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 "אל תשליחנו לעת זקנה"

“Do not cast us off at the time of old age” 
Our extended family raised an urgent question which required a 
decision from one of the Gedolei Yisroel. We called the shamesh to 
ascertain when we could enter and we were told that the Rav only sees 
people right after Shacharis. For that I had to get up early and I traveled 
to the city of the Rav, a great one in Torah, so that I could daven at his 
minyan and ask the pressing question. After davening a long line 
formed with people who had questions, some more pressing than mine 
and some less. In order to not waste precious time, I told the gabbai 
that I would be sitting in the nearby Bais Midrash learning and if it was 
not too difficult, to call me when it reached my turn. The gabbai was 
happy to oblige to my request and I went to learn. 
After about a half hour I was called to enter the inner office and Baruch 
Hashem I received the decision from the Gadol. However, late that 
night when I went to bed and I prepared my things for the morning, 
behold, my Tefillin bag was missing. I searched and searched until I 
remembered that that morning I went to learn in the small shul until I 
was called inside. When I left, I was pre-occupied with the family issue 
and how the Rav would decide and I forgot to take the Tefillin from the 
Bais Midrash. Although this was annoying, I was left with no choice but 
to again get up early and travel in the morning to that city with the 
hope of finding the Tefillin where I left them. 
I got up early and went to the small shul and Baruch Hashem I found 
them where I left them. I gladly took the Tefillin when suddenly, I heard 
a thump, I turned around to see what fell, to my alarm I saw an elderly 
man sprawled on the floor of the desolate shul. I went over to see what 
happened. The sight of blood gushing from his head frightened me and 
he did not have the strength to move on his own. I immediately took 
out my cell phone and I called Hatzolah to come quickly and treat the 
wound. In the meantime, until they arrived I put down the cell phone, 
what should I do, and how do I stop the flow of blood and treat him 
until the paramedics arrive? A few minutes went by which seemed like 
an eternity to me and members of Hatzolah arrived and treated him 
and then transported him to the hospital.  
The paramedic told me: “Were you not at this moment, the situation 
would have been much worse and most likely there would no longer 
have been someone here to treat! Heaven merited you to literally save 
a Jewish life!!!” 
What a benefit it was that I forgot the Tefillin and how much was it 
worth to get up early to save a Jewish life!!! 
I write the story in order to publicize the Name of Yisbarach in the 
world and to fulfill (Tehillim 109:30) "בתוך רבים אהללנו" – “amid the 
multitude I will praise him”.                                                            .מ.ה.ל 
 

This Song – אתהשירה הז  
A wealthy man who donates a lot of money to Tzedakah told 
me that he has a custom that every person coming to him 
asking for Tzedakah for the first time receives a small 
amount. This amount is set for all those who ask, and if after 
receiving the donation, he goes to the trouble of thanking 
him, then, the next time the same man comes asking for a 
donation, this time he receives a sizable amount. However, if 
after the first small donation the man does not bother 
himself to thank him or he gives a half-hearted thank you 
given begrudgingly… then the next time he can forget about 
getting anything (these are his words…). 
This Shabbos is called ‘Shabbos Shira’, why? Because of the 
song that Moshe and the Children of Israel sang at the 
splitting of the Yam Suf? Or perhaps because on this Shabbos 
we again read the Shira? Either way, what is so special about 
this song that we sing it every year on Shabbos Beshalach? 
Basically, what does this tell us, does it have meaning for us 
today, is it possible that this Shabbos is only commemorating 
a historical event, or a little more than this, and if so then 
what is it telling us, what is it telling each and every one of 
us? 
Chaza”l have revealed to us (Mechilta) that ‘a maidservant 
saw things at the sea that Yechezkal ben Buzi did not see’, 
and we know without a doubt that this was one of the 
greatest moments in the history of the Nation of Israel, so 
much so, that they pointed with their finger and said (15:2) 
 This is my G-d and I will beautify Him’, and‘ – 'זה קלי ואנוהו'
truly, we must understand how did they merit the revelation 
of the Shechina in this way? 
The word 'יהודי' is derived from the word 'הודאה' meaning 
‘thanks’, that the entire essence of a Jew is to thank Hashem 
Yisbarach, and if this so, then when the Children of Israel sang 
the great song to Hashem then they literally attained the 
purpose of their creation and of course, why was this 
moment so great and exalted, what is really the importance 
of thanking HaKadosh Baruch Hu for everything? When a Jew 
thanks HaKadosh Baruch Hu he demonstrates that he does 
nothing, even if someone is successful in business or he has 
successful children, he must remember that everything 
comes from the Creator and not from his own wisdom, 
literally as the Children of Israel were aware when they 
acknowledged that they did not split the Yam Suf, and in the 
merit that a Jew thanks HaKadosh Baruch Hu for that which 
he receives, with this he spreads over himself even greater 
abundance than the original amount. 

- Tiv HaTorah - Beshalach  
 
 



 

 

 תכלית הנסיון

The purpose of the challenge 

 
Behold, whoever reflects on our parsha is truly puzzled, HaKadosh 
Baruch Hu is the source of all goodness, and through His profound 
mercy He benefited His Nation of Israel and He redeemed them 
from Egypt. While they were still in Egypt they were at a very low 
level, who were not even treated as well as donkeys. The 
Egyptians came upon them as kidnappers and mercilessly took 
them into slavery and they were only fed meagerly, cheap food in 
quantity and quality, just enough for them to barely survive. Even 
with this, the intent of the Egyptians was for their benefit, to 
sustain their ‘stolen property’, there was no greater debasement 
then this, to say to a person ‘you are worthless and equal to a 
donkey’, to be enslaved for many generations until Hashem 
Yisbarach demonstrated His goodness and took them out with 
signs and wonders in a way that they could never imagine. All this 
was done even though Israel was not worthy of this for they were 
already steeped in the forty-nine gates of impurity, nevertheless, 
He did not gaze at the iniquities of Yaakov and He saw fit to 
disrupt the system in order to benefit them. 
On the other hand, every time they needed something they first 
had to overcome a test of concealment, the first one of these 
tests was at the splitting of the Yam Suf (Red Sea – Sea of Reeds). 
True, HaKadosh Baruch Hu revealed to them then His mighty hand 
and when they stood there He increased his beneficence manifold 
with them and He shone His glory upon them until our 
Chachamim z”l said in describing the deeds of Hashem against 
Egypt (Mechilta Shira 3) ‘a maidservant saw at the sea what 
Yechezkal ben Buzi did not see’, however, before this there was 
great concealment, until Israel cried out (14:11)  המבלי אין קברים'

 Are there not graves in Egypt?’ meaning that the‘ – במצרים'
concealment was so great that they did not see any benefit at all 
from the exodus chas v’chalilah, and despite their great degree of 
lowliness which was their portion in Egypt, they felt that it was 
better to return to Pharaoh and return to being slaves in Egypt 
rachmana litzlan, and the matter needs explanation since 
HaKadosh Baruch Hu is the source of goodness and mercy, so 
what is this concealment that He first did to them? 
Immediately after the splitting of the Yam Suf the matter repeats 
itself, when Israel arrived at Marah and they had no water to 
drink, even then there was great concealment, for were it not for 
the concealment they would not have complained after but a 
short time before they saw the mighty hand of their Creator. 
Rather, He certainly created a situation of concealment that 
because of its severity they could not think about what they had 
seen with their own eyes. The same thing repeated when they 
arrived in the Sinai Wilderness where they needed bread, and 
again a concealment was formed and again the concealment 
caused them to complain to Moshe until again He revealed again 
with His great kindness and He provided them with manna. We 
have now established three times where a concealment preceded 
the revealed goodness, and it is appropriate to consider and 
understand the explanation for doing it this way and why they 
needed all these concealments before Hashem Yisbarach 
illuminated them with His goodness.     
In order to understand the greatness of the kindness in these 
concealments, we first have to explain the topic of challenge and 
the choice that was given to a person. Behold, we have previously 
stated that HaKadosh Baruch Hu is the source of goodness and 

kindness, the main purpose of creating the world was to benefit His 
creations. This is explained often in the holy seforim, however, if 
HaKadosh Baruch Hu only benefited without a person striving to 
attain His beneficence, then the goodness would not be complete, 
for then the person would realize that he did not deserve this 
goodness and he would have been very embarrassed, as we see for 
this is the nature of a person. As stated by Chaza”l (Orlah Chapter 1 
Halacha 3) ‘one who eats from his friend is ashamed to look at him’, 
therefore the world is accustomed to have challenge and choice, so 
that a person will overcome his Inclination and suppress his will for 
that of the will of his Creator, and in this way he will nullify his entity 
for the honor of his Creator. Then, when he comes to take his 
reward he will no longer feel that it is free kindness, for by rights he 
is taking his reward since he has brought himself closer to Hashem, 
since every challenge that is brought about by Heaven is so that the 
will of the person will be turned from that which is right, and his job 
then is to quell his will and nullify it as if it does not exist in order to 
fulfill the will of his Creator. Sometimes this is very difficult and it is 
in the category of death, for it seems to the person that in order to 
withstand the challenge it is incumbent on him to lose his physical 
world, and since this is so, he will not be embarrassed when he 
arrives at the Celestial World to accept his reward since he died for 
it. 
Since all this is the purpose of creation, HaKadosh Baruch Hu wanted 
to reveal this secret to His children of mercy, immediately, before 
they accepted upon themselves the yoke of the Kingdom of 
Yisbarach by receiving the Torah, so that they could recognize His 
good ways, and they will know the matter of the concealment and 
challenge found in the world so that through them his latter days will 
see the benefit, and since this was so, He challenged them with 
three concealments and He showed them how to endure the 
concealment in order to merit kindness through it, for the 
concealment caused them to display a negative will as we see in 
these three concealments which caused them to want to return to 
Egypt. The very complaints to Moshe sprouted from a will that was 
not good, however, despite their wills they continued to go after 
Hashem Yisbarach with devotion, and since this was so, they earned 
kindness, and clarity and amazing attainments. Although, according 
to the simple meaning of the Torah it seems that they did not 
withstand the other challenges properly, still, the purpose of the 
concealment was for this awareness that the way to earn goodness 
one must do the will of Hashem Yisbarach through the yoke of the 
Kingdom of Heaven. And that which they earned kindnesses even 
after they did not withstand the challenge, was in the merit of their 
broken and depressed hearts, for the main thing that a person 
recognizes when a challenge is over and he has not withstood it, is 
the broken heart and in this merit, he receives the kindness of 
Hashem Yisbarach. However, the purpose of the will is for the 
benefit of withstanding the challenge and with this he earns the 
complete Celestial kindness. 
This principle applies to all kindness that a person earns, when 
mundane or spiritual. Many times, a person is brought to a great 
concealment in order to challenge him and the true purpose of this 
is to elevate him and strengthen him to a lofty level in spirituality, 
and this will be his reward. This is the meaning of the term 'נסיון' 
which is an expression of miracle and elevation, for through them 
the person elevates to lofty levels in matters of service and clinging 
to Hashem.   

 

 


