
 שנראה כל אחד מעלת חברינו ולא חסרונם
 

Ma’amar by the Tolna Rebbe שליט"א* 
 
Rabbi Moshe Tzala שליט"א, who was one of the devoted gabbaim of my grandfather, 1 זיע"א, told me 
that once my grandfather spent Shabbos in Haifa, and, uncharacteristically, he decided to daven in a 
certain shul whose members were lax in Torah observance.  After davening, one of the members 
brought a kugel, and it was clear that the kugel had just been freshly baked, on Shabbos, and was thus 
forbidden for consumption. 
 
My grandfather זיע"א faced a dilemma.  On the one hand, he was especially careful when it came to 
kashrus and avoiding forbidden foods, but on the other hand, he did not wish to embarrass that Jew 
who certainly fell under the category of תינוק שנשבה (somebody who did not have a religiously 
observant upbringing).  My grandfather would often cite the popular, humorous interpretation of the 
pasuk in Tehillim (22:7) in which David Ha’melech says, ואנכי תולעת ולא איש – “and I am a worm, not a 
man.”  Knowing that people are far more careful to avoid eating insects than they are to avoid “eating” 
people– meaning, causing them harm and embarrassment – David here prayed that people would look 
upon him as a worm, which they must therefore avoid consuming, rather than treat him as a person, 
whom may then insult and humiliate.  My grandfather endeavored to be as careful to avoid offending a 
fellow Jew as he was to avoid eating forbidden food. 
 
To solve this problem, he decided to ask the man, out of blue, whether the kugel might be fleishigs, 
since he was required by doctor’s orders to drink a glass of milk after davening.  The man excitedly 
replied that he had prepared the kugel with especially high-quality animal fat.  My grandfather said that 
he could not eat the kugel because he needed to drink milk, but he wanted to take a piece with him and 
eat it later.  He brought it to the house where he was staying, and he discarded it. 
 
This story is an inspiring example of how far my grandfather זיע"א went to avoid causing any sort of 
embarrassment to any Jew, or to offend any Jew, not to mention that he avoided speaking disparagingly 
about any Jew.  The truth is that he never became angry at a fellow Jew, and he always dealt with 
people in a calm, humble manner.  He could not bear to hear something derogatory about any Jew, even 
a Jew who was distant from Torah and committed grievous sins.  He never saw evil in another Jew, and 
tried with all his might and with all his soul to respect each and every person. 
 
This message emerges from this week’s parsha, from the story of the meraglim.   
 
Rashi, commenting on the beginning of the parsha, writes that the spies should have learned the lesson 
of Miriam’s being punished with tzara’as for עסקי דבה, for her negative speech about Moshe Rabbenu.  
But they failed to learn this lesson, and they spoke negatively about Eretz Yisrael.  At first glance, Rashi’s 
comments seem very difficult to understand.  Miriam spoke about Moshe Rabbenu, the רעיא מהימנא 
(“faithful shepherd”), whereas the meraglim did not speak about any person at all, but rather about the 
stones and the earth of Eretz Yisrael.  Why were they punished for failing to learn the lesson of Miriam’s 
sin, when they did something so much different from what Miriam did? 
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Rashi’s comments prove that the prohibition of הוצאת דבה, disparaging speech, is so severe, that it 
forbids speaking disparagingly even about the ground and the produce of Eretz Yisrael.  As the pasuk 
(Tehillim 128:5) says, וראה בטוב ירושלים – we must look only at the goodness and fine qualities of 
Yerushalayim.  Likewise, we must search for and see only the fine qualities of every person and every 
action, as Reb Elimelech of Lizhensk 2 זיע"א wrote in the famous prayer he composed to be recited 
before davening, שנראה כל אחד מעלת חברינו ולא חסרונם – “May we each see our peers’ good qualities, 
and not their faults.”  This is the lesson that we must all learn from the parsha – to respect and value 
each member of Am Yisrael. 
 
This is an especially important lesson for chasanim when they get married.  The Gemara (Yevamos 62b) 
teaches,  בשביל אשתולעולם יהא אדם זהיר בכבוד אשתו שאין ברכה מצויה בתוך ביתו של אדם אלא  - “A 
person should always ensure to honor his wife, for blessing is found in a person’s home only because of 
his wife.”  The Gemara then adds that Rava would teach, “Give honor to your wives so that you will be 
wealthy.”  Elsewhere (Bava Basra 98a), the Gemara teaches that one who acts arrogantly is not accepted 
even by the members of his household.  The most important advice that needs to be given to one who 
prepares to build a new family is to respect his wife more than himself, and to never speak disparagingly 
about anything relevant to her or her family, to try to never speak disparagingly about any person, any 
action, or any object, and to instead see only what is positive and admirable about everything.  He will 
then fill his home with blessing, and see ובמצוות בנים ובני בנים עוסקים בתורה , amen. 
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