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RAV BRAZIL PARSHAS VAYECHI תשע"ז 

THE GAP OF GALUS 

This parsha is “setuma” characterized by the omission of the blank space of nine letters 

width that usually divides one parsha from another. Chazal say the reason why the 

exception to this rule applies in Parshas Vayechi is because upon Yaakov’s death the 

hearts and eyes of Yisrael likewise became closed with the commencement of servitude 

to Mitzayim. From this analysis of Chazal we can get a better understanding of the 

meaning of Galus. The sefarim call it קטנות דמוחין in contrast to גדלות דמוחין : smallness 

of intellect instead of greatness of intellect. A state of Galus means that we are 

compared to a child with limited understanding. A child is selfish and egocentric by 

nature and thinks only about himself. So too, galus is a state where achdus is 

compromised.  

The Maharal writes that the difference between גלה and גאל is the aleph and the hey. 

Geulah is an aleph, a manifestation of unity, of concern for one another, where the act 

of giving is primary. Galus is expressed by the letter ה which represents five points, the 

center and then the expansion into the directions away from the source and nucleus. In 

fact the letter  ה is comprised of a ד and a י    inside. Galus is when the Yid first distances 

himself from his spiritual core and expands outwards which is followed by distancing 

himself from the unity of Klal Yisrael. For the natural state of Yisrael is to be a spiritual 

entity. Spirituality does not take up any physical space just as we saw by the miracle of 

the Aron Hakodesh which housed the Luchos received at Sinai. It is theoretically possible 

to fit 600,000 neshamos in the same four cubits. Not so with physical beings and objects 

where only one object can occupy one space. When Am Yisrael gravitates towards the 

gratification of materialism and worldly pleasures they become more body than soul, 

more selfish than giving, and the natural unity begins to wane and spiral down towards 

 .קטנות 

The gap of a blank nine letter space symbolizes Galus, whereupon we our eyes don’t 

“see” and our hearts don’t “feel” towards another Yid as we should. If we take nine 

letters beginning with aleph and ending with the letter tes, and add them up, we will 

arrive at the number 45 the gematriah of אדם. In essence the gap of nine letters 

symbolizes the loss of the title of    אדם   What does this title really mean? The  עוללות

 Three of these titles .אנוש גבר איש אדם writes that there are four titles for man אפרים

possess a plural form אנשים גברים אישים in contrast to אדם which even the plural form 

is singular. Chazal tell us that only we are called אדם. This is explained to mean that only 

Yisrael possess this natural characteristic trait of unity. 
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 .ונחנו מה which connotes bittul and negation as the passuk says מה is also gematria אדם

In order to procure achdus one must have the ability to be humble and not be 

conceited. ואהבת לרעך כמוך facilitates the forming of such an achdus.  

The reason why Yisrael possess this unique power of achdus is because our life source 

comes from a neshama which is חלק אלק ממעל a portion of Hashem. Since Hashem is 

One והוא אחד ואין שני בלי ראשית בלי תכלית we too have this characteristic which we 

must actualize through our bechirah. This modeling ourselves after Hashem is included 

in the word אדם which can be read “adameh” I will emulate myself to be one. When all 

of Yisrael, each with their own bodies, middos, emotions, complexities, personalities, 

etc. treat each other with an oneness, we are thereby ches testifying to the oneness of 

Hashem who created us. Our oneness is testimony on the oneness of creation as well. 

That even though the world is full of trillions and trillions of varieties of creations from 

the galaxies to the quarks found within the atom, they all have one purpose and that is 

to serve the creator that constantly sustains them just like Am Yisrael.  

To this concept and avodah we accept the yoke of Hashem’s Kingdom every day by 

reciting the Shema and giving testimony that He is One. It is important to note that the 

word  שמע does not only mean to listen but also to gather together as the passuk says 

 and Shaul gathered the people together. Hence we (Shmuel 1,15,4) וישמע שאול את העם 

see that by only having a true achdus between Klal Yisrael we can testify that Hashem is 

One. Otherwise have can we say we have a neshama חלק אלק ממעל from Hashem if we 

hate or even dislike another Yid!   

The Maharal writes that this oneness is inherent in Klal Yisrael even from the manner 

that they were created with the Twelve Shavatim. The letters of  אחד symbolizes the 

aleph of Yaakov, the eight Shevatim from Leah (6) and Rachel (2), and the four Shevatim 

from Bilhah (2) and Zilpah (2). The fact that the letters of אחד parallel the physical 

creation of Am Yisrael conveys to us that our essence is to be one and united even 

though we have different mothers and different backgrounds. 

It was Moshe Rabbeinu who for a period of time failed to understand why the Yidden 

were in Galus Mitzrayim until that one day when he realized that Dasan and Aviran 

spoke Lashan Hara to Pharaoh who then sentenced him to death because he killed the 

Mitzri. The remark that Moshe said when he realized their nefarious deed was none 

other than אכן נודע הדבר (Shmos 2,14) Now it is revealed to me the reason why the 

Jewish Nation is in Galus.  Instead of the state of  גאל they have entered one of  גלה 

with a hay. They have scattered their dibbur which produces five sounds by an 

uncontrolled undisciplined mouth for the purpose of distancing one Yid from another 

thereby causing a situation which is tantamount to Galus. 



3 
 

This the Marahal hints to this by explaining the word  אכן in the above passuk. The word 

is composed of an aleph together with the letters of ch’ain. The aleph represents Am 

Yisrael who are “one” with themselves and Hashem. אלף also spells backwards    פלא

which means hidden. The unity of Klal Yisrael means the ability to keep a secret, not to 

speak Lashaon Harah and Rechilus and reveal the privacy of others that should remain 

hidden from others. The last two letters כן which means disclose and revelation. It is 

gematriah 70 symbolizing the seventy nations which reveal everything that should 

remain covered and hidden. When Moshe realized that this was not the present lifestyle 

of the Yidden but rather they were like the other nations who are a “hey” people instead 

of an aleph, the אכן tragedy then befell them, Am Yisrael became subjected and 

enslaved to the “ch’ain” which were Mitzrayim. 

Yaakov tells his children  מה יקרא באחרית הימיםהאספו הקבצו ואגידה לכם  Gather close 

and I will relate to you what will happen in the days of Moshiach’s coming. Do you want 

geulah? Then the solution is האספו והקבצו ואגידה. As long as you are motivated to 

gather closely and unify with achdus, then ם מה ואגידה לכ  I will unify for you now and 

until Moshiach the level of מה which is gematriah אדם the royal title of Yisrael which 

stands for the natural ability to have achdus. יעקב אבינו לא מת When Yaakov will 

accomplish this feat for now and all future generations then יקרא אתכם באחרית הימים  

then even after 2000 years of Galus, this message will be your “calling” to rise up and 

connect with Am Yisrael and refrain from distancing yourself from another Yid even 

though his yarmulke in not like yours or his hashkafa and minhagim are not exactly the 

same as yours. 

The first Belzer Rebbi asked why on Mondays and Thursdays after reading the Torah 

does the Sheliach Tzibbur say four  יהי רצון מלפני אבינו שבשמים but the fifth one when 

we say  אחינו כל בית ישראל at which time we daven on behalf of our brethren who have 

tzaros wherever they are, we omit the יהי רצון מלפני אבינו שבשמים? He answers that we 

introduce our pleas before Hashem with  יהי רצון that is should be an  עת רצון a time of 

will from Hashem when we ask this plea that He should answer me. However when I 

daven for the concern and safety for another Yid even though I do not know who he is 

or his whereabouts, by Hashem there is no greater עת רצון than this! Achdus is our 

greatest weapon and protektziah. To ask Hashem that this time should be an עת רצון is 

superfluous. It is almost as ridiculous as our statements of mayim acharonim vasser and 

cholov yisrael milk.  

Rav Brazil  

Gut Shabbos    


