
Parshas Shoftim – אשר בנה בית חדש 

New and Improved 

The Torah’s list of deferments from the military, includes those who are newly married and those 

who never had the opportunity of enjoying a grape harvest from their vineyard. At the top of the 

list though, is someone who has finally completed construction on a new house and has not yet 

had a chance to live in it. R’ Yehuda and the Chachomim debate whether this deferral includes 

someone who has only renovated a house, rather than an entirely new structure. R’ Yehuda holds 

that new means completely new. A renovation would not qualify, unless the original building was 

completely demolished and construction began from scratch. The Chachomim, in a related 

Braissa, maintain that an internal restructuring, where the outer shell of the original house 

remained intact, also qualifies as grounds to excuse the homeowner from military service. R’ 

Nissim Tagger Shlit”a, of Yeshivas Bircas HaTorah in Yerushalayim, commented that the 

Rambam concurs with the view of the Chachomim, bringing this as grounds for excusal in the 

Halacha. Something remade can also be considered new. An internal makeover, even if it is all 

the same on the outside, is considered brand new, as well. 

Interestingly, Rav and Shmuel had this same disagreement earlier in the Torah -  ויקם מלך חדש על

 ,Was the “new” Egyptian Pharaoh an entirely different person or was it good ol’ Pharaoh .מצרים

just with a new attitude? The Ben Ish Chai, in Ben Yehoyada, teaches that the basis for both 

disagreements are one and the same. One side requires a complete reconstruction, inside and 

outside, to be called new. Pharaoh could not be a מלך חדש, if it was the same Pharaoh as before. 

The other opinion holds that new changes that remake things on the inside, makes it no longer 

the original structure as before. If Pharaoh was the same person, but with a whole new approach 

and outlook, that constitutes a מלך חדש. The Rambam sets this latter view as the Halacha. It can 

look the same, yet if things are restructured on the inside that too is called new. 

New and improved is on everybody’s minds these days. The ימי הרחמים והסליחות are upon us. A 

new year offers us a new opportunity for significant change and improvement in מדות ומעשים טובים 

and Avodas Hashem. What holds back so many of us from putting any meaningful change into 

motion, is the realization that we can’t hope to completely remake ourselves. We are what we 

are. What’s the point in some token effort towards doing better next year? The Rambam, in this 

Halacha, teaches us that internal changes make us new. Even if you don’t look any different on 

the outside, a move towards doing something better, an improved attitude, or a quiet, earnest 

commitment to take a fresh look at some daily requirement, transforms you and makes you 

entirely different – a מלך חדש. 

My “Kuntz” in guiding my Talmidim towards new growth and away from old, ingrained distractions 

and self-perceptions, is to regularly remind them that they are a year older than they were a year 

ago. On Day One, I try to make them understand that it would be such a pity for the kid who just 

walked through my door, to be the same kid who walked in to his old class a year ago. The story 

of the middle-aged fellow still Davening or Bentching the way he used to as a youngster, always 

gets a laugh. How can you still do it the same way you did it years back? Truthfully, it’s not funny. 

Look in the mirror. Who do you see? It may appear as good ol’ you. Yet, inside you can become 

an entirely new version of yourself. Welcome to your new home. 

Have a wonderful Shabbos, yk 
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Thursday, Parshas Shoftim-2 Ellul 
Rav Eliezer Hager of Vizhnitz, the Damesek Eliezer, born to the “Ahavas Yisrael” of Vizhnitz, 

a small town in Bukovina on the eastern slopes of the Capathian 
Mountains. He married Chava, daughter of Rav Yitzchak Meir of Kapishnitz 
(1891-1946) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Erev Shabbos Parshas Shoftim-3 Ellul 
Rav Avraham Yitzchak Kook, (1865-1935). Chief Rabbi of Israel for 19 years of his life. The first 

chief rabbi of what was then Palestine, Rav Kook was perhaps 
the most misunderstood figure of his time. Born in Latvia of 
staunch Chassidic and Misnagid stock, he retained throughout 
his life a unique blend of the mystical and the rational. He was a 
thorough master of the entire Halachic, Midrashic, philosophic, 
ethical, and Kabbalistic literature. He saw the return to Eretz 
Yisrael as not merely a political phenomenon to save Jews from 
persecution, but an event of extraordinary historical and 
theological significance. Rabbi Hutner once said that Rav Kook 
peered down on our world from great heights and hence his 
perspective was unique. Above all, Rav Kook pulsated with a 

sense of the Divine. Though keenly aware of the huge numbers of non-observant Jews, he had 
a vision of the repentance of the nation. His concept of repentance envisioned in addition to the 
repentance of the individual, a repentance of the nation as a whole; a repentance which would be 
joyous and healing. He refused to reject Jews as long as they identified themselves as Jews. He 
called for and envisioned a spiritual renaissance where "the ancient would be renewed and the 
new would be sanctified."  
 Rav Moshe Friedman (known as “Rav Moishenu”) of Boyan-Cracow (1881-1943). A son of 

Rav Shalom Yosef of Husyatin and great-grandson of Rav Yisrael of Rizhin, 
he married his cousin, Miriam, whose father, Rav Menachem Nachum of 
Boyan-Tchernowitz, was the son of the Pachad Yitzchak of Boyna. After the 
wedding, they lived with the Pachad Yitzchak in Boyan for 13 years. In 1934, 
Rav Meir Shapiro of Lublin passed away, and Rav Moishenu replaced him. 
He lived in Cracow, and then Tarno in 1940. On the 2nd of Elul of 1943, he 
and 7000 Jews of Tarna were sealed into cattle cars and taken to Aushwitz; 
the survivors of the trip, including Rav Moishenu, were gassed to death.  
 
 
 



 Rav Shraga Feivel Mendelowitz (1886-1948). Pursuing his dream, to “dot the American 
continent with Hebrew day schools," he founded Torah Umessorah, and he 
established his "Bais Hamidrash l'Mechanchim" in Monsey, NY, as well as 
Yeshiva Torah Vodaas.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Shabbos Kodesh Parshas Shoftim-4 Ellul 
 Rav Meir Simcha Hakohen of Dvinsk, the Ohr Someach and Meshech Chochma (1843-

1926). In a famous near prophetic passage written before 1926, he 
presents a brilliant theory of Jewish history in exile and refers to those 
who forget their origins and think “Berlin is Jerusalem”, and are doomed 
to destruction (B’chukosai). R' Meir Simcha served as Rabbi of Dvinsk 
for nearly 40 years. R' Meir Simcha was a strong supporter of the 
settlement of Eretz Yisrael and greeted the Balfour Declaration with 
enthusiasm. In 1906 he was offered the position of rabbi of Jerusalem 
but bowed to the entreaties of his congregants to remain in Dvinsk. 
 
 
 
 
 

Rav Moshe Aharon Pinto (1995), heeding his father’s command to avoid temporal pleasures, 
secluded himself in his home for forty years and living on 
almost nothing but scraps of bread dipped in oil. After these 
40 years, he traveled, explaining, “Hashem created a 
beautiful world. What will I tell Him when He asks me after 
120 years whether I witnessed and appreciated the 
wonders of His creation?” Rav Moshe Aharon’s 
descendants have printed and distributed thousands of 
copies of the “Perek Shira” that describes how every 
creature is part of a worldwide symphony of Hashem’s 
praise. Rav Moshe Aharon’s oldest son, Rav Chaim is the 

rav of Ashdod, and Rav Chaim’s son, Rav Yoshiyahu Yosef, has created the “Shuvah Yisrael” 
organization, which draws many youngsters back to Torah and mitzvos. Another of Rav Moshe 
Aharon’s sons, Rav Yaakov, traveled to America after Rav Moshe Aharon’s passing and founded 
the Pinto Center in Los Angeles during the 1980s. He is president of the “Netivei Chaim veMoshe 
Pinto” Institutions that he and his brothers established in Ashdod, which include a beis medrash, 
a supermarket and kitchen for the needy, a publishing house, and much more.  
 

 

 

 



Monday, Parshas Ki Saytzay -6 Ellul 

Rav Gershon Shaul Yom Tov Lipman Heller - Ba’al Tosefos YomTov (1654). Born several 

days after the death of his father, Nosson, he was raised by his grandfather, 

Moshe Wallerstein HaLevi Heller in Vienna. At the age of 13, he was sent to 

study in Prague with the MaHaRaL. At 18, he was appointed to the MaHaRaL's 

judicial court in Prague, a position he held for 27 years. In 1622, he left Prague 

for Nicholsburg where he served as Rav and Av Beis Din. However, after 6 

months he was called to serve in Vienna, as Av Beis Din. In 1627, he was 

chosen to head the Beis Din of Prague. However, after only 6 months, he was imprisoned for 40 

days after which he was released penniless. He was forbidden to practice his profession as well. 

By 1630 the ban was lifted and in 1631, he was asked to take a position in Nimerov. In 1634 he 

was elected rabbi in Ludmir where he remained for a total of 7 years. In 1641 he became Av Beis 

Din and Rav of the Jewish community in Crakow where he died 13 years later. He is buried in the 

Crakow cemetery along the fence in the area devoted to the poor and the needy. In addition to 

his famous Tosefos Yom Tov, one of the most important commentaries on Mishna, he authored 

the Sefer “Tzuras HaBayis,” a detailed explanation of Rashi’s view of the Third Temple as 

described by Ezekiel (chapters 40-43).  

Rav Yekusiel Yehuda Teitelbaum, Av Beis Din of Sighet, Romania, the Yetev Lev (1883), 

grandson of Rav Moshe Teitelbaum, the Yismach Moshe. Shortly after his marriage, he was 

invited to become Av Beis Din of Stropkov in 1832, which led to similar positions in Ujhely (1841), 

Gorlitz, Drahbitsch (1857), and Sighet (1858). In addition to Yetev Lev, he authored Yitav Panim, 

and Avnei Tsedek.  

 Rav Yechezkel Sarna (1969). At the age of 11, he went to Slobodka, near Kovno. In 1903, he 

started learning at Yeshivas Knesses Yisrael, under the rosh yeshiva, 

Rav Chaim Rabinowitz. A year later, Rav Yechezkel went with Rav 

Rabinowitz to Telze, only to return in 1907, now under Rav Nosson Tzvi 

Finkel, the Alter of Slobodka. At that time, Slobodka's beis midrash was 

filled with some of the great Torah scholars of Lithuania, including Rav 

Aharon Kotler, Rav Yaakov Kamenetsky, and Rav Eliezer Man Shach. In 

1924, the Lithuanian government had decided to revoke the right of 

yeshiva students to an exemption from army service. After consulting with 

the Alter, it was decided that part of the yeshiva should be transferred to 

Eretz Yisrael. It was decided to transfer the yeshiva to Chevron. In 1926, 

a new mashpia ruchani was appointed: Rav Leib Chasman. After the petirah of the Alter in the 

winter of 1917, Rav Yechezkel gained recognition as the mussar leader in the citadel of the Alter, 

along with Rav Leib Chasman. In Av of 1929, blood baths inundated the country; one of the worst 

hit was the Jewish settlement in Hevron. During the infamous savage massacre by Hevron's 

Arabs, twenty-four of the yeshiva's students lost their lives. He himself had gone to Yerushalayim 

on the Thursday prior to the Shabbos of the massacre, but due to the tense situation he was 

unable to return to Hevron in time for Shabbos. Rebuilding slowly in Yerushalayim, by Rosh 

Hashanah the yeshiva had already assumed once more the form of a yeshiva in the full sense of 

that term.  

 

 



Thursday, Parshas Ki Saytzay-9 Ellul 

Dan ben Yaakov Avinu Birthday (1566 BCE) and Yartzeit (1441 BCE) (Midrash Tadshe). Many 

gather for a Hillula at the Kever right near the entrance to Beit Shemesh. 

 

Rav Tzadok HaKohen Rabinowitz of Lublin, author of Pri Tzadik, Resisei Layla, and other 

works (1900). The son of Rav Yaakov HaKohen, Rav of Kreisberg, Rav Tzadok studied only the 

revelead aspects of Torah (halacha and Talmud) until he was 24. Beginning in 1847, he learned 

only kabbalistic teachings. Rabbi Tzadok became a chasid of the Izbitcher Rebbe and a close 

friend of Rav Yehuda Leib Eiger. Upon the death of Rav Eiger in 1888, he agreed to take over 

the leadership of the chasidim. Rabbi Tzadok was a prolific writer whose works made an 

enormous impact with their profound thoughts. Besides writing numerous chidushim, he also 

wrote scholarly essays on astronomy, geometry, and algebra. 

 

 Rav Yonasan Shteif (1958), Rav”d of Budapest and Rov of K'hal Adas 

Yere'im-Vien in New York.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Novominsker Rebbe, Rav Nachum Mordechai Perlow of Novominsk, Poland (1976). The 

son of R' Alter Yisrael Shimon (the Tiferes Ish) and grandson of R' 

Yaakov, the first Novominsker Rebbe and author of the sefer Shufra 

D'Yaakov. In 1916, Rav Nachum married Beila Rochma, the daughter of 

Rav Yitzchak Zelig Morgenstern, the Sokolover Rebbe. The Sokolover 

Rebbe was one of the leading founders of Agudas Yisrael, as well as a 

Rosh Yeshiva. He was also a direct descendant of the Kotzker Dynasty, 

and he embodied the approach of Kotzk. Rav Nachum learned with his 

father-in-law for five years and later helped his father-in-law found the 

Yeshiva Beis Yisrael in Sokolov. In 1926 he journeyed to the United States to raise financial 

resources for the Sokolover Yeshiva, eventually choosing to make his home and open his Beis 

Medrash in the Brooklyn. He authored the sefer Pe’er Nachum. He was actively involved in 

Agudath Israel, and his son, R' Yaakov, is the current Novominsker Rebbe and one of the leading 

rabbinic figures in the United States today.  
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