
Torah – and no one would ever remember that he 
existed - in order to save his beloved nation. What 
happened instead? On the week that brings out 
that ultimate selflessness, Klal Yisrael brings out 
the ultimate honor and recognition as Jews the 
world over commemorate and mark the very holy 
day of Moshe Rabbeinu’s yahrtzeit! 

In a very similar vein: Chazal teach us that in 
the story of Purim there were many reasons why 
Esther invited Haman to her banquet. One reason 
was so that Achashverosh would think that she 
was in cahoots with Haman - and he would kill 
them both! Another reason was so that Klal 
Yisrael would think that she was conspiring with 
Haman and would give up on relying on her to 
save them from within the palace (and instead 
look towards Hashem alone). 

In Marbeh Chaim, Rav Chaim Brim zt”l points 
out that according to the Gemara it is clear that 
Eliyahu Hanavi revealed how Esther had all the 
intentions together in her mind. Thus we witness 
a most incredible act of selflessness, beyond 
words: When a martyr dies they hope to at least 
be remembered as a martyr. Here we see how 
Esther was willing to die in a way that would lead 
Klal Yisrael to think that she was the ultimate 
traitor—as long as the Jewish people would be 
saved! She did not care one iota what people 
would think, just as long as Klal Yisrael was 
spared. 

Rav Chaim Brim then explains, based on the 
Midrash, what happened as a result: The name 
Megillas Esther is forever assigned to the Purim 
story in her honor. An act of the ultimate selfless-
ness brought her the ultimate recognition and 
appreciation forever after. 

The lesson from all of the above is very pow-
erful. In life we sometimes have opportunities to 
do things without any recognition or honor, only 
for the sake of other Jews. Those special acts of 
selflessness are so great that no words can possi-
bly describe them. At the same time one must 
know that true selflessness with no ulterior 
motives will only bring the person to the ultimate 
greatness - greatness that is real and eternal. 

Besiyata DiShmaya. 
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Parashas Tetzaveh almost always falls out 
right before Purim. As with all parshios and their 
adjacent yamim tovim, we understand that 
nothing is haphazard; it is all carefully connect-
ed. Although there surely are many allusions and 
hints to Purim within our Parasha, there is one in 
particular that touches upon an underlying 
theme found in both Tetzaveh and Megillas 
Esther: selflessness. 

 The truth is, it is really not just selfless-
ness; it is selflessness on another level: Selfless 
beyond understanding; selflessness that it is very 
difficult to relate to but that must serve as a 
lesson of how far a person can reach in this 
middah - from the example of two tzaddikim. 

 Our Parasha begins with the words 
. Right at the beginning we see clearly 

that something is missing. Hashem is speaking to 
Moshe but, lo and behold, his name is not found. 
As is well-known, the Baal Haturim explains, 
based on Chazal, that Moshe’s name was com-
pletely removed from this Parasha. The reason is 
because he davened with all his heart that 
Hashem remove him from the sefer (the entire 
Torah) in order to save Klal Yisrael; and even 
though, bechasdei Hashem, the Jewish people 
were spared, his request remained. Thus, in 
order to fulfill the tzaddik’s desire, Hashem 
completely removed Moshe from Parashas 
Tetzaveh. 

 I always found it amazing how it is spe-
cifically during the week when Moshe’s name is 
not mentioned in the Parasha that his yahrtzeit 
falls out every year! Moreover, the number of 
Pesukim in our Parasha this week is 101, and the 
numerical value of the hidden part of Moshe’s 
name equals 101. ( The  is made up of the 
letters  and - thus the hidden letter of  is , 
which = 40; the and equal 60; and the 

equals 1.)  Even though Moshe’s name is not 
there, his essence remains throughout the whole 
Parasha, albeit hidden.  

Perhaps the idea behind this is as follows: 
Moshe literally portrayed the ultimate selflessness 
possible for the sake of his people. He was willing 
to have his name erased completely from the 


