvah, and in that merit all your 
prayers will be heard. It’s greater than all the Brachos 
from Tzaddikim, all the Tefilos at the graves of 
Tzaddikim, and all the Tehilim that you say! The 
Tefilos that you Daven— that is the main thing! Don’t 
be fools, don’t let others steal from you, you are not 
Eisav! You are not selling for nothing. In that merit 
you will have Brachah and Hatzlachah! I give you a 
guarantee by Hashem Yisborach: he who guards his 
mouth from talking during Davening, Hashem will 
listen to his Tefilos! Amein V’Amein!” 
 

Pearls of Wisdom… A Word for the Ages 
In the sefer ‘Even Chein’ it is brought in the name of the Toldos 

Yaakov Yosef that Rebbe Nachman Kosover used to say, that even 
when one is working at a job trying to make a living and he is 
involved in mundane matters, he should think about Hashem.      

They asked him: “How is it possible to do this?”  
He answered: “Isn’t the opposite done? When people are found in 
Shul, don’t they think about work and earning a livelihood?! To you 
this is possible?!” He continued and he said that this is hinted at in 
the Pesukim (Parashas Vayeira 18:1): “’Hashem appeared to him.’ 

Where did Hashem appear to him? ‘In the Plains of Mamre.’ 
Meaning, that Hashem appears to you, that you think about Him, 

when you are in the Plains of Mamre – busy with mundane matters. 
And how is this possible? I am ‘in the Plains of Mamre’, I am busy! 
The answer is: ‘While he was sitting at the entrance of the tent’ – 
even when you are found in the ‘tent’, in the House of Hashem,       

in Shul, even there you think about mundane matters. You need to 
work on this contradiction!” (Umatuk HaOhr, Bereishis) 

 

Laining is Like Mattan Torah on Har Sinai 
Rabbi Eli Mansour once said that talking in Shul is not only 

against the Halachah, but it is also detrimental to one’s health. He 

relates a story that Rabbi Shlomo Bussu, a grandson of the        

Baba Sali, was once the Baal Koreh in Shul, and while he was 

reading the Torah, he heard some murmuring of people talking 

during the Laining. Before the next Aliyah, he turned around to face 

the congregation and said, “I have to tell you something right now, 

and we cannot continue reading from the Torah until you know this. 

We have a tradition that when we read from the Torah, it is a 

duplication of Matan Torah, when we received the Torah on Har 

Sinai. The Bimah that the Torah is on represents the actual 

mountain of Har Sinai. The Torah is like the Luchos and the one 

reading it, so to speak, is like Hashem saying the Aseres HaDibros, 

and he went on to list other similarities between Laining and Har 

Sinai. The Torah says, and we learn in the Medrash, that by Har 

Sinai, all the sick and injured people were cured. Those who were 

deaf or blind got their hearing and vision back! All diseases were 

healed!” Rabbi Bussu continued, “We further have a tradition that 

every time we read from the Torah, and there is decorum in the 

Shul, it is a Segulah to cure all the people that are present in the 

congregation! Therefore, I ask you, who is going to be so selfish 

that you are going to talk during Laining? Maybe someone came to 

Shul specifically today to hear the Laining, just so he can merit a 

Refuah!” He continued and said, “I have stories where this has been 

tried and tested by congregations, where they all accepted on 

themselves to not speak during Laining from beginning to end, in 

order to help certain sick individuals merit to recover from their 

illnesses, and I can attest that miracles have occurred from this, 

where doctors have given up hope and the patients have still 

recovered! We don’t know what is doing by other people, and we 

can’t be so selfish to take this opportunity of being cured away from 

them!” Rabbi Mansour said, “Not talking during Laining is a 

tremendous Segulah for Refuah, and keeping the proper decorum 

is not only a Refuas HaNefesh, a healing of the soul, but a 

Refuas HaGuf, a healing of the body as well!” 

 

 בס"ד
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A poster seen in a Shul: 

“If you go to Shul to talk, where do you go to Daven?” 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tefilah Brings Salvation  

לקים על הארץ ואדם אין לעבד את האדמה כי לא המטיר ה' א
 )בראשית ב:ה(

For Hashem had not sent rain upon the earth and there was 
no man to work the soil (Bereishis 2:5) 

What is the reason that Hashem had not sent rain after creating the 
earth and all its vegetation? It is because ‘there was no man to work 
the soil,’ and there was none who could recognize the goodness of 
the rains. When Adam came and realized that rain was a necessity 

for the world, he Davened for rain and they came down, and the 
trees and all types of vegetation sprouted. (Rashi) 

The whole world stood and waited for the prayer of Adam. The 

trees and the vegetation, the wild animals and the birds, all of them 

required water in order that they could live. And all of them waited 

until Adam came and Davened to Hashem, and it rained and they 

lived. HaKadosh Baruch Hu waited for the prayer of Adam 

HaRishon. HaKadosh Baruch Hu waits in anticipation for our 

prayers too, in every generation, even today. Good health and 

livelihood, children and Nachas from our children, success and 

wealth, blessings and salvations, are all standing and waiting in 

anticipation— so that we Daven! Gedolei Yisroel try very hard to 

arouse us as to the importance of prayer, on its majesty, and that it is 

the way that we can turn to our Father, our King, to graciously 

endow us with His Brachos. In connection to this, Rav Chaim Sued 

relates a story that happened to Rav Yehuda Adess, Shlit”a.  

Rav Yehuda Adess once flew to Mexico, and in the airport there 

were many Jews waiting for him, as they all wanted Brachos.       

Rav Yehuda greeted them warmly but he did not bless them. He 

said, “I am not fit to give Brachos!” There was a very old man there 

who did not understand Hebrew, he only knew Spanish and Arabic. 

He approached Rav Yehuda and requested in Arabic, “Bless me!” 

But Rav Yehuda did not bless him. The man was insistent and did 

not give up. In every large Shul that Rav Adess visited during his 

stay in Mexico, this elderly man would be found waiting and asking, 

“Bless me!” and Rav Yehuda did not bless him. On the last day 

before flying to Eretz Yisroel, that man came to the hotel of the Rav, 

and said to Rav Chaim Sued: “Do me a favor, please tell the Rav to 

bless me!” Rav Chaim Sued entered the room of Rav Yehuda Adess. 

He told the Rav, “That man came back again. He wants very much 

that the Rav not turn his back on him and the Rav should bless him!” 

Rav Yehuda agreed, and when the man came in he asked him: “How 

many times a day do you Daven?” Rebbe Chaim Sued translated the 

question and the man was offended. “Me?? What do you mean?! 

I Daven three times a day! Why?” Rav Adess said, “Ask him if this 

isn’t enough for him. Three times a day he speaks directly with the 

Creator of the World Himself, and he needs a blessing from me?!” 

 Rav Shlomo Levenstein points out: The intent with this story is 

not to say that we do not need Brachos from Rabbonim. It states in 

the Gemara, whoever has a sick person in his house should go to a 

Chacham. The intent is that we not forget that there is a Creator of 

the World who is also the King of the World. He is also our Father 

and everything is from Him. He loves us and wants to benefit us. He 

desires our prayers. We have the privilege and the ability to speak to 

the Creator, and also to request from Him all that we need!  

Rav Shalom Schwadron, zt”l, said at the Levaya of the Steipler 

Gaon, zt”l, “Do you know why the Steipler was taken from us? It is 

because we forgot that there is Someone above him…” 

The following story did not happen long ago: 

There was a young man in Argentina, named Avraham 

Telgam, whose soul craved the Torah. With great difficulty he left 

his family far away and he went to Eretz Yisroel to learn Torah in 

a small Yeshivah, Yeshivas Ponovezh. Avraham was not fluent in 

Hebrew and he was embarrassed to speak. One day Rav Michel 

Yehuda Lefkowitz, zt”l, one of the Roshei Yeshivah, asked him a 

question and he did not answer. Rav Michel Yehuda asked, “Why 

don’t you answer?” and even for this the young man did not 

respond. Rav Michel Yehuda leaned close to him and asked him 

quietly, “Why don’t you answer the question?” The young man 

lowered his head and replied, “Because I am embarrassed.”  

Rav Michel Yehuda was alarmed. He felt great pain for this 

boy who struggled so hard in order to learn Torah, and it caused 

him confusion and shame. Rav Michel Yehuda tried to alleviate 

the boy’s distress, but he could not, until he suggested to the boy, 

“I want you to come and learn with me twice a week for twenty 

minutes at a time.” The boy was surprised and tried to get out of 

it. He thought of himself, “Who am I and what am I that I should 

learn together with the Rosh HaYeshivah?!” Rav Michel Yehuda 

did not let him get out of it. He persisted and convinced the young 

man, and it was arranged. Every week the boy would come to 

learn with Rav Michel Yehuda, and his understanding in learning 

improved, and even his self-confidence his social status saw great 

improvement. The years passed amidst his elevation in Torah.  

After some time Avraham returned to Argentina and got 

married. However, his love for Torah brought him back to Eretz 

Yisroel half a year after getting married. He arrived in Israel ten 

days after the start of the winter Z’man, and this was a long stretch 

of six months ahead, as this was a leap year. All the young men in 

Yeshivah were already paired up with Chavrusos, and he had no 

one to learn with. He went from person to person trying to find 

someone to learn with, but without success. He approached      

Rav Tzvi Greenhaus, Shlit”a, and asked him for advice as to what 

he should do? Rav Greenhaus told him, “Daven!” R’ Avraham 

went outside and he wanted to begin praying, but suddenly he had 

a thought that for this there was no reason to pray. He went again 

to Rav Greenhaus for advice as to what he should do as a ‘positive 

action’ to help him find a Chavrusah, but the Rav again said, 

“Daven!” R’ Avraham said, “I beg forgiveness, but I want to 

understand what exactly am I to Daven for, that a young man will 

sprout up right here for me?! All the young men have arranged 

Chavrusos. What can I Daven for?!” Rav Tzvi told him, “Bring 

me a Siddur!” R’ Avraham hesitated, “No, I want to understand, 

what will Davening help in this situation?” Rav Greenhaus again 

said, “Please bring me a Siddur.”  

R’ Avraham brought a Siddur and the Rav opened it to the 

second Brachah of Shemona Esrei, where it says, ' מי כמוך בעל
'ית ומחיה ומצמיח ישועהגבורות ומי דומה לך מלך ממ , ‘Who is like 

You, Master of mighty deeds, and Who is comparable to You, 

King Who causes death and restores life and makes salvation 

sprout’. Rav Tzvi said to him, “What does the phrase ‘makes 

salvation sprout’ mean? It does not say ‘Hashem brings 

salvation’. It doesn’t mean that the salvation is in Tel Aviv and 

HaKadosh Baruch Hu brings it to B’nei Brak. It is written ‘He 

makes salvation sprout’, just as a desolate piece of land that 

suddenly sprouts a tree, so does Hashem’s salvation! Now,         

R’ Avraham do you know what to Daven for? Daven that Hashem 

should sprout salvation for you. Sure, you do not see how 

salvation will come in this matter. Of course, it seems to you that 

in the natural course of events there is no solution to your 

problem. This is all fine, but Daven to Hashem, that He sprout 

salvation.” R’ Avraham began to Daven for the salvation of 

Hashem. He began to pray from the depths of his heart.  

Continued on the next page 
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Gedolim have said: “One who is unaffected by words of Mussar,  

needs to check the Mezuzah on the entrance to his heart.” 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Continued from page 16 

A few days after this, Rav Menachem Schlesinger, 

Shlit”a, one of the best young men in the Kollel approached 

him. Rav Menachem suggested to him, “Perhaps you would 

like to learn with me?” R’ Avraham was frightened. He 

thought, ‘I should learn with him?! I will make a joke of 

myself, if I try at all. After two days he will see exactly who 

he is dealing with, and he will discard me immediately!’    

R’ Avraham tried to deflect, “No, I think that perhaps you 

meant to approach someone else who looks like me.” Two 

days passed and again Rav Schlesinger came back and tried 

again. “Perhaps you are ready to learn with me now?”        

R’ Avraham stayed firm, “I see that you already have 

someone to learn with.” Rav Menachem said, “No, 

my Chavrusah and I no longer want to learn together. It did 

not work out.” R’ Avraham said, “And who says that I will 

work out?” Rav Menachem answered, “I have spoken with 

you in learning and I saw that we would be good together.” 

R’ Avraham insisted, “To speak in learning is not like 

learning with a Chavrusah, they are two different things 

altogether. It does not seem to me that you would want me 

for a  Chavrusah.” Another few days passed and               

Rav Schlesinger came back again and said, “Do me a favor, 

learn with me for three days. If it does not work out then you 

can leave!” R’ Avraham agreed. They began to learn, and 

they did not stop after three days, but they spent six 

successful years together!  

Davening causes salvation to sprout! Rav Shlomo 

Levenstein says that since Davening is so important, the 

Yetzer Hara tries very hard to disturb it. How else is it 

possible, if not for the Yetzer Hara, that people talk 

during Davening, as they are standing before Hashem the 

King of all kings, Who is able to do anything? Hashem is 

able to work wonders and do favors for us at any given time! 

It must be that the Yetzer Hara works diligently to make it 

difficult to grasp this great advantage. How else can it be 

that a person comes to Shul and meets a friend of his, and 

they begin talking? They have so much to talk about, but 

immediately when Shul is over, they now have nothing to 

say to each other! How is this possible?  

There is a famous question: What sweetens the tea, is it 

the sugar added in, or is it the stirring? Some say it is the 

stirring. If the stirring sweetens the tea, then why do we need 

sugar at all? The answer is, so that we know when to stop 

stirring! When we see that there is no more sugar swirling in 

the glass of hot tea, we know that we can stop stirring. It is a 

sign that the tea is sweet. Based on this analysis, Rav Diness, 

Shlit”a, once asked in a Drashah, “Why do people come to 

Shul, is it to talk or is it to Daven? The answer is— to talk. 

And if you ask, then why do they come to Shul? The answer 

is, so that they know when to stop talking! If this were not 

such a serious matter, it would be a good joke!” How sad 

that this is the truth! (Umatuk HaOhr, Bereishis) 
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Pearls of Wisdom… A Word for the Ages 
Rabbi Eli Mansour quotes the Gemara in Megillah which 

says that when Moshiach comes, all the Shuls in Galus 

will be moved to Eretz Yisroel. The Chasam Sofer says 

(Drashos) that if there is talking in that Shul, it removes 

Hashem from being the Baal Ha’bayis of the Shul, and 

the Satan replaces Hashem as the Baal Ha’bayis in that 

Shul. Additionally, the Shul, since it will eventually be 

part of Eretz Yisroel, has some Kedushah of Eretz 

Yisroel. We also know that a Shul is the entranceway to 

Shamayim because the Tefilos go straight up from there 

to Shamayim. If there is idle talk in the Shul, the Satan 

becomes the Baal Ha’bayis of the Shul, and all the 

Tefilos said there are stolen by him and are not allowed to 

ascend to Shamayim. This Shul will not be moved to 

Eretz Yisroel when Moshiach arrives, but will remain in 

Galus! Rabbi Mansour adds that the Shulchan Aruch says 

about the Aveirah of talking in Shul, that ‘the Aveirah is 

too great to carry’. This same expression was used 

originally by Kayin after he killed Hevel. We see from 

this that talking during Chazaras HaShatz has the same 

significance as murder! This is because when Kayin 

killed Hevel, he believed that Hashem wasn’t watching 

him. Talking in Shul is in effect saying the same thing, 

that the one talking doesn’t believe that Hashem is there 

in Shul watching what he is doing! 
 

A Kiddush Hashem 

Rav Aharon Feldman, the Rosh Yeshivah of 

Yeshivas Ner Yisroel in Baltimore, says that 

when giving Mussar to someone, it is supposed 

to be done gently. However, this is not so when it 

comes to one who talks during Chazaras 

HaShatz, where the Halachah is that we are 

supposed to scream at the individual who is 

talking. Why is this? Why is it permissible to 

embarrass this person? The answer is that when 

someone is speaking in the middle of the 

Chazzan’s repetition of Shemoneh Esrei, it is a 

Chillul Hashem! The Chazzan is speaking with 

Hashem and someone else dares to speak in the 

middle, it is a disgrace to Hashem, and when 

there is a Chillul Hashem, we don’t give Kavod, 

honor, to other people. The same is true to any 

other part of Davening— it’s a Chillul Hashem!  

Rav Feldman says that stopping the talking in 

Shul will bring Brachah to the individual and the 

entire Shul, and to Klal Yisroel as well. It will 

enhance the entire Davening, and in effect, it will 

be a tremendous Kiddush Hashem instead of a 

Chillul Hashem! 

 

 בס"ד
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After Maariv one night, a Rav of a Shul went over to a group of people who had been 

talking most of the time, and were still involved in their conversation.  

He said to them, “You can stop talking now, we finished Davening.” 
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B’kitzur… A Quick Look at Halachah 
The Shulchan Aruch writes (Orach Chaim 124:7) that it is 

forbidden to speak during Chazaras HaShatz, when the Chazzan 

is repeating Shemoneh Esrei, and if one talks, he is a sinner and 

his Aveirah is too great of a burden to carry, and he should be 

yelled at to stop talking. The Mishnah Brurah (124:26,27) 

comments that one may not rationalize to himself and say that he 

will talk during Chazaras HaShatz and still be careful to answer 

Amein to each Brachah, it is still not permissible to speak. The 

Chofetz Chaim quotes the Sh”lah Ha’kadosh, “I have seen those 

who tremble before the word of Hashem and stand before Him in 

awe and fear, that they hold their Siddur up to their faces during 

Chazaras HaShatz, following along with their eyes and heart 

paying mindful attention to the Chazzan. They do this so that 

their eyes do not wander and look around. They only see the 

words in the Siddur and concentrate on each and every word that 

the Chazzan says.” The Mishnah Brurah further writes in the 

name of the Eliyah Rabbah who cites the Kol Bo, “Woe to those 

who talk during Davening, for we have seen many Shuls get 

destroyed because of this Aveirah! There should be people 

appointed that know how to monitor over this to rebuke them 

and keep people from talking!” 

 

The Crown of Hashem  
 

In a Shiur, Rav Zecharia Wallerstein quoted the Sefer Ahavas Chaim. It 

says a story that Rebbe Chama was walking and met Eliyahu HaNavi, 

and Eliyahu HaNavi had thousands of camels with him. These camels 

were holding different types of burdens of ‘damaging anger’.           

Rebbe Chama asked him why these camels were carrying this, and 

Eliyahu HaNavi said, “It is for punishment to those who talk during 

Kedushah, Kaddish, and Davening!” the Ahavas Chesed adds that it says 

in the Zohar Ha’kadosh hat anyone who talks in Shul has no portion with 

Hashem Elokei Yisroel!!! Rav Wallerstein says, “You could be learning 

Torah and doing Mitzvos, and it doesn’t matter! If you talk in Shul, you 

have no Cheilek in HaKadosh Baruch Hu!!!” Rav Wallerstein cites the 

Sefer Kav HaYashar, which says that it is not enough if you do not talk in 

Shul, but the person next to you shouldn’t talk as well. One should find a 

nice place in Shul to Daven that is next to someone who will be a good 

neighbor to Daven next to and doesn’t talk in Shul, that way you won’t 

even be tempted to talk back to him if he talks to you during Davening. 

The Kav HaYashar writes, “What should you do if there is no quiet place 

to sit in Shul? You should scream and yell at the one talking in Shul, 

every day, to stop talking!” Rabbi Wallerstein then quoted the Sefer 

Meorei HaAish, which says, “A person who talks in Shul is a Rasha! 

One’s Tefilos cannot be accepted when they come from a Shul where 

there is talking during Davening, because the Satan is present in this Shul 

and he takes the Tefilos! Even though you are not the one talking, but 

your neighbor is, those Tefilos will not go up to Shamayim!”  

Rav Wallerstein concludes by quoting the Kav HaYashar which says that 

each day, Hashem takes all the Tefilos of Klal Yisroel and forms them 

into a crown for Hashem’s head, so to speak. 

 If one Davens properly and doesn’t talk in Shul, that person’s name 

is on the crown of HaKadosh Baruch Hu!  
However, if a person talks during Davening, that person’s name goes 

onto the crown of the Satan, who sits in Gehinom!!!  

Rabbi Wallerstein gives everyone a Brachah, that we all merit to have 

our names on the crown of Hashem,  

and may Hashem accept all of our Tefilos, L’Tovah! 
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Gedolim have said: Since everyone is packing up and walking out of Shul while we 

say Aleinu, we should rename it to Tefilas HaDerech! 

 

Pearls of Wisdom… A Word for the Ages 
 

HaGaon HaTzaddik Rav Levi HaKohen Rabbinovitch, zt”l, 

the father of Rav Gamliel Rabbinovitch, when he saw that he 

had to rebuke someone because they were doing something 

wrong, he would do it in a way that the other person would 

not be offended by it. One day he noticed two boys talking 

when the congregation was saying ‘Aleinu L’shabei’ach’, and 

instead of telling them that they were not acting correctly, he 

went to them and told them that if they knew the value of 

saying ‘Aleinu L’shabei’ach’, they would not be talking 

when the congregation was saying it. With this he gave them 

the understanding that they were not acting appropriately 

without telling them that they were doing something wrong! 
 

Thank the Rebuker 
Rav Avraham Yaakov HaKohein Pam, zt”l, 

writes in Sefer Atarah L’Melech (p. 155), “There 

is one Din in Shulchan Aruch that has no Mazal, 

as there are many people who are so precise and 

careful when it comes to performing Mitzvos, yet 

when it comes to this Halachah, they scorn it 

with disrespect and contempt. It is as if they 

don’t acknowledge that it exists, Chas V’Shalom, 

and this is the Halachah in Orach Chaim (124:7) 

that it is forbidden to talk during Chazaras 

HaShatz, and if one talks, his Aveirah is too great 

to bear, and he should be yelled at. Let us 

examine the words of the Shulchan Aruch 

carefully. It doesn’t say regarding this that ‘There 

are some opinions that say’ or ‘It is good to be 

stringent about this’, or even ‘It is correct to be 

stringent’, rather it says, ‘The Aveirah is too 

great to carry!’ It is a clear Halachah with a clear 

Psak without any argument about it. Despite all 

of this, many people who keep the Torah and 

Mitzvos don’t pay attention to it, even amongst 

them are Bnei Torah and those who fear Hashem. 

Is this not an astounding wonder? Furthermore, 

there are those who are in this group, that if one 

would rebuke them regarding this and ask them 

to stop talking, they get angry and put down the 

one that confronts them! They fight with him and 

accuse him of insulting and attacking them! 

Instead, they should have Hakaras HaTov, and 

recognize the good that this person is trying to do 

for them. They should be thankful to him for the 

great favor he is doing for them— he is trying to 

save them from sinning, and from an Aveirah that 

is too great to bear! He is sparing them from 

Chillul Hashem, desecrating Hashem, and 

disgracing and scorning the Shulchan Aruch! 

Rachamana Litzlan!” 

 

 בס"ד
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Only Talk With Hashem 

Rabbi Moshe Tuvia Lieff says that the most incredible thing 

about talking during Davening is the fact that there is such a 

strong Yetzer Hara for it. Rav Mordechai Gifter, zt”l, says 

that any time you find the Yetzer Hara working hard at 

something, it’s an insight that the matter must be really special 

and important. The power of Tefilah of the public, especially 

during Chazaras HaShatz, is tremendous! The Zohar explains 

that Chazaras HaShatz is a person’s second chance to have 

his Tefilos answered, if he Davened his Shemoneh Esrei and 

wasn’t answered yet. This is based on the Chazal which 

teaches that if one Davens and he is not answered, he should 

Daven again. The Zohar explains that this Davening again is a 

reference to Chazaras HaShatz. The Arizal teaches that this is 

so because when you have many people Davening together 

and answering Amein, like by Chazaras HaShatz, it is a power 

that can’t be held back! The only thing that holds this back is 

talking! By talking to one another about nonsense while the 

rest of the Shul is trying to talk with Hashem, it is 

disgraceful and it is a Chillul Hashem! The only reason one 

would pass up on this precious opportunity, is because the 

Yetzer Hara makes it enticing, because otherwise it makes no 

sense how someone could do this! We must accept on 

ourselves that during Davening we should only talk with 

Hashem, and channel our Tefilos straight to Shamayim. By 

accepting this on oneself, he will have help from Hashem to 

keep to it, and it will enhance his Tefilos and make them more 

meaningful, and he will have more Kavanah. This applies to 

cell phones as well. When we are talking with Hashem, we 

have to put down our phones. It shouldn’t even be on 

‘vibrate’, because technological devices have no place in Shul, 

unless it’s for an emergency. When we come to Shul, we 

should only talk to Hashem! We are so fortunate that we have 

several times in the day where we can talk with HaKadosh 

Baruch Hu! May our Tefilos be accepted with great measure, 

and may we be Zocheh to Yeshuos, Refuos, Nechamos, 

Parnassah, and Shidduchim, and the greatest Simchah of all, 

the arrival of Moshiach, Bimheirah B’Yameinu, Amein! 

 
B’kitzur… A Quick Look at Halachah 

The Chofetz Chaim writes in the Mishnah Brurah 

(introduction to Siman 46) that prior to coming to Shul in the 

morning, while one is still in the courtyard of the Shul, he should 

say the Pasuk from Tehilim (55:15), ‘In the House of Hashem we 

would walk with feeling and emotion’, and one should pause and 

compose himself with feeling and emotion, with hesitation and 

shuddering before he enters the Shul, out of great fear and awe for 

Hashem’s House. He should then say the Pasuk from          

Tehilim (5:8), ‘And I, through Your abundant kindness, I will 

enter Your House, I will bow toward Your Holy Sanctuary, in fear 

and awe of You’, and then he should enter the Shul.  

When we come to Shul, do we feel as if we are entering 

Hashem’s House? Do we bother to compose ourselves to enter a 

place of Hashem’s Holiness? The Chofetz Chaim writes that we 

can’t even enter the Shul before we prepare and have the proper 

mindset. How can we even think of talking in such a holy place?! 

 

A Chutzpah to Hashem! 
Rabbi Yissochar Frand comments that the Shulchan Aruch 

writes (Orach Chaim 124:7) that if one talks during Chazaras 

HaShatz, his Aveirah is too great to carry— it is so great that 

one can’t imagine the implications of it. This is the only place 

where the Shulchan Aruch uses such a language, even by such 

big Aveiros like Chillul Shabbos or the prohibition of Chametz 

on Pesach which has a punishment of Kareis— they are not as 

severe as talking in Shul during Chazaras HaShatz.  

The question is, why is this Aveirah so bad that it is too 

great to carry? Rav Matisyahu Salomon answers that the 

reason for this is because Hashem has given us tremendous 

tools called Tefilah and Tefilah B’Tzibur, and when a person 

talks during Davening, he is in effect, so to speak, Chas 

V’Shalom, spitting in the face of the Ribbono Shel Olam! He is 

abusing a gift from Hashem! This Aveirah represents a 

tremendous Chutzpah to Hashem, and that is too great to carry. 

Why does one talk in Shul? It is because he doesn’t care about 

Davening, or that he is standing before Hashem! That is a 

Chutzpah to Hashem, and that is an Aveirah too great to bear. 

Since this Aveirah is about Chutzpah, it is an Aveirah to talk by 

other parts of Davening as well, not just Chazaras HaShatz! 

Rabbi Frand said a story that he was once at a wedding 

where the Chupah was going to be taking place in a Shul. Prior 

to the Chupah, some little children were running around 

playing tag with each other, and a non-Jewish custodian saw 

them and said, “Children! You can’t do that in here. This isn’t 

a playground, people Daven here!” He clearly understood what 

a Shul is, and certainly we, who know what Davening is and 

we know what Hashem’s Shechinah is, should certainly 

understand what a Shul is. A Shul is the Home of Hashem, and 

we must treat it with the respect of which it deserves! 

 

 בס"ד

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ ________________________ 

 

The Noda B’Yehuda: “There is no greater rebellion against Hashem than by talking in Shul!” 

Pearls of Wisdom… A Word for the Ages 
Dayan HaRav Dovid Dunner, Shlit”a, says that one of key 

problems we face today is to control our thoughts, 

especially during Davening. We can shut our ears closed, 

close our eyes, and we can shut our mouths, but we cannot 

stop our brain from thinking. We cannot fight our thoughts. 

Before we put on Tefilin in the morning, we have a Tefilah 

where we ask Hashem to help us to control our thoughts and 

have good Machshavos. When a person talks consciously, 

his thoughts are in his speech. We have the ability to say 

what we think. When a person talks during Davening, they 

are ruining their Tefilos! Tefilah is an Avodah She’b’leiv, a 

Service of the Heart. Tefilah needs one’s thoughts, and if 

one talks by Davening and his thoughts are not on 

Tefilah, they have not presented the right Tefilah. The 

best advice is not to wait until you might talk and then 

refrain— one has to accept on himself by saying out loud: 

“I will refrain from talking in Shul from the beginning of 

Davening until the end!” Try this initially for two weeks, 

and you will see the difference that it will be easier for you 

to accept for a longer period.  

We all need all our Tefilos, 

 and this is the only way to Hatzlachah!  

May Hashem fulfill all our desires for good! 

 

http://kvodshomayim.org/audio/SB%20Dayan%20HaRav%20Dovid%20Dunner%20Shlita-.mp3


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fear of the Bais HaMikdash 

Rav Yisroel Reisman quotes the Sefer Yirei’im, whch says that the 

Mitzvah of having fear for the Bais HaMikdash, is a Mitzvah from the Torah, 

and it applies today by having fear for the Shul. This means that the honor 

that one must give to the Bais HaMikdash, one must also give to a Shul. 

Rabbi Reisman says that when Rav Avraham Pam, who was so soft-spoken, 

when he went to the Kosel for the first time, he was absolutely shocked to 

see and hear people just talking with one another about simple and mundane 

things! He later gave a speech to his Yeshivah when he returned from his trip 

and said, “Those who will talk in Shul, will also have no problem talking at 

the Kosel, and when Moshiach comes, those who talk at the Kosel, will also 

talk in the Bais HaMikdash! Moshiach himself will have to ‘Shush’ people 

and get them to quiet down!” Rabbi Reisman says, those who have fear of 

the Bais HaMikdash now in their Shuls, will merit to have proper fear of the 

actual Bais HaMikdash, may it be built speedily in our days! 

 

 

Sponsored as a Zechus for Klal Yisroel to have all types of tremendous Hatzlachah, Brachah, Parnassah, Nachas, Simchah,  
Good Health, and Hashem’s Protective Guidance, so we can continue to grow in Ruchniyus and get closer and closer to  

Hashem Yisbarach, and finally welcome Moshiach Tzidkeinu, Bimheirah U’v’yameinu, Amein!!! 
 

In the Courtroom of Hashem 

Rabbi Paysach Krohn once said in a Drashah, that we say in Mah 

Tovu at the beginning of Davening, ‘And I, through Your abundant 

kindness, I will enter Your House, I will bow toward Your Holy 

Sanctuary, in fear and awe of You’ (Tehilim 5:8). Dovid Ha’melech 

says this is the correct attitude when we come to a Shul— that we are 

entering Hashem’s House with His abundant kindness, and I am so 

grateful that You allow me to come to Your Shul. If Dovid Ha’melech 

looked at coming to Shul like this, we should follow his lead and do the 

same. The Rama (Orach Chaim 98:1) says it is forbidden for one to kiss 

his children in Shul, so that it becomes established in your heart that 

there is no love like the love you have to Hashem. The point of this 

Halachah is that we should realize that there is a certain holiness, a 

certain dedication and focus that we are supposed to have to HaKadosh 

Baruch Hu. If we look at a Shul in this way, that it is a privilege to be 

there and that the main love is towards Hashem, then without question 

we will act in a respectful manner in Shul. 

Rabbi Krohn relates, “A number of years ago, I had the opportunity 

to speak at the same program with Rav Mattisyahu Soloman, and he 

asked, ‘The Shulchan Aruch says that if one talks during Chazaras 

HaShatz, the Aveirah is so great that you can’t even bear it.                

Rav Matisyahu said, how can this be? This person who spoke during 

Davening, he didn’t kill anyone, he didn’t eat on Yom Kippur, and he 

didn’t drive on Shabbos. Why is this such a big Aveirah? Additionally, 

these words were said by Kayin when he killed Hevel in Parashas 

Bereishis. Is talking during Chazaras HaShatz such a big Aveirah that it 

carries the same weight as when Kayin killed Hevel?’” Rabbi Krohn 

offers his own answer, “Imagine that you are in court and a lawyer is 

defending you, and as the lawyer is pleading your case in front of the 

judge, the judge glances at you and sees that you are talking to someone 

else about irrelevant issues. The judge will think, ‘Is this person crazy? 

The lawyer is defending him and he doesn’t care?!’ The judge may not 

make an issue of it, but after it happens a second or a third time, the 

judge will say, ‘If this person doesn’t care about what his own lawyer is 

doing for him, then I don’t want anything to do with him. Throw him 

out of court!’ The Chazzan is representing us— he is our lawyer, even 

starting from the Brachos at the beginning of Davening, he is talking on 

our behalf! He is the lawyer talking to the Judge— Hashem, and we 

stand there not caring, and talking to our friends?! This is why the 

Aveirah is too great to bear, because it is like Hashem is saying to throw 

them out of court!”  

Rabbi Krohn says that from now on, the moment the Chazzan 

begins standing in front of the Shul, he is the lawyer defending and 

pleading for us and our families, and we should be respectful— at least 

as respectful as we would be in court, where people tremble in front of a 

judge, how much more so should we have respect for Hashem in a Shul! 

Rabbi Krohn concludes, “The Gemara at the end of Masechta 

Megilah (29a) says that at the end of time, the Bais HaMikdash is going 

to be as big as the city of Yerushalayim., and Yerushalayim is going to 

be as big as the entire Eretz Yisroel. The Maharsha comments that 

every Shul all over the world is going to be attached to the Bais 

HaMikdash. That means that when we are in Shul, we are in a part of 

the Bais HaMikdash! If we were in the Bais HaMikdash, and we see the 

Menorah and the Lechem HaPanim, are we going to start chatting and 

talk about silliness? Are we even going to say anything at all??          

Our Shuls are a small Bais HaMikdash — a Mikdash Me’at!”  

Rabbi Krohn says, “Please, I’m begging all of you, for the sake of 

your family, for the sake of yourselves, for your Parnassah, for your 

health and welfare, for your Shalom Bayis, for your children’s 

Shalom Bayis, for your children’s schooling, so that the children 

should remain Frum and good, let’s treat the Bais HaKnesses like it’s 

really meant to be treated— as Dovid Ha’melech says, like a Mikdash 

Me’at, as the small Bais HaMikdash that it is!!!” 
 

 בס"ד

Rav Yitzchok Sorotzkin says, “We are living in a time where we need 

extra protection from Hashem, and it appears that this protection is 

lacking. It seems that the reason for this is because there is talking in Shul 

during Davening. Chazal teach us that our Shuls are our protection from 

our enemies. Our Shuls are where the Shechinah is found, and this 

Shechinah is what protects us. When we talk in Shul we chase the 

Shechinah away! The Noda B’Yehuda writes in his Drashah for 

Chanukah, there is no greater rebellion to Hashem than to talk in Shul 

during Davening! It is the biggest disgrace we can do to Hashem! It says 

in Shulchan Aruch that the Aveirah is too great for Hashem to hold! It 

causes the Shechinah to leave the Shul! Can you imagine going to your 

friend’s house and chasing him out of his house?! Is there any worse thing 

than going into Hashem’s House, the Shul, and chasing Hashem out of His 

House?!? This is a tremendous rebellion! The Zohar says that it shows he 

is a Kofer B’Ikar, a heretic and a deviant! The talker doesn’t realize that 

Hashem is right there! How can you speak right in the presence of Hashem 

and push Him to the side?? If we can strengthen ourselves with this,  

we will merit the Protection of Hashem for us and all of Klal Yisroel, 

that our Tzaros will stop, our suffering and distress will end, and we 

will be Zocheh to greet Moshiach B’karov!!!” 

 

Hashem’s Shechinah 
 Rav Elya Ber Wachtfogel, the Rosh Yeshivah of South Fallsburg 

Yeshivah says that the problem of talking in Shul is twofold. Firstly, a Shul 

has Kedushas Bais HaMikdash, because Hashem’s Shechinah is present 

there, just like in the Bais HaMikdash. If someone would internalize that in a 

Shul one is standing before the Shechinah, he would not be able to talk in 

Shul because he would realize the tremendous Chutzpah it would be to talk in 

front of Hashem. Talking during Davening, therefore, is a disgrace of the 

Shechinah in the Bais HaMikdash! The second aspect is that when one is 

Davening Shemoneh Esrei, the Shechinah comes down and he is standing 

directly in front of Hashem’s Shechinah. This is so also with regards to the 

Chazzan when he is saying over Chazaras HaShatz— he is standing in front 

of the Shechinah. This is why the Halachah is that one cannot walk in front 

of another person who is Davening Shemoneh Esrei. It is because he is 

causing a division, a separation between the person and Hashem. If someone 

talks while another is Davening directly in front of Hashem, it is a 

tremendously severe Chillul Hashem. If one would really think about what he 

is doing when he talks in Shul and how great the punishment is, he would 

never talk during Davening! On the contrary, if one holds himself back from 

talking in Shul, it’s a tremendous Kiddush Hashem and honor for the 

Shechinah, and we can’t fathom the S’char that Hashem rewards for those 

who honor Him! 
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