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עקב אשר שמע אברהם בקלי, וישמר משמרתי “ 26:5

 ”מצותי חקתי ותורתי

“Because Avrohom obeyed My voice, and observed My 

safeguards, My commandments, My decrees, and My Torahs.”  There 

was a famine in Eretz Kna’an, where Yitzchok lived.  Hakodosh Boruch 

Hu told Yitzchok not to travel down to Mitzrayim, rather he should stay 

in Eretz Kna’an and Hakodosh Boruch Hu will heap Brocha upon him and 

his descendents because of His promise to Avrohom Avinu.  The Torah 

tells us that it was because Avrohom listened to Hashem’s Mitzvos, 

Chukim and Torahs.  Yuma 28b – The Gemara learns from this Posuk that 

Avrohom Avinu was Mekayeim the entire Torah, even Eiruv Tavshilin.  It 

is learned from the word, “תורתי” – which is a Loshon Rabbim – meaning 

two Torahs – Avrohom kept both Torah Shebiksav and Torah Shebal Peh.  

Why does the Gemara choose the Mitzvah of Eiruv Tavshilin as the 

“Mitzvah” that demonstrates the extent of what Avrohom Avinu kept?  

The following Divrei Torah will expound on this topic, and support the 

P’shat offered in the closing paragraph. 

ץ חיות"מהר   – Yuma 28b – “קיים אברהם עירוב תבשילין” – It 

says in Reish Yuchsin a Girsa that Avrohom even fulfilled the Mitzvah of 

Eiruv Chatzeiros.  The reason that Eiruvei Chatzeiros was selected is 

because it shows the power of Hakodosh Boruch Hu in this world, that 

He is Ruler over this world, and all is his. One needs to make an Eiruv to 

combine different locations for all is not his.  However, I think that the 

Girsa is “Eiruvei Techumin,” for the Posuk says the word, “עקב” – “heel,” 

something which one uses his heel for – and that is what an Eiruv 

Techum is, for it allows one to walk further distances.   

ש"רש   - Yuma 28b – “קיים אברהם עירוב תבשילין” – The 

Gemara uses the example of Eiruv Tavshilin for it is a Mitzvah 

D’rabonon, a Mitzvah that is part of Torah Shebal Peh, and the 

Chachomim derived this Eiruv from a Drasha.   

 The last letters of – ”עקב אשר שמע אברהם“ 26:5 – פני דוד 

these words spell, “מערב” – from a Loshon of being מערב (putting 

together) an ערוב תבשילין.   

ח"ברכת הרי   What – ”עקב אשר שמע אברהם בקלי“ 26:5 – 

does the Posuk mean here when it says “עקב” – “heel?”  The Gemara in 

Sanhedrin 89b says that when Hakodosh Boruch Hu requested Avrohom 

to Shecht his son, He used the word “נא” – “Please.”  Hakodosh Boruch 

Hu was asking Avrohom to please withstand this test of Shechting his 

son, so that it should not be said that the previous nine tests were 

worthless, because he could not withstand this final test.  We see from 

here that the final test, the test of the Akeidah, demonstrated that 

everything he did, including the previous nine tests that he passed, were 

all for the sake of Hakodosh Boruch Hu, and His Honor.  “עקב” – By 

Avrohom fulfilling the will of Hakodosh Boruch Hu with the Akeidas 

Yitzchok, the “final (heel) test” that was the proof that he truly listened 

to Hashem for the sake of Hashem.   

“ 26:5 – העמק דבר  וישמר , עקב אשר שמע אברהם בקלי

תורתימשמרתי מצותי חקתי ו  Avrohom was – ”אשר שמע אברהם בקלי“ – ”

meticulous in his observance of Hashem’s commands.  “וישמר משמרתי” 

– Avrohom toiled in Torah study.  “מצותי” – Avrohom fulfilled the 

Mitzvos of the Torah.  “חקתי” – This refers to the Middos with which the 

Torah is Darshened.  “ותורתי” – Avrohom fulfilled both Torahs: Torah 

Shebiksav and Torah Shebal Peh.   

“ 26:5 - תפארת יהונתן  וישמר , עקב אשר שמע אברהם בקלי

 Although Avrohom Avinu heeded all of – ”משמרתי מצותי חקתי ותורתי

the Mitzvos of the Torah, nonetheless, he himself was not Zoche to 

settle in the Land of Eretz Yisroel.  Rather he was only Zoche to be there 

as a גר, a sojourner.  Avrohom was the אב המון גוים –the father of a 

multitude of nations, and he did not have a place to settle.  The reward 

for Avrohom would be בעקב, at the end, that his progeny would be 

Zoche to settle the Land of Eretz Yisroel and for it to be theirs for 

eternity.  However, until then, they need to accept the Geirus, their 

exile, and that they are sojourners - until that time will come.   

 – ”וישמר משמרתי מצותי חקותי ותורתי“ 64:4 – בראשית רבה 

Rebbe Yonason said in the name of Rebbe Yochanon: Avrohom knew 

even the laws of Eiruvei Chatzeiros.  “תורתי” – “My Torahs” means two 

Torahs; Torah Shebiksav and Torah Shebal Peh, indicating that Avrohom 

observed even a minor commandment of the Torah Shebal Peh.   

 There is a – ”חצירות“ Bereishis Rabbah 64:4 – אשד הנחלים 

prohibition from the Torah of carrying articles from a private domain 

into a public domain, and vice versa.  To safeguard this Halacha, the 

Chachomim prohibited carrying from one domain to another even 

within the same courtyard, although it is entirely in a private domain.  

They permitted carrying there only if the people of the courtyard 

established an Eiruv Chatzeiros, which symbolically links all of the 

inhabitants of the courtyard together.  These types of Mitzvos are called 

 safeguards”, for they are fences which the Chachomim“ – ”משמרת“

created in order to safeguard the Torah Shebiksav.  The Medrash is 

telling us that even with these Mitzvos, Avrohom was meticulous in their 

observance.   

“ Bereishis Rabbah 64:4 - נזר הקודש  ות ערובי חצרות אפילו הלכ

  ”.Avrohom knew even Hilchos Eiruvei Chatzeiros“ – ”היה אברהם יודע

Why does the Medrash say that Avrohom even “knew” the Hilchos of 

Eiruvei Chatzeiros, and then says that he “observed” even minor 

commandments of the Torah Shebal Peh?  Although Avrohom Avinu was 

a sojourner in the land of Eretz Yisroel, being that it was given to him by 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu, it was his, and no person technically had any rights 

in the land.  Being that this was so, Avrohom would never have needed 

to make an Eiruvei Chatzeiros, being that it was all his.  The Medrash 

tells us, that although this Halacha was not applicable to Avrohom, 

nonetheless, he knew all of these Halachos.   

י שטייף"מהר   - 26:5 “ וישמר , עקב אשר שמע אברהם בקלי

 We learn from this Posuk that the Zechus – ”משמרתי מצותי חקתי ותורתי

of the Mitzvos of the Avos endures for many generations.  The Brochos 

Klal Yisroel receive now, are still in the Zechus of the Avos Hakdoshim.   

שמשון רפאל הירש' ר   - 26:5 “ , עקב אשר שמע אברהם בקלי

 Eikev means to follow someone – ”וישמר משמרתי מצותי חקתי ותורתי

unexpectedly.  By extension, Eikev denotes the unexpected result, the 

unsought reward (Bereishis 25:26).  “וישמר משמרתי” – We have been 

entrusted as שומרים, guarders, of the Torah.  We are to guard it and use 

it according to the Will of the Owner, but we have no right to do with it 

as we please.  A Shomer has two duties; constant attentiveness, and 

protection. Constant attentiveness - that which is entrusted to the 

Shomer must always be on his mind.  ירת התורהמש  means “learning,” 

for to truly engage in learning means to be ever mindful of the Rotzon 

Hashem, in all its aspects and ramifications. Protection – to safeguard 

that which was entrusted to him, so that it remains intact.  This is done 

through Takanos and Gezeiros.  Avrohom practiced all of the Takanos 

and Gezeiros of the Chachomim, and kept away from anything that even 

appeared to be morally repugnant, and by guarding himself against 

doing wrong, as well anything that could potentially lead him to do that 

which is wrong.  “מצותי” – is related to the word צבא meaning to station 

someone at his post.  The commanders will is carried out in the widest 

circles by his deputies.  By being a Metzaveh, he creates for himself a 

 Mitzvos are those orders by which the Divine purposes are carried  .צבא

out, purposes of Mishpat and Tzedakah, which Hashem wants in His 

world, as well as the duties of justice and compassion, and kindness and 

love.  “חקתי” – is from the root חקק – the rules that limit the sensual will 

– the laws of morality and of the sanctity of bodily life.  “ותורתי” – is 

from the root הרה, to conceive, to absorb seed.  The Hif’il הורה means: 

to plant a seed; by extension, it means: to implant the seeds of truth and 

goodness, of knowledge and morality – to teach.  “תורות” are the 

teachings of truth and goodness that were revealed by Hashem.  We are 

to absorb these teachings in our minds and hearts, so that they should 

beget in us the awareness of truth and the desire for good.  מצוה is the 

mission we are to accomplish.  חוק makes the person fit for this mission.  

 provides the requisite knowledge.  Avrohom was a true Eved תורה

Hashem, in all facets.   

“ 26:5 - מעין בית השואבה  וישמר , עקב אשר שמע אברהם בקלי

 The Gemara in Yuma 28b says that – ”משמרתי מצותי חקתי ותורתי
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Avrohom Avinu was Mekayeim the entire Torah, even the Mitzvah of 

Eiruv Tavshilin.  Why choose this Mitzvah of Eiruv Tavshilin, as opposed 

to just saying that Avrohom Avinu was Mekayeim even Mitzvos 

D’Rabonon.  The purpose of the Eiruv Tavshilin is that by one beginning 

to prepare for his needs for Shabbos during the weekdays, that permits 

one to prepare on Yom Tov for Shabbos, for the preparation on Yom Tov 

is just an extension of what already began before Yom Tov.  We have a 

Klal Gadol that all Inyanim of the Torah come to us as a Mesorah from 

the Avos.  Avrohom Avinu’s Kiyum Hatorah is the beginning of the 

Mesorah of Kiyum Hatorah for Klal Yisroel.  The giving of the Torah to 

Klal Yisroel at Har Sinai was a continuation of the Mesoras Ha’avos.  It 

was because the Avos Hakdoshim were Mekayeim the Torah before it 

was given at Har Sinai, that Klal Yisroel were Zoche to receive the Torah 

at Har Sinai.  Just as by Eiruv Tavshilin, the preparations must begin 

before, so too, by the Avos being Mekayeim the Torah is what enabled 

Klal Yisroel to receive the Torah.  The Gemara is teaching us that it was 

crucial for Avrohom and the Avos to be Mekayeim the Torah, for like 

Eiruv Tavshilin, they needed to be Mekayeim the Torah in order for Klal 

Yisroel to be Zoche in the Torah.  (Shemos 12:21 “ משכו וקחו לכם צאן

 the“ – ”הפסח“ Why does the Posuk say – ”למשפחותיכם ושחטו הפסח

Pesach” as if it was already known, when this was the first time that Klal 

Yisroel were commanded about the Pesach?  It was already accepted as 

Mesorah from the Avos, as we find by Yitzchok Avinu as brought in the 

Pirkei D’Rebbe Eliezer 32).  

“ 26:5 - יצב אברהם  וישמר , עקב אשר שמע אברהם בקלי

 The Gemara in Yuma 28b says that we – ”משמרתי מצותי חקתי ותורתי

learn from this Posuk that Avrohom Avinu was Mekayeim all of the 

Mitzvos, even Eiruv Tavshilin.  The Tosfos Yeshonim asks why Eiruv 

Tavshilin was mentioned here as the Mitzvah that Avrohom Avinu 

performed. Perhaps we can answer this question based on the words of 

the Belzer Rebbe, who said, “Eiruvei Tavshilin is a Segulah for Yiras 

Shomayim – so I have as a Kabbalah from my holy forefathers.  One 

Shita in the Gemara says that the reason for an Eiruv Tavshilin is to 

ensure that one has proper food for the honor of Yom Tov as well as 

having proper food for the honor of Shabbos.  The other Shita says that 

the reason is so that one should not come to cook on Yom Tov for the 

weekdays.  The reason for this is because of Yiras Shomayim, that one 

should not Chas V’sholom be Mechalel Yom Tov or forget to take care of 

his needs for Shabbos. Ensuring not to be Mechalel Yom Tov, and 

making sure to take care of his needs for Shabbos so that Shabbos 

receives the proper honor, comes from Yirah.  Therefore Eiruv Tavshilin 

is a Segulah for Yiras Shomayim.  Avrohom Avinu served Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu with Ahavah, with love.  The Nisoyon of the Akeidah was to 

see if Avrohom could also serve Hakodosh Boruch Hu with Yirah.  After 

Avrohom passed the test of the Akeidah, the Torah tells us that now it is 

known that Avrohom is a Yarei Elokim.  The Gemara mentions that 

Avrohom Avinu even performed the Mitzvah of Eiruv Tavshilin to stress 

that Avrohom Avinu performed his Avodas Hashem in a complete 

manner: In Ahavas Hashem, which was well known of Avrohom’s great 

love for Hashem, as well as Yiras Hashem.  The Posuk uses the word 

  .which is a Remez to Avrohom Avinu’s Yiras Hashem – ”עקב“

 There are – ”עקב אשר שמע אברהם בקלי“ 26:5 – בעל הטורים 

ב"קע  (the same letters as the word “עקב” of the Posuk which is 172) 

words in the Aseres Hadibros, and Avrohom heeded all of them.  The ten 

words in this Posuk are K’neged the Aseres Hadibros that Avrohom 

Avinu heeded. This is also K’neged the ten Ma’amoros with which the 

world was created.  Avrohom listened to the Voice of Hakodosh Boruch 

Hu for 172 ,עקב years.  Avrohom recognized Hakodosh Boruch Hu at the 

age of three, and then listened to Hashem for the next 172 years - until 

the end of his life, for he lived 175 years.   

ג"רלב   Avrohom did not – ”עקב אשר שמע אברהם בקלי“ 26:5 - 

veer to the right nor the left of anything Hakodosh Boruch Hu said.  

Rather he listened to His commands implicitly. 

 This refers to the Mitzvah of – ”וישמר משמרתי“ 26:5 - חזקוני 

Milah, which Avrohom accepted upon himself to perform it 

immediately.   

 Avrohom was the – ”וישמר משמרתי“ 26:5 - מנחה בלולה 

paradigm of Chesed, and the entire world was sustained in his Zechus.   

זכריה' ר   Avrohom went above and – ”וישמר משמרתי“ 26:5 - 

beyond his obligations.  A Ben Noach is only not allowed to serve 

Avodah Zarah.  Avrohom Avinu did not only not serve Avodah Zara, but 

he even destroyed his father’s Avodah Zara.   

ק"רד   Avrohom Avinu fulfilled all of – ”וישמר משמרתי“ 26:5 – 

the Torah, even Eiruv Tavshilin.  “משמרתי” – is a Remez to Eiruv Tavshilin 

which is a משמרת, a safeguard, for Melacha on Yom Tov.   

רת חתם סופ"שו   – YD 73 - Yuma 28b – “ קיים אברהם עירוב

 Eiruv Tavshilin refers to that which Avrohom Avinu was – ”תבשילין

Makpid not to mix meat and milk together, as we saw when he served 

the Malachim. He did not want to give the meat first and then milk – 

rather he first gave them milk and then meat.   

א"ריטב   – Yuma – “אפילו” – Avrohom Avinu even performed 

the very easy Mitzvah of Eiruv Tavshilin, which is only a reminder that 

one should remember to prepare a food for Shabbos.  Therefore, Chazal 

were very lenient with this Mitzvah, and one can prepare for the Eiruv 

Tavshilin a K’zayis for many people.  

קיים אברהם אבינו את כל התורה “ – Yuma 28b – בן יהוידע 

 this refers to one who is) מצווה ועושה One who is not a – ”כולה

commanded to perform a Mitzvah, and performs it) – meaning that he 

performs a Mitzvah although he was not commanded to do so, he does 

receive reward for his performance of the Mitzvah, but does not create 

a positive Ruchniyos effect in Shomayim by this performance.  One who 

is commanded to perform the Mitzvah, not only does he receive reward 

for the performance of the Mitzvah, but he also causes a positive 

Ruchniyos effect in Shomayim, at the root of that particular Mitzvah.  

This effect in Shomayim, has a Kiyum, and one can say that he was 

Mekayeim the Mitzvah.  Although the Tanna told us at the end of 

Meseches Kiddushin that Avrohom Avinu עשה, performed all of the 

Mitzvos, here we are being taught a great Chiddush.  Although Avrohom 

Avinu was not commanded to perform all of the Mitzvos of the Torah, 

nonetheless, because of the great Kedusha of Avrohom Avinu and with 

which he performed the Mitzvos, that he was also Mekayeim the 

Mitzvos, he created a positive Ruchniyos effect in Shomayim by his 

performance of the Mitzvos as if he had been commanded to perform 

the Mitzvos.   

 Perhaps now we can understand why the Gemara singled out 

the Mitzvah of Eiruv Tavshilin delineating that Avrohom Avinu even 

performed that Mitzvah – and why others say that it was Eiruvei 

Chatzeiros, or Eiruvei Techumin.  The common thread between the 

three Eiruvin are that they are all something that needs to be done prior 

to something else – such as Shabbos or Yom Tov.  The Mishna in Avos in 

the fourth Perek tells us, “ . העולם הזה דומה לפרוזדור בפני העולם הבא

 This world is like the“ – ”התקן עצמך בפרוזדור כדי שתכנס לטרקלין

antechamber for the world to come.  Prepare yourself in the 

antechamber so that you may enter the grand ballroom.”  Avrohom 

Avinu was the carrier of the Mesorah.  Although he did not actually 

receive the Torah from Hakodosh Boruch Hu, it is as if he did.  He was 

prepared to fulfill the Rotzon Hashem no matter what it was.  Avrohom’s 

Midah was a Midah of Chesed – Ahavah, yet he also served Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu with Yirah.  He knew everything in the Torah Shebiksav and 

Torah Shebal Peh, and followed it to the letter, and was also able to 

elevate his performance to that of a מצווה ועושה.  Avrohom Avinu stayed 

focused on what his Avodah was in this world, and was preparing for the 

future.  May we be Zoche to emulate Avrohom Avinu, and seek to fulfill 

the Rotzon Hashem in all aspects of our life, both through Ahavah, as 

well as Yirah.   


