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 ”יקח נא מעט מים ורחצו רגליכם, והשענו תחת העץ“ 18:4

ויקח חמאה וחלב ובן הבקר אשר עשה ויתן לפניהם, והוא “ 18:8

 ”עומד עליהם תחת העץ ויאכלו

"Let some water be brought and wash your feet, and recline 

beneath the tree."  “He took cream and milk and the calf which 

he had prepared, and placed these before them; he stood over 

them beneath the tree and they ate.”  It was the third day after 

the Bris Milah of Avrohom Avinu.  The third day after one has a 

Bris Milah is generally the most painful day, and the individual is 

called a “sick person.”  Despite this, Avrohom Avinu was 

desperate for guests.  Hakodosh Boruch Hu sent three individuals 

(who looked like people), and Avrohom ran out to greet them.  

Avrohom had water prepared for them to wash their feet, and 

they reclined under “the tree.”  Avrohom prepared a feast for 

these guests, and while they were eating, Avrohom stood over 

them, beneath “the tree.”  What is the significance of the עץ, 

translated by Targum Onkelos as a tree, that is repeated by the 

Torah?  The following Divrei Torah will expound on this topic, 

and perhaps support the P’shat offered in the closing paragraph. 

ק"רד   The simple meaning of the – ”והשענו תחת העץ“ 18:4 - 

Posuk is that the guests were to wait under the tree, so that they 

would have shade from the beating, hot sun.   

ק"מהרי   can mean either ”עץ“ – ”והשענו תחת העץ“ 18:4 - 

“tree” or “wood.”  It might have been understood here as the 

wooden beams of Avrohom’s house, as per the previous Rashi 

that explained that Avrohom made sure that his guests wash 

their feet so as not to bring Avodah Zarah into his “house.”   

However, had the Posuk referred to Avrohom’s house it would 

not have said, “And recline beneath the Eitz,” rather it would 

have said, “and recline inside the house.”  That is why Rashi 

explains here that the Posuk means that Avrohom had them 

recline beneath a tree, because the cool, moist air beneath its 

boughs is refreshing to one travelling through the desert. 

 עץ Although the word – ”והשענו תחת העץ“ 18:4 - מזרחי 

generally refers to cut wood, since the word is connected to תחת, 

underneath it, the word עץ here is understood as a tree. 

 to עץ Do not read – ”והשענו תחת העץ“ 18:4 - משיח אלמים 

mean that Avrohom had them recline under the beams of his 

house.  These guests of Avrohom were travelers, on their way to 

a certain destination.  They would not want to go into his house 

for that would take too much of their time.  Avrohom had them 

recline underneath the tree outside, and quickly prepared food 

for them so that they could return to their travels without much 

delay.   

 Avrohom and all the – ”והשענו תחת העץ“ 18:4 - אברבנאל 

males in his household had just had a Bris Milah.  All of the sick 

people were recovering in his house, therefore the house was 

not a good place for guests.  Therefore, Avrohom had his guests 

recline under the tree.  

ם"רשב   This refers to trees in an – ”תחת העץ“ 18:8 – 

orchard.  

“ 18:4 – אור החיים  והשענו תחת , יקח נא מעט מים ורחצו רגליכם

 water, is the Torah (Bava Kamma 17a, 82a).  The – מים – ”העץ

Torah has two Bechinos: Bechinas Hapshat – the simple 

meaning, and Bechinas Hapnimiyos, the deeper hidden meaning.  

The Malach appears as a physical Guf, a body, which is referred 

to as the רגל, a foot.  מעט מים – The Malachim were to take a little 

water, from the P’shat of Torah, and purify their רגל, the physical 

part that was visible.  העץ“ – והשענו תחת העץ” – refers to the Torah 

which is called עץ חיים (Mishlei 3:18) and that is why it has the ה'  

Hayedia, “the known one – the Torah”.  ואקחה פת לחם – This refers 

to the Penimiyos of Torah – וסעדו לבכם – that they should sustain 

their insides with it.    

 This alludes to reclining – ”והשענו תחת העץ“ 18:4 – כלי יקר 

in the shade of Hakodosh Boruch Hu.  As it says in Bamidbar 14:9 

 Rashi explains that this refers to the shade of – ”סר צילם“

Hakodosh Boruch Hu.  The Meforshim explain on the Posuk in 

Bamidbar 13:20 – “היש בה עץ אם אין” “Are there trees in it or not,” 

that it means the same as the Posuk in Shemos 17:7, “ ' היש ד

 is עץ Is Hashem in your midst or not” – the“ -  ”בקרבינו אם אין

referring to the shade of Hakodosh Boruch Hu.  והשענו – The 

guests were to recline תחת העץ, under the One Who makes the 

shade – Hakodosh Boruch Hu.   

“ 1:102b - 18:4 – זוהר  והשענו תחת , יקח נא מעט מים ורחצו רגליכם

 Avrohom Avinu had a special tree that enabled him to – ”העץ

identify who was attached to Hakodosh Boruch Hu, and who was 

attached to Avodah Zarah.  When one who was attached to 

Hashem would sit under the tree, the tree would spread out its 

leaves to cover the person and create nice shade for him.  When 

one who was an Oved Avodah Zarah would sit under the tree, 

the tree would raise its leaves upward, so that it provided no 

shade or protection for the one underneath.  There was also a 

spring of water below the tree.  If the tree was not providing 

shade and one was in need of Tevilah, the water would rise 

towards him.   Avrohom would know that the individual was 

Tamei, impure, and needed Tevilah to become purified. If 

however the spring dried up, that indicated that the person was 

not ready for Tevilah and needed to wait seven days before 

becoming purified. When these guests came to visit Avrohom, he 

had them sit under the tree to determine if they were attached 

to Hakodosh Boruch Hu or not.   

י שטייף"מהר   - 18:4 “ והשענו תחת , יקח נא מעט מים ורחצו רגליכם

  ”.One must at all times recline under the “tree of life – ”העץ

Even when one is struggling with his livelihood, he should have 

complete Bitachon in Hakodosh Boruch Hu that He is the source 

of all life, and one should not become a servant to Olam Hazeh.  

One must be certain to set aside time to serve Hashem, and be 

satisfied with less Olam Hazeh.  Devorim 8:3 “ כי לא על הלחם לבדו

יחיה האדם' האדם כי על כל מוצא פי דיחיה  ” – “not by bread alone does 

man live, rather by everything that emanates from the mouth of 

Hashem does man live.” 

י שטייף"מהר   The Zohar – ”והשענו תחת העץ“ 18:4 – 

Hakodosh tells us that Avrohom’s tree was very special.  This tree 

let Avrohom know the level of his guests in regards to Ruchniyos.  

With this tool, Avrohom was able to devise a personalized plan 

for each of his guests on how to bring them closer to Hashem.  

Mishlei 3:18 “עץ חיים היא למחזיקים בה” – “It is a tree of life to those 

who grasp it.”  If one grasps the tree of life, he recognizes that 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu sustains the tree of life, and then he will be 

Zoche to be protected and be given life by Hakodosh Boruch Hu.   
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 means Torah, as עץ – ”והשענו תחת העץ“ 18:4 - מאור האפלה 

it says in the Posuk עץ חיים היא (Mishlei 3:18).  It is proper and 

worthy that whenever one brings in guests, he should sit down 

with them and give them Divrei Torah.   

שמואל מסנות' ר   Avrohom made – ”והשענו תחת העץ“ 18:4 - 

for his guests a Sukkah, a hut.  

 This alludes to the – ”והשענו תחת העץ“ 18:4 - עץ הדעת טוב 

Eitz Hada’as, with which Odom Harishon sinned.  Avrohom was 

being Mesaken that sin.  It was in the Zechus of Avrohom that 

the world was created – השמים והארץ בהבראם אלה תולדות  – these are 

the products of the heaven and the earth when they were 

created.  The Medrash says not to read it בהבראם but rather read 

it באברהם – Hakodosh Boruch Hu created the world for the sake of 

Avrohom.   

 In the Zechus of – ”והשענו תחת העץ“ 18:4 - אך פרי תבואה 

Avrohom saying והשענו, his children were Zoche to the Mitzvah of 

Sukkah (Bereishis Rabbah 48:10).  What is the Midah K’neged 

Midah, the measure for a measure, here? One needs to have 

Bitachon in Hakodosh Boruch Hu that He will provide him with 

sustenance.  After recognizing that, one can partake of the 

sustenance that Hakodosh Boruch Hu provides.  The Mitzvah of 

Sukkah is that during the harvest season, Klal Yisroel are to leave 

their homes and sit in huts. This is to remind them that all of 

their harvest is from Hashem.  Once they acknowledge this, they 

can eat their produce.  This is why the Sukkah is called  צילא

   .the Shade of Hakodosh Boruch Hu – דמהימנותא

 When – ”והוא עומד עליהם תחת העץ ויאכלו“ 18:8 – ישא ברכה 

Avrohom saw that the Malachim seemed uncomfortable and 

were abstaining from eating, he thought they were sick and did 

not have an appetite to eat.  והוא עומד עליהם  means עמידה – 

Tefilah.  Avrohom was Mispalel עליהם – for them so that they 

should be able to eat and have a desire and appetite to eat.   

 The Medrash – ”והשענו תחת העץ“ 18:4 - כתב סופר 

Tanchuma says that in the Zechus of Avrohom having his guests 

recline under the tree, Klal Yisroel were Zoche to the Mitzvah of 

Sukkah.  The purpose of the Mitzvah of Sukkah is to demonstrate 

that everything is בידי שמים, in the hands of Shomayim, and one 

should not say that he accomplished through his own intellect or 

strength.  Avrohom would feed his guests, and then would have 

them thank Hakodosh Boruch Hu for the food they ate, for all 

they had eaten was from Hakodosh Boruch Hu.  Avrohom 

specifically placed his guests under the tree so that they could 

see the heavens and realize that everything comes from there.  

The tree itself, which can be planted by man, nonetheless needs 

water from the heavens in order to make it grow. Sukkos time, 

when one brings in his produce, he must be cognizant that all 

comes from Hashem.   

 Here– ”והוא עומד עליהם תחת העץ ויאכלו“ 48:15 -בראשית רבה 

the Posuk says that Avrohom was עומד, standing above his 

guests, while in Posuk 2 it says, נצבים עליו, the guests were 

standing over Avrohom. Before Avrohom met his obligation to 

his guests, they stood over him, for they were greater than 

Avrohom.  However, once Avrohom served them, he stood over 

them – they were overtaken by fear of Avrohom, for they 

realized his greatness.  

והוא עומד עליהם תחת העץ “ Bereishis Rabbah 48:15 – עץ יוסף 

 instead of עליהם and ,עליו The Torah uses the Leshonos of – ”ויאכלו

using אצלו, and אצלם, which means near him and near them.  The 

Torah uses עליו and עליהם because they connote superiority of 

stature.   

ק"רד   – Yonah 4:6 “ ויעש לו שם סכה וישב תחתיה בצל עד אשר

 He made himself a Sukkah, hut, there, and“ – ”יראה מה יהיה בעיר

sat under it in the shade until he would see what would occur in 

the city.”  The Sukkah was probably a temporary shelter of 

branches and foliage which would soon wither under the heat of 

the sun. 

י"רש   – Yonah 4:7 “ ויעל מעל ליונה להיות צל אלקים קיקיון ' וימן ד

 Then Hashem Elokim designated a“ – ”על ראשו להציל לו מרעתו

Kikayon, which rose above Yonah to form a shade over his head 

to relieve him from his discomfort.” Kikayon is a plant containing 

many leaves, which provides shade.  

 Are you“ – ”ההטיב חרה לך על הקקיון“ Yonah 4:9 – אבן עזרא 

so deeply grieved over the Kikayon?”  After Hakodosh Boruch Hu 

had the Kikayon grow and provide shade for Yonah, He made it 

wither so that Yonah was left without protection.  The Posuk tells 

us that Yonah was deeply grieved when this occurred.  Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu is setting the stage for the lesson He wishes to 

impress upon Yonah. 

“ – Yonah 4 – ילקוט שמעוני  ה נפל על פניו ואמר הנהג באותה שע

אלקינו הרחמים והסליחות' דכתיב לד, עולמך במדת רחמים ” – “At that 

moment Yonah fell upon his face and said, ‘Conduct Your world 

according to the Attribute of Mercy as it is written: To Hashem, 

our G-d, are mercy and forgiveness.”   

לימש   – 11:30 “ ולקח נפשות חכם, פרי צדיק עץ חיים ” – “The fruit 

of a righteous one is a tree of life, and a wise man acquires 

souls.” 

 Perhaps now we can understand the reference in these 

Pesukim to the tree.  The tree represents the tree of life.  What is 

the true source of all life in this world?  It is Hakodosh Boruch Hu.  

The tree enabled Avrohom to know if his guests were utilizing 

the tree of life, and how to help them get to where they should 

be.  The tree is also a reference to the Tikun of the Eitz Hada’as.  

The Eitz Hada’as was going to inform Odom Harishon as to what 

is good and what is bad.  How was Avrohom Mesaken this Chet?  

Avrohom took the tree and used it to explain that the shade we 

have in this world is all from Hakodosh Boruch Hu.  We cannot 

question how much shade we have.  It is not our business to try 

to decipher between what is good and bad for us, for whatever 

the Ribbono Shel Olam gives to us is good for us.  Yonah had a 

Kikayon grow for him and then wither to teach him that just as 

the Kikayon was completely from Hashem, so is everything from 

Hashem, regardless of one’s efforts.  Hakodosh Boruch Hu knows 

what is good for everyone.  Yonah believed that it would not be 

good for Klal Yisroel if Hakodosh Boruch Hu had mercy on the 

city of Ninveh, and Hakodosh Boruch Hu demonstrated to him 

that His mercy was warranted, just as Yonah had mercy on the 

Kikayon.  May we be Zoche to internalize this message, and sit in 

the shade of Hakodosh Boruch Hu.   


