
 
 
BS”D 

Dear Chevra, 
 
We have a mesorah, a tradition, that the last contains the first and the entirety. Hashem gives us the Aseres 
haDibros, the Ten Commandments. The tenth contains the whole. “You will not desire, lust after, your neighbor’s 
wife...house...field...servants…ox...donkey...or whatever belongs to your neighbor.” During the summer months, when 
people are out and about it becomes easy to see what belongs to others. In Monsey, I attended an adult bris 
performed by Rav David Krohn. Before performing the bris, Reb David admonished the man about to enter into Bris 
Milah, the sacred covenant, “What the eyes see, the heart desires, and the body fulfills. Now that you’re entering into 
the bris, you must guard your eyes from seeing the forbidden.” Reb David’s words penetrated deep into the bones of 
all present. Beyond the matter of looking away from the licentious and prurient ,which is obvious, guarding our eyes, 
is also a matter of looking away from seemingly benign matters which don’t concern us. Concerned with matters that 
don’t concern us, we become confused. We become unsure of what is ours and what isn’t ours. We become unsure 
of what matters to us and what doesn’t matter to us. We come to appreciate that which isn’t ours to appreciate and 
we come to lose interest in the people, places, and things that should matter most to us. When we guard our eyes 
from that which doesn’t concern us, our thinking becomes clear and we become kadosh, sanctified. 
 
A shopkeeper came to the Maggid of Mezeritch complaining that a competitor opened up a shop across the street 
from him. The Maggid blessed the shopkeeper with success. When success didn’t materialize the shopkeeper 
returned to the Maggid restating his complaint. When success remained elusive, the shopkeeper returned for a third 
time. At which point the Maggid reprimanded the chassid, “How do you expect to be successful running your shop 
when you’re so busy running your neighbor’s shop.” We ought to focus our attention on the resources Hashem gives 
us. Focusing on yenim’s, somebody else’s spouse, we lose interest in our own. Focusing on yenim’s children, we 
lose interest in our own. Focusing on yenim’s livelihood, we lose sight of the potential waiting in our yard. When 
focusing on that which we have, on that which Hashem lovingly and generously gives us, our appreciation grows. 
Appreciating that which is ours we lose interest in that which isn’t ours. The more we appreciate matters that do 
concern us, the more we lose interest in matters that don’t concern us..  
 
Parshas Va’eschanan always coincides with Shabbos Nachamu. Destruction occurs when Sinas Chinam, baseless 
hatred, swells out of  false entitlement. Nechama, consolation and healing, occur when we gain knowledge and 
appreciation, of that  which is ours. Focusing on what we have, whether opulent or sparse, whether a lot or a little, we 
are comforted in the wealth and prosperity. 
 
A chassid asked the Maggid of Mezeritch to teach him about equanimity. The Maggid directed him to the Rebbe Reb 
Zusia. Entering Reb Zusia’s home the chassid was appalled. The home was dilapidated and Reb Zusia’s clothes 
were in tatters. The chassid told Reb Zusia that the Maggid sent him to learn about equanimity, about how to handle 
distressing occurrences with indifference. Reb Zusia recused himself as unqualified to speak on the topic as nothing 
distressing ever happened to him. Reb Zusia focused on what was his from Hashem. 
 
Reb Elya Roth, a gabbai of Reb Shlomke MiZvhill, was one of the Gutte Yidden of Yerushalayim. Reb Elya had no 
children, lived a life of poverty, and endured enormous hardship. Yet he was known to the people of Yerushalayim as 
a man who was always b’Simcha, always joyous. How so? Reb Elya embodied the tenth of the Aseres haDibros. 
Desiring only what Hashem desired for him. As they say in Alcoholics Anonymous, “May God’s will for me be my will 
for myself.” After the Aseres haDibros, we are taught the Shema. The Torah teaches us the path for making 
Hashem’s will for us our will for ourselves: Shema Yisroel, Hashem Elokainu, Hashem Echad, “Yid, Listen, Hashem 
is One. It’s all the Aibishter. There is the Aibishter and nothing other than the Aibishter.” Hashem gives us everything 
we need to have a mature relationship with Him. True comfort comes from that relationship. 
 
Have a comforting Shabbos. 
 
Sincerely, 

Binyamin Klempner 
 

bklempner1@gmail.com 


