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1) When lighting Neiros before the onset of Yom Tov that falls out on a weekday, the Bracha recited is “Baruch Ata Hashem… 

L’Hadlik Ner Shel Yom Tov”. When Yom Tov falls out on Shabbos, the Bracha recited is “Baruch Ata Hashem…L’Hadlik Ner 

Shel Shabbos V’Shel Yom Tov” 

 

2) When Yom Tov falls out on Shabbos the same procedure as Shabbos is followed. However, when Yom Tov falls out on a 

weekday, and the candles are being lit on Erev Yom Tov, as is done on Erev Shabbos, many Poskim rule to recite the Bracha 

first and then light the candles, while some rule that the procedure followed on Erev Shabbos should be followed here as well, 

and the candles should be lit, the eyes covered and the Bracha recited. (See Mishna Berura Siman 263:27) 

 

If the candles are being lit on Yom Tov, as is the custom of some people to not light Yom Tov candles at the onset of Yom 

Tov, rather to light them only after the men return from Shul and are ready to eat the Seudah, then all agree that the Bracha 

should be recited first and then the candles lit. (See Mateh Efraim Siman 625:33 and Elef L’Mateh footnote 50) 

 

3) The Bracha is recited over the candles that are kindled in the place where the Seudah will be held, as that is the main place 

where light is needed, and the Bracha will exempt any other candles or lights that are lit in any other areas in the home. (See 

Mishna Berura Siman 263 S”K 2 and 45) 

 

4) However, in instances where the candles will be lit in a place other than where the Seudah will be (e.g. a Yeshiva student 

that will be eating the Seudah not in the place where he resides, and thus will be lighting candles in his apartment where he 

sleeps but will not be eating) the Bracha is indeed recited over the candles in whatever place they are placed in order to use 

their light. (See Mishna Berura Siman 263:29) 

 

5) Although the obligation to light Shabbos candles in every Jewish home is for both men and women, traditionally it has 

become a Mitzvah for the women to light and thus exempt their husbands and other members of the household. 

 

One reason cited for this Mitzvah being the woman’s Mitzvah is a practical one: the woman is in charge of the household 

needs and is more often found at home thus this household Mitzvah was given to her. (Shulchan Aruch Siman 263:3). Another 

reason given, based on the teachings of kabbalah, for this Mitzvah “belonging” to women is as follows: 

The first woman, Chava, Eve, extinguished the candle of the world, i.e. she caused Adam to sin, and thereby darkened his 

soul (which is likened to a candle as the Posuk (Mishlei 20:27) states “Ner Hashem Nishmas Adam- the candle of Hashem is 

the soul of man”) and caused death to descend on mankind. Therefore, as a rectification for the first sin, woman-kind has 
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been given the task of once again illuminating the world, via the kindling of the Shabbos lights. (See Mishna Berura Siman 

263:12) 

 

6) Since the man of the house is also obligated in the performance of this Mitzvah, he should prepare the candles for the 

woman by inserting the candles/oil into the candelabra or similar preparations, to at least have some part in the 

Mitzvah.(Mishna Berura Siman 263:12). Many men also have the Minhag of preparing the candles by lighting them and then 

extinguishing them, thus making them kindle easier when the woman later lights them for Shabbos. 

 

7) In the event that there is no woman present in the home to light, the man of the house is obligated to light Shabbos 

candles. If an older daughter, above the age of Bas Mitzvah, is present in the home there is a debate amongst the Poskim as 

to who takes precedence, the man of the house, as it is his obligation, or his daughter, as she is a female and this mitzvah is 

traditionally performed by females when possible. Rav Moshe Feinstein Zatzal rules that the man of the house takes 

precedence. (Ruling quoted in “The Radiance of Shabbos” by Rav Simcha Bunim Cohen Shlita, page 7. See also Shmiras Shabbos 

K’Hilchasa Perek 43 footnote 46) 

 

Other Poskim maintain that either one of them can light the main candles and recite the Bracha and exempt the other one, or 

the other should kindle the lights in the other rooms of the home as those are also a component of the Mitzvah. (Ruling of Rav 

Nissim Karelitz Shlita quoted in Or Haner Perek 1:4 footnote 25) 

 

8) A girl below the age of Bas Mitzvah may not exempt the household with the lighting of Shabbos candles. (See Shulchan 

Aruch Siman 675:3 and Shmiras Shabbos K’Hilchaso Perek 43:48). Thus, even in those homes where the custom is for all the 

girls to light their own Shabbos candles, as is the Chabad minhag and as was the custom in various communities in pre-war 

Europe, still if the mother or older daughter is not present, the man of the house will need to light and he cannot rely on the 

candles of the girls below the age of twelve, as their lighting is only for Chinuch purposes and not obligatory. 

 
…To be continued next week B’Ezras Hashem 
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The bad news is that time flies. The good news is you're the pilot. 
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