
 
כי יתן איש אל רעהו כסף או כלים וגנב מבית 

האיש אם ימצא הגנב ישלם שנים. אם לא 
א הגנב ונקרב בעל הבית אל האלוקים אם ימצ

ז(-)כב: ולא שלח ידו במלאכת רעהו   
If a man will give to his friend money or 
vessels to guard, and it is stolen from the 
house of the man, if the thief is found he shall 
pay double. If the thief is not found, then the 
householder shall approach the court that he 
had not laid his hands on his fellow’s property 
(22: 6-7) 
The Chasam Sofer (Toras Moshe) related the 
following drush on these pessukim, which he 
heard from his rebbe, the hailigeh Rav Nosson 
Adler zt”l: 
 if a man will give. i.e. IF HASHEM -כי יתן איש
WILL GIVE  (At times we find that the title “ish” 
refers to HaShem, as the passuk says,  ה' איש
 (מלחמה
 to his friend- HaShem’s friend is KLAL-אל רעהו
YISROEL (Klal Yisroel is so beloved to HaShem, 
that He calls them His friend-Midrash) 
 money or vessels- can refer to -כסף או כלים
MONEY or anything that HaShem gives a person 
for his needs, including the LIMBS OF HIS BODY 
 ,to guard, i.e. HaShem gives us our eyes-לשמור
ears, mouth etc., but He wants us TO KEEP IT 
HOLY 
 and it is stolen from the house of- וגנב מבית האיש
the man, i.e. IT IS USED FOR THE WRONG 
THINGS AND TAKEN AWAY FROM KEDUSHA 
 if the thief is found, IF THE -אם ימצא הגנב
PERSON STILL HAS NOT DONE TESHUVA 
(thereby still deserving of the title “thief”) 

ם שניםישל - he shall pay double, (The passuk in 
Yeshaya 40:2 tells us that when one “takes” from 
HaShem, there is a double punishment-   לקחה
 (מיד ה' כפלים בכל חטאתיה
 if the thief is not found,(why-אם לא ימצא הגנב
would HaShem not be able to find the thief?) IF 
HASHEM CANNOT FIND THE THIEF, BECAUSE 
TESHUVA WAS DONE SO HE IS NO LONGER A 
THIEF 

 then the householder -ונקרב בעל הבית אל האלהים
shall approach the courts (The word Elokim 
typically refers to HaShem, however in the 
context of our passuk, it refers to the beis din. 
The Chassam Sofer is telling us to read it the 
regular way, taken out of context, i.e. HaShem). 
BECAUSE THIS PERSON DID TESHUVA, HE CAN 
NOW COME EVEN CLOSER TO HASHEM THAN 
HE WAS BEFORE-  כי במקום שבעלי תשובה עומדין
 There is however one .אין צדיקים גמורין יכולין לעמוד
condition: 
 that he had not laid -אם לא שלח ידו במלאכת רעהו
his hands on his fellow’s property.  The previous 
discussion applies only if the sins were  בין אדם
 HaShem accepts our teshuvah if it is .למקום
between ourselves and Him. HOWEVER, IF HE 
LAID HIS HAND ON ANOTHER PERSON, i.e.  בין
 THEN THE TESHUVAH WILL NOT ,אדם לחבירו
HELP UNTIL HE APPEASES HIM. 
In summary, the Chasam Sofer is sharing with 
us the insight that everything that we have in 
this world was given to us from HaShem for the 
purpose of safeguarding its holiness. If we use it 
for a purpose other than the reason it was given 
to us, it is akin to stealing from HaShem. If the 
“thief” is caught, the punishment is double. But 
one can escape being caught by HaShem, and 
that is through teshuva. Furthermore, the power 
of teshuvah is so strong that by doing teshuvah, 
he can actually come closer to HaShem in a way 
that was not possible previously. Of course, all 
the teshuvah in the world will not help if the sin 
was hurting a friend. For this, one is required to 
appease his friend. After relating this beautiful 
insight from his rebbe, the Chasam Sofer said 
that his rebbe should be kissed for such a vort!!  
We have so many precious and valuable gifts 
from the Aibishter. Each gift should be treasured 
and used in the best manner possible. 
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דרכים 
 בפרשה
       משפטים

 

R’ Mordechai Appel, an 
alumnus of Yeshivas Mir 

Yerushalayim, is a 
regular Maggid Shiur in 
the Toronto community. 

 


