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On the 13th of Nissan, Haman ap-
proached Achashverosh with his 
plan: the complete annihilation of 

the Jewish people. Achasverosh agreed, and 
the wheels were set in motion.
The Targum tells us that Eliyahu Ha’Navi 
came to Mordechai and informed him of all 
that had transpired. 

Mordechai immediately sent word to Esther, 
asking her to appear before the king to beg 
mercy for her people. 

Esther responded, “Gather together all of the 
Jews of Shushan, and fast for three days and 
three nights. After that I will go to the king.”

Mordechai declared the next three days as a 
fast.  

Rashi notes that the next three next days 
were the 14th, the 15th, and the 16th of Nis-
san. That means that Mordechai decreed a 
fast day on the 15th of Nissan, the first day 
of Pesach. 

³ WHY NOT WAIT?

This seems difficult to understand. Why 
would Mordechai decree a fast day on Pesach? 
The Jews were to be destroyed in Adar, which 
was eleven months away. Not an anti-Semite 
in the land dared to raise a finger against the 
Jews before then for fear that Achasverosh 
might change his mind. If there was almost a 
full year until actual killing was to take place 
why then would Mordechai choose the very 
next day — a Yom Tov — to fast? Shouldn’t 
he have waited and chosen a more appropri-
ate date in those eleven months to organize a 
well-prepared Teshuvah rally?

What makes this even more difficult to un-
derstand is that the Jewish people needed ev-
ery zcus they could get. Mordechai was told 
that the decree was agreed upon in Shamay-
im. The problem wasn’t with the enemies of 
the Jews; it was with us. That being the case, 
surely the more logical approach would have 
been for the Jews to keep all of the mitzvahs 
of the Yom Tov, allowing them to eat Matzah 
on the fifteenth. By doing so, they would be 
in a much better place to stand in front of 
HASHEM and ask for mercy. They could 
make the fast day at a later date. Why the 
urgent rush to act?

The answer to this question is based on un-
derstanding human nature.

³ MASSIVE AND 
IMMEDIATE ACTION 

Bill Gates, founder of Microsoft, went from 
being a college dropout to being the wealthi-
est man in the world in a very short time. 
During an interview about his meteoric as-
cent, he was asked, “To what do you attri-
bute your great success?” 
“I was in the right place at the right time…
I guess you could say that I got lucky,” he 
explained. “But, you know, there were a lot 
of people of other people who were there as 
well …but … I had vision. I saw the poten-
tial that was there… But, there were a lot of 
people at the same place that I was, and a lot 
of people also had vision… the one differ-
ence was that I took massive and immedi-
ate action.”
This seems to be the answer to the ques-
tion on this Rashi. As the head of the San-
hedrin, Mordechai had the responsibility of 
the generation on his shoulders — and he 
recognized human nature. As the Jews of 
Shushan gathered in the central square, the 
great Tzadik was wearing sackcloth and ash-
es. When he told them of the decree from 
Heaven, everyone understood the gravity of 
the situation. They got it. They recognized 
that there was no one to turn to, no one to 
bail them out. According to the ways of this 
world, there was no hope. 
With that clarity of understanding, they 
then had the ability to harness the most po-

tent force on this earth By earnestly turning 
to HASHEM as their only salvation, by beg-
ging for His mercy, they could potentially 
overturn the decree. But doing that required 
the utter and complete perception that there 
was no other way. At that moment in time, 
the Klal Yisroel had the spiritual awakening 
and motivation and to do just that. 
But let’s imagine that Mordechai would have 
set the fast day for the next week, or the next 
month, or in two months. The fire of excite-
ment would have died down, the sense of im-
pending doom would have weakened, and the 
Tshuvah would not have been complete. That 
is human nature. We hear about something, it 
moves and awakens us, and we feel a certain 
way, but that fever pitch fades with time. The 
next day, the next week, the excitement has 
weakened. And with it, the clarity goes as well. 
Recognizing this, Mordechai seized the mo-
ment. He decreed the very next day as a fast. 
Let nothing stand between this moment of 
clarity and the reaction we need — total 
subjugation to HASHEM. Because of this, 
the Jewish people were in fact able to turn 
around the events, and in place of a holo-
caust, we now celebrate Purim. 
This concept has great relevance to us. We all 
have moments of inspiration. At certain points 
of life, events occur that give us a different clar-
ity of vision. We recognize how great our mis-
sion is, how fleeting life is, and how little time 
we have left on the planet. At that moment, we 
understand things from a very clear perspec-
tive. The question is, what do we do at that 
moment? To be truly successful, we need to 
utilize those moments of excitement. We have 
to lock them in; we have to take massive and 
immediate action to harness those moments 
of clarity into concrete actions. Being inspired 
is wonderful, but doing something with that 
inspiration is what allows us to reach greatness. 
If we live through life’s moments of inspiration 
and don’t use them to reach concrete decisions, 
then it is a waste of the precious opportunities 
HASHEM has given us. 
However, when a person does use those mo-
ments of inspiration to change his actions, 
he takes those moments and turns them into 
permanent acquisitions. By doing so, he 
spends his time here on the planet in an ever-
spiraling climb to spiritual greatness. 

•
For more on this topic please listen to 

Shmuz #96 - Seize the Moment
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In the eighth year of Achashverosh’s rule, on 
the thirteenth of Adar, every Jewish man, 
woman and child was to be slaughtered. 

Young or old, wealthy or poor, they were count-
ed as one, and on that fateful day, the Jewish 
people would cease to be. According to the ways 
of the world and according to the natural course 
of events, that is what should have happened. 
But it didn’t. In the greatest reversal of fortune, 
the tables were turned and the Jews were saved. 
In a heartbeat, they went from death to life, from 
despondency to hope, from being sheep led to 
the slaughter to having Mordechai Ha’Tzadik 
paraded through the streets of Shushan. The 
people had lived through an astonishing mir-
acle, and they experienced great joy. “And the 
Jews of Shushan were jubilant and celebrated.” 
Yet, when the Gemarah describes their elation, it 
seems to leave out the issue of life and death. Where 
the Megillah says, “To the Jews there was light, hap-
piness, joy and elation,” Chazal interpret it to mean, 
“The Jews had Torah, yom tov, milah and tefillin,” 
as if to say that the reason the Jews were celebrat-
ing was because they again had the opportunity to 
do these mitzvahs. The issue of their being granted 
their lives doesn’t seem to weigh into the equation, 
it as if the Gemarah is saying that their entire cel-
ebration and their source of joy was that they were 
now again able to perform these mitzvahs. 
This is very difficult to understand. Granted, 
these might be additional reasons to celebrate, 
but isn’t life a much greater reason? They were 
going to die, and HASHEM saved them. Isn’t 
that the greatest cause for celebration and giv-
ing thanks to HASHEM? 
(Rashi makes this question even more difficult 
by adding his comment that Haman decreed 
against all of these mitzvahs. But this is not 
true. Haman’s decree wasn’t against the keep-
ing of religion at all. It was quite simply death 
to the Jews. There was no mention of mitzvahs 
whatsoever. What does Rashi mean that Ha-
man decreed against these mitzvahs?) 
To understand this, let’s fast forward to a mod-
ern day, rags to riches story.

³ RAGS TO RICHES
Born in 1934, Sheldon Adelson was the son of 
Ukrainian immigrants. His father drove a taxi, 
and his mother ran a knitting shop. He grew up 
in one of the poorest sections of Boston. But even 
as a young boy, he showed great ambition, first 
selling newspapers on the street corner, and then 
running his first business at the age of twelve. He 
went on to build over fifty businesses, eventually 
owning the Venetian Sands Hotel and Casino in 
Las Vegas. He became a very wealthy man. 
A funny thing, however, happened to Sheldon 
Adelson in 2003 when he took the Sands Cor-

poration public. The stock skyrocketed, and his 
assets went from 1.4 billion dollars to 20 billion 
dollars in a year and a half. Forbes Magazine esti-
mates that during this time, his wealth increased 
at the rate of a million dollars an hour. 
A million dollars an hour is a tidy sum of money. 
To illustrate what that means. Imagine that dur-
ing this time, he sat down to a nice leisurely lunch. 
When he got up and walked away, he was a million 
dollars richer. Or if he went for a dip in the pool, 
by the time he had dried his hair, he was seven 
hundred and fifty thousand dollars wealthier. If he 
took a nice Shabbos nap, by the time he woke up, 
another three million dollars were in his coffers. 
Extremely wealthy people describe getting rich 
as exhilarating – almost intoxicating. “It is one 
of the most pleasurable experiences on the 
planet.” It seems that having wealth is nowhere 
near as much fun as acquiring it. And here this 
man was gaining wealth at a dizzying pace. It is 
difficult to imagine the sense of excitement he 
must have felt.  Wow!!! Life is awesome. More 
and more! This is indescribably great!

³ THE ANSWER
This seems to be the answer to the Gemarah. 
When the Jews of Shushan were saved, they 
saw HASHEM taking care of them, orchestrat-
ing events, running the world. They saw behind 
the veil of physicality and recognized their Cre-
ator. But more than just seeing HASHEM, this 

experience changed their understanding of life. 
Someone who has had a near death experience 
is a changed man. His interests change. His 
value system changes. The pursuits that once 
gripped him lose their hold. Because he tasted 
death, he looks at life differently. And he ques-
tions. Why is life so precious? What is the trag-
edy of death? We all die anyway. Sooner. Later. 
What difference does it make? 
And the real answer is – no difference. Gen-
erations come; generations go. They seem so 
important at the time, and then they pass as 
if they were never were, like dust in the wind. 
And really nothing matters. Until you under-
stand the purpose of life. Once you under-
stand that HASHEM created us to grow, that 
HASHEM put us in this world to shape our-
selves into what we will be for eternity, then 
you understand the value of life. Life is valu-
able because it is time, time to grow, time to ac-
complish, time given as the chance to acquire 
your World to Come. Once you understand 
that, you understand life, and then you under-
stand the tragedy of death. Death is dreadful 
because it robs a person of that chance to grow. 
Rav Matisyahu Solomon, shlita, the Lakewood 
Mashgiach, explained that this is what Rashi 
is telling us. When the Jews of Shushan cel-
ebrated, it was because they had reached a dif-
ferent understanding of life. A moment earlier, 
death was upon them. Yet, suddenly, inexplica-
bly, it all turned around. As a result, they were 
a changed people. They no longer valued the 
things they once did; they viewed life from a 
dramatically different vantage point. 
And because it was so sudden and the change so 
complete, it catapulted them to a level of under-
standing that was unprecedented. It was all clear. 
And, they felt tremendous joy – but joy for a rea-
son, happiness for a cause. They recognized the 
extraordinary wealth they could acquire with one 
mitzvah. And this is what brought them happiness.
They understood the value of life. They under-
stood the reason that HASHEM put us on this 
planet. And so life was precious beyond descrip-
tion because they understood its ultimate value. 
This concept should be very relevant to us, as we, 
too, should be happy beyond description. Ev-
ery moment of life is an opportunity to acquire 
wealth of unimaginable proportions – far more 
than a million dollars an hour. One word of To-
rah learning is a jewel that will last forever. Put-
ting on tefilin once is an eternal treasure far more 
valuable than anything found in this world. 

When a person understands this, his perspective 
changes. He understands the great opportunity that 
HASHEM has given us: a chance to a acquire eter-
nity. He will be filled with happiness and joy, and 
he will take on life with a passion — he loves life. 

Purim – 
The Joy
of Life
g

ספר אסתר פרק ח 
 )טז( ליהודים היתה אורה ושמחה וששן ויקר:

תלמוד בבלי מסכת מגילה דף טז/ב 
ליהודים היתה אורה ושמחה וששון ויקר
 אמר רב יהודה אורה זו תורה שמחה זה
 יום טוב ששון זו מילה ויקר אלו תפלין 

רש”י מגילה דף טז/ב 
אורה זו תורה שגזר עליהן המן שלא יעסקו בתורה:

זו מילה - ועל כל אלה גזר:

“To the Jews there was light, happiness, 
joy and honor.” — Esther 8:16

Rav Yehudah said, light is Torah, happiness is 
yom tov, joy is milah, and honor is tefilin. — 

Megillah 16b
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³ HASHEM’S PEOPLE

When HASHEM took the Jewish 
People out of Mitzraim, He did 
it in a highly visible manner. The 

word quickly spread throughout the world 
that these were HASHEM’s people, under 
His direct guidance and protection, and 
the world stood in awe of the Klal Yisroel. 
Shortly after this point, Amalek attacked 
and were severely beaten, their powerful 
warriors dismembered and laid helpless in 
front of the victorious Jews. 
While we won the war, Rashi explains that it 
was still a tragedy for us because now other 
nations were able to fight against the Jews. 
To clarify the point, Rashi offers a Moshol: 
There was once a scalding hot bath that no 
one could enter. Along came one foolish in-
dividual who jumped in. Although he was 
immediately burned, he cooled off the bath 
for others. So too, even though the Amale-
kim were beaten, they cooled off the bath 
and made it easier for others to attack. 

³ HOW DID AMALEK 
COOK THE BATH?

The Rosh Ha’Yeshiva (Rav Henoch Leibow-
itz), ZT’L, observed that this Rashi seems 
to be counterintuitive. When HASHEM 
brought the Jewish people into the desert, 
it was to be assumed that He would defend 
them. However, up until Amalek attacked, it 
was only a theory. What Amalek did was take 
this concept from the theoretical to the actu-
al. It was now a reality; Amalek tried and was 
badly defeated. Anyone hearing of this battle 
understood that G-d fights the Jewish wars. 

In what sense, then, did Amalek cool off the 
bath? If anything, the attack should have 
made it more difficult for others to make the 
same mistake. 

The answer to this question seems to be that 
there are many factors that control a person’s 
behavior. One of them is that we only con-
sider that which is in the realm of the possible. 

³ MURDER ISN’T IN THE 
REALM OF THE POSSIBLE

To illustrate, imagine that you walk out 
of your house one morning and find your 
driveway blocked by another car. You quick-
ly conclude that person who parked that car 

is rude and inconsiderate. Because he had 
somewhere to go, he didn’t care about the 
consequences of his actions, and he blocked 
you in. You might get angry. “The chutzpah 
of that person! Not at all concerned with my 
needs, only with his own!”  

Your sense of righteous indignation might 
even take you so far as to consider taking re-
venge. Letting the air out of his tires might 
cross your mind – or maybe even damaging 
the car. But it would be hard to imagine that 
you would begin fantasizing about murder-
ing the driver. “Let me see, would I rather 
choke him or stab him? A slow painful death 
or a quick violent one?” 

The idea of murder is so far removed from 
your realm of thought that it wouldn’t even 
cross your mind – no matter how angry you 
were. To us, murder is in the realm of the 
unthinkable. 

³ BREAKING THE AURA

The Rosh Ha’Yeshiva explained that when the 
Jewish People left Mitzraim, they were in the 
realm of the untouchable. The concept of 
any nation attacking the Jews was unthink-
able. It wasn’t a thought that would be con-

sidered and quickly rejected – it just wasn’t 
a possibility. The Jews had an air of being so 
far above any other nation that no one would 
attack them – not because they would be 
beaten back, but because it was unthinkable. 
What Amalek did was break the aura. Al-
though they were beaten, they now brought 
the idea of fighting the Jews into the realm of 
a question. –“Should we or shouldn’t we? Do 
we think we will win or not?” Till that point it 
wasn’t a question. Once it became a question, 
then some people would and some wouldn’t, 
but it was a question. And in that sense they 
opened the door for others.  
This concept has great application in our 
lives. The stark difference between the To-
rah’s view of acceptable behavior and that 
which is propagated in the world at large is 
so far apart that it would almost seem that 
we are experiencing a culture war. 

³ THE LEADERS OF S’DOM 
WOULD BE HUMBLED

As an illustration, imagine if the leaders of 
S’dom were reincarnated and given a brief 
tour of the Internet. They would likely fall 
down in humble submission. “We thought we 
led the vanguard of indecency and depravity. 
We now see that we were pygmies compared 
to giants. Such decadence, corruption and 
evil – we didn’t begin to scratch the surface 
of what you’ve brought into the world, and 
not just the world, into every living room and 
workplace. We respect you as true giants – 
how small we are compared to you.”  

³ THE DANGERS OF OUR TIMES

In recent times there has been a destruction 
of all sense of decency and common sense. 
Effectively, we have witnessed the death of 
right and wrong. 
While the idea of being open-minded and 
broad are certainly Torah-based, in these 
times of clouded sense of right and wrong, 
for our sakes and the purity of our children, 
we have to doubly safeguard against any in-
fluences that sell evil as acceptable and devi-
ant as normal. The unthinkable must remain 
unthinkable. 

• 
For more on this topic please listen to 

Shmuz # 135 – Imagination –  
the Devil’s Playground
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ספר דברים פרק כה 
יז( זכור את אשר עשה לך עמלק בדרך 

בצאתכם ממצרים:
יח( אשר קרך בדרך ויזנב בך כל הנחשלים 

אחריך ואתה עיף ויגע ולא ירא אלהים:

רש”י על דברים פרק כה פסוק יח 
יח( אשר קרך בדרך - לשון מקרה. ד”א לשון 

קור וחום צננך והפשירך מרתיחתך שהיו 
העובדי כוכבים יראים להלחם בכם ובא זה 

והתחיל והראה מקום לאחרים משל לאמבטי 
רותחת שאין כל בריה יכולה לירד בתוכה בא 
בן בליעל אחד קפץ וירד לתוכה אע”פ שנכוה 

הקרה אותה בפני אחרים:
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The Medrash explains to us that 
Achashverosh merited ruling over 
127 states because HASHEM saw 

that he was to marry Esther, who was from 
the lineage of Sarah Imenu. Since Sarah lived 
127 years, it was proper that someone from 
her lineage should rule over 127 countries. 

³ THE MOST COVETED 
OF POSITIONS

Throughout the ages, the most coveted of po-
sitions are those of power and glory. Soldiers 
have risked life and limb; rulers have risked 
fame and fortune, all for a bit of honor. In 
the history of mankind, few individuals mer-
ited the type of status and position that Es-
ther did, queen over the greatest empire in 
her time. Whether she wanted the position or 
not, she enjoyed fantastic honor and accord. 
The Medrash is telling us that the reason 
that Esther merited this prestige had noth-
ing to do with her. It was because she was 
from Sarah Imenu’s lineage. Since Sarah 
lived 127 perfect years, it was only appropri-
ate that one of her descendants should rule 
over most of the earth. Esther enjoyed the 
greatest respect of mankind because she was 
born into the family of Sarah. 
This Medrash becomes difficult to understand 
when we take into account its ramifications. 
First off, Esther lived more than 900 years af-
ter Sarah. And secondly, the fact that Sarah 
lived 127 years doesn’t seem that relevant to 
charting the course of world events. There was 
much that she accomplished during her life, 
there were many milestones that she reached, 
but the fact that she lived to be 127 doesn’t 
seem of any great significance. In short, what 
relevance does Sarah’s living 127 years have to 
Esther’s ruling over 127 countries?

³ HOW HASHEM VIEWS 
THE WORLD?

The answer seems to be based on the value 
system with which HASHEM judges the 
world. There is nothing that HASHEM lacks, 
and therefore there is nothing that man can 
give to HASHEM. HASHEM created the 
world for one purpose: to give to man. When 
man follows the system laid out in the Torah, 
he reaches perfection and is able to receive his 
reward in the World to Come. The ultimate 
good is realized when man leaves this earth. 
The state of perfection that he acquires here, 

he is able to enjoy for in the World to Come.
HASHEM is the ultimate Giver. HASHEM 
created the entire cosmos to give of His good 
to man. As this is the reason that HASH-
EM created all of matter and physicality, 
the accomplishments of man have greater 
value to HASHEM than anything else. The 
only thing in this world that gives nachas to 
HASHEM is a person’s Maasim Tovim. 
Therefore, HASHEM greatly values the ac-
tions of the Tzaddikim. They have merit and 
importance in front of HASHEM, as they use 
this world for its intended purpose, and for 
them alone, HASHEM created this world. In 
the history of mankind, there has not been a 
woman like Sarah; she lived 127 perfect years. 
It was almost as though HASHEM were 
saying, “I want to pay tribute to this great 
woman.” To do this, HASHEM, if it could 
be, was looking for something that would be 
an appropriate recognition for those perfect 
127 years. If someone from her lineage were 
to rule over 127 states, that would be a type of 
monument. Of course, that isn’t a direct cor-
relation, and certainly not a payment, but on 
some level it is a tribute to the woman. 
If it could be, HASHEM was waiting for 
centuries to pay honor to Sarah, and it wasn’t 
until Esther came along that this came to 

fruition. Esther became Empress of the 
World, not because of anything that she did, 
nor because of her own merit, but strictly 
because she was a descendent of Sarah.

³ WE ARE ALL THE 
CHILDREN OF AVOS

This concept has great relevance to us be-
cause we too are children of Avrohom, 
Yitzchak, and Yaakov. We have their merit 
working for us. There may be times that 
we question whether we are worthy of the 
things we ask for. “Do I have the right to 
ask HASHEM for my needs? Do I deserve 
that HASHEM should change around this 
situation just because of me? Do I merit that 
HASHEM should even listen to me?” 
This thinking might be correct. It might well 
be that based on who I am and what I have 
done, I am not worthy. It might in fact be 
true that it is not fit for me to ask, let alone 
to expect, that HASHEM will change things 
for me. Yet Chazal tell us that we should ask, 
and we have the right to ask, not in our own 
merit but in the merit of the Avos and Ima-
hos who came before us. 
When Chazal crafted the Shmoneh Esreh, it 
was with this understanding. We begin our 
entire request to HASHEM by mentioning 
the merit of Avrohom, Yitzchak, and Yaakov. 
This was instituted as a manner of invoking 
their merit so that when we ask HASHEM, 
we begin by saying it isn’t in our merit that 
we ask, but in the merit of our fathers.            

³ WHEN I DAVEN

What this means in plain language is that 
I have the right to ask for whatever I need, 
knowing that I have a reason to expect 
HASHEM to listen. I am the child of the 
Avos. Like the son of an old and trusted 
friend who appears in front of the king, I 
turn to HASHEM and make my requests. 
And my requests may well be granted and 
great blessing may come my way, not because 
of anything that I have done, nor because of 
any merit that I have, but simply because I 
am of the lineage of Avrohom and Sarah. It 
is that Yichus, that great lineage, that we rely 
on when we stand in front of HASHEM.

•
For more on this topic please listen to 

Shmuz #25 - Purim – They Don’t Make 
Anti-Semites Like they used to

I’ve got 
Yichus
g

ספר אסתר פרק א 
א( ויהי בימי אחשורוש הוא אחשורוש המלך 

מהדו ועד כוש שבע ועשרים ומאה מדינה:

And it was in the days of Achasverosh,
he was Achashverosh who ruled from

Hodu to Kus, over 127 states.
מדרש רבה אסתר פרשה א פסקה ח 

  מה זכתה אסתר למלוך על שבע ועשרים
ומאה מדינה אלא כך אמר הקב”ה תבא אסתר 

 בתה של שרה שחיתה שבע ועשרים ומאה
 שנה ותמלוך על שבע ועשרים ומאה מדינה 

Why did Esther merit ruling over 127 
countries? HASHEM said, “Since Sarah 
lived 127 years, let Esther, the daughter of 
Sarah, come and rule over 127 countries.”
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The Megillah opens with a description of 
Achashverosh’s vast empire, “He ruled over 
one hundred and twenty seven nations.” The 

common assumption is that he was in the height 
of his glory. However, Chazal tell us that shortly 
before this, he had ruled over an additional one 
hundred and nineteen nations. At this point in 
time, he was still a powerful ruler, but almost half 
of his kingdom had been taken from him. 
In his commentary on the Megillah, the Nesi-
vos (Megilas Sisarim) explains that by all rights, 
Achashverosh should have been in mourning. 
He had just suffered a striking loss. He had been 
the ruler of the earth, and now his power and 
glory were stolen from him. Yet he was joyful and 
made a party because he understood the ways of 
HASHEM, and he had a sign from the heaven. 
Chazal tell us that throughout our long exile, 
HASHEM has kept the Jewish people scattered 
across the globe so that if an evil king would come to 
power and attempt to kill us, a portion of the nation 
would be living in other parts of the world not under 
his control. Never are all the Jews under one ruler.
Yet that rule was clearly broken. When Achash-
verosh reigned over the entire world, every Jew 
alive had been under his sovereignty. Even now 
that he ruled over only half of the world, every Jew 
was still under his dominion. Whether he would 
keep or lose a province seemed to have been based 
on whether Jews were living there. It was almost 
as if a laser beam were carving out his monarchy. 
If there were Jews in a region, it remained under 
his control. If not, it was taken from him. When 
the rebellion was finished, every Jew was still un-
der his control. Achashverosh took this as a sign 
that HASHEM was delivering His people into his 
hands and therefore he was joyful and made a party.
This concept becomes very difficult when we 
focus on who this man was. 

³ ACHASHVEROSH WASN’T 
THE PILLSBURY DOUGHBOY
If you were to ask a school age child to describe 
Achashverosh, you would likely get an image 
of a short, roly-poly, fun loving guy who liked 
to drink – the Pillsbury doughboy. Chazal tell 
us that is not quite an accurate description. In 
fact, it couldn’t be more off-base. 
Rashi tells us that Achashverosh wasn’t born to 
nobility. He was an ego-driven lout who kicked, 
clubbed, and clawed his way into power. His 
ambition was nothing short of world dominion, 
and he had recently achieved his dream – Em-
peror of the Earth. When the Megillah opens, 
his honor and glory have been ripped out from 
under his feet. How is it possible that he made a 
party? How could he possibly be filled with joy?
The answer to this question comes from a better 
understanding of what actually drove this man.

³ ACHASHVEROSH WAS EVIL
In the first posuk of the Megillah, Rashi explains 
that Achashverosh was consistent – consistently 
wicked from the first verse until the very end. 
Make no mistake; this man hated the Jews as 

much as anyone in his times. But he knew why he 
hated the Jews: the Jews represented HASHEM, 
and he was engaged in a war against holiness. 
As an example, the Nesivos explains why the 
Megillah delineates the details of the party that 
Achashverosh threw. We are told about the tap-
estries on the walls, the food served, and what the 
guests drank. Why, nearly twenty five hundred 
years later, do we need to know that the golden 
benches were covered with butz and agraman? 
The Nesivos explains that this was all part of the 
plan. The focus of the party was the last seven 
days when the “people of Shushan” were invit-
ed. Shushan then was the center of Jewish life. 
Mordechai met with the Sanhedrin there daily. 
It was the epicenter of religious Jewry, and that 
was Achashverosh’s target. He  invited the Jews 
to his palace to get them to sin. Everything in 
the party was focused towards that goal. 
The benches were covered with butz and arga-
man, wool and linen, which is shatnez. The tap-
estries on the walls were placed there to get the 
Torah sages of the generation distracted. Maybe 
their eye would be caught and they would look at 
something inappropriate. The food at this affair 
was “according to each man as he wished.” It was 
kosher by design. Achashverosh knew that if he 
forced the Jews to eat treif food, it wouldn’t be 
considered a transgression; he needed to get them 
to sin willingly. So each invitee was given a private 
waiter and could ask for exactly what he wanted.  
Achashverosh even eliminated the ancient Persian 
custom of forced drinking. At this party the drink-
ing was done willingly. No one was forced. Achash-
verosh knew that if the Jews were drunk, there 
would be much less of a complaint against them. 
He did everything in his power to get them to sin in 
as an egregious manner as possible. He knew that if 
he got them to sin, they would be his for the taking. 

³ THE FARMER WITH THE DIRT, 
THE FARMER WITH THE DITCH
When Haman came with his “plan” to kill the 
Jews, it wasn’t a difficult sell. Chazal give a par-
able: imagine two farmers with adjoining fields. 
One says to his friend, “I have this large pile of 
dirt in my field. Because of it, I can’t plow. You 
have a large ditch in your field. Because of it, 
you can’t plow. I would like to take my pile of 
dirt and put it in your ditch. For this, I will pay 
you handsomely.” The second farmer responds, 
“Pay me? You don’t have to pay me. I will gladly 
let you do it. You benefit, I benefit; there is no 
need to pay me. Go ahead with my blessings.”
When Haman offered the ten thousand talents 
of silver to “pay for the killing of the Jews,” 
Achashverorsh’s response was, “The money is 
yours to keep. As to the Jews, do with them 
what you please.” He didn’t even accept the 
fortune of money being offered to him. 
The key to understanding this man is to recog-
nize that as much as he was set on world con-
quest, he was engaged in an ideological war; a 
war against holiness, the Jews, and G-d.  
This seems to be the answer to the question. 
Granted Achashverosh had just recently suffered a 
great personal setback, the loss of half his empire.  
But he had been given something even sweeter – 
he was given the Jews. He had the ability to elimi-
nate the ultimate source of holiness in the world 
– G-d’s people – and therefore he was joyful and 
celebrated. This man was a real Anti- Semite. 

³ THEY DON’T MAKE ANTI- 
SEMITES LIKE THEY USED TO 
This concept is eye opening because for thou-
sands of years, everyone has hated the Jews, yet 
the vast majority of our modern Anti-Semites 
couldn’t tell you why. If you were to ask one of 
them, “Why do you hate the Jews?  You would 
likely see him take on the glassy-eyed look of 
the semi-conscious. “Why? Why do I hate the 
Jew? I hate him so much that I would drink 
his blood!” His hatred is quite clear, based on 
his fury and drive. But what is his reason? Your 
run-of-the-mill Anti-Semite can’t answer the 
question intelligently. 
Once upon a time, the  Jews faced a different 
sort of enemy, men who hated them and could 
tell you why. “I hate the Jew because he repre-
sents everything holy. I hate the Jew because 
he stands for everything good. He has intro-
duced conscience to mankind. But more than 
anything, I hate the Jew because he represents 
G-d.” Such a man was Achashverosh, and such 
men were common in earlier times.
It is ironic that through the eyes of our enemies, 
we can come to understand the significance of the 
Jew, and the pivotal role that he plays in world 
history – that of G-d’s Chosen People.
May HASHEM 
quickly redeem us, 
and may we regain 
our unique status of 
the Exalted Nation.

They Don’t 
Make Anti 

Semites Like 
They Used To
g

ספר אסתר פרק א 
 )ג( בשנת שלוש למלכו עשה משתה לכל שריו 

ועבדיו חיל פרס ומדי הפרתמים ושרי המדינות לפניו:

אבן עזרא על מגילת אסתר פרק א פסוק ג 
 )ג( עשה משתה - רבים אמרו כי עשה משתה

בעבור שחשב כפי חשבונו וראה שלא יגאלו ישראל

“In the third year of his reign, he made a party 
for all of his officers and servants, the rulers of 
Paras and Madai, the Partamim and rulers in 

front of him.” – Esther 1:2
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