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Vayakhel-Pekudei/Hachodesh 5777 

““““And the congregation of the ChilAnd the congregation of the ChilAnd the congregation of the ChilAnd the congregation of the Children of Israel left from before Moshedren of Israel left from before Moshedren of Israel left from before Moshedren of Israel left from before Moshe....””””    (Exodus (Exodus (Exodus (Exodus 33335555::::20202020))))    

After hearing the whole list of things they were expected to provide for the Mishkan, 
the Jews did not stand and pledge gifts or services.  Instead, they ran out from the 
gathering to begin collecting the necessary items immediately. This teaches us about the 
importance of enthusiasm and follow-through in mitzvos.  They didn’t even wait to be 
dismissed by Moshe.  Instead, they ran to bring what they could, lest someone else beat 
them to it. 

Additionally, the Torah tells us they ran out as a group to indicate that not a single one 
of them was hesitant to bring the materials for the building of the Mishkan.  However, 
there is another lesson we can infer from the description of the Jews. 

When they left, the Torah tells us that they left as one congregation, with a unified 
purpose.  When they came back to Moshe, though, the Torah says, “And each man 
whose heart lifted him came.”  It refers to them individually. 

The Ramban comments that the uplifting of the heart refers to those who came to 
perform skilled work, and not to those who were inspired to give materials.  He 
explains that they had not learned any of these skills or trades anywhere.  Rather, each 
person found within himself an ability to do something and he proudly came to Moshe 
and said, “I am ready to do whatever you tell me.”  They were uplifted by finding this 
Divinely-inspired talent. 

Perhaps this is the explanation:  The Jewish People as a single unit were charged with 
the building of the Mishkan.  They knew that between all of them it would get done, 
but not what or how much each would do.  They were being asked to do things that 
were foreign to them and they could not respond immediately. 

However, after they left, each person scrutinized himself and 
asked himself, “What can I do for the Mishkan?”  He found 
himself blessed with an ability to weave, craft, dye, or 
construct and it was this sense of purpose that elevated him.  
He would stand proudly as an individual part of the unified 
whole. 

He understood that his job was not to do what “everyone” 
could do, but to do what he was especially gifted in doing.  
This message is as applicable to us today as it was then.  We are part of a congregation, 
a team.  When you have a team, not everyone will be the quarterback, the team captain, 
or the general.  However, when each person gives what he can to the greater good of 
the group, every single one of them is a champion. 

 



This week we read Parshas HaChodesh, when HaShem showed Moshe and Aharon the form of the 
new moon, and explained how to sanctify the new month.  It goes on to discuss that Nissan should be 
the first month of our year, and that on the fourteenth day of that first month we are to celebrate 
Pesach. 

This is the first Mitzva of the Jewish People, to be in control of time, and designate it according to our 
schedules - not the other way around.  It is only after this that we are commanded to observe Pesach, 
the symbol and celebration of Freedom. 

If we put these ideas together, we understand that time is not supposed to rule us, forcing us into 
last-minute decisions and deadline-induced choices. 

Rather, we must control our time, make decisions with forethought 
and peace of mind, and that will enable us to be free. 

Just as the Jews who left Egypt were finally able to make their own 
decisions about what to do with their time, no longer subject to their 
taskmasters and Pharaoh, so are all Jews commanded to be in 
control of their time and choose to use it constructively and for the 
glory of Heaven. 

That was not only our first Mitzvah, for that time, but one that we are to continually fulfill, every day of 
our lives. 

Parsha Perspective Parsha Perspective Parsha Perspective Parsha Perspective ----    VayakhelVayakhelVayakhelVayakhel----PekudeiPekudeiPekudeiPekudei   by Rabbi Jonathan Gewirtz 

The architect of the Mishkan was named Betzalel. Because of his insight, Moshe made a 
play on his name and asked, "Were you 'b'tzail Kail,' in the shadow of G-d [when he told 
me how to build the Tabernacle]?" 

More than just being in the protective shade of G-d's countenance, Betzalel acted like a 
shadow, emulating G-d's actions just as our own shadows mimic our 
movements. 

So where did Betzalel's greatness lie? 

It was in his ability to bring out the greatness in others and enable 
them to be the best they could be. He recognized their innate abilities, 
guided them to bring their generous desires to fruition and helped 
them to soar. 

Such behavior is truly G-d-like, and something we can all strive to follow. 

 

FACEBUKER SHABBOS TABLE TALKING POINTS 
Parshas Vayakhel discusses all the work that was done. It lists what was made, what it was made of, 
and how. However, only in Parshas Vayakhel does it give us a reckoning of how much gold, silver, etc. 
was needed for the construction. 

This teaches a valuable lesson: When it’s your time to work, focus on the job at hand, not on what 
your reward might be, or what it’s costing you to do the job. We’ve been given time on this earth to 
achieve great things. Don’t focus on how much you’ve invested of your time and energy and think 
about what G-d will give you back. Let Him count the points and you just do what you can before the 
buzzer sounds. At the same time, make sure you don’t just work hard, but work smart. 

DISCUSS AT YOUR TABLE: If you were given three minutes to run through a supermarket and put whatever you 
wanted in the wagon, which would be given to you at the end, what type of items would you put in? Expensive ones? Your 
favorite foods? Cheap junk food?  

Now change that to good deeds and accomplishments in life and discuss what things you would focus on. 

Want to sign up to get this Shabbos Table Talk each week?  E-mail us at DoItForDovid@Gmail.com. 


