
That is why Yidden the world over are so careful to 

hang pictures of gedolim in their homes - so that 

already as young children the eyes can behold great-

ness. The radiant faces of the holy ones of past and 

present have a very great effect on the children and 

their pure neshamos. 

 One of the great Amoraim said about himself (as 

brought in Maseches Eiruvin (18b): “I am sharper than my 

friends because I saw the back of Rabi Meir; if I would have 

seen his face I would have been even greater!”  

* 

This week marks the Sheloshim of Benzion Grossman 

a”h, a young, wonderful ehrlicheh Yid whose life and 

passing has left a very deep impression on so many. Yet for 

those who merited to be by the seudas mitzvah on Wednes-

day in Shor Yoshuv, our eyes were zocheh to see the ultimate 

Kiddush Shem Shamayim. To see two people in our commu-

nity, Benzion’s beloved parents (sheyichyu) struck by the 

most fearsome of tragedies, Rachmana litzlan, and yet they 

are able to stand and say ‘Yehei Shemei Rabbah Mivarach - 

May the great Name of Hashem be blessed’ with total 

acceptance of the Heavenly decree… It truly staggers the 

mind. 

Chovos Halevavos says in the chapter of Bitachon that 

although we surely do not understand the ways of Hakadosh 

Baruch Hu, there are times when the righteous suffer in 

order to teach the world how great Jews are able to accept 

Hashem’s decree with unwavering faith. Such outstanding 

individuals are walking paragons of Kiddush Shem Shama-

yim - they are not just people who believe in the Torah 

implicitly, but through thick and thin they are living 

examples of the ultimate emunah and loyalty to Hashem, 

allowing the entire Jewish nation ‘to see’ emunah lived, 

with their own eyes. 

Our community Be’ezras Hashem has two such indi-

viduals. May Hashem comfort them and protect them and 

their family, l’olam… 

Besiyata diShmaya. 

{Correction to last week’s issue: It was not the 

Dubner Maggid zt”l who asked the Vilna Gaon that 

question; it was actually Rav Chaim Volozhiner zt”l.} 
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Exactly one week ago I sat together with hundreds of 

others in our community, weeping copious tears over the 

loss of a very special tzaddik who lived amongst us. I was 

crying not only as a member of the community but because 

I lost my beloved rebbi, Rav Aaron Brafman zt”l. 

As I tried to convey in an article published this week, 

Rabbi Brafman took me under his wings at the most crucial 

time of my growth, the age of fifteen, and opened my eyes to 

a new perspective on life, changing the face of my life 

forever. 

May this week’s Torah be a z’chus for his pure nesha-

ma and may he be a meilitz yosher for all of us in the 

community and in Klal Yisrael whom he loved so very 

much…t’hei nafsho tzrura bitzror hachaim… 

To see. The Torah tells us to see. But what is the 

Torah telling us to look at? At the levaya in Ramat Beit 

Shemesh on Sunday night for Rav Brafman zt”l, a 

close yedid of his, Reb Aaron Twerski, said over the 

following in the name of the Ohr Hachaim Hakadosh: 

Moshe Rabbeinu was actually saying to Klal Yisrael at 

that time: “”- ‘Look at me’- in order to learn and 

truly absorb the essence of good and evil; of blessing and 

curse; look with your eyes at me and see. {R’ Twerski then 

explained that if he wants to show his children and 

grandchildren the definition of an ‘ehrliche Yid,’ he just 

needs to show them his beloved yedid, Rav Aaron Brafman 

zt”l…} 

There is nothing that can compare to the power of 

seeing something with our flesh-and-blood eyes. The 

sensory perception that the eyes afford a person forms 

the greatest impression possible. Thus Moshe was not 

just teaching the Jewish people about the Torah and 

what the Torah wants from us, he was trying to show 

them an example for them to see and absorb. 

As the pasuk states in Yeshaya 30:20, 

“”- And your eyes shall see your 

teacher. Our eyes should gaze upon the faces of 

tzaddikim. Doing so penetrates deeply within our 

neshamos - because the eyes are the windows of the 

soul, and what we see truly shapes who we are and 

become. 


