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No Comprehension –  קליטהאין  
Before one of my many flights I got into a conversation with one of my 
good friends and I happened to say that I had a four-hour layover in 
Frankfurt. The friend responded with enthusiasm that buried in the local 
cemetery was one of the righteous descendants of Karlin and I should 
take advantage of the time and I should visit the grave. He immediately 
suggested that he would arrange for a religious driver from the city for 
me to take me there and back as he does much for the Karlin Chassidim 
and he knows their good work. 
He said and he did: My friend who was appointed over the Karlin 
Chassidim arranged the driver for me and gave me his number so that I 
could inform him of the flight number and arrival time, I connected with 
him while still in Israel and Baruch Hashem we finalized it all. 
I landed in Frankfurt and went out of the huge airport looking for a 
religious driver as planned but I could not spot him in the crowd. I 
turned on my cell phone and called the driver, but to my dismay it did 
not even ring and I thought I made a mistake with the number… 
After several more attempts I contacted my good friend and told him my 
problem. He immediately assured me and said: “To daven by Tzaddikim 
one will face difficulties, but don’t worry, I will try to call the driver and I 
will tell you exactly where he is waiting!!!”  
I was glad for the help, but the sound that I had heard at the end of our 
conversation was not a good one, my battery went and now I was left 
with a cell phone without power and of course I could not connect with 
anyone. I was not familiar with the local language and I could not even 
speak much English. I left the terminal and I signaled a taxi, the drive 
stopped and I asked, ‘Do you speak Hebrew?’ He answered in his 
language and I knew that we would not understand each other so I 
closed the door and continued on. I decided to try one more time and if 
this did not work I would go back in and having no choice I would wait 
and daven in the terminal. The next taxi stopped and I asked the same 
question: ‘Do you speak Hebrew?’ The driver shouted with joy (in 
Hebrew) ‘I speak! I speak! Get in the car!!!’ The driver asked 
enthusiastically where I was going and I told him to the cemetery in 
Frankfurt. He knew exactly where to take me and he took me to the 
Tzaddik he showed me exactly where the grave was and he waited for 
me for a while as I prayed and sang the Karlin songs. When I returned to 
the taxi, he emotionally asked me, “Tell me my brother, did you 
comprehend at all what took place here? Did you comprehend that in 
this city there are four thousand taxi drivers and only four of them speak 
Hebrew and of those only two know where the Rebbe is buried, and of 
all the drivers you chanced upon me who wasn’t supposed to be in the 
neighborhood at all and I do not know how this came about, do you get 
it???!!” 
Only now did I comprehend the great guidance…                       .י.ו       

 

A new king arose – ויקם מלך חדש 
There was a righteous and holy king in Egypt, Yosef 
HaTzaddik, and when he reigned all could see his greatness, 
even the wicked Pharaoh crowned him as king. And so, how 
wonderful life was in those days! But then he departed,  וימת'

 Yosef died, and all his brothers‘ – יוסף וכל אחיו וכל הדור ההוא'
and that entire generation’ (1:6), and we were hoping that at 
he would honor his legacy, the memory that he was once the 
king here and he saved the country from a devastating 
famine, but to our disappointment the exact opposite 
happened. 'ויקם מלך חדש אשר לא ידע את יוסף' – ‘A new king 
arose who did not know of Yosef’ (1:8) and Rashi HaKadosh 
explains ‘Rav and Shmuel differ about this. One says this 
means literally a new king and the other one says that it was 
the same king who issued new edicts’, which is more 
degrading, a newly appointed king who immediately issues 
new edicts and furthermore, on whom is he issuing edicts? 
On the family of the king who saved him and his nation, or 
perhaps the possibility that this is the very same king who 
was there previously and he just makes himself as if he does 
not know who Yosef HaTzaddik was?! 
This terrible injustice is happening today! Within myself I 
have received a great neshama, a portion of G-d above, 
something that was hewn from under the Throne of Glory, 
and behold a new king has arrived. I know that really he is 
not a new king, he has already been here for thousands of 
years, he is not young at all, Chaza”l have already called him 
a foolish old king, he just makes himself as if ‘he did not 
know Yosef’, he wants me to say as well that I do not know 
Yosef – the trait of holiness [Kedusha], and this fool tries 
every day to overpower me, and every time he finds new 
edicts, and sometimes he is even successful by having me fall 
into his domain and I stand and ask ‘What do we do?’ How 
can we be saved from this evil king? 
 During those many‘ – 'בימים הרבים ההם וימת מלך מצרים'
days, that the king of Egypt died’ (2:23), you should know 
that this king will one day die, but in order for this to happen 
you have to strengthen yourself a little bit,  ויאנחו בני'

 and the Children‘ – ישראל... ויזעקו בני ישראל... וישמע אלקים'
of Israel groaned… and the Children of Israel cried out… and 
G-d heard’, this is what must be done to get out of the 
situation, to groan, to shout, to cry out until the shouts are 
heard in Heaven, lift up your eyes to Heaven and truly shout 
out to Hashem, a scream that comes from the entire heart 
and goes directly to the Throne of Glory and brings near your 
own personal redemption, and of course the general 
redemption. 

- Tiv HaTorah - Shemos 
 

 



 

 

 כח התפילה

The Power of Prayer 
 

 
ותפתח ותראהו את הילד והנה נער בכה ותחמל עליו ותאמר מילדי 

)ב:ו(העברים זה:   

She opened it and saw him, the boy, and behold! a youth was 
crying. She took pity on him and said, “This is one of the Hebrew 
boys.” (2:6) 
Rashi explains: She opened it and she saw him – that she saw the 
Shechina with him. Through his words, we can say that from here 
she knew that this was one of the Hebrew boys. However, we can 
also explain that the reason for this awareness is stated directly in 
the posuk with the words 'ותחמל עליו' – ‘she took pity on him’, 
that when she saw him, her compassion was aroused and she 
knew that this was a Jewish baby, for Jews are compassionate 
people the children of compassionate people, and they can 
arouse the trait of mercy, and she knew that if this were an 
Egyptian baby its cry would not arouse compassion. 
This tremendous power that a Jewish person has, to be able to arouse 
compassion be it the mercy of a person as demonstrated here with the 
daughter of Pharaoh or be it the mercy of Heaven, for a Jew can sweeten 
his judgment with mercy through his prayers. But, a person must believe 
in this power, and then he will see great salvations. I have said that this is 
the intent of the posuk (Tehillim 116:10) 'האמנתי כי אדבר אני עניתי מאוד' 
– ‘I have kept faith although I say, “I am answered exceedingly”’ for if a 
person relies on his faith and believes that he has the power to benefit 
himself by speaking and itemizing his requests, then he will merit to see 
the ‘I am answered exceedingly’ for through the power of faith and the 
request he merits being answered by Heaven exceedingly, and he is 
worthy to see the extent of the reach of his prayers. 
However, at the same time we must know that even though no prayer is 
sent back empty, nevertheless, the response is not always immediately 
discernable, for sometimes it is necessary for the person to endure some 
hardship for the benefit of his neshama, and it is not possible for him to 
see immediately how his prayers have made an impression. However, 
one must have faith that his prayers have indeed made an impression, 
however, he is not yet worthy of seeing the results, but when the time 
comes that he will be worthy to correct that which is holding back his 
salvation, then he will merit seeing how the salvation was already 
prepared many days in advance. 

We see this in our parsha when the posuk states (2:23)  ויהי בימים

ותעל  ויזעקו הרבים ההם וימת מלך מצרים ויאנחו בני ישראל מן העבודה

 And it happened during those‘ – שועתם אל האלקים מן העבודה
many days, that the king of Egypt died, and the Children of Israel 
groaned because of the work and they cried out. Their outcry 
because of the work went up to Hashem.’ When the Children of 
Israel groaned, the time for their redemption had not yet come, 
HaKadosh Baruch Hu told Avraham at the Bris Bein Habesorim – 
the Covenant of the Parts (Bereishis 15:13)  ידע תדע כי גר יהיה'

 Know with‘ – זרעך בארץ לא להם ועבדום וענו אתם ארבע מאות שנה'
certainty that your offspring shall be sojourners in a land not their 
own, they will enslave them, and they will oppress them four 
hundred years.’ The reality was that at that time they were not in 
Egypt two hundred and ten years and even so their prayers made 
an impression and salvation and mercy were already set in place. 
However, they were still not ready to see it with their eyes, in fact 
just the opposite took place as the parsha continues, the wicked 
Pharaoh saw it fit to make things harder for them and he decreed 
that they not be given straw, in a tangible way they saw that the 
salvation was still very far away. However, Hashem Yisbarach had 
already bestowed compassion on them at that time as it states 
(2:25)   
 

 Hashem saw the Children of‘ – 'וירא אלקים את בני ישראל וידע אלקים'
Israel and Hashem knew’, already at that time HaKadosh Baruch Hu 
saw to prepare, choose and test Moshe to see if he was the 
appropriate savior of Israel as explained in the Midrashim, and then 
it was revealed to him from the midst of the bush and he was 
appointed to be the savior. However, all this happened in Midian 
very far from where they were subjugated with mortar and bricks 
and it never entered their minds at all that their groaning bore fruit, 
as they could not detect any change on the horizon. 
We learn from here that prayer has an immediate impact, yet there are 
things that block it from being seen right away, but, as things work out it 
becomes quite clear that salvation came about from the power of that 
Tefillah, however, sometimes circumstances warrant that it remains hidden, 
as it is here, where the purpose of the oppression that Israel endured while 
they were in Egypt was to correct and allow the sparks to rise that fell with 
the sin of the Tree of Knowledge, and since this correction was not yet 
complete, the salvation could not come about. However, once the Children 
of Israel was immersed in prayer, He was forced to bring salvation for them, 
and since this was so, He was also forced to increase the subjugation in 
order to complete the decree of the difficult subjugation. Therefore, 
although they could not see that their salvation was near, and in fact just the 
opposite, as everything was now doubly hidden from them, and the elders 
of Israel said to Moshe and Aharon (5:21)  ירא ה' עליכם וישפט אשר הבאשתם'

' את ריחינו בעיני פרעה ובעיני עבדיו לתת חרב בידם להרגנו – ‘May Hashem look 
upon you and judge, for you have made our very scent abhorrent in the eyes 
of Pharaoh and in the eyes of his servants, to place a sword in their hands to 
kill us!’ However, HaKadosh Baruch Hu went with His plan knowing that this 
would hasten their redemption because of the effect of their prayers. 
Now we can appreciate the response of HaKadosh Baruch Hu to the 
complaint of Moshe at the end of our parsha, for after Moshe saw that his 
words made a negative impact on Pharaoh, he poured out his heart to 
Hashem Yisbarach saying (5:22-23) ה למה זה שלחתנילמה הרעתה לעם הז .

הרע לעם הזה והצל לא הצלת את עמך:ומאז באתי אל פרעה לדבר בשמך   - ‘Why 
have You harmed this people, why have You sent me? From the time I came 
to Pharaoh to speak in Your Name he harmed this people, but You did not 
rescue Your people.’ To this HaKadosh Baruch Hu responded (6:1)  עתה

 .’Now you shall see what I will do to Pharaoh‘ – תראה אשר אעשה לפרעה
Seemingly, we do not understand the answer of HaKadosh Baruch Hu to the 
complaint of Moshe as he did not understand how his words had the 
opposite effect of what he intended to do when he went as a messenger of 
the Omnipresent, and the response of HaKadosh Baruch Hu was that from 
now on it will get easier for them, and didn’t Moshe know that HaKadosh 
Baruch Hu was capable of anything? Without a doubt, Moshe knew that 
Hashem Yisbarach could bring about salvation immediately. Rather, his 
question was regarding the past. 
However, as we have explained, it is all clear as HaKadosh Baruch Hu 
intended to respond to Moshe that only ‘now’ after they endured all the 
difficulties of the subjugation and they had completed the correction of the 
decree of the Bris Bein Habesorim, and this was the reason they approached 
Pharaoh and ‘now’ after surpassing even this you will be able to see what I 
will do to Pharaoh, and immediately the plagues began which eventually 
brought the redemption of Israel. 
This must be a sign as well for the future generations, sometimes a Jew 
immerses in prayer but his salvation is delayed, and because of this he 
begins to think that his prayer does not have the power to make an impact, 
but he should truly know that he is mistaken, and if he increases his prayer 
he will eventually see its fruit, however, since sometimes there are 
circumstances that delay the result and his salvation is delayed as well, the 
person must believe that when the situation resolves then he will see the 
trait of mercy fill their place. Even if sometimes he sees that his situation is 
getting worse he must realize that this is for his benefit to refine him so that 
salvation can come from the power of his prayer. 

 


