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 פרשת וארא
This adaptation is dedicated in honor 

of my dear wife, Devorah, 

and our dear son and daughter, Moishe & Yael. 

העניא בת פריידלרצה בת רחל ו ולרפואה שלימה:  

לז"נ ר' אליהו ב"ר אברהם שלמה אליאש ז"לו  
 

 

  

וארא אל אברהם אל יצחק ואל יעקב בקל שקי "
  ),ג ו( "ושמי ד' לא נודעתי להם

“I appeared to Avraham, to Yitzchak 

and to Yaakov as Kel-Shakkai, but with 

My Name Hashem I did not make 

Myself known to them.” 
 

Avraham was the pillar of kindness, Yitzchak the 

pillar of awe, Yaakov the pillar of truth.  The 

phrase that we recite in the first blessing of 

Shemona Esrei, “G-d, Who is great, mighty and 

awesome”1 corresponds to the three forefathers.  

“Great” corresponds to Avraham, the pillar of 

kindness.  A person’s greatness is his kindness – 

his knowing how to give.  “Mighty” represents 

Yitzchak, the pillar of awe.  To be mighty, to 

overcome the yetzer hora – to fear every sin.  

“Awesome” corresponds to Yaakov, the pillar of 

truth.  Why awesome?  It is something that is 

truly awesome and terrifying.  It is so difficult to 

find the exact middle ground – the balance 

between kindness and awe – that point is truth.2    

 

 
 יש מנהיג לבירה

There is a Master of the House 

 

HKB”H created the world so that His glory would 

be revealed below.  In the midst of people who 

have free choice and can become confused at any 

moment - forgetting the purpose of creation.  

People are constantly preoccupied with their 

personal desires and base urges because that is 

man’s nature, being contained in a physical body 

with all kinds of longings, thoughts and desires.  

So often, even Hashem’s will is interpreted 
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according to man’s self-interest.  However, when 

a person strengthens himself to perform 

Hashem’s will and overcomes his own urges and 

illicit desires – it is such a precious matter to 

HKB”H that it cannot even begin to be described. 

 

Man’s life, from the moment he is born until his 

final day, is filled with plans.  However, his plans 

do not always succeed and his desires do not 

always materialize.  When we are thwarted, we 

do not know who to be angry with – we forget 

that there is One Who directs all of creation.  

True, what we received was not exactly what 

we wanted – but who says that it’s not exactly 

what we need?  Who says that what we want 

is what we need?  Maybe what we want is 

very different from what we actually need? 

 

At every moment, a person must remind himself 

that “there is a Master of the House.”  This is 

what is happening to me right now?  There is a 

Master of the House.  This is what the holy 

forefathers taught us.  No matter what happened 

to them – they never became confused; they 

never blamed anyone.  They constantly tried to 

connect to: “There is a Master of the House.”  

This is true for everything that has happened in 

the past – we must acknowledge that it was all 

Hashem’s doing and the same is also true for 

everything that is yet to occur.  We must look for 

hints and signals as to how to understand and do 

Hashem’s will.  We must set aside our intellect 

and perform Hashem’s will. 
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For example, Avraham Avinu did so much 

kindness.  Then unexpectedly, Hashem 

commanded him to listen to Sarah and evict 

Yishmael from his home because he was liable to 

harm Yitzchak’s education.  A child’s upbringing 

is of the utmost importance – even above chesed.  

How humiliating this must have been for 

Avraham – he could have said: “I am ashamed to 

leave the house.  People will avoid me.  My 

students will abandon me.  Everyone who 

followed my teachings will lose faith in me - my 

life’s work will dissipate.  I taught them all to be 

kindhearted, to deal with others patiently so that 

even the unsuccessful child will believe in 

Hashem, will feel Hashem’s Presence.  I taught 

them to proceed slowly with their children and 

not harass them.  And now, I have to throw my 

own son out of the house.  All of my initial work 

in bringing people close to Hashem was futile 

because I abandoned Haran and all of the souls 

that I made there.  Now, all of my chesed will be 

worthless because they will say: ‘Is this guy 

crazy?  He cast out his own son?  His own 

progeny?  He is but a boy of 16!  Who knows 

what will become of this child.  Maybe he will get 

worse.’”  Yet – when faced with a trial – there is 

no intellect.  The essence of a trial is to let go of 

our own limited understanding.  Moreover, if 

that was not enough – along came another trial – 

a challenge to his actual service of Hashem.  

Avraham Avinu introduced all of the generations 

who had worshipped idols and sacrificed their 

children to pagan deities the lesson: Stop all of 

that and daven to Hashem – it is ridiculous to 

perform these barbaric rituals of human 

sacrifice.  Then - Hashem commands him: 

sacrifice your son!  This is the exact opposite of 

what he had been preaching.  Yet, he set aside 

his own limited intellect and did what 

Hashem told him to do. 

 

There are things that we cannot comprehend.  

Moshe and Aharon came to Pharaoh at Hashem’s 

behest and demanded, “Let My people go!”  

Rather than improving the situation – it made 

things worse.  Harder to understand.  Pharaoh 

instructed them to find their own straw without 

any reduction in the quantity for which they had 

been previously responsible.  Last week’s parsha 

ended with Moshe questioning why Hashem 

made things worse.  He asked Hashem why, since 

he had arrived on the scene, things got worse for 

the Jewish people.  It was hard for him to witness 

their increasingly terrible circumstances.  The 

answer is at the opening of this week’s parsha, “I 

appeared to Avraham … but with My Name 

Hashem I did not make Myself known to them.”  

The forefathers did not merit clear revelation 

like Moshe did – yet they asked no questions.  

They unhesitatingly followed Hashem’s word – 

with emuna and bitachon. 

 

We must constantly reinforce our emuna that 

there is no nature.  What we refer to as “nature” 

is all the result of Hashem’s will.  When he wants, 

He supersedes nature.  A Jew acts with tefillos.  

He can alter the laws of nature because tefilla 

connects him to the One Who controls the 

rules of nature.  All of the plagues in Egypt 

came to strengthen us in this emuna.  So that 

we know that Hashem is in charge. 

 

Our entire lives are pleasant when we are in 

Hashem’s environs.  It does not matter whether 

or not we have received what we asked for, 

whether we have merited or not – the actual 

bond with G-d is the merit itself.  A person 

who is connected to Hashem and has a real bond 

with Hashem – receives everything. 

 

With four terms, Hashem promises to redeem us 

in this week’s parsha, that he will never forget us 

( אתכם, והבאתי  והוצאתי אתכם, והצלתי אתכם, וגאלתי
 A father can never disconnect from his  .(אתכם

children.  Even if the child has fallen to 

wherever he has fallen.  This is “nature” – 

there is no free will – a father will turn over 

the world for his children. 

 

Our entire task in life is to guard that connection 

and protect this bond.  That gives us more joy 

than anything else does.  Even if we experience 

other pleasures – because, after all, we are 

not ascetics - our inner essence, in moments 

of clarity, we know the truth: the greatest 

pleasure of all is when we love Hashem. 

 

A Jew’s challenge is incessantly to guard our joy.  
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That is the main challenge – to know that there is 

a Master of the House Who created this world in 

this manner – that requires us to endure 

challenges – ups and downs, until our final days.  

That is how Hashem created the world – this 

design – that there is darkness here and, in the 

midst of the darkness, we seek light.  The darker 

things are – the more mercy Hashem has and 

the more light He brings down.  None of this 

is in our merit –it is all out of Hashem’s 

compassion.  The main strengthening of this joy 

is in during periods of downfalls, times of 

challenges – when we have emuna that we will 

emerge from this setback. 

 

“And Hashem spoke to Moshe and He said to 

him, ‘I am Hashem.”3  There are two different 

aspects.  One is אלוקים, represented by the word 

 the attribute of strict justice.  The – וידבר

opposite is Hashem, the name יקוק, represented 

by the word ויאמר.  They are both terms of 

compassion.  ויאמר is speech of blessings, 

pleasantness.  וידבר is harsh speech.  HKB”H said: 

I have two types of speech – mercy and judgment 

– harsh speech and soft speech.  But, it is all Me.  

Do not think that there are two differing powers.  

It is all One.  I am קיםואל  and I am Hashem.  Even 

behind the harshness – I am to be found.  I am 

there.  I am even in those places.  I have mercy on 

you.  I see you.  I will not allow you to fall.  I will 

help you even when you find yourselves in these 

most difficult circumstances.4 

 

The severest punishment that a Jew can possibly 

endure is not to know of Hashem.  He does not 

have awareness of the existence of the Creator of 

the World.  He does not realize that there is a 

Master of the House.  A Jew, whose soul is hewn 

from beneath the Throne of Glory - if he does not 

merit recognizing Hashem, drawing close to his 

Creator – is in the darkness of Egypt.  He is in 

exile.  This concealment is the exile.  The exile of 

each of our souls is when we forget Hashem, 

when we do not merit experiencing Hashem. 
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There are times when we do feel, when an 

inner warmth burns inside of us, when we 

actively feel our absolute dependence on 

Hashem’s kindness, times when we feel how 

the hand of Providence takes us by the hand 

and leads us through the paths of life.  That is 

already the redemption. 

 

Exile and redemption are different periods in 

a person’s life.  In the soul of man, in the 

chambers of the heart, tremendous struggles 

between Yitzchak and Yishmael, between 

Yaakov and Esau, between Moshe/Aharon 

and Pharaoh occur.  Draw close and yet closer.  

There are unlimited levels of drawing closer to 

escape from the impurity of Egypt, from the 

straits of illicit desires and negative character 

traits, to reveal and merit the hidden treasures 

that are in our hearts – amazing treasures that 

are yet hidden from us. 

 

When a person remembers Hashem, when he 

is not distracted from Hashem’s Divine 

Providence towards us – his life flows in an 

entirely different manner.  He enjoys a 

special light, to vitality, pleasantness and 

amazing tranquility.  He does not act hastily 

or recklessly.  With emuna, he even takes care 

of his health, as Rebbe Nachman taught: The 

main thing is emuna and each person must find 

himself and strengthen himself with emuna 

because there are those who endure illnesses 

only due to lack of emuna.5  Our entire mission in 

this world is to have emuna in Hashem and to 

recall Hashem in whatever happens to us.  When 

a person forgets Hashem and thinks that 

everything depends on himself, he enjoys no 

vitality at all because he is always seeking his 

own ideas, making all sorts of plans – what, 

when.  He has no peace of mind and he is 

frightened and confused. 

 

When the phrase, “There is a Master of the 

House” becomes our life’s key phrase – our life 

looks entirely different.  We constantly forget, 

continuously get confused, are easily offended, 
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 תפילה
 

Master of the World!  Allow me to remain on the side of good.  Do not let me become confused and exchange good for bad.  

Do not let me be in the place of the bad side – as the princess ended up in Rebbe Nachman’s story.  The “good place” is really 

anywhere in the world that I am with You, Father.  Anywhere that I find You, anywhere that I feel such love for You – to the 

point of lifting my head and tell you this, repeatedly.  This is so pleasurable.  The “good place” is speaking to You anytime 

that something inspires me – raising my head even when I am amongst people and speak to You in my heart, silently.  

“Good” is to delight in tefilla.  Returning to the words and phrases, repeatedly, and experiencing their flavor.  Like that time, 

when I davened with a tzaddik and heard his delightful melody, infused with so much love for You – so much excitement, 

gratitude – every word piercing the heart and leaving such a sweet taste that I immediately longed for it again.  The “good” is 

to look at everyone with benevolent eyes – not to see anyone’s flaws, to love the whole world, to offer a kind word to 

someone I haven’t spoken to in a while and who hasn’t talked to me.  The “good” is to wake up at midnight and speak with 

You, thereby receiving such joy.  When I do, I feel so close to You.  The “good” is to be connected to myself, to feel good 

about what I am – which itself allows me to be less self-centered and give to others.  The “good” is to be happy about the 

pile of sefarim that await me on the table and know that my entire world is found there, that I need nothing besides them 

 

Master of the World!  I want to remain with the “good.”  Do not allow me to be distanced.  Do not allow the yetzer hora to 

confuse me, repeatedly.  I want to be only with the “good.”  I want to be only with You. 

 

Have an awesome, uplifting, and wonderful Shabbos, 

Dov Elias 

Notice: The foregoing is based on my limited understanding of the Parsha Sheet, Ohr Ha’Emuna, disseminated by Harav Menachem Azolai Shlita and is not a 

complete or exact adaptation of Ohr Ha’Emuna and is not necessarily even a reliable interpretation of the ideas presented therein.  Ohr Ha’Emuna is published 

in Hebrew; in translation, accuracy is always compromised.  Rav Azolai has not reviewed this material - any inaccuracies, omissions or confusion should be 

attributed exclusively to me.  I still hope you enjoy and it provides some chizuk.  Thank you Mordi Blass for helping with some of the Hebrew expressions.  

Thank you to my wife, Devorah, for proofreading and commenting on the “working draft.” 
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obsessed with ourselves, our honor, what others 

say to us, do to us – it is all forgetfulness.  The 

more a person succeeds in focusing on the 

fact that there is a Master of the House, that 

there is nothing aside from Hashem, the more 

he nullifies his own suffering.  A person can 

choose to get angry, fight, look for faults in 

others.  However, as soon as he remembers Who 

really did it to him – he is calmed.  A Jew must 

constantly improve and perfect his ability to 

contemplate reality and see the hand of 

Providence in every occurrence – HKB”H’s hand. 

 

Hashem created the world to reveal His 

compassion.  We must always say: Hashem 

created me to have mercy on me.  Whatever 

happens to me is all generosity.  Even those 

things that do not seem good – are all 

merciful.  A person who has trouble finding a 

shidduch, is sick, G-d forbid, who does not have a 

livelihood – if this leads him to awaken, draw 

close to Hashem and subjugate his heart to 

Heaven – is it not compassion? 

 

Moshe began to redeem the Jewish nation and 

things became more difficult.  Why?  Because 

Hashem wants to awaken us to call out to Him.  

The entire redemption began when they cried 

out to Hashem.  However, they did not cry out 

enough to complete the redemption.  Had they 

been inspired to call out more, with all of their 

strength, they would have been completely 

redeemed, with no subsequent exile. 

 

When a person merits final redemption, nothing 

can break his spirit and he literally feels no pain 

– as Rebbe Nachman taught in Torah 250: Know 

that all types of pain and suffering are only 

the result of deficiency of knowledge.  One 

who has knowledge and knows that 

everything is Divine Providence endures no 

tribulations and feels no pain.  We witness 

different and interesting things in the course of 

life – difficulties, inexplicable things.  We must 

decide, in our hearts, never to put intellect 

before emuna.  Emuna must always precede 

intellect - emuna that there is a Master of the 

House.  Whatever Hashem does – He does for the 

very best.  This is why we have come to this 

world – to withstand challenges of emuna. 


