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 פרשת האזינו
This adaptation is dedicated in honor 

of my dear wife, Devorah, 
and our dear son and daughter, Moishe & Yael. 

העניא בת פריידלרצה בת רחל ו רפואה שלימה:ל   
 
 
 
 

 
  

 

 "האזינו השמים ואדברה ותשמע הארץ אמרי פי" 
“Give ear, O heavens, and I will speak; 
and may the earth, hear the words of 
my mouth.”       )לב, א(  
 
Do the heavens have ears that Moshe instructs 
them to “give ear?”  R’ Yehoshua of Kfar Sachnin 
says that we learn from this that the heavens 
indeed have a mouth, a heart and ears.  Mouth: 
“The heavens recite the glory of G-d.”1  Heart: 
“and the mountain burned with fire up to the 
heart of the heavens.”2  Ears: “Give ear, O 
heavens.”3 
 
 

)לב, גו" ("כי שם ד' אקרא הבו גדל לאלקינ  
“When I call out the name of Hashem, 
ascribe greatness to our G-d.” 
 
There is no such thing as everything going well 
for anyone – there is no one for whom 
everything goes smoothly in both spirituality 
and materialism.  Everyone faces their own 
obstacles, each with the path he receives - and all 
to teach us to turn to Hashem.  Here, in our 
physical bodies, there are problems with our 
children, challenges with our spouses, troubles 
in earning a livelihood, struggles with 
shidduchim, difficulties with our neighbors and 
with ourselves.  Everything is trying.  In the 
midst of all of these distressing tribulations – we 
must turn to Hashem. 
 
This is why Moshe instructed the Jewish people 
to learn from him and do as he did.  He said, 
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“Know that everything I have attained in this 
world was because I constantly called out to 
Hashem – an aspect of ‘When I call out the name 
of Hashem’ – similarly, do as I did and – ‘ascribe 
greatness to our G-d.’  Call to Hashem, as I did – 
for that is His greatness and honor.  As it states, 
‘And call to Me on a day of distress; I will rescue 
you and you will honor Me.’4 His entire intent 
was to strengthen their emuna in Hashem 
immediately, their bitachon in His compassion 
and for them to scream out and daven to Him, as 
he had done throughout his life.5 
 
Everyone has his own troubles.  We have no 
right and no reason to look into another’s 
window to see what is happening there, i.e. “why 
is it like so for him and not for me?”  We must not 
ask questions.  Everything is from the Creator of 
the World.  He is the Administrator and He 
knows exactly what we must go through to 
get close to Him.  There is only one fact: there is 
a Creator of the World.  Turn to Him, speak to 
Him and ask of Him.  This is the route on which 
HKB”H leads us and we must have complete 
emuna that it is best for us – from this, salvation 
will sprout.  “And it is a time of distress for 
Yaakov, through which he shall be saved.”6  From 
the distress itself – you will be saved.  There is no 
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other way to save you, except through this 
course – only via the difficulties. 
 
We should not be alarmed by the darkness.  The 
obscurity itself is a great light.  The Torah sets 
evening before day7 - Creation begins with 
nightfall – the marvelous song of Creation begins 
at night - even if its revelations only arrive with 
morning.  Dovid Hamelech came into the world 
to introduce all types of downfalls, to absorb all 
sorts of humiliation, to falter in all kinds of 
failings, to descend to the lowest places.  All of 
this, to show us, to show the entire world, 
that it is possible to ascend from the lowest 
depths.  From the dimmest gloom - we can 
attain the ultimate light.  The greatest light of 
all is when we are close to Hashem and we 
experience Hashem’s delight. 
 
“One thing I ask of Hashem, that I seek - that I 
may dwell in the house of Hashem all the days of 
my life.”8  If a Jew does not merit this – he has 
nothing.  What difference does it make if he has a 
beautiful house and wonderful children who 
were accepted into good yeshivas, etc. if he does 
not merit this spiritual delight of “one thing I 
ask?” 
 
“When I call out the name of Hashem” – that is 
the path.  Turn to Hashem, ask of Him, have 
emuna that, even if there seems to be nothing 
that can be done and that there is no hope –
Hashem is All-Capable; nothing is difficult for 
Him.  If we persist in davening – we will merit. 
 
The Chozeh of Lublin was travelling to a distant 
city where many of his chassidim lived to spend 
Shabbos with them.  However, his old and 
experienced driver got lost and they were forced 
to spend Shabbos in a small town that barely had 
a minyan of Jews.  The Chozeh did not reveal who 
he was.  After davening on Friday night, he 
approached a very poor elderly man who was 
sitting and learning there, the last one left in the 
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shul and he asked to be his guest for Shabbos.  
During the meal, the host asked him where he 
was from and he responded, “Lublin.”  
Immediately, the host asked him if he knew the 
Rav, the tzaddik, R’ Yaakov Yitzchak, who was 
known as “the Chozeh of Lublin.”  How did this 
old man know him?  “When I was young, I saw 
the Chozeh as a child, with eyes the color of the 
blue of the Throne of Glory.  The child davened 
with such patience, sweetness and attachment.  
After davening, I followed him outside the city.  
There, he conducted hisbodedus for two full 
hours with an outpouring of the soul.  I knew 
that he was destined for greatness.  Over the 
years, he became famous as the ‘Chozeh of 
Lublin’ and because of my longing and yearning 
to see the face of that tzaddik, I have performed 
an hour of hisbodedus every day for the past 
thirteen years for HKB”H, in His vast mercy, to 
allow me to meet the holy ‘Chozeh of Lublin’ 
before I leave the world.”  “I have news for you,” 
said the Chozeh.  “HKB”H has fully fulfilled your 
request.  I am the one they call the ‘Chozeh of 
Lublin.’”  That is the power of personal prayer - 
sincere words, from the depths of the heart; 
words as these that make HKB”H our partner in 
whatever happens to us.  A tefilla like this, which 
emanates from a pure heart, causes amazing 
closeness to G-d.  Its virtue is so great.   
 
We are not suggesting that personal prayer is 
more important than the three established daily 
prayers.  There is no doubt that the words of the 
Men of the Great Assembly are amazingly 
powerful, precisely because they are the words 
of the Men of the Great Assembly, who included, 
in their expressions, the greatest reasons and 
combinations of Creation.  The three set prayers 
are tremendous and awesome times of favor – 
but the yetzer hora attacks these tefillos very 
strongly. 
 
The hardest thing for a person is davening.  
Everyone can see how the strong yetzer hora 
is against tefilla.  As soon as we get up to pray, 
we immediately feel as if we must finish right 
away.  We are in a rush.  As soon as we finish 
davening - we are, unexpectedly, no longer in a 
hurry.  The Arizal said that where it is most 
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difficult for a person is precisely where his 
correction lies – and the most difficult 
mitzvah for us to fulfill is tefilla!  Each time 
anew!  A person has a strong predisposition to 
be free of the obligation to pray.  We have 
trouble connecting our thoughts to our speech.  
However, in personal prayer, everyone can 
concentrate - because it comes from the 
heart.  We must train ourselves to conduct a 
daily meeting with the Creator of the World!  
Every day!  Talk to Him, ask Him to help us, ask 
Him to draw us close, ask Him to return us in 
teshuva. 
 
The Song of Haazinu is essentially rebuke.  
Moshe Rabbeinu sternly reprimanded the nation.  
If it is rebuke, why is it called a song?  When a 
tzaddik rebukes, with his benevolent eyes, he 
transforms rebuke into song, anger into 
compassion, sin into merit. 
 
We must constantly seek the good in others, 
judge them favorably, search, with all of our 
strength, for an element of good within them.  
We must daven for them and advocate for 
their good.  This must begin with those 
closest to us because that is where arguments 
and discord are most commonly instigated.  
These areas are where angers and tensions 
arise most frequently.  Therefore, we are 
required to look supportively at everyone – 
at our spouses, children, parents, relatives, 
neighbors and friends – everyone. 
 
Most importantly, a person must look 
benevolently at himself.  If we have no patience 
for ourselves, we will disqualify everyone else to 
make ourselves feel better, so that we do not feel 
as awful.  That is the apex of distancing ourselves 
from Hashem.  Hence, we must begin with 
looking at ourselves in a positive light.  When we 
find the favorable elements within ourselves, 
we are really finding G-dliness.  When we 
search for that point of good in ourselves, we 
are actually looking for Hashem’s light that 
shines within us.  When Rebbe Nachman taught 
us to look for the virtues inside and be happy 
with them – he did not merely mean to teach us 
how to avoid sadness and be in a better mood – 

he taught us to connect with the G-dliness 
within, find joy in it and cling to Hashem’s light.  
“I have placed Hashem before me constantly,”9 
means to think about our positive elements 
constantly, to see them and be happy about 
them. 
 
When we judge someone favorably – he feels 
it in his soul, even if we have not said a word 
to him.  It helps him overcome hardships 
because our favorable perception encourages 
him to see the good in himself and to believe 
in himself – and that can be the beginning of 
real change.  This is especially true if we also 
offer him a kind word.  When a person hears 
that he is good, he is empowered to decide 
that it is indeed true, that he really is good. 
 
Dovid Hamelech had beautiful eyes – such good 
eyes.  Shaul pursued him, others pursued him – 
but he did not harm them, he did not blame 
them.  He was prepared to accept the most awful 
things and withstand all of the tribulations to see 
them all with his benevolent eyes, constantly.  
Dovid, King of Israel, lives on10 because he 
attained the highest level possible: a benevolent 
outlook.  There is no more elevated level.  The 
power of not caring about anything of this 
world and overcoming our character traits to 
ignore, forego, and forgive is immeasurable. 
 
Loving others requires self-sacrifice.  It is not 
easy.  Everyone has issues with others, 
misunderstandings.  However, we must know 
that these are all generated by a spirit of 
silliness.  The other person is not really at fault.  
When they knock us down, hurt us, cause us pain 
and we nevertheless love them and bear no 
grudge, have mercy on them and recognize that 
it was some evil or silly spirit and our hearts rip 
from compassion for this friend, we are filled 
with compassion for him – that is true love of 
others.  Shaul chased Dovid and wanted to kill 
him – yet Dovid did not cease loving Shaul.  He 
loved him dearly because he knew that he was 
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 תפילה
 

Master of the World!  I want Gan Eden already in this world.  I want to see the light.  I want to taste the true flavor of life.  I 
want it to be so that I do not need chocolate or candy in order to experience life’s sweetness.  I want pure emuna that You 
do everything, Father, and that everything is from Your compassion.  Then, there will be no more anger, worry, sadness or 
downfalls. 

I want to say “Thank You” to You for everything that happens to me, for everything that I am lacking, for everything that is 
obstructed for me – because when I express endless gratitude, eventually, I do not only say it – I actually feel that it is all 
good.  I want a lot of time for hisbodedus because it is so pleasurable to cling to You, to lift my head to You, to scream out 
silently.  I want humility and modesty.  When there is humility – we do everything for Your honor, not for our own and we 
are not broken when others are more successful than we are.  We also are not upset by anything said about us. 

I want to live a life of giving and chesed, a life of loving others because that is the greatest enjoyment and it brings us closest 
to You.  I want to feel You in every moment and to experience Your pleasantness – to be freed of the imaginary pleasures of 
this world and to uproot all of the lies and illusions that the yetzer hora has succeeded in implanting in my mind.  I want to 
delight in Your sweetness, Father, because that is genuine sweetness, the sweetness of life. 

Have an awesome, uplifting, and wonderful Shabbos, 

Dov Elias 

Notice: The foregoing is my limited understanding of the Parsha Sheet, Ohr Ha’Emuna, by Harav Menachem Azolai Shlita.  It is not a complete or exact 
adaptation of Ohr Ha’Emuna and is not necessarily even a reliable interpretation of the ideas presented therein.  Ohr Ha’Emuna is published in Hebrew; in 
translation, accuracy is always compromised.  Rav Azolai has not reviewed this material.  Any inaccuracies, omissions or confusion should be attributed 
exclusively to me.  I still hope you enjoy and it provides some chizuk.  Thank you, Mordi Blass, for helping with some of the Hebrew expressions.  Thank you to 
my wife, Devorah, for proofreading and commenting on the “working draft.”     ©Dov Elias 5777.  (973)9-EMUNA-9  
For previous issues and/or to receive this adaptation by weekly email, visit www.tloe.us or email me at Dov@TLOE.us    ג' תשרי תשע"ח - September 23, 2017 

 

only possessed by an evil spirit and a spirit of 
foolishness.  The main challenge is to continue 
loving someone who fights with us.  He still has 
limitless good qualities: he davens, he puts on 
tefillin, he learns Torah.  Should we disqualify 
him because of one drop of foolishness? 
 
“As in water, face is to face, so is the heart of man 
to man.”11  Just as when we look in water, we see 
a reflection of ourselves – so is the heart of one 
man to another man.  When we look at a friend 
and smile, with love, and encourage him, 
praise him – even if he was a bit evil, the evil 
leaves him, instantly, and he smiles back, he 
is suddenly good to us.  That same person 
who was just bad – becomes so good. 
 
It is so enjoyable when we stop thinking that we 
are better than everyone else is and we start 
seeing the good in others.  That is holy toil – to 
recognize the good in others and to be impressed 
by them.  We connect to Hashem with this.  Great 
tzaddikim are engaged in this constantly.  That is 
how they inspire mercy in Heaven.  That is how 
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they bring the Redemption closer. 
 
We must focus on even the smallest element of 
good that we see in others – then we will realize 
that they are not bad, that this small element is 
their essence.  Rebbe Nachman’s most famous 
teaching12 revitalizes us because it speaks of the 
Divine honor within every Jew.  This is the 
teaching that draws myriads to Rebbe Nachman.  
He taught that there is no one who is entirely 
evil.  Every Jew has a holy soul and we may 
not give up on anyone. 
 
This is not easy.  There will always be souls with 
whom we have trouble.  They are hard to accept.  
But, HKB”H is the Father of all of them and we do 
not have the choice of not loving them.  That is 
what Hashem wants of us – to follow in His ways.  
Hashem’s ways are kindness – we too must be 
kind.  Hashem loves every Jew – we too must 
want to love every Jew.  That is the secret of the 
song of Haazinu – that in the merit of the 
benevolent eyes of Moshe Rabbeinu, he 
transformed harsh rebuke into an amazing song. 
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